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ndigenous peoplesin Africa face o whole
rangs of probdems and suiler [rom wEn
s buman nghts abuses. Admcas usdg-
chods peoples and among the pooreat And
most marginalised populations in Afriea,
Whether hunter-gatherers or pu.'lll.'lnllhﬂ'l_
their traditinpal way of life is often boded on
extensive lund use and their traditiona) ter
rtories are mereasingly beng encrosched
upon by siales and dominan! groups who
have an interesl in dxploiting those amas
ecomomally I8 varoms ways. Alncan indlg-
enous colturés are threatemed by thi én-
croachmenlt, they are looked down wpon &
“primiiive” and “les developed” and Al
cnn :nd:iEvE:l'I.ul.:I !'H;'l:rpil::. EXpETIEnce WFVETE
dizcrimination
To addres the piuathon of Africen indig
enous peoples i B ool siliceEnt merely o
handle il & a3 povirty nsee. Indipenous ped-
ples in Adrica iruly rank amongst the pooret
of the poor. Howewver, In order ool just 1o
target the symploma but to genpinely seek 1o
change the root cnuses, it i impoTiant Lo
pddidress the structural marginalisation and
discnimination from which mdigeaou peo-
ples suffer
Cirsduslly, Alfrican indigenous peoples
e starting 1o GrgAnme in prder W rase Lher
voloes and pempecives on the kKinds of de-
velopment which they wouald ke 1o take
place. However, whereas indigenous solf-
orgamsation s come i long way in regions
ke Morth and South America, the Aretie,
Australis snd aho increastigly in lsrge pars
of Axa, indigencus sell-orpanscation sl
bt s infancy in Alnes, snd contect snd ex
change of expenences between indigenous
Eroups across the continent are few
To affer a forum where indigenous rep
resentacives from Eastern, Central and
Southern Adrica could meot. exchange expe-
pences and makes [orward-looking wirale
pret, TWGLA and ihe Pauiorala Indigenoos
NGOs Forum (PINGO's Forum) co-organ-
sed a conference in Arushs. Tonzania froem
the 18th io the Xnd of January 1909, “The
Conference on Indigenows Peoples from
Eastern, Caniral and Southern Afrken” took
place af the Tralning Canter for Develop
ment Co-operation {TCD) in Uss River,
wround 20 kms outside of Arusha
Onginally, the Conferemce had been
planned for 50-60 participants. However, the
imitiative peneriled tremendoss inlerest and

in the end morne tan B0 people allended the
Conference. Of thess, 50 were indigenoan
pﬁ:l-plf repreleiing more than M dullercnt
arganisatiors from 8§ African countres

Thet indigenins represeniatives belunged
b humter-gatherer and |:|:|$I|:'|:r||.|nl: CUMTIITI -
nitbes, The hunter-gatherers were San from
Mamibis and South Adrica. Butwa from
Rwands, Pygmies from 1he Democratico Be
public of Congo, BaSua and Abayanda from
Uganda, Hsdeats and Akic from Taszamia
and Ogiek from Kenya. The pastoralsis were
Himba from Mamibia, Barabaig from Tons-
oy, M aasal from Kenya and Tanzanio, Pokal,
Sambuoru, Rendille and Somali from Morth-
ern Kenya, There wore, likewise, & number
of represeniatives lrom regional and imber-
naiensl indigenoin networks such as the
Working Clroap on Imlp:nmn Mllimsod iacy
of Southern Aldmca (WIMSAL, the Alrican
Indigenous Wamean's Chrganistion { A W),
the Indigtnﬂun Prnplc-L ol Afries Ca-
ordinating Committee (IPACC) snd the
Internamonal Allianee for Tribal and ncg-
enoas Peoples af the Tropecal Forests

In sddition, & group of Alncan sxpeits
and Human Rights sctrvsas. ws well sy repre-
sentatrves from indernational stilunons ke
the African Commbsion for Human asd
Peoples’ Rights, the Office of the UM High
Comemissioner for Human Raghts, the Inter-
national Labong I:Ir“njsuliﬁn (1L} and
ihe Bwropean Conumission, participated as
tesource persaii. A aumber of representa-
trves from Norhera NGOH Bewise panlici
patexd

The: averall vinion of the confensnoe win
1o conthibute to the empowerment of |I'||Jq_-
enous peoples in Alricn and their orgamnisn-
tions. The concrsle objectives of the conleren-
ce were 1o bring indipenous peoples from
Eastern. Central and Sombern Afvica -
gether to be shle (o thare expericacss and
Torwand-kooknng siratcges and 1o bring about
a forem for indigenom: peoplss of Adnca
where they could meet with repressniaties
from international institutons suech a8 the
Adrcan Commiasion for Human and Peo-
ples’ Rights pnd diseuse how they might use
thete wmstitutlons 1 promote their case, Al
the conference. hunter-gatherers sad
pastoralises from diffesal pans of Adnea
were abis w meet, many ol them fog the st
time, b dicuss wid 10 cxperience that they,
in many ways, share the same problems:



by Marianne Jensen and Jens Dahl

profound discrimination and margins-
hsation, band aliesation; foreed displacement
as a result of agrculiural schemes, mining.
dam constrection, creation of natksual parks.
wildisfe reserves efc: cultural bosicy poor
ooverage and poor guality of social services
lack of cducation and development opportu-
st E0d ofiea The same wiolent haman
nghts abuies, collecire p-u.r:n.hn'l:'nl aiid
penocilc

Whale in many respects pastoralats and
huniter-gatheren share the same probdems
there arc s & pumber of [sciors thal sepa-
rate the two groups. Huater-gatherer have
abways been mizgrated nto a social sysiem
with agncaliuralisis or pastonaliste, bt most
often 58 veassals or o other kinds of imferion
posihions This = st today obveouy in the
raming praclices whereby the named uacd
o grougs of hinter-galhErers. are ollen
|I=r|1ga11.11'}' names originally dsed by the
pastoralists or agriculiuralsis

Pastoralists afe wssally betier argansbed
and educated than bunter-gatherers and
when land becomes scarce we can Dhserve
hiow the pastoralists encranch upon the lands
and termtones of groups of hunter-gitler
ers, Whereas the pastornlisis are [hus being
squeczed by Larmers and by povernment
ageEncies, Lhey themselves turm Lo the fernito
ries of the even weaker hunter-patherers,
The statemenis from the confersnee in
Aruiha pave scveral examples of those di
vide-and-rule Processes However, although
there is & long distance betvween the comle
ence ppom and practical action, there was an
unrl::r:_.mn.lm_g AMONg kath groaeps that arily
by beig united can o mpact e made Bpon
povermnment policies

It there{ore became apparent ot much
ooiibd be gained by jouing forces ad Lhis
witld pive the mdigenom. peoples ol Alrica
more drength when preseating their caims
While the mbgenom orgaamations beiig
reprcscnaled vaned a -gncu:l deal o ierma of
capacity and scope, getting to kaow the exps
mences and femills oblamed by wome of the
mane exlabloibed orgamaations i 48 im
portant leambng prooem, especially in lermm
of megodiation dratepes towards povern
ments. The moke that regonal onganmalons
can mnd already do play st asother valualde
inpet

The setsion on Indhigenous Peopdes misd
Internations]l Organisations abo proveded

ha [rar rll..ltlll'lt'. wilh important new Enowl-
edige nbout how o approsch and use these
nrganmalinnd. Hegarding the Alvican Coms-
misnion lof Human and Peoples® Rights
{ACHPR), it became clear that indigenous
Ll “Fh“ waues kad so for never been
deicusisd by the Commission. | was there-
fore one of the main resolotions of the con-
ference thal the utuatos hould e 3
dhrestend aa soon sy pomible snd contact made
with the AL HIH Secroiamis and it regional
COMIMRADRETE

By the end of the Conlerence, the pariic-
pants had formelated o dialt “Final Resolu-
o™ and @ Plan of Adlicn Beciuss of hime
comsraimis, ihe conleienoe & '-.l.rrnn_g L omn
miier was asked D cOME up with a fimsl,
ediied verveon of e drafl - the linal resolu
tior ane pranted in this asoe of Indigenoas
AtTeitn

The conterencd focssed on the very meal
|l.'ll|||1'1ll'- o FArginalisnlion, discrEmination
atd Human rights sboses which Alrcan in-
digenous peoples are facing. Discussons on
Mlrican ||nI|Hq.-r1|.1-u'l| lwn:nplr:l'uwn EXpEnenceEs
and wiskons [or the future were ceniral to the
comnlerenee und pl-..-l:l-..-ln:d o substantial and
conatFuctive debife. Lengthy discussions on
the delinition af “indigenous peoples” in
Alvien were pvorded, such discussiong oftén
comi wup i edher fora and can ot tmes be
meceannry, Heowever, they fend 1o draw ai-
tention away from the urgeni problems which
certabn extremely marginalised groups are
tweing towards fraitless discussions on se-
mantics [n this connection, the corcept of
sell-ldentillcation Is an imporiant one to
bear in mind: some groops, who have for
decndes cxpenonced conlempl, parsecu-
Fecin fnd dscrmanation from Mation States
and dominani groups and whose way of life
and whole exience 15 endingered, choose
i _||_rpl'|| the term ":l‘||.|lgt.'|q'-ll"i prn;lh:'_:_ to
themaehves as they fioel that [ i Ead shEre
major probloms and charasciensins with
other mdigenous peoples around the
word li s & concepr by which they can
addrces Usen SirocTurdl moergns hSsinomn, a4
well 3 Ik up with a gl-nh.al .ndi:_n:rmm
MOoveMmenT wasch 5 gaining cvel incleasing
sirengih

It w the hope of PFINGO's Foram and
IWGLA vhat this conference has comribated
conslruclively o the exchange of expen
enores, eslablishment of new contacts, per-

cepiion of new ideas and strategies and o the
ongoug process ol self-organsation among
the indigernous peoples of Africa, PINGO's
Forum pod [WGIA highly appreciate the
immense inferesl and commited patticipa-
tion from all participants and it is our sincere
kope that further debates and pew inittives
will emanarz from the conference

This ssee of [ndigenous Affain bring &
number of the presenistion: from the
Anutha (onleremnte, a5 well a3 other arixcles
an Alncan mdigenows Bvocs elating to the
themes of the coaflerence

Th firsa article by Skdsel Saupestad do
oumnes the importance of the 1.'1d'.t'_1-r-r_-|.5. COH
copt m an Alncan coatext. Therealier Lucy
Mulenke: sims 5P some of DET impretshng
from the conference with a foous oo in-
creased self-organisation smong Alfnican in
BpEmOUS wOTEEN.

The [ollowing section deals with the sitw
ation of, and self-organisation amodg,
hunter-gatherers and we brng anicles by
Boshmen {rom Mamihin and South Alrica,
by Pygmics from Rwanda, the Democratic
Bepublic of Congo and Cameroon and by
Hadzabe Froem Taneania. Therealter comes &
section on the situation of, and self-organias
tion among. pastoralists with ariieles by
Mansar fram Tanzanin and Kenyn, by
Barabaig from Tanzania und on pasioral ists
frem Mormhern Kenya. The particularly dif-
hicult siludten lor ||1|.||gr' AckEs wirtien I
addreszed by Lucy Mulenker and Mary
Simat, both of them Massal women (rom
Kenya

The Alrcon Commission for Human nnd
Peoples' Bights and is potential role in rela-
tion [0 Alrican indigenous peoples i1 pre
sented by Dir. Myameko Bammey Mitvana,
who is a member of the African Commission
oo Human and Peoples” Rights. Finally the
severe human rights abises commitied
agxinst the Ogonl people 5 Nigeria is (ighl-
-e:nlr.t_:l\' dexcmibed by YVineent [demyvod

Whereas indigeaous taoes have been on
the poliscal agenda m many regions of the
workd for several years now, the docomion
iz still new 0 Afrca. It B our hope that the
Confereace on Indgeaoan Peoples 1n Eaw
e, Central and Southern Afrca and thin
p-u."-h'.r-:m will comstruct ety conlrdsute o
ihe debate sl wall play a frunilul robe in e
erther process of improving the onitical sile
atson of ihe indigenoas people of Alncal )



ANDREW GRAY

1955 - 1999

frer Lovears ofintensive work for the intermanonal
maovement for the nghts of indigenous peoples,
Andrew Gray 15 no longer among us, Ona net-
working trip for I'WGIA in the Pacific, Andrew Gray and
Jens Dahl managed to getout of the Twin Otter plane which
crashed into the sea seven kilometres from the shores of
Wanuatu on & May. Andrew was severely injured in the
impact, and in the dark, rain and waves, he did not survive,
In 1983, the Internaticnal Work Group for Indigenous
Affairs had advertised a position vacant follovwing the depar-
ture of our former secretary, We were looking for an anthro-
pologist who could 2erve a8 o Dicector i the Secretanat in
Copenhagen, and at the same time a person who possessed the
academic skills necessary to do research and to write. We
were interviewing a number of anthropologists whom we had
singled out on the basizs of their applications when suddenly
this young man, of whom we knew nothing, appeared. Andrew
had comie straight Trom Gothenburg where a froend of his, a
fellow South-Americanst, had told him about the vacan
pasition in PWOLA We interviewsd Andrew, and there was
no doubt i our munds; thes was our man.
Andrew immediately came across as an anthropologist
who had done not only excetlent field work, but was engaged
in the lrves of the people he had lived with, the Harakmbut,

and their future. He already sawd then that be would not look
for a university position, He wanted 1o ose his experience
and skillz 1o work actively to strengthen the sivation of
indigenous peoples who were being assaulted by State
socielies, Ever since then, whenever he was asked if he
would apply for a vacant position, he would decline the
suggestion. With his outstanding intellectual resources and
his enormous capacity towork, he could easily have chosen
a purely academic path, and with brilliant resulis, But he
alwaysdeclined for the same reasons: hiscompassion [orthe
many vulnerable small-zcale socienes i the world, We
cannotstress enough the rare andvaluable gqualives Andrew
possessed. and how delighted we were that he chose o
channel so much of his energy through his work in IWGILA.

Very quickly, Andrew gained an impressive amount of
knowledge on indigenouws affairs and, coupled with his abil-
ity tranalyse complex issues, he soon gained respect wher-
cvier he went. He worked tirelessly within IWGIA's Secre-
tariat in Copenhagen, wiiting and editing documents and
our pewsletter ‘Indigenous Alars’, prepanng for confer-
ences and meetings and then writing up reports from them,
as well a5 numerous reports from his networking trips. His
contribution to the understanding and promaotion of indig-
enous issucs spans the whole spectrum of topics, such as



indigenous righta, self-determination and sell - government,
biodiversity and other environmental concerns. He was o
hard working and prolific writer who managed Lo pat into
print his own thoughts, ps well as those of many indigenous
individuals and organizations who entrusted this to him.
From 1983 on, Andrew s written contributions can be found
in numerous IWGIA publications, In addition to his docu-
iménis on the gold rush [n Harnkmbut territory in Pera and
his docurment on indigenous peoples and biodiversity, he
can be found a8 & major contributor 1o & number of other
documents, as well as 1o “Indigenous Affairs’, Special men-
tion must also be made of TWOILA's yearbook, *The Indip-
enous World', which was Andrew's bramnchild and towhich
he contribuled substantially ever since its fivel issue, An-
thropology remained the solid foundation of his work, and
in 1997 he published three impressive volumes on the
Harakmbut of Amazonian Peru

Andrew engnged himseli wholebeanedly m imlermational
fora such 55 the 11O and the LN, Tris in TWGIA's yearbook
that we Find Andrew”s numerous and lucid reporis from the
meetings of the United Nations” Working Group on Indig-
enos Populstions, including the process of drafting the Diec-
laration om Lhe Rights of Indigenous Peoples, a process which
startéd in 193 He also engaged himself exiemsively in the
proceedings aimed at establishing a UN Permanent Forum
on Indigenous Peoples. Andrew played a major role in the
International Commiuon wihsch [WGLA st up 1o imvesti-
gate thedire situstion of the Jumma peoplesof the Chintagons
Hill Tracts in Bangladesh and this helped lay the ground for
the negotiations of the recently signed peace agresment

Adier six years as [WG1 A Director, Andrew became
i member of the Intermational Board of I'WGIA, and then
[t Viee=Chairman i 1998, He contimued s coninbutions
to IWOLA's publications bul he also engaged himself in
projects sdministered through TWG 1A, such asa huge land
titling project in Peru and & holistically conceived project
which he planned togeiher with the Harakmbut.

As Andrew became renowned [or his work for the rights
ol indigenous peoples, he also became a council member of
Anti-Slavery Intemational and a Policy Advisor 1o the
Forest People’s Programme,

For six years he worked as the first incumbent of the
position of Director of IWGIA and he established an excel-
lent precedent for that position belore he became amember
of the Internutional Board of our arganization and then
Viee-Chairman. In these enpacities he also made use of his
unique way of dealing with all kinds of peoplé: his fabulous
sense of humour and his sincere way of attending to people
always made it pléasant 10 be in his company and it invari-
ably meant that whenever there were difficulties within
IWGLA 58 an organization, Andrew was there with delib-
erafions based on his perceptive and sensitive analysis of
any siluation involving a number of people with different
qualilics and interesis.

Aller the long daysof meetings and intense work, howwe
enjoyed his fun-making. his ability (0 re-cnact sequenoss of

the meetings and 10 milate people and cancature them.,
never mockingly, bul with affechon. And here we touch
upon some crocial dimensons in a small organctatiem such
as IWGLA, namely the closeness, the warmih, the fnendship
that we all share. The loss of Andrew as a fnend B o
immense that words do not suffice. With Andrew asupport-
ing wall has been torn from IWG LA, With Andrew we have
lost a close and Intimate fnend. We lost him in the middie
of his stride. Only a few days belore ke kel for the Pacific,
at our Board meeting in Copenhagen. we agreed (o design
anew rescarch project together, And so it is with many of us
who had the privilege to work with him, because Andrew
was born away so young and so fully engaged in his life
projects, nto which he 5o generously invited us all,
Ammong fellow anthropologists, Andrew stond s an ex-
traardinary and uncomprormsmg Hgure, with solid rootsin
hisscholarly feld, in his extensive work with the Harakmbut
people in the Peruvian rainforest and in his moral engage-
ment. He stood as a tall and steaight tree with inlerests and o
compassion for people which stretched boyond the horzon ol
s0 many of his contemporaries. In spite of his young age,
Andrew has left a legacy: o legacy which he shaped through
a process which we were 80 lucky 1o be able to participate in.
Itiswith a profound sense of griel that we golhrough the
process of coming to terms with the fact that the energetic
Andrew, so full of life and laughter, has died. On behalf of
IWGIA. we wish to convey our deepes! sympathy and
compassion o his wifie Sheila and son Robbie and o all of
Andrew’s [amily. IJ

"

ﬂ‘hnul used for the Harakmbut
ndigenous peaple in Poru. Andrew worked lor many

years with immense dedication and affection to sup-
part the cause of the Harakmbut people, and o close

relationship developed between Andrew and the
Harakmbut people. the funds will be
used for making a boarding facility for Harakmbut
students from remole comminities who come o st~
tend school in the city of Puerto Maldonado.

Donations nn;n made vin TWGIA w
ﬁhﬂ}?lﬂ' . Copenhagen, account no. -
1097110, Please indicate your name on the transfer.
MWMHMH*MM
ford Road, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL 56 UNGQ, UK




CONTESTED IMAGES: INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN AFRIGA

By Sidsel Saugestad

he concept ‘indigenons’ s mncreasmgly popular bl alio

highly contentious in international discourse and in no

tional negotiations. As a sociological category it is
subject to viarious definitions, As u legal concept it is only just
heginning o find its form, When ilcomes ioimplementation, the
concepl atands oul us particularly difficolt 1o handle forbureauc
racies. General problems connected with the use of this term
become even greater when apphed to an Afncan conexi. The
present paper looks il some of the historical context 1o how Lhe
concepl developed, and the Afncan context for its use, and
concludes by discussing some arguments thal may be put lor-
wiard for and against using the concepl. But first three general
poinis Lhal are worth noling

A moral claim

The only legally inding stalement about indigenouos peoples
& found in ILO Convention 6%, which so far has not been
ratificd by any Afncan couniry, Moreover, there is a long woy
o g0 before the United Nation's Draft Declaration on the
Rights ol Indigenous Peoples is passed by the General Assem-
by, and many African states ure among the strongest opponents
to the declarntion. [he legsl basis for claiming indigenous
rights is therefore particularly weak i Alfrica. However, ihe
importance of such statements expressing concern for indig-
enousissues should not be messured solely by their weak legal
status. They are the most explicil expression of 2 general trend
that has grown over Lhe livit three decades or sa. This trend is
spearhended by indigenous and human righls organisations,
and sustained by neltworks of co-operation befween national
povernments, and organmnalions meeting in national and mter-
natsonal fors. The very lommiilation of these intemational
msirimenisintroduces a moral standand. and sets a new agenda
This moral standard s nol o matier of degres, and cannot be
micasured by the number of ratifications. In other words, even
i the core of the concepl 1w its legal implications, we must also
ook al ity sockodogical significance. [Indigenous movements
now look at declarations made 10 internationil fora and take
them back as levers for relorm in o national context, [n the
foreseeable future, this is the main significance of the interna-
tional process for the Alrican scene,

A cumbersome bureaucratic concept
However, leaving moral and legal questions aside. it shouold
also be kopt in mind that any procedure for singling out ong



group for special treatment andior affirmative action disiupts
standnrd administrative routines for equal treatment, and goes
against administrative preferences for clear-cut and unambiguous
targe! groups. And while recognising that Africa is a specinl case,
one should keep in mind that the concept of indigenolis peoples is
perceived by boresucrats all over the world as o concept that is
mennvenment, diffuse and difficult to handle. My own country,
Norwzy. provides ample examples of government dismissal and
administrative neglect of the indigenous Saami population. Up to
1987, the Sanmi were nof recogried as a destinet group within the
Kingdom of Morway, instead they were described according to
Finnmark the county with the largest propartion of Sasmi ), or by
aconamic adaptation (teindeer herding) (Mathiesen 1978, Thuen

195). B iook the grealest ol confiict in post-war Morsay [ths
Alta-Kamokeino case in 1981 ) and a new paragraph in the Norwe-

gan Constitution before the Saams became recognined s o dastingt
people, and “Saami’ became a legilimale catcgory within the
Morweginn sdministration.

The need to find a balance bétween the general ideals of
equal rights and equal treatment, and the special needs of the
minorty for protection, 18 a dilemma which troubles all demo-
cratic slates with indigenous minorities within their borders.
The conclusion we can draw from other countries is that a
gradual recognition of special problems and therelore special
needs has only come aboul reluctantly, after indigenous peo-
ples have mobilised themselves. Governments in power have
initiated few changes, Changes have come aboul as reactions 1o
pressure from organisations and from political movements
{ Brantenberg etal. 1995), The concep introduces and emphs-
sises collective rights, while all previous human rights instru-
ments have emphasised individunl rights.

"Is used with two meanings
A third point, which is not specific 1o Africa, is that confusion is
caused by a linguistic ambiguity, The concapt ‘indigenous” is
frequently used ns an adjective to mean ‘local’, "native’ and
‘non-European’. This is fairly unproblematic when used about
g ‘indigenous agriculture’ or ‘indigenous plants’. In fact, o
grouparound Robert Chambers at the Institute of Development
Studies in Sussex, UK. used the term inthis sense long belore its
current legal fashion. Their research uncovered the consider-
sble knowledge and expetience contained in ‘indigenous® sys-
tems of cultivation, tn contrast to Western and ‘scientific’ farm-

ing systems, and argued (or a greater emphasss on “indigenous
knowledge systems™ in development programmes { Brokensha.
Warren and Werner 1980). This school of thought has been
widely influential and may acoount for some of the resistance
among development workers and bureavcrats for using ‘indig-
enous’ in the more restricted UN and 11O sense.

An inconvenlent conceptin Africa
Inthis global pecture, Africa, and muchof Asin, represents special
conceplual challenges. If we loak at the colonial roots of the
concepl, indigenous peoples are the descendants of those who
occupied a given termitory that was invaded. conguered or colo-
nimed by white, coloninl powers. Structurally similar problems
were credied in places as diverse as the Americas, Austrabia, New
Zealand/ Aotearva and Greenland. However, ina global pemsipec-
tive the situationismost dear-cut where white settlers urrived from
outside, while relations are more varied and ambiguouws in Europe
nnd Asis. 5ome of the mosf complex relathonstips dre those
berween original occupants and mcoming groups in Africi

Ivis more difficult to analyse A frica, but also more challeng-
ing. Thedominant position of whitecolonis! forees left all of black
Alfrica in 8 subordinate position that was, in many rEspecis,
smilar 1o 1he position of indigenows peoples elsewhere. [n
relation 10 Lhe colomal powers, all native Africans were (a) (int
comers, (b) non-dominant and (c) different in culture from the
white intruders. Moreover, local people were associaled with
‘nature” and “traditsonal lifestyles’, which are common indig-
enous altributes, in contrast 1o the control of technology, manu-
facturing and development which was sssocisted with the intrud-
ers. Thus, the dominant blackfwhite dichotomy in Adrica tended
toreinforce the notion that all native Alfricans were "indigenows’.

The conceptual probiems were noted in the report from the first
conference on indigenoas people in Afnica. convened by the Inter-
niational Work Groep for Indeenous Affars (IWGLA) in 15905

The concep of indigenous people, ax applied o the African
setring, (s @ complicated and much debared ome. But this i
maostly so from the perspective of the dectsion-maken o
those dealing with internationn hamun rights (oses, and
lexs o when seen by those who themselver claim fo be
indigenous ... Every one of the preveniations made io the
conference teshified Io the discriminatory treatmers @ocorils
ed indigenous peaple by the dominating popeelations in the
eolintrigs, not s a rasuds of arempes 1o sel themselves apart



i Hmb senm Sewsi Fumer Mok Mabsnrem

socially or polivcally - b because indigenons peoples
toaked different, dressed differently, behaved differently or
otherwise werg perceived 1o be different from the rest, ndig-
eRous idendity was an experienced social realily whebher
covesciously aoknowledged and made pact of public and
polivical discowrse or not {Veber gl al, 100310 14-15, em-
phiasis adaed)

The important difference from the other situations mentioned
abowve is that, eventually, the white colomial forces withdrew
from Adnca, Accordmegly, many national politicians argue
strongly that all Africans are indigenous, or alternatively, that
thizis a distimetion that does not apply tothe African continent
Meither position, however, helps us 1o analyse the complex
mternal relanonships in parts of Africa, Partof the problem on
this continent is that this linking of indigenous with o colonial
situstion leaves us without & suitable concept for analysing the
same type of infernal relationships that have persisted afrer
liberation from colonial dominance. In a number of African
countries, minority ethme groups have historically occupied
inaccessible regions, often geographically isolated and socially
marginalised, and with their culiures distingt from the national
hegemonic model. These minorities suffer various forms of
exploitation and domination within the national economicand
polhitical structures that are commaonly designed (o reflect the
interests and activities of the naticnal majority

Themodern, analytical, use of the concept focuses precisely
on this post-colonial, internal relationship, A conceptis needad
in international law todescribe such sections of a population and
their position as indigenous peoples in relation o (polimically
and numerically ) dominant sections. The term "internal colony’
15 sometimes used 1o reler o peoples that wiall never achieve
independentstatehood. Unlike the peoples of the Third World
who have been able to take control of their terntories through
strength of numbers, “the tiny internal colonies that make up the
Fourth World are tated always to be minority populations in
their own lands."” (Dvek 1985:1)

Limitations to definitions

Bothindigenous organisations and the LN system argue strangly
agamstavery strel delnion of whois imdigenous, Thiss partly
because many governmenis may wse a strict definition as an
excuse for not recognising indigenous peoples within their own

territories, Moreover, international debates emphasise thai a
concepl such as Human Rights has been used in a number of
important declarations without a very precise definition of the
concept. Indigenous is a relative lerm: a group is only indig-
enous in relation to ansiher encompassing group that defines
the dominant structures of the state. The meaning thus depends
on context, The core criteria of 1} priority in time, 2) perpetu-
ation of cultural distinctiveness and 3} expenience of subjuga-
tion and marginalisation, togetherwith 4) self-identification as
adistinct people, seem o have gained umversal sceeptance but
may appear in very different combinations.

Ay coamn emphasis would be on the structural features; not the
specific properties of 4 group, but their relationship to the
governing structures of the state. The core feature of this
relationship is the lack of recognition of the distinet background
and special needs of indigenous people from the nation-state.

Among otheér things, this has implications for handling the
dimension of time, A strict linesr perception of time should not
overshadow the impact of historical relations on the present
situdtion, Inother words, emphasizshould not be on the histor-
cal fact ol suppression by annexation or conguest, bul the degree
towhich this suppression -be it by physical vinlence, deprivation
of rights. stigmatisation or marginalisation - has continued as a
living memaory and contemporary experience, [tis a sense of
continuity with those living in a territory al the time of contact
that is imporiant. This may be expressed in the vse of land, or
in @ clear sense of having been deprived of its use.

A similar emphasis on structural features can be found in a
report from the Indigenous Peoples of Adrica Coordinating
Committes { 1998), noting:

AF Africans had been gt the UN table ar the stari af the
LNWOTE process ey copddd have prphasised ot the issue
5 ik abariginality, bul rather the or-going pariicilar rela-
tierkisfilpe of herter-gatherers and pavioralisis fo natiral re-
source management. This relationship, which is ancient in
chargcler and relatively wnfouched by coloninlism, kol
shaped cultures, languages ana idenities. These commumni-
ffex heve been srigmiaiised i postndependent Africas sintey
ax backward and enproductive.

Choice of terminology - a choice of strategy?

Itis important. especially in Africa, to distinguish between the
relationship of subordination that characterises indigenous
groups. and vanous and widespread forms of ethnic or tribal
differences. Groups that are disadvantaged miy, for avariety of
reasons, want to be included under the umbrella of indigenous, for
whatever prolection or support this can lurnish, However, any
concept that conceivably might bring about some benefits may
alzo be wsed opporfunstcally. 1t s oot helplul (o describe all
ethnic minorities suffering from human rights abuse ax indig-
enous, Bemgeoined asaninstrument for redressing certain types
of injustices, the concept loses its strength if it is being used to
describe all types ol injustice. But while the discussion of appro-



priate use of the term i3 important, this 5 nol yel a significant
problem inan African context. {However, it may become so. iff
when indigenous organisations become more influential},

In the present situation, a more acute dilemma is posed by
the question of whether or nol one should avoid arguing lines of
indigenousness, if this 15 seen to antagonise governments, [tis
a regretiable fact that most indigenous peoples in the Third
World - however defined - also find thems=elves inasituation of
poverty and deprivation, lacking in resources, sconng low in
education, often suffering from apathy, alecholism and despair.
Crovernments often argue that ope should not focus top much on
the contentious and abstract issue of ‘indigenousness’ bul rather
address the evident situations ofpoverty, Development organi-
salions. noting genuine human nesds, may be inclined to agree
and play down the political issue, If help can be extended to
deprived indigenous groups under the label of welfare pro-
grammes, o be it, provided it still reaches the target groups and
alleviates human suffering.

Whether this is a wise strategy (o follow or not depends on
the objective. Clearly, mdigenous peoples’ problems are al-
most abways alzo problems of poverty that can be alleviated by
welfare. However, this removes the symptoms, not the cause
(Saugestad [998). Addressing the root causes implies, inan-
thropological terminology, a recodification of the silustion, and
a contestation of meaning, This means challenging the domi-
nantrules whereby society allocates people different value and
unequal position in society and rewards culiural qualifications
and skills differently. The indigenous struggle seeks to change
thig. The appropriation of sellhood concerns the development
of an expanded ‘vocabulary” with which to speak of oneself
internally as well as inter-culturally {(Eidheim 1992).

Talking about cultural differences, identity, and contesta-
tion of meaning may appear less radical than those who argue
along the lines of class differences. Economic mechanisms
usually relegate indigenous people (o the bottom of society,
Paradoxically, a focus on class conflict may appear less contro-
versial io many governments because it simply implies & tacit
acceptance of the view Lhat the problem of indigenous peoples
iz one of poverty only. The underiying mechanisms of unequal
opportunity can never be removed by welfare, but need a
changein the dominant political dizeourse. In Keesing's termi-
nology, a counter-hegemonic movement "enigils a contesta-
tion of meaning as well as of political power™ (1992:232),

A state's attitude is expressed in its political and legal
structures. The conflicting world-visws between state buresuc-
racies and hunter-gatherers or pastoralists can appear as differ-
ent approaches to land use, differencesin the organising role of
kinship, differences in traditions for acocumulation and con-
sumption.and in the different perceptions of leadership (Barnard
1998). Wherever conflicts of interest over land occur, bureau-
cratic ignorance about the logic of [oraging systems, and the
lack of recognition of the legitimacy of non-farming wse of land
tends to aggravate such disputes. In this perspective, it is not
entirely obvious that avoiding the kind of antagonism that the

concept of “indigenous’ may provoke from those in poweristhe
beststratepy. The terminology used 1o desenbe a given sifua-
tion also indicates what can be done to change it.

The formation of indigenous representative organisations,
and the recognition by governmenis of such organizations as
lepitimate partners in negotiations, have been among the miost
successful innovations in the trouhled field ol relations hetween
nation-states and ther indigenous minorites, A consiructive
minority policy can anly be developed throngh consultation,
and consiliation requires independent, répresentative indig-
enous organisations that can negotiate with the government,
Recognition of this condition implies the recodification of a
relationship from one of dominance and subordination toone of
mutual respect between different but equal partners. Far from
being a threat to political stability, this recodification has turned
oul to be a vital contnbution (o the democratic process, [Lisa
lesson that governmentsin A fricacan but bene(it from applying.
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fer the lormation of the Alncan Indigenous Women's
Orrganization (AIWO) in April 1998, there & hope for
Afrncan Indigenous Women to be recognized. The
juurney Bas just staried bul there & light ahead - as the saying
goc & long journcy starts with a step
Ii is grest that in a few year's time, with the help of our
partners, the Alrican Indigenous Wamen can see themselves
working ke our ssiors in Asio and the Americas. | say this
because whien | first atiended the meetings in Geneva, | won-
dered where we had been all these venm. A Jot had been going
on for vears on indigenous issues but African Women were in
the dark. Special inbute goes 10 Lthe Netherlands Centre [or
Indigenous Peoples for helping form the Adricin Indigenous
Women's Organization and to IWGTA for thelr continuows
facilitation in attending the Indigenous People’s Forums in
Geneva and other parts ol the world, As lor me, | am very
grateful than this has enabled me to attend and represent
Adrican Indigenous Women in Acers, Ghann and Geneva, both
durimg the United Nutions Working Croup on [ndigenous Popu-
Intion, during discussions on the United Nation Permancnl
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Forum forIndigenous Peoples snd in the Arushs Conlerence on
Indigenous Peoples from Easiern, Central and Southemn Alrica.

I'he Arusha Conference wasa learning process [or many of
us. It was a tme 1o learn and share experiences with other
indigenous peoples we hardly ever mel. This was the fimsi time
I met and learmi about the hunter/gatherers; s community 1 did
not know existed in Tanzanin, | heard theirstory and concluded
that we indigenous peasple whio are working with cur peaple, we
have tomove and take stock af our indigenous communities,
hunter/gatherers and minonities in the diferent countries ol
Africa Oin the Afmcan continent we have vel 1o discover more
indigenous peoples, Tam more worried abowt Uhe role plaved by
womenin these communities. Are they in any way recognized 7
What role do they play as supporiers of ibelr commumnities?
Arusha has given os hope to move forwand

We met as indipenous women among ourselves 1o expross
our éondern regarding differear wenes. It was evidenl thal we
had long been isolated. AIWO is the only hope with which 1o
highlight our fight. Sharing our views, Lrealized that ss the focel
point for AIWO in Esstern Africa, 1 have 3 big usk ahend of



mie, working lor my [ellow indigenous women. The problems
aresimilar [roam one country (o another, There are many faciors
that constrain the participation of indigenous women in differ-
enl decision- making structures. These are structures that could
helpin the recognition of the African Indigenous Woman, Some
ol thess constralns are

a} A lack of knowledge about their roles, rights and powers o
implement and perform

b} Menlack the willingness 1o share resources and powerwith
WOITIER

¢) Women lack economic power.

d) Negative cultural beliels exist in almost all indigenous
communities. For example, in Afncin indizenous commi-
milies, vweonmmen ane viriually bebind the scenes.

¢) Inadeguate understunding of pender ssnes.

i High illitieracy rates (80-90% ) amongst most indigenous
WOImCTL

g) Wamen do not own or have the nght to property.
b} Lack of leadership and advocacy skills.
i) Poverty

In Kenva. indigenous women have come together 1o identify the
above Usoes as the major hindrance to their development
gnd recopnition. This has iaken place in two different areas

From North-Central Region {Samburu, Marsabit and Isinlo )
the women identified problems which are similar and (aced
by all women in that region. They [ormed ROPWIK - the
Netwark for Pastoralist Women in Kenya. This is a network
to help pastoralist women organise themselves and identify
ways in which they can move forward in development. The
second place where the indigenous women have come 1o-
gether is in Kajiado. Women in decision-making positions
discussed problems thal constrain their participation in gco-
nomic decision-making in the district. The outcome from the
two meetings was similar. Through n participatory process,
they identified local policy concerns in their districts. Among
these are:

1) Marketing of livesiock and crafts products
b} Adult literacy
¢} Chirls education and. amongst other things

d} Security

In Arusha, these issues came op again mnd agein, and nol only
among women but also among indigenous men. expecially the
hunter/gatherers. [t was here that the indigenous peoplesspoke
a greal deal on representation in different forumes: an issue thai
someimes creates confhcl smong people. Hepresentation {rom
the international NGOs guided us on how to get funding and how
0 Organise ourselves,

A for our development partners, iUbs great and wonderful thist
you have given African indigenous women a chance 10 be henrd
Crurvoiceswill be louder ns we organise ourselves, Inthe Eastern
Adrican Region, we are planning o Conleronce 1o bring more
indigenaus women together o learn, share and inform our reghsn
of the role we play in our communities. This will nkso take place
in other remons ol Alrica in the future. AW has focal ponts
representing five reglons: North Alrica. West Africn, Central
Africa, Eastern Africa and Southern Alrica. This was discussed
by indigenous women who met in Amaterdam in December | 998,
during the launch of the report on the firs African Indigenous
Women's Conlerence held in Agadir, Morocen.

Forming the regions will make it easier for AI'WO 10 coor-
dinite activities and communicate oasily with indigenous
women. The [ocal people have a big role ns they are the ones
who will organise thelr own region and come up with ways of
forming the structure of AIWO in the future. [t s also a1 the sub-
regional level that problems (acing indigenous women can be
easily ilentified and solutions discussed. Activities and priority
areas can be well planned. It s at these points that the indigenous
woman can have a visablity

There s a challenge ahead for us indigenous women. Our
organisalion is just one year okd, wathout any funds and rying
10 be visible and heard. Do we have hope? Yes we do. But we
need help, especially in funding. To build the capacity of
indigenous women so that their voices can be sironger.

Lucy Mulenkel i a Maasas and focal person i the Enatern Africe
repiiny for ASWEE Sy i on envarenment and development radio
Jeriirrngalesy gind the coorimagor of = Frdipemouy foformmson Ner-

v ord, L)

Kassfwiin e, Rettia Pl disa Vislsy
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r Mether and child of the Efe (pygmies), Tturi Forest, Upper Zaire, Photo: Espen Weehle




REPUBLIC OF CONGO

By Stephan llundu Bulombo

he Pygmies, who for-
merly lived as hunter-
gather-grs in the large

[oresmolourcountry - the Demo-
cratic Republicof Congo - have
seen themselves expelled from
their homes, which have be-
come reserves for wildlife and
flora and converted mio na-
tional parks. In South Kiva.itis particularly the National Park
of Kahuzi-Biega which has become a world heritage for the
protection of rare fauna and (lora species, being alsoused as
animpostant touristsite, Today, however, we know how these
reserves have been destroyed as a consequence of war.

The Mational Park of Virunga in Morth Kivae, aswell as
the bigequatorial forest inthe Eastern Provinee (formerly
Upper Zaire province) have also become important ag-
tractions, guarded by the authomnties. They also constitute
areas where the Pygmy communities, as a result of their
expulsion from the forest, now live in small, isolated and
dispersed groups,

Thisexpulsion has been carried out without any indem-
nification and the expelled Pygmies are l2ft on their own;
they live without any access to land and they are compelled
tosell their labour fora meagre income in order o survive,
The few actions takenin the pastinorder to integrate these
people have [ailed because they were nol adapted to, nor in
acoordance with, the aspirations of the people concerned.

The rights of the Pygmy people have [or & long time
been abused by theirnon-Pygmy neighbours and ignored by
the Pygmies themselves. The former have taken advantage
of thisignorance, and benefitted from the support of the local
authombies in order (0 maintain the Pypmies in the same
situation; the latter have been purely and simply kept away
from any contact with positive external contnbutions,

Today, while the country is submerged in a war-like
siluation, the Pypmies are those who are the most affected
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and thus become the first victims, as has always been the
case and according Lo the old saying: “When twoelephants
are fighting, it is the grass which suffers”,

As o consequence of the war, the small commuminies are
being further dispersed, poverty iInCreases oven mons, peo-
ple live withour any defence or recognition of their basic
rights and theircultural values are disappearing. Massacres
are carried out agamst this defenceless population,

Because of their strong attachment to fraditional val-
ues and (o the protection of their cultursl wentity, the
Pvgmies are accused by each of the two conflicting groups
of belonging tothe engmy; the two groups thereby seeking
to satisfy their shameful interests: the alienation of land,
the appropriation of property, el

We therefore ask for the support of all those who work
in favour of imdigenous peoples and for a better under-
standing of their proble ms so that throngh well-channelled
actions we can bring about sustainable and efficient solu-
tions in favour of these people who are victims of all soris
of human rights abuses.

We sugpest actions that aim at empowering the com-
munities and directed towards education. health, housing,
land tenure systems, agriculiuee, animal husbandry, peace-
ful cohabitation between communities, peace education
as well as support o local grass roots initiatives,

Paper presenited doring the "Conference on Indigenous
Peoples of Eastern, Central and Southern Africa™, organ-
ixeel by the Pastoralist Indigenous NGO Forien (PINGOY s
Farum) and IWGEA. The conference took place in Arusha,
Tanzanla from 18h to 22nd of Tanuary 1999,

Seephon Hundu Balamboisa Pygmy from the Democraiic
Republic of Congo. He is working for the organisation
PLDP.- Kiva (Frogramme d'Intégration et de Dévelop-
pement diy Peuple Pypmée an Kive) in the Democratic

Republicaf Congo. O
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PYGHIES AND INDUSTRIALLOGGING: (.~ —

THE CASE OF THE BAGYELI
OF SOUTHERN CAMEROON
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By Jacques Ngoun | ! -

E nidustrial rl_l;ggln!g has beei I:|k||'.:'_ rlace
in the region of Bipindi-Lolodord
for 40 years. The logping compnnkes

SAFOR and SFIL carvied out pctivitles there
in the 1950 and the I'l'-'I'Il.|-.“-.I_--.-- tively, Fil
lowing them, WIIMA, BECOW., SFR and
" others. astablished themselves. When evalu

ating the present situation, it is claar that, l
from being o facior promonng development, ndasirial logging
threaters the life and survirval of forest pogulations in genoral, and
the Baevel Py EMies in F'.Jr'-l_".thr T e beempefils that the Bagyeh have
de et ITom lDgging cormpdnmes are hmted wheteas the damages anc
cowssderabile . desiructuon of thetrr way of hie, their sources of [ood
The Bagyelichallenge the decai
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Where can we live niow?
Wihat wall we and our children eal?
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* Avorc the government and our

g 1 Brothers pwaré of our situs
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Introduction

Ligging has been taking place in the Ccénn Deparboent, mor
specilicnllv around Bipindi and K ribd, for roughly doyears. We hoard
of the acuvities of SAFOR inthe 1950 and SF1L imthe 19708 These
petwvibies hove increased s more amd more licencas pnd conceasians
hpve boan given out to logging companies. We Know [hat WLIMA
BECOL SFE, UTC and others are presentin the same sren. Ove
thi pust years, the |:|Til'.'|_1.1n|:1.||.l'|-|_' remoyved miore nnd moee lops
they have increaginghy devasiated the lorest and have thus boenable
1o rench the most remote areas. Unforfonately. Bakolo wnd Bagyels
Pygmy commumities live in these explostod forcats. We haw gl
learned the history of the Fygmy communities of our coaniry. §hoy
pre relalively $mal grioups of peophe who live in so-called camps i

thern Came roon. Oivies i e il o LiEme, e 12" =Tl S

the Toresi 00w

edeniary, Eving In choasen l[ors

NEYE DECOie madee Soed s il
camps or akone the road. o the o f whiEine fOEme nasw Sjeeak ol
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Ogpeig compames, the Pyermes have e lEded new (il L
in the forest, causing & different thyilsm of ife — that of encertamiy

B DOMILMUED amreETy

The effect of industrial logging on the Bagyeli Pygmy
communities
1 hes Py _uTnl-:"\-".'.i:r-l'|||||1.-||--||'.|.|||'I.|||'..-|..:'_,'.|::|| ringe, Thaal 15 Lo iany
F:r'e.'l'" ies are able to lead the e lves thamks 1o the (orest, The
forest s thetr nourmbung rmother, 10 lor them g source of Life.
| !'.|r|r||'|!'_.1|'.c1 patheringioiminlly ke place in the forest. But
sadly, today thas forest |8 suffenng vanous duturbances
Daoest logming bring any benelits 1o the Pygmies in these
=1i|1||||'|=|| arene ! [E s chithieul! fondentdy any Benefis
With tha [IOErEssIve | povel iwhmaont of the forest eco-
gilem, due mamly o the acceleranon of induscresl
Ir'-p_g||||.l_ there ik o real concérn that the food sources
of ik Hakola/Bagyeli Pygmies will collapse and the
fod security which has exsled up 1o the present
day will be undermined ithreatening the E_'|-_::.-_'|| 5

et B Baosds

The nagative impacts of logging on the
BakolaBagyeli
Wie halseve that the lopaers should ot imvade oar
foresis, ewpecially ihe arcas inhabied by Pygmees

bocause they desingy Ceflin Irée fpecred winch are
importan? fou Uheésnr frusts o Uhenr bark

mes Lhey fell other trees carrying Strogdan
thizk, & species which undermnd ouT Soonomy, ©ven

though the Bevers iy 10 cheat us




They abo destroy a multitude of seeds which are very rich and used
in prepanng food. W are very worricd that the logger are taking
all our Toresi and destroying if, and we amk ourelves whai ihe
Pygmies will live off, and how they will live, ioday and inthe future

Let ws iske the cxample of & Pygmy camp iavered by the
maching of a loggmg y. Of course, unaware of the danger
threatening them, the Pygmics will be happy (o see the bulldorers
passing in front of thelr door. Bt the next day bt will be thewr turn,
and they will centainly be gnashing their teeth

The tree from which honey is harvested has been lelled. the tree
which carricd the Strophanthos had bees cut, the trapy which were
Iid have boen swept away, the game which waa easy i caich has
become wary and moved far sway. the stream which provided
drinking watc has bocome a stagnant poil dee 10 the devastating
bulldazer.

Deear participants, imagine lor a moment the reaction of thes man.
He will smicly cry oul, and if we study his ory we will discover that
it i the proclemation of & hesnieh mesage composed of s mulnuds
ol questions

¥ What wall bappen o our environment?

*  What s the fate of our foresis?T

* What will we cat’?

*  With what bark will we heal our silmenty?

' Are the govermmend and our brothers sware of our situation !
*  Why docs logging bring a0 moch chsos?

In one word - will onr Pygmy brothers and sisters sarvive?
Inabl of this, we mes1 be sware that the forest snd the Pygmy people
nre inseparable because, for the Pygmoes, the forest 1s thewr forst
classroom, and hai been for a very long time. Why deprive these
people of their forest, because therein they find everyihing that they
needtolve ? We must be aware that the wisdom of the Pygmy people
lies m the forest

Direct consequences of industrial logging on Bagyeli society
These are the direct consequences of industrial bogging on Bagyeh
society:

= Extreme deiurbance of the habitat and the way of lifz of the
Pygmics,
Dispersal of sedemarised Pypmies.

*  Partizl or complete dissppearance of food prodocts | game, fish,
fruits, leaves, wild vams_...).

*  Bources of fuel wood are further away.

*  Pollution of weter coursss making water supplies precanoss.

*  Perturbations of the rhythms of waditional practices directly
hnked 1o primary fonest,
Desecration of sacred sites.

* Reduction in hunting, gathering and foraging activities. causing
# sharp change n aur way of lile,

*  Incressed suspicion amongs the Pygrmies of the Bantu, and the
associated structures of the logging companies,

Logging and the Bagyell Communities: some suggestions
The environment fora Pygmy person is Lhe forest. To help ihe Bagyell,
this esaronment, the forest, must be prodecied, isexploatation must
be better controlled. The communities’ way of life should be re-

spected. they should be consulted abour the exploimtion of their
Beritage, and the shiould wphold polscies 1o promote regen-
eration of the foresi, which up to now have not Been applied.
Furthermore, the new law on the mansgement of forest re-
sources should be promoied 1o the public and implemented by the
logging companies based on o framework of cooperation with the
Swate and NGOs. The State and NGOs mass rise the swanesess of

logging companies in onder Lo persusde them 1o become agents of
developmeént in our mess

Conclusion
The: Hagyeli Pyvgmies are the first victims of indesimal logging. They
have had 1o endure bogging despite all their efions. The mansge-
menl of our forest s Our envifDMmeHl remsing a problem o which
Cameroonans musd find well thowghl out and concrele soluhions as
quickly as possible. The equilibriom apd connections bepeeen the
forest popalatsns of Pygmies in Cameroon and thetr immediane
environmenl must be preserved.

L&t this Intematsonal Conference in 'Y soundé be the beginning
of the esablishment of & srstegy for the ranonl, aErrinable and
benefical explostaton of the forest and its resoarces

Further reading
Bipombi: Lige Paivioe 1997 - “Costene Espga o Dhesngess O
esion des confies onie popeiations. B dies o o perpecaves . I
Hallrmes Arfwe. Fortiy 0 Commesady Rsals M09 Apcl 1991 p 2
Explosiaton Forestese = Déveioppement Lol an Cameyoos. [ Bl
kemn Arbees, Forés = Cosmonose®s Romaless, Déoemiee 19598 pp L3
Bipembe Lege Fatrice e Mimboh Pami-Féic (997 - “Fopeeer, e
o Dévioppeonen an Comeoan™. Recherche achon particpative we
Wh peupl MeACGOEEET AUIDCMOSE 0 proposilioes 8¢ guelgues auc
denon. Lolodor]. Plesei Sarvey. 21 pepes
Mistisll Lowsss-{bpwald, Higoanby: Lage Fatrice of Wimsbe  Paul Feliv |97
“Arcompapar de asnives de dfoelpppessen de peney T W papes
Hﬁfﬂ-!ﬂr_lm “lat Semsilwioamion o b Formamion des fieves
Fygmém m bhamon 4 by procerson de Fevviromsemioy o 3 & peoos
ravornelle = bénefigur dey sesoeroes fieeadres  Commsmanaaoson
Fotefier™ “Eples o Forfn™ Mbeimayo, 26-Z8 Novemiwe 1997, 17
papes Loy Pypmio BabolsBapycl o bn phinomitor e la défo
restlaDa wivie daen dew modes Of vieT (e “Helleten Adbiey Fosits
& Cpmanansoids Roraler™ Mo 15 & 16, Spisial caméroun, Dévemibig
1988, 11-35
Toangudig besm Lo Commpnamnds Pypmdes Ssbols a0 e gartion de
Ferploianon forestidre osfunmielle. Commuonicatson su Collogue Re-
gional de Mbalmawye organise par b projed SAILD-APE avec la
colisboration du: Propramme Arhred, Foréiz el Communiutes B
rales de MPFD-AC de Douals, 4 pages

Tramslated from French by Dorothy fackson. Fores? Peoples

Programme,

Paper presevaed ol the “lnternabional Conlerence on Foresl Eco-
systems and Development in the South and East of Cameroon™,
Yaouwndd I6-17 Febrayy 009 The paper i writles by Jacgroes
Ngoun with the support of Planet Survey, an NGO working for
sustinable developmen and eniironmeinl develogument,

Jacgues Ngown oo o Bapvell Pygmy Leader from Bipini,
Cameroon. He o working for the argantsation =Comité de
Développement des Bagvell des Arrondiviemenn de Bipindi
Kribi" (CODEBABIK) a
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wanda traces its popula-

tion back tovanousimpor-

tantmigrations around the
cleventhcentury. These migrations
led the Bahuty from the shores of
Lake Chad and the Batutsi from the
high lands of Abyvssinia, These two
peoples, who both came in search
of new agriculiural lands and open
spaces for thewr cattle, found the
indigenous (Batwa ) living with what nature put ai their disposal,
such as the products trom hunting, fruits, roots, etc.

The hour of sedentarisation rang for everybody and ex-
changes - both social and economic - were unavoidable, The
political organisation of the country fell into the hands of the rich
and agricultural exploiation was taken up by the agricultural-
s, Indigenous people, having nothing tooffer in exchange for
the formers’ produocts, found themselves relegated to second
rank and their marginalisation began

Unable to live from nature, which was being attacked by
those clearing the land, the indigenous Mutwa tried (o become
sedentary by exploiting a new area ol intecest where themwr
“masters” could not push them around, i.e. pottery, Alas. they
would soon know better forevenin this area indigenous people
would only be allowed 1o work with ceramics,

At the time of colonisation and "Christlanisation” of
Bwandese society, there followed & socio-gconomic stratifica.
tion which arbitrarily made references to the intellectual
capacity and organizational skills of social groups, T instigs
tors ended up classifying indigenous people as having an 10)
below that of the other groups, yet anothér occasion o
margmalise.

The Babvwa indigenous people were s0on fobe presontedtothe
colonmers as a people that was going to disappear since it had not
been able to adapt itself fo the new realities of sedentary living
and the exploitation of nature within a more sdvanced vision,

A they belong Lo the poorest stratn of the country, iIndigenous
people are also left out of the school system and have thus been
unable fo redress their economic snd socio-political situation

From this double marginalisation comes the politlcal gusr-
anting of the mdigenous people. Since [eudal times, indigenous
people have been characterised as buffoons, no-good people
who only serve to improve the spirits of their masters, ot court
as well as elsewhere, and left anly to do the dirty work.

Al the socw-pohitical level, indigenous people hove ined o
infegrale inlo vanous areas such as agriculiure, cefamics and
education but they have alwavs come L agminst this barrier

which qualifies them as "sub-human beings”; they will always
be the obyect of duscredil underpinned by nume rous proverhs,
whuch wall reanlofrce the other socielal |.l:||-||||~|' WNPression il
them bewng “wmoompetent ™, and *good for nothing™

Because of this, the indigenous peaple are automatically
condemned 10 bve among themselves and they end up being
true parahs. These forgotten people, having no spokesperson

[

INDIGENOUS
SELF-ORGANISATION
INRWANDA -

By Kalimba Zephyrin
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in Lhe pabitscal cordles of the decision makers, ended up believ-
ing - i a Intelistic way - in their condiiion of “corsed™ and
" InCOmpelent

Al the economic level, the indigenous people {in partscular
the Mutwa) live in scandalous poverty and hopes for overcom-
mg this situation are nowhere to be seen. In fec due 1o the
coloniscrs ignorance, and the egosm of their heirs having
prevenied the Mutwa of the chance to benefil from a normal
pchool educaton, it is impossible for them o rapidly change
their socio-economic status,

e only area where the indigenous people have a monopoly
nolonger holds the same importance. Ceramics is the only areas
whiere they excel, although their know-how has not been devel
oped and isstill an unexploited potential, Should efforts be given
i making ceramics market-onented or should other viabie
pratibilities - and they do exist - oot rather be identified?

Problcms are gond for something. At the cultural kevel, the
“'Il.ll_l'_'l.' FidaLEs |'~n1|:'l||.." have known how B preserve therr culiura
heniage, which 5 extremely nich both for women and men, and

goes back to time immemorial. This cultural wealth that has been
ke by the indigenous s lokenof thear cultoral identiy . For thes,
e moigenous Kwandess, wi have sulléred so moch depriva-
tiom &s a resell of thew marginalsaton, should be honourod

Emerging self-organisation

After so many vear of bewing [ TROtien a1 & solah _:1|_I-||1|: al and
economic level in thiscountry, the awareness of the mdigenotis
people wak gweakened in 1% with the creation of the Assscia
tizn for the Promotion of the Batwa [ A.P.B.) and in 1993 vel
another association, the Assoctibion for the Global Develop-
rmientof the Batwa of Rwands { A.D.B. K.} wascreated (o follow
the first one inits global efforts topromote the condition of the
indigencus people. [ hede lwo associabions aim at the emanc
pation and socio-political and economic integrabon of the
mdigenous Rwandesa, (of a0 long pushed aside by thelr oo
heritors the Hutus and the Tutsis

In order to harmonise and betler coordinate theor pro-
grammes, but especially in order to avoid potential rivalnies or
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struggles for influence (since they have the same target group),
the two associations decided in 1995 o unite in a coordination
structure, the CAURWA (Communoauld des Autochiones
Rwandais), which opens its doors iosimilar future initistives in
arder to better serve the cause of the Rwandese indigenous
people,

For the past three years, CAURW A has been pursuing the
nobie task of organising selfl reliance, trving toopen up lor other
new soCio-econamic opparunities,

Todothis, CALUURW A organises training in various areas in
arder toimprove theintellectual level of the indigenous people.
CALURWA works at organising both the national and interna-
tionil community for the cause of the Batwa. [t lobbles donors
and partners on behalf of its member orgnnisations, notably in
order to mobilise funds for projects that will benefit the target
groups of the two associations.

Objectives of CAURWA
The objectives of CAURWA are 1o

* Ensure concertation and complementarity between the in-
terventions of the member associations.

* Unite the Twa aorganisations that work for the defence of
rights, and the promotion of Rwanda's indigenous people.

*  Coordinate and support the programmes of the aloremen-
tioned assochilions.

& Serve as lobbying body [or the negotiations of funds [or its
miembers.

* Fallow upon the budgetary implementation of the prajects
where funding has been negotiated by CALIRW A,

¢ Support and promote the formation of regional and local
ofganisations.

® o Assst il member organisations in structuring and internail
organising (procedures),

*  Assint with the training of member organisations.

Structure and organisation
CAURWA is composed of the founding organisations - i.e. the
Association for the Promotion of the Batwa (A.P.B.) and the
Association for the Global Development of the Batwa of Rwanda
{A.D.B_R.) as well as by others whocan become members after
having fulfilled the conditions of the statutes. CALUURWA's
mission is to coordinate the activities of the grassroots organi-
sations. CALURW A has three main bodies: the General Assem-
Bly, the Board and the Executive Council. The General Assem-
bly s the supreme body of the association and enjoys full
sovercignty. s mission is toc

* [dentify and unite the indigenous arganisaiions That work for
the defence of indigenous people’s rights

* Adoptthe statutes and the internal regulations of CALRWA.

*  Elect nnd dizmiss the members of the Board, the Executive
Commities and the treasuners

*  Take note of the reports and helpthe membersof the Board
and the (reasurers,

* Decide the transter of the head office of CAURWA.

The Board is elected by the General Assembily for three years
and can if necossary be re-clected by the GLA. 1t meets once &
month and when necessary. [1s mission is toc

*  Coordinate the activities of CAURWA.

*  Make propasals 10 the General Assembly on measures 1o be
tukenon problems that present themselves tothe organsation.

*  Prepare and convene the meetings of the General Assem-
bly.

The Executive Commitiee is elecied by the Geoeral Assembiy
upon the proposal of candidstes made by the Board. Ismission sto:

*  Ensure the daily management of the organisation

*  Carry out the recommendations and decisions of the Gen-
eral Axsembly,

*  Takeany initiative that might improve the good functioning
of the organisation,

Realisations

After the tragic events of 1994, CAL'R'W A was created tobe the
spokesperson of the bereaved people of Rwanda. Tothiseffect
contacts were made with various donors, netional as well as
international, [tiswithin this frame work that various personali-
tes of goodwill, such s Ms Dorothy lackson, have visited
CALIRWA in order to hear about the tree situation. These
various messengers have helped us a lot in our know-how and
general knowledge. Thus with the help of Forest Peoples Pro-
gramme (FPP). a consultant has helped us to formulate the
follawing projects;

Rehabilitation project for the Kanzenze reflugees
Small food stores

Cioat breeding

Poultry project

Exploitation of cassiterite

Manufacture of tiles and bricks

& @& & & & &




*  Beverage shops
*  Bchool tunds for children from poor families

1'he first six progects have been provided for the member nsaocia

tionsof CALRWA, asthey work closely with the Batwa villages

Among these vanous prijects, twoso far have been financed -one
{the goat project } has received half the necessary funds, thanks
to FPP. Mot forgetting that FPP has fmanced the running costsof
CALURWA olfice. Other projects have not yet been funded
although they have been sent to varous donors. CALUHEWA has
Just receved a (und sgréeement Bora re habihtabon progect thanks
i0 & Lanadian agency | Peace and Development )

However, we have received funds [or traiming in financial
management from FPP and o the elaborabion of micro-projects
This traming will be held before the end of this vear. This time
nn English organisanon ({OOMIC RELIEF) will ensure core
funding ol the offsce for a three y=ar period

CALURWA pives many thanks o the Difice of the High
Commissiones for Human Raghts, which has never failed 16
support 1l morally and financially, since it has funded wentifica
tcum of the rcluge::..pn::-‘m: IS r-rphr..n-_ul'u‘,'-'. sk P lonwe i g Lhie
eventsof 1994, and CALURW A haz just publihed afolder thanks
to Lhe help ol HOHE and UNDP.CALTRW A also gives thanks
b the Brivish Emibassy for g computer and software which it weas
kind enoueh to grve us. This helps wath the work of the secretari
During 1998, CAURWA pave itself the following objectives

L. Wisitand follow-upon the activities of its member organisa

[{Feh

Approve the projects presented by the member arganisa

tions,

i, Reportonthe projecizapproved and inanced by CALURWA
thanks 1o external funding.

4 Make contact with the authorities at vanous levels and
NGO

3. Vit the forest Pygmies (Gisenyi, Rubhepgeri, Gikongoro,
Kibvuye )

. Convene & Geneml Assembly by the ead of 1998,

Mosi of these objéctives have been realsed. The General
Asscmbly remains, which will be held soon.

CAURWA shosld ac immediarel g withinthe (ollowing areas:
1. Improve the stracture of its grassrools organisations. This

structunng will essenually be based on the tramming of its
members morder tocrontc awareness of thoir own futur ¢

Traintechatcans whowill heable w ensure the supervasion
of the pmssroots member organizations of CALRW A

3. Find pariners that arc capable of helping us carry out our
sell-devalopment programmie,

A CALRWA s still vary young and still has to identify itself,
its perspectives will pot be fullilled without the support of
various donors working in support of the lorgolten people,
Therclore, CALKW A wishes to be supported in:

. Seteing up 4 shop 1o 22l and exhibit ceramc products,

1. hecurning spokespersons who can advocate our cause bath
nationglly and intérnanional ly

L LT hanging Lnow-how and 1ec hr:|-.."._1I|.'4'||1:-.l.|Irii;nr:i.:jmung!hn:

indiperous people

Obtaining funding fof projects that have been approved and
that are in support of the member organisations and Batwa
gioRIps

-

5. Obtasmiag funding for intensifving awaresess raisng vials

1o indipenous familics

Paprer presenied duwring the * Conference on Indigenous Peoples
of Eagtern, Cemral and Southem Almca”, orpomsed Oy ohe
Pageeralin Indigenowr MO Forum (PINGO's Foruwm) and
WAL The conference iook place on Arasha, Tanzana from
8k 1o 22nd of Jamuary 1900

Kelimba Zephvrin is the Presudencol CAURWA (Comrumané
dex Aulochiones Kwandais ), PO Box 3809 Kigoli, Rwanda. Tel
Fax: 04 250 770 40 a




* INDIGENOUS SELF-ORGANISATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA -

e e .

it the regronal conlerends
om developanent prigram
mes for African San

{Bushmen) popeiations, held in
Windhoek, Mamibia in 1992, the
San representatives expressed ihe
need fo formoommitiess 10 present
ourselves at the local, regional
and international levels and to ex-
plore the possibility of setting up a regional 5an network.
A needs assessment was carmied ot m 1994 among the San
communities in Botswana, Namibia, Zmbatre and LZam-
bis. Eepresentatives of the relevant government offices
and non-governmental organisations in the remon. o well
a5 the miernational academics locussing on San affairs,
were also consulted [or the assessment

The findings emphasize the San's unammous hope for
the effective exchange of information and expenence
among their communities and for they mvolvement in
regional development processes. These hopes were reiter-
ated by the 54 San delegates from South Africa, Namibia,
and Botswana al & conference on self-developmenl amnd
resetilement held m D'Ear, Botswans in 1993

In early 1996 the regional WIMSA {Working Group of
Indigenous Minontics in Soothem Afrca) was established
in Windhoek, Namilma and shortly thereafier WIMSA
Botswana was established in D'Ear. The regional WIMSA
i5 registered with the Namibia Mimistry of Health and
Social Services as 8 welfare organmaton and WIMSA
Botswana s regitered with the Botswana Mimestry of
Labour and Home Alfams as a ssoety. Both Mmestroes
fully acknowledse WIMSA s olyectives, which foas on
supporting and petworking sround San affamnm

WIMSA's 15 member organsations in Botswana, Na
mibis and South Africs sre the backbose of the network.
These are 5an organiations which have the right to pariic-
paie in formulating WIMSA policies and work programimes,
o recerve appropriate services from WIMSA. o delegate
répreseniatives 1 the WIMSA annual General Assembly
and to nominate candidates for election o the WIMSA
Board afl Trstees.

A member organisation i obliged 10 observe the xims
and policies of WIMSA and supply WIMSA with copics of
each publication it produces. The General Assembly,
being the highest olficial organ of WIMSA_ mereis once 2
vear as the WIMSA constitution prescnbes. It consists of
San mepresentailives delegated by member organisations
and s responsble for formolabing policies and major ssucs
affecting WIMSA's future. The Board of Trustees cur-
rently comprises three San board members and three
altemmates cach from Botsvana, Namibim and South Afnca

The regonal WIMSA office & run by 2 small team
composed of iwo trainees. a parl-time mentor and a

coordinator. The coondimalor 3 mandaled o mplement deci-
mons laken by the Board of Trustess

In addition to its 15 member organisations, WIMSA has 11
support organisations which include regional as well is interna-
Sonal Entitutions in. B - em and Al |
sations have s right 10 participate in the annual Gencral Assem-
bly, bul they are not permitied to voie. They mre required to
supply WIMSA with copics of their publications. The regional
support organsations provide professional expertise o WIMSA
when called upon and assistance with logistical matiers, Inler-
national support organisations are most helpful in bringing
prgenl matiers (o the attention of media and povernments in
their countnes and n providing moral suppon.

Dbjectives and activities

The WIMSA mission statement prepared by the San delegnies
durmg the board meeting in May 1997 emphasses that WIMSA
shall enable the San to gain political recognition, 10 secure
sccess 1o natural snd financial resources, to roise human rights
rwareness among the communities, to become selfi-sustainable
through development projects and to gain integrity and pride
in their culture.

Al n San conference hosted by WIMSA in Namibin, the San
delegates requested WIMSA's support in the areas of educa-
tion and training, development planning. gaining control over
tourism. securing land ond rights and access o natural re-
sources, oblziming project funds, procunng legal advice, and
woordinating San affairs scross regional borders.
provided sax months of job traming courses in its
Windhoek office for voung San and conducted a series of work-
shops with San traditional authocities from Mamibia on land
Ignune, mcome peneraling posubilities and specific community
problems. WIMSA played an important role in organising the
first secondary school San learners conference held in Windhoek
in 1997, and provided opportunity for San delegates from the
southern Africa region to participate in regional workshops,
infernational conferences and exchange visits ahroad,

As a petworking organisation, WIMSA & not involved in

implementing projects. However. San communities have
continuously requested WIMSA's advice in their efforls to plan

projects, raise funds and generate income.

The issues of land tenure and control over tourism have
required a great deal patience, motivation and commiltment from
all the parties involved. For example, it took two and a helf year
0 negotiate and sign a balance agreement between the San
communities and a lodge owner who had entered into a great
tourism venture. Also the struggle (o prevent the Namibian gov-
ernment’s planned eviction of Khwe community members from a
portion of their land in West Caprivi has continued since May 1997.

WIMSA activities relating 1o institutional capacity building
have consisted of Board and General Assembly meetings
providing support to andlor advising WIMSA member organi-
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sations and visils 1o 5an communities by WIMSA delegares,
The San have regarded the exchange of views and experience
facilitoied during the gathering for 5an from Botswana, South
Africo and Mamibia, and in workshops with international indig-
enous delegates, a5 most useful and eye-opening exercizes.

Constraints and the achievements
I the shor period since i3 inception, WIMSA has gained consid-
erible recognition at the local, regional and international level.
The organisation’s expertise and resources have frequenily been
requested by San communities, NGO personnel, government
officials and academics. On severdl occasions WIMSA personnel
have been valued for their role in engendering self-confidenoe
among the majority of WIMSA trainces and 5an traditional
authorities, which has enabled them fo speak oub in unfamiliae
environmenis such as conferences - like thisone - and 1o lobby their
governmenis around issees affecting their communitics.
Although the traditional leaders of 31 Namibian tradi-
tional communities were, in March 1998, recognised by the
government os members of the councl of traditonal leaders.
none of the San troditional authonbies” applicabions for recog-
nition were taken into consideration at the time. It was only after
WIMSEA initiated a meeting between the Mimister of Eegional
and Local Government and Housing and 5San traditional lead-
ers and subsequently facilitated the fulfilment of the minister’s
requirements of the San communities, that two San traditional
authorities were recognised by the Namibian govermment.

WIMSA also emphasises that all parties mvolved in pcoom-
plishing sel goals arpund San ssues most accept that the San
themselves should set the pace [or any ection leken. However,
cxperience told WIkSA that compromise is often called [or in
this regard, for exnmple the fasi growing toursm nduosiry
determines its own rules and if the Sanwish to be involved in this
industry they will have (o 'be willing to compromise their ideas
in some mskances,

Oiher constraints which have hampered endeayvours sup-
ported by WIMSA are negative tendencies relating to the
generation gap which is evident in most 3an communitics, the
previlence of indpadual advantape over collective interests,
thi apparent passivity of most San women regarding develop-
mental and political matters and the competitiveness prevail-
ing among i couple of NGO's in the southern Alrican region
It is believed that the construints posed by the enormous geo-
graphical distances separating San communitizs and the cur-
rent leck of basic communication links can be tackled far more
easily than the social constrainis noted abowe.

Challenges for the fulure

Ome of the most difficult challenges for WIMSA s to achieve
the wim of ensunng scoess 1o land and natural resources for the
San i their respecive countries, Negobations are continuing
with the South Alrican government regarding the land restitu-
tion clium in the Kalahari Gemsboek National Park, with the

By Kxao Moses #0ma

Mamibian government on the land dispute of the Khwe
from West Caprivi and with the Botswana government
concerning the relocation of the San from their ancestral
land in the Central Kalahari Game Reserve,

The process of empewering the San will be pursued
theough. further capacity training for traditional leaders
and skills training for San plaving specific roles in the
communities. These training efforts will enable the San (o
have their say on, and meke informed decisions about,
social development and political issues affecting the wider
sociely in cach country and region as o whole.

A WIMSA long term goal is to unite all 5an commumni-
ties of the southern Africa region through' the San council,
which: is officially recognised by the Southern African
Development Community (SADEC). It iy hoped that all
the sinkeholders will have the necessary patience, com-
mitment and solidarity to achieve this long term goal.

Paper presenied diring e “Conference on Indigenous
Peoples of Exstern, Ceniral and Southern Africa™, organ-
ized by the Pasroralist Inaigenouy NGOy Forum (PINGO s
Forum ) ana IWGLA The conference fook place in Arnwha,
Tanzgamia from T8h fo 22nd of Jonwerey T2,

Axae Moses #00ma belongy fo the Ju"houn-speaking San
prong witkch lves en remnanis of s aneesiral fand, Fron
TRET-08 he worked for tee previons gevernmeni a1 regisier
afficer and fe parficipated in the eleciion camprign. Before
he joined the then Nyae Nyae Farmers' Co-operative, NNEC,
(e NWyme Nyae Conservarcy) e worked in the Literacy
Programme in Tiecove In F99F for was appaoinied man-
ager of NVEC and e war one of the major plevers i
aegquinng o congervancy for Nvae Myae. Koo Moses 80mi
has bren the WiIMSA chairperson since W7, |

K oy disaer 80 fdope be S e} s Thee sbnnia Cemfarmee.
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by Petrus Vaalbool
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OF SOUTH AFRICA

womld like o st give voua briel backgrownd on the
condstions of the San people of South Africa - some ten
ihowsand people who have been living onder very
harsh repressaon. The San peogile are one of the aldest tribes
of Afnca and we sre sulfering, having bostour language, In
Marmibis, Botswans and throwg houl Southern Afncs there
ire many San or Bushman people who =il speak their

fonguwnge, BUl it is not the olBonl language in ony school
The worst suffering of the San people of South Alrics
is the impact of aparthesd and oppression. The worst thing was that oor land was
taken away from o and we were detven oul ol our traditions! areas. Many of our
greas were tuimed mio Netons] Parks and comservation ancas. | e sititode of the
povernmant wiis Lhat the animals were more importaal than poopke. You can gel
gnincoma oulof nnimals bt the people, Lhey wore just driven away, Whal we have
learntis thal without oar Tand, our culiure begins to die awiy, That we Fose part of

our culiurd becyuse we have mo aecoss Lo our lamd,

Dourisg the wears of aparibsd, our young people - ous youth -were broughl wader
ihe influence of the government. of siaic officials and the Park’s board aol (o use
their language in pablc. One of the grestest sufferings for our poopbe. the San ol
the southern Kalahar, = that we are l2ft with only about iwebve of our clderly
people who can still speak ouronginal language. 11 sour hope snd expectation thai
the South Adrican government will be able tosupport o sharing of the knowledge
of this language with our people,

In 1990 South Africa had a msjor natooal election, our first democratic
chections, and diinng that tme South Afnca developed a very good constliution
Subseguently there have been very goosd policies developed and nice promises and
good things wnd by different minsicrs. Buiwe hove one leer. We onderstand what
happened io us under aparibend and althowgh we have good expoctations.of (he now
Tegime - of the new government - we are also concerncd that we will not get our
rights, We huve Lo see, and we will only believe it when 11 isin our hands. We huve
expectations, but only when we achicve these promises will we Know that wo really
dio have our rights.

Taking as the point of departure the new land law and the policy framework
relating to the national parks board, thes latter has come up with a new policy
which says that South Africen natwnal parks must sccommiodate the necds of
communities displaced from or neighbouring onto national parks. Well, 1 can
tall you that in our park, the Kalahari Gemsbok National Park. there is nosuch
thing. There isstill oppression of our people and we are nol allowed to visit the
park. To gel permission to gomnio the park. you must get a special lelier to be
allowed Lo go in. And | can (el you that even though there should be  positive
relationsip between the park and the people, in the place where we are there
i niy such relationship.



We, the 5an people, we are huntérs, we are people of the open grounds,
But nowsdavs, without our lands, we are living on white farms and in the
townships close to cities, spread more than 1000 kilometres apart [rom
each other. Now we must make an income, we struggle to be able to
make money. The traditional community, the Khwe community in the
Kalahari, lives by the sale of head work and also by being able to make
abone arrow and sell it totourists, There are a number of opportunities
open to us, from films, parks, researchers and tourists, but what happens
at the moment is that the tourists drive by, see us in our traditional
clothes, stop end maybe offer five cents to take a picture. They just put
five cents in your hand, and that's what you get for it 1 they think you
took really sad, they may throw one more Rand in. The same with the
film people. They come with so many promises, they promise you all
sorisof things, then they disappear and younever see them again, They
promise that they will send you & copy of the film, and they don't do that
They promise you that there is going tobe money in the contract and
that doesn't count. They give you a little bit to eat at that time and then
nothing more.

That is how we are exploited. The way that we are exploited is, forinstance,
there isa lot of research being conducted in the Mational Park, and they will
pay our people to do the work. It is research into lions, honey badgers,
cheetahs and leopards and other animals, 5o our people will get mavbe 30 or
40 Rand a day - that is less than five dotlars - and that’s all they get out of it.
Bul the researchers obviously make more out of if, 50 that iz another way we
are exploited.

Eventhe park uses our people inan exploitative manner. They ofter us the
worst paid manuallabour in the park todo the worst kinds of jobs. They oppress
our people. Lcan give you an example of one of our people who worksin the
park. He isone of the cleverest of all our people. A very clever tracker and
very good in the field. When there is a problem or a crisis they will Iy him
toany place in the park and drop him o tosortitour, because he knows the
bush so well. He is a very skilled man in bush ways. But you will see thal he
works under the whites and even under the mixed race people, as if he 15
nothing. Sometimes the people who are his bosses are just voung people with
a little bit of education, but they are always above him. He is always at the
hottom.

I'wasin Cape Town and I bought a book. Thisbook sellsin Cape Town for
about 40 Rand or 6 Dollars and on it was a picture of our leader, the leader
of our people, | asked myself, how can it be that voucan sell a book like this?
People are maeking money from our ethnicity, they are making money from
our pictures and we get nothing from all this - we are not even sure who gives

Hr 3 A rrnided droey ey of Soheriabasds 1 edoeme S0 Lan paa e devr
permission 1o use these pictures. A et '
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[ recently travelled to Shakawe m Botswana (o look at the new
museum that hasbesn sstablished, with rock paintings from that
area. And 1 most tedl you that i is an example of the rights that
are being taken away fromos. There are rock paintings through-
aut southern Afnca and it &5 the museums which have taken
coninel of these. It i a further stnppang o our nghits. Even our
people, when they were taken sway o Johannesburg in 936
and brovght back and then kicked off of their lands, they never
regaimied those rights, the right of access o their traditional sites
and (o traditional artwork. 1S the muaseoms in particular that
are controlling our art resources. our ar tradition and giving
peopleaften false information or inaccuraie information aboul
what Bushman rock pamtings are and what our art means

In 19594 the South African povernment established our new
Constitution. Dur Constitution promises equality for all South
Adffrican citizens, From the content of that Constitution we were
able tomake our land claim for our traditional lands. [1was for
us & great privilege when the Minister of Land Affsirs recently
came toses us in the place where we live. He has already now
dllocated a small area for us, 25,000 hectares for our comma-
nity, This is a stan of something new although 1000 Bushmen
will have to try to be able 1o live in this arca

Furthermore, we have been offered another 25,000 hectares
inside the national park. Well, this is a very good promise they
have made, and it is evidence that the South African govern-
ment is beginning to take the needs of the Bushmen community
seriously. But we arestill faced with our fears and our conoerns;
we still have the problem that we do not yet have access Lo our
traditional grave sites in the national park

[tis agreat privilege for me to address vou this morming and
tell you about the situation of the San of South Africa, but [ tell
youwe are still suffering, we are suffering from the past and the
l2gal discrimination against us. There are many besutiful
promises being made (o us and we look forward (o those, but )
say o you we cannofsitstill and we canniot just wail. Forinstance
with the langunge use, we ourselves have got directly involved
in building up our language and shanng the information with
people. We have invited teachers and resedrchers to help us in
this. for instance Nigel Crawhall, who has come as a language

-Mﬂﬂhﬂnﬁ Cantre for Indigenous Peoples (NCTV), PO Bor 06, 1090 G Amstendam,

284 pp. (comisined m English and French)
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researchear and alsa Tony Traill, the professor in South Alrice
whio helps us with this lnnguipe

O 14th ol January we participated in the World Archago-
logleal Congresa in South Africa. [t was at that rime that we pil
forward a resalution Ul was adopted concerning Lhe relation-
\.hlp between Lhe government, J||'4.'|1.|i.'.|||-:|p1~|1'. and ||||.‘||_!:_r|'|-:|m
communities, There, we passed the resolution that archaeolo
gists should work wo reestablish the fundamental nghis ofindig-
enous paaples, that land rights should be recopnised, that ar-
chacologists and government should work towards promaotion
and protection of our languages and culiures pnd towards the
priomotion and protection of our traditional artwork, 1L was
adopted by this congress, and we feel that this was anothes
opportumiy Lo promote our rights and needs,

| would like toend now and 1o thank vou very much for ths
opporiumnity. | have just shared with you a few brief thoughts and
given a brief re port aboul our condigions, | have to el il |
dcdn 't werite anyihing but | really spoke from my heart and whal
| kpow and God has sent me here (o represent my pes |[:-|1.'. 1]
express the needs that we have and (o share them with you, |
would like 1o cxpecially thank vou for having invited me o
participate in this partcilar (orum. | have some [riends in the
oo here and | hope tomorrow tomake some more, and | would
ke 1o share with you the sdea that bemg miormed aboul each
olher is an opponiunity orus iorecognise that we have common
prioblems and that we can come [ogether and cooperale m
making solutons to those problems. Thank you very much

Yaper presenied during the ~Conlerence on Indigenous Peoples
of Eastern, Central and Southern Alnéa™, orparused by the
Pasteralist Indipesons NGO s Foran (PINGOY s Forwm) and
IWGTA The conference ool place in Arugha, Tanzania from
18eh 1o 2lnd of fanuary JR

Peirux Vaalbood tva Sam aceiviss from Souh Africa repreierining
the orgarisation San Vereniging a

and Intarmational Boaks.
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By Benedict Ole Nangoro

hereis acombination of Tac-
- fors which pozes serious

threats o pastoralism as
practised in the four districts af
Kiteto, Monduli, Neorongoro and
Simanjice {Tanzanis Maasailand)
and to pastoral livelihoods!;

The insecurity of résource Lenure
and a barrage of land use conflicts
feature as the most oulsianding
threats [acing pastoralists in the four districis. Land use conflicts
emanate from conflicting land use practices between pastoral-
mm and agriculiore, pastoralism and wildlife conservation,
pastoralism and mining activilies. pastoralism and charcoal
burmng. Abenaton of key pastoral resources such as land,
waler and 22l hoks 5 the most senous threat [ong the Maasai.
It has reduced mobility of herdsand, in doing so, it has destroyed
mechanisms that have previously been effective in coping with
ecological weissitudes. Thes has contnbuted (o (he indrease in
the (requéncy and intensity of ecological shocks among the
pasiorel population of the region.

Axaresull, an incréessine number of people are bemng forced
oul of pastoralism, are ynablz to re-ealerinlo the economy and
ure unable o find other economically viable aliernatives out-
side their areas. Evidenoe of this trend isnoted in the increasing
numbers of pastorelisis moving away from their areas insearch
of emplovmentin peri-erbancenires ol major iowns. Having no
marketable sills. most of them Inve m sub-human conditionsin
urhan slums and eam & pittance assecurity guards. More secure
livelthoods could be avalable 10 them i the trends thal are
forcing them out of pastorabism could be stemmed.

Influx of agriculturists into pastoral districts
Anather factor is an uncontrollable infinx of sgriculturists into
pastorel districts which has reduced the physical base and is
undermining the viability of pasioralim. This uncontrolizd
influx is further threatening the sociosconomic, civic and political
representtion of the pastors] growps inthe four detncx Following
planned relocationsof people and hapharand migration. the Masssi
are becoming a minority i their own aress in some dstrict, Ths
i bound 1o resuli m the demal of political representation shoukd
migrants vote along cthmc lines. [tako hasimplications for cultural
pride and autonomy and further losses of pastoral resouross. 11 also
has the poitential for increasing conllicts which have already
emerged over competition for resources.

Ancther important factorare the unfvourshie terms ol trade
for pastoralists hence a decrease in the value of their products
keading to increased economic vulnerability, Pastoralists in the
four districts experence price differentials every dry season, with
livestock prices plummeting and those of gram sky-rocketing.

Anti-pastoral bias
There exists o strang anti-pasioral bias in poticy circles, hence
lack of policy l[ormulation and development inlerventions sup-
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portive of pastoralism. Tanzsnisn vestock policies reflect
official bilas agmmnst pastoralem and in favour of other economic
systems. Development planning in pastoral areas has been
based on three assumptions: | ) thai pastoralists are nolconireib-
uting adequately 10 national development; 1) that they over-
stock and overgraze and that overstocking is enviromnentally
destructive since it causes desertification; 3 ) that pastoral lands
could be put to hetter and more productive economic sctivity.

This bias has manifested itsell in the alienntion of lands
occupied by pastoralists 1o other uses such as wildlife parks,
foresis areas, larming, mining, etc, The anti-pasioral beas isalso
evitlent in Lthe comimon practice of dsinbution of seeds and farm
implements following droughts as opposed to re-stocking.

Some of the natonal programmes aleo reflect more olficial
hins against pastorabsm. The Villagisation progrmme was
one of these policies, introduced in the 197 s with the purpose
al bringing services closer to the people. The programme
affected many Tanzanians, but the impact among pastoralists
W COOTIONS since il suppressed customary righls o resources
for pastoral communities by seftling agriculturists on pastoral
lands and not the other way round, and brought none of the
intended services. This then set off an uncontrollable trend of
infiltration into Maasailand by ngriculturisis,

Farm linds have been allockied 1o locil and foreign crop
cultivaton in afl the four districts where high potential areas
have been cultivated and pastoralists are pushed 1o the more
arid zones. This has often resulted in the blockage of acoess 10
waler sources, salt licks and dry season grazing arcas and has
ilso ereated Derce competition over critical pasture and water
resources. Where shifting coltivation takes place, as in the case
of Kiteto District, it is creating enviromnenial degradation
which is increasingly reducing the viability of pastoralism as an
CCODMMIC BCTIVITY.

Conflicts between wildlife and human activities
The alienation of pastoral lands for wildlife has taken place in
Simanjiro through the creation of Tarangire National Park; in
Ngorongoro, during the carving out of Serengeti National Parkand
Ngorongoro Conservation Ares, and in Mondull throagh the
creation of Lake Manyara MNational Park, Ngordoto National
Purk. In every caze, the process involved the evicton of the
indigenous Maasai from prime grazing aress for the exclusive use
ol wildlife. Hunting blocks also exist in all the four districts and have
elmillarly introduced restocive measunes 0 pastonl aciviies.
Conflicts between wildlife and human activilies orignate in the
historical approaches o conservation movemcnts in the
region. Official policies and attitudes relating 1o wildfife manage-
ment in the regon kave tended 1o over-emphasne a law-enforee-
ment approsch. This method of conservation had been inherited
from the colonial ern during which time the nghts of people
occupying the same territones with wild animals were regarded as
secondary 1o those of the wildlife. Accordingly, the trainingof park
management followed the same trend, whereby deve
concerns of local people are disregarded in favour of wildtife.

Parsdoxically, while pastoralism and wildlife are the most
compatible forms of land use (as oppoased to pastoralism/agri-
culture or wildlife/agriculture), the imposition of exclusive
models uf property rights heightened the wildlife-pastoralism
conflicts and these conflicts have now reached unsustainable
levels in some areas of Manssailand, Whereas the Maasai bear
the brunt of wildlife presence in their aress (discases. the
maiming and killing of people and livesiock by predators),
beneafits generated from wildlife resowrces through toursm are
utilised by the central government. park authorities and by
outsiders. In cases where the wildlife transmuts diseases o
domestic stock, no programmes have been initiated to combal
such discases from funds generated from wildlifeftourism, Al
thouogh collecied locally, the revenue is used nationally and
local communities do not benefit, and conflict persists.

Poverty

Increasing levels of vulnerability and poverty also constitute a
major factor. The ability of pastoralists to manage ecological
uncertainty and spread risks has been reduced significantly,
some of Lthe consequences of the shrinkage of the resource base
s a decrease in the mohility of herds and a change in patterns of
resouroe utilisation, This has in turn led to livestock losses and
incressed levels of poverty and [ood insecurity. Whils food
insecurity in these pastioral arcas was nften transitory, with dry
seasons being assocated with food shortages, more hovse holds
find i increasingly difficult to withstand shocks, such as drought
and disease. Food shortages have now become a permanent
feature, with the majority of households being unable to provide
for themselves. Some children. for example, were reported dend
in Moita Divisson of Monduli District following the 1997 drought,
The remoteness of pastoral areas, coupled with inadequate
coverage of busic services, has reinforced marginalization of
pastoralists and slumped them further into the trap of poverty.

Lack of soclal services and infrastructure

The coverage and quality of basic socm! services is insdeguate.
All the four districts are in a dire state of underdevelopment.
The majority of the peopie have no access 10 basic social
services. In the whole region, it = common knowledge that
ieachersseck iranafen away [rom the region for sck of services.
Simce supervision does not take place, apain because of distances
and ashortage of trandportation, many teachems undertake other
activities instead of performing their duties. This, couplad with a
lack of the necessary school equipment and long distances to
schools, leads to massive dropouts and creates a situation whereby
Maasai children never seem to advance 1o secondary schoals.
The resulting eflect of all this for the Maasai is a lack of trained
professionals to perform services in their own areas,

The infrastructure for the livestock sector does littls in terms
of rendering services. There is a chronic shortage of water and
the little which s available is shared both by people and
livestock. For instance in Kileto, oul of 20 dams only 9 (45% )
are operalional. The same is true with the other districts. The



protlem (s further exacerbated by an inellicent hvestock
markeling service, since markets are too fow and far apart. The
staffing of these infrastruciures is also poor, People move o
other regions seeking these faclites {e.g. Handeni, Tanga
Dar-Es-Salaam and Dodoma) but they encounter senous diffi
culiies, including robberizs and physical assaults, Trekking live
stock to markets in Keova is a common and necessary phenom
enomn, sspecially from Monduli and Mgorongoro, despine the fac
that cross-horder stock movement is considered illegal

The mostcommaon livestock discases are tick-borme, such as
East Coast Fever and anaplasmosis; nlso irvpanosomiasis, which
i5 transmitted by the 1se1se fly

Health Services are also poor and Tar apart. Governmen|
fecbiieslack equipment and drug supplics and officers sre cormipt,
patients do nod get the attention they require, The facilities that
are managed by the voluntary sector are few nnd erowded

The most common diseazes are malaria, PRoumona, res
piratory mfectious discases, diarthoea, ansemia, eve and skin
diszases. These diseases are mainly coused by insdequate and
umsale water supply, poor environmentil sanitition and poor
nutnitional status, especially of pregnant and lactating mothers
and of children. Homan ailments are mainly caused by low levels
of hygiene, inadequale calorie intakaior transmitied by bugs

I'he mirastructure of these facilibgs & poor and someé gov
ernment-ownéd dapensarees necd re-building, while others
necd repair. Some roods e toosmall
1o Facilitaie the provision of
basic dispensary
services. The
chmasch-
un
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KENYR

—_——

Tak AR §

dispensarics are more popular, with efficient care compared (o
the povernment [acilities, which lack hospital equipment, ad
equate and experienced staff, transpon, drogs eic, resulting in
viary poir guality of health care serviice delivery. Inall the areas
visited, governmeni exiension officers had never been heard of

[he effectiveness ol somal senvices 15 negatively affected
by the poor transport and communication systems. Most roads
wre in poor condition and are impassable duning ramy seasons
Heiween B and 20% of patients walk or use bicvcles, Jorries and
trivctors to reach health facilities. There are hardly any reliable
lelephone services in any of the districts



Social costs of Structural Adjusiment Programmes (SAPs) have
simitlarly worgened an already bad situatton. The implementa-
tion of SAPs has led to the scrapping of social services such as
the village health worker programmes which operated between
1983 and 1992 and the school health programme which oper-
ated between 1936 and1992. The plan wo traim TBAs, who
handle B0% of deliveries in rural areas - especially in Arusha
region, has also been shelved following the implementation of
austerity measures as part of the 3APs, Similarly, government
budget cuts alfected other sectors such as education, waler
supply and livestock drugs and services. Whereas 5ATs have
been persistently advocating a friendly market providing serv-
ices, examples of market failures are evident in the four dis-
tricts. It is only in the mining village of Merarani that liberali-
sation has resulted in an increase in health facilities. Bul even
sr, the private health facilities are in a poor state and health
standards are violated by Lthe pracutioners.

While some development interventions have taken place in
the Arusha region, most of them have been misguided, hence
they have exacerbated the problem further. The LISATD spon-
sored Maazal Range Project of the 1970, with its top down
approach, led to the construction of some livestock infrastroe-
ture without preparing people to lake it over once the project
ended, The result was that facilities such as cattle dips have
remained but most of them are in a state of disrepair since no
body was given the responsibility of taking care of them.,

Some other development initatives are taking place under
the auspices of MOGOs and CBOs, Bul the new initiatives ang foo
voung and too small to have made much difference.

Socialtransformation and commoditisation

Social transformation and commoditisation of the pastoral
economy [livestock and their products) seems to have placed
mien as owners of family property, leaving women with only
usufruct rights of the product of their labour. Consequently,
women are increasingly finding themselves with neither access
to nor control over productive resources and hence without
access (o income, In addition, women's workloads have been
increasing as women have retained the traditional role of
manager of the household and, as such, it is their responsibility
to provide the household with food, water and fuelwood. They
alzo provide care to the voung, the sick and the elderly. But
having retained these traditional roles, modern society has not
provided women with the necessary resources to make their
work easier, In addition, new chores have been added o them
by the new chenges. Since 5CTvice provision 15 poor, WiHTED
have found themselves overworked,

The NGOs involved in the area are many, but they still lack
co-ordination in their sctivities. While mostof them have been
initiated in response to the most critically felt needs of their
commumnities, the lack of co-ordination of thesr activities, aswell
as an inadequate focus of their involvement, has resulied in
duplication of activities and a complete disregard of the most
imporiant needs of the pastoralists in the region.
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Alternatives for the future -recommendations
Owerall pastoral development policy needs to focus oo poverty
reduction. Policy interventions should be concerned with the
underlving causes of insecurity of pastoral livelthoods. The
studdy has shown that factors such asloss of key respurces, disease
and loss of lvestock, combined wath mereased modents of
drought and faming, constitule serious threats to pastoral live-
Ithoods and have increased the incidence of disease among the
people, The underlying causes of these threats need 1o be
addressed inorder tocurb further destitution of pastoralists and
toavail them of a livelihood of their own choice. For the policy
{and pastoral development initiatives emanating from it) 1o
protect and promaote the entitlements of pastoralists, its formu-
lation needs to reflect on the following issues:

Support securiy of resource lenuee, Alienation of key pasto-
ral resourees such as land, waterand saltlicks is the most serious
threat that the Massal are experiencing today, In 1978, Dr,
Alan Jacobs, in the evaluation of the Maasai Range and Live-
stock Development Project, stated that i was the single bigpest
priority for Maasailand that major efforts should be made 1o
assist the Maasal in secuning the total enclosure of all their
present lands as soon as possible .. with large scale legal
boundaries and the organisavon and registraton of collective
development units .. more meaningful development priorities
for particular enclosures .. to be decided upon locally (original
stress) {Jacobs 1978380, This recommendation, made 20 years
ago, 15 more valid now than atany other tme before. I pastocal
villages and pastoral districts are not enclosed, it is feared that
encroachment on pastoral lands by farmers will bring disaster
on the pastoralizis.

Crwnership of land through demarcation and titling and the
cregtion of a mechanism [or the management of critical re-
sources are some of the strategies being proposed in order to
curb further losses. Along with thiz is the need to design and
implement appropriate land use plans that would support opti-
mum production in all spheres - pastoralism, agriculiure, wild-
life, mining and other forms ofland use, depending on the needs
and prionties of a given area. This would aszistin reducing the
pccurrence of the present conflicts, increasing productivity and
bringing about better management of resouroes.

Extablishing an early warning systent, It is evident that
droughts are now a recurrent feature in Maasaland. An EWS
should be established to gather, analyse and disseminate the
information necessary to prepare communities for such even-
tualities. This would alert people to prepare and store food tobe
used in times of scarcity,

fnvestment in basic services {water, livestock, education,
health}, There are serious shortagesin all essential services in
pastoral areas. Water sources, schools. health and livestock
services are all few and far between, which reduces their
effectiveness,

Since water iz critical for survival, water development should
be made a priority. Clean safe water should be provided for
people, Livestock water should also be provided through the



rehabilitation ol water sources such as dams, wells, charcos and
boreholes. Appropriate technolozy shoold be used m harvest-
ing rain water.

In order to enhance secunity of pastoral livelihoods and
promote the sociccconomic development of pastoralists, it is
necessiry (o support the rehabilitation of the existing dilapi-
dated livestock infrastructure and introduce disesse control
programmes. The health sector should equally be supported in
order to facilitate the initiation of better coverage and im-
proved quality of health care. should be put on
preventive health care and safety nets should be put in place fior
those who cannot afford user charges.

Suppart of the destitute to re-enter pastoral economy through
re-stocking, It has been shown that many people who have been
pushed out of the pastoral economy and are unable to reconsil-
tute their herds are always strugeling to do so. but they lack the
mesns, They have the necessary skills and interest and they
consider it a heritage; a little financial support would facilitate
their re-entry into the pastoral economy, generating means of
liveliboods for themselves and their families,

Women and vouth are a special problem in pastoral areas.
Ivwas evident from the lield research that the brunt of underde-
velopment in pastoral areas is particularly borme by women,
Mot domestic chores traditionally considered 1o be women's
have remained so and new ones have been added. The lack of
basic seraices therelore hurts them the most,

Because of these obwious strains that women undorgo, any
pastoral development policy intervention should take into
account practical and strategic needs from a gender perspective
in order 1o focwos on the specific needs of Mansai women. [n the
light of these, it is imperative thal any mitkaive which reduces
the workload of women and enhances their status should be
supporied. Local NGOk ethould be supporied and enabled to
sensitise pastoral communitics in enhancing gender equity and
distribute the workhoead equally between the sexes

Ome arca m which policy consideration is required is the
emphasison the imitiation, design and suppor of pastoral youth
and women's groups in small-scale development projects de-
signed to alleviate poverty. Women and vouth are good agents
of change in pastoral communities, and engaging them in food
production, processing. and preservation will impoove the Liv-
ing standards of the pastoral howscholds.

Creation of a micro-fumd. From the Deld survey, il became
evident that the few women who received credit facilities 1o
starl small businesses were able to meel their basic necds and
those of their children. However, these were very few and such
a success story needs to be continued and replicated in other
districts. There is a need to create a fund which would provide
credit facilities to support women (and youth groups) in the
creation of employment opportunities. 11 would also provide
credit and insurance for those willing to invest in the pastoral
soctor and services. Such a fund would provide a buffer,
especially when terms of trade for pastaralists sre not favour-
ahle.

Co-ordination of activities by stakeholders

The issues which need well thought out strategies, résources,
policies, procedures and actors are so many, urgent and pains-
taking that nosingle actor or donor can manage singlehandedly,
This calls for practical and close co-ordination among
stakeholdern in pastoral development in the region. Tris there-
fore, proposed that a conference/workshop be organised be-
tween vanouws NGOwstakeholders and funding partners in
Arusha. The workshop should be organised around the follow-
ing: Comprehensive Strategic Plan on Pastoral developmentin
Northern Tanzania; securily of resource tenure; areas of col-
laboration hetween NGO, ssues o lobbying, sdvocacy and
networking. These could be orgamised intwostages. Twosepa-
rate meetings should be held, one by donomn and one by NGOs
operating on the ground. The second step is to bring logether
both donors and RGOS 1o deliberate on the above ssues.

It is hoped that the rescarch findings of the siudy *Pastoral-
i%m in Taneania: ite Stanus, Challenges and Development Aller-
natives™ ' will be used 1o generate the setting of appropriate
priorities and sufficient preparations for the formutation of a
pastoral support NGO Such an NGO would offer professional
ndvioe, training, facilitate exchange of experiences. dissems:-
nate relevant information, carmy oul evalustions for local pes-
toral NGOs and funding agencies. The support NGO would also
souree lunding lor various pastoral MGOs.

Notes

' Tivin paper relers 10 the siudy. “Pmstoralmm in Tenramiz bMzscilsnd
is Sialis, Chl.lll.n“l mnad Ih-relnllpﬂ'll Aliernatwes™. Research
Heport by Postorsl Research and Developmeni Programme. PO Box
1h1d0. Arosbn, Tamwania. May 1598
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Paper presented during the " Conference on Indigenous Peoples
of Eastern, Central and Southern Africa”, organised by the
Fastoralial Indigenows MGOV's Foruet (PINGO s Farum ) and
IWGIA. The conference took place in Arusha, Tanzania from
18k 1o 22nd of Tanuary 999,

Benedict iMe Nangoro i1 a Maasai from Tanzania, He holds an
M Pl in Development Studies from the Institute of Development
Suuclien (1D5) of the University of Sussex, UK He worked as the
Director of ADDO (Arusha Diocese Development Qffice) for
prven yedvd, irufiating and coordinaling various acivities which
e at enfancing the security of tentre of key pastoral resources.
He bt worked ai.a freelance researcher and development conseili-
ant arnd ix cxorrenily working forthe organisation COR DS which,
aimeantg oeler things, proweoies the collective titling of key pastoral
rescirces and arsisty pastoral communities to develop sustainable
Fetonree afifisannon ard rgragerrend phoss, |



THE HADZABE OF
TANZANIA

By Gudo Mohiya, Gonga Petra
and Simon Charles

& Hudlzabe are hunter
- gatherers living in
four disteicts (A Tan-

zama: Mbuluand Karatu Districts
in Arusha Region, lramba Dis.
Erict in Singida Region and Meatu
District in Shinyanga Region, Chur
tobnl populition isaboul one thou-
sand people. We speak a click language which s unlike
any other langunge in Tanzania, Evervbody recognizes
that we are the onginal inhabitants, the first people @
live here. Evervone else eane later. Untl recontly we
hved entirely by hunting and gathering

By hunting eland. bulfaloy zebro, wildebeest, hare
beest, impala and other Animals with Bows and pol-
soned arrows

- By M baokab fruit, undushibn berries, Vekwa
roots. the honeyal wilkd bees and many ather bush foods

We did not cultivate and we had no cattle, sheepor goats
Mowour life s much more difficult. Most of our land has
Hl'llllﬂhrm F:l.rrlh:'. Few game animals remain
and evenour undushibi rves are being cul down by other
people tochear land lor farming or 1o make intocharcoal.
Land clearance s reducing the plants and trees on which
ihe bees depend for nectar and the amount of honey we
obtun i much reduced.

For many years the Government has tried to change
us into farmers. We were Lought to cultivate 21 Yaeda
Chini. Munguli, Endamaghan and Iramba Ndogo. Bur
we preferourown food and the hunting and gathering

of life and only a [ew of us are living by farming.
Most ol the best {arming land has, anyway, been taken
from us by strangers. At Munguli we were given a

school and a dispensary but both of ihese. together with our
hiouses and all of the farming land there, have been taken by
sITARRErS

Other Tanzanians often think of oor land as unesed and
emply, Bulb il is nolempiy, Every pari of it s owned and used by
us. We have looked after it well, Until so much of our land was
taken, the amimals, the bees and the plants all multiplied vwell.
We were never hungry, All our neighbours suffered from fam-
ines, In the history of the Hadzabe there has never been a
fumine. Mo Hadzabe ever died of hunger when we had our land.
Bt i thiat soomuch af aur lnd hasbeen tiken, and ol being
taken, many Hodzabe are hungry

Forouor future and for the future of our children, we must have
our land, Without land, we will have nothing. We are citizens of
Fanzaninand our land rights need to be protected like those of
other catizgns of Tanzama. Why are our fzllow Tanzanians
taking our lnd without our permission? We are all Tanzanians.

Wi Hadzabe want development, We want to develop trade
in bush products - in honey, in baobab fruits, in focal medicines
and in grass mags, We want to controf the tourists who come (0
Hadzabe country and 1o make contracts with them. We want, as
treecitzens of T anzania, tochoose our own deve lopment on oL
o land without being told what we have wo do.

Transianon from Swakl original

Prper presented durssgthe ~Conference oo Indigenous Peoples
of Eastemn, Central and Southern Africa™, organized by the
Pasioraliasr Indigenoss NGO s Forum { PINGO's Foraum ) and
WGIA. The conference iook plivce in Arushia, Tanzani from
182k 1o 22nd of Jarmnmry (005

e Makiva, Gonga Perre and Simon Charles are Haod zaby

and represening e Hadzabe Programme B
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THE BRIER
ISTORY
SITUATION

OF THE BARABAIG

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
OF TANZANA

he Barabaig tribe 18 comnmd-
cred nomadic. They are an
ethric groupalthe Datogs and

they are situated in the Hanang dis-
;,_'_ inict ol the Arusha region The fiveli-
hood of the Barabaig is based on live
stock Eramng (oows, goats, sheap and
donkeys ). They are friends of animals,
too, hecause in most aréas where (he
Barabaig live the wild ammals live too, The Barabaig people
have traditronally had very productive lands for their livestock
The term Barsbaig means “beating sticks™ (wapiga fimba)
The sticks (fimbo) are used in many cultural atpects. They are
aed i dyving the livesiock, 1n mectings and speechies, in
ceremidiica, clc. The lengusge used & Kikarabaig and only a
few can understand a little Swahih. These people have very
strong culiure and traditions. Even after formal educstion was
infrodeced to their srens they resisted il because they were
worried it would change thewr culture. And they were also
concerned that the lype of education provided was not fitting Lo
theirlitestyle. They belicved that protecting their culture meani
prestiecting the security of the whole community in a broad sense
The government system during the colonial period and afier
independence did not educate and mobilize the Barabeig tosee
the imporiance of education. Instead it lorced (he parents 1o
accep! it and made Lhe children attend schiol. This was o very
negative approach because the Barabaig communily [ell that
they were trapped and forced to abide by something which they
did naot understand, The Barabaiz began to isolate themse lves as

L

n meansof protecting themselves frommamnstream soaety. Mo
of the schols were very [ar away from where the Barabalg were
living, so the Barabeig children had 1o stay in Boarding schools
[aweny Trom thesr parents), Thes was alsoa wrong approach. The
povernment should hive placed the school facilities and other
inlrastructure withinthe Barabaig areas and the next step should
havi been for the government to educate and maobilize the
Hirabmg community bo go to school, as hsd been done in other
regions ol Danzania such as Kilimanjaro and Rukola regions, The
isswee of participanon and involvement of the community in the
decisin making process would have been very important

The problems facing the Barabailg community
There are many problems in the Barahaig communiry, but here
| wonald like 1o highlight 3 few which are the most stnking

Lack of education

The arcas where the Barsbeig lve are marginal and not vel
developed. The few schools present are poor, with a lack of
teachimg maleriaks snd low siandard Leachers. Very (ew of ihe
Barahaig finish primary school and 48 vou go up [0 amiversity
level the number decreases, The community does nol yel con
stider ed ucation to be a positive contribution 1o their lives. Some
children gpioschool by themselves withoul asking ther parents.
[f they do so, they are consdered undiscrplined and the parents
do not give them any support as they are perceived to be ‘run
aways'. Cnlyboys can afford o runaway toschool, sothe situation
of girls anendimns school 15 even worse, The bad result ol having
no education s Lhal the Barabaig community is lagging behind



The community has no political power. none of our people are
s hiow then cen wecontinue andimprove our livesin
this world of new and very modern echnologies? How can we
fight for our basic rights which are being violated? Inmyview the
way forward is for the community 1o make strategic plans and
decisions together with the very Keen suppor agences.

Social services

There s no basic infrastructure in the Barabaip settlements.
They are just befl 25 remote areas, no 2ood warer services for
humans or animals, no health centres or school facilities.

Displacement of people’s homesteads (lond grabbings)
In the Barabaig areas land problems have beenvery serious. As
the Barabaig are pastoralisis, their land is considered by the
Tanranian Agnculiural Commumiy &2 uRoccupeed, it = per-
ceived as an empay or open land. They do not recognire the
pastoralists’ activities but they recognize the presence of
‘nyaman choma’ (roasied meat) and milk i.e. the pasioralsts”
products. Pastoralists of Tanzania contnibute a kot to the na-
tional economy. bui they are not assisted sccordingly as com:
pared o the Tanzanian agricaliural commumity, wiich s pro-
vided with farming implements and pesticides. The pastoralists
are not vet aware of zero grazing. This can be done onlyin urban
areas by educated people, nol by the pastorahsts per se.

The land of the Barabaig has been taken by the goverament
1o establish wheat farms - NAFCO. The Barabaig were not
involved in the decision to establish national wheat (anms. | am
fol saving that establishing wheat [arms is 5 had idea but the
government should have negotiated this withthe people living
in those areas and they should have found alternative lands 10
move the people 1o, People were just forcibly driven away
without knowing where Lo go. The houses of the Barabaig were
burnt down; they were heaten and harassed in many ways i
order to make them move away from their lands. There i now
a erisis between the Barabaig and other communities after the
Barabalg were forced tomove ontotheir lands, &g, the Barabaig
have gone to the Hoden people’s land without the Hadra
people’s consent. Some have gone to Dodoma region, Irninga.
Mbeya and there are some who have orossed the border into
neighbouring countries o, g Malawi, whore we do not know for
sure if they have a permanent ssttlement or if they are likely io
be moved on at any time by those who own that land, The
comsequences of losing their land have been very severe as the
pastoralist community economy hss broken downand many of
the Barabaig have 1o depend on poor jobs.

Doiestiomable relanons with the Covernment,

The Barabaig community still feels very strongly about the bad
trestment it received in 1968 and 1976 when the tribal war
broke out between the Barabaig and Nyaturu tribes, The
Barabaig still remember this ioday, asit is known as *‘Motrar-da
Madeda s¢ Motra de biyenya”. The government ordered the
arrest of the young Barabalg men and they were imprisoned -

many died in prison « while the Nyaturu people were left
peacefully, The government still uses mass arrests (collective
punishment} against the Barabalg, For instance, if one peison
in the community has made o mistake, the government is ikely
to punish all the people {(men especially), This has happened
several thmes. This gives the Barabaig the bad impression that
the government is treating them unfairly

The stralegies so lar to solve the problems
The Barabaig have so far achleved the following to try 1o
address the serious pml;rl:nu:

1 Creationof community aware ness and mobilizaiion of indi-
vidluals, community groups and various organizations, We
have siarted o educate people about their righls and their
responsibilities and about self-delermination o that they
may avercome the mentioned problems,

2 Formationof local NGOk, We have twi local organizations
which are working totry tosalve the peoples” problems. We
have the Kipoc Barabaig Programme and the Balgalda
Development Organization.

1 Collaboration with other local, national and international
NGO

4  Encourngement of the members of the Barabaig community
1o send their children 1o school so that in the fuere the
community can schieve s own sutonomy.

5. Education and mobilization of members of the community
o identify, explore and use their internal resources for their

own development.
6. Building unity and new hopes in the community.

7. We have started court cases against the NAFCO wheat
fsrms with regard 10 the land.

B. Explaining and lobbying the government structures about
affsirs affecting the Barsbaig community. We want the
povermmeni o undesiand the appropnaleways ol bringmg
about positive change.

Translated from Kiswahili,

Faper presented during the “Conference on Indipenous Peoples
of Eastern, Central and Sowthern Afnca®, orgamized by the
Pastoralist Indigenonus NGO's Forum (PINGO's Forum)) and
TWGIA. The conference ook place in Arusha, Tangania from
18* 1o 22 of January 1999,

Augustino Marangu iv a Barabaig and is working for the Kipoc
Barabaly Programme. Q
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ternational efforts to implement environmentally sound and
sustainable development should recognize, accommodate, pro-
mote, and strengthen the role of indigenous people and their
communities.

Agenda 21 (26.3ii) recognizes that the land of indigenous
people and their communities should be protected from activi-
ties that are environmentally unsound or that the indigenous
people concerned consider to be socially and culturally inap-
propriate. It calls for the empowerment of indigenous commu-
nities and the establishment of arrangements to strengthen
their participation in the development process.

Agenda 22 and other international agreements also recog-
nize the importance of information and communication as the
basis for local organization and effective participation. For
example, the International Convention to Combat Deser-
tification states that the parties shall ensure that collection,
analysis and exchange of information addresses the needs of
local communities and those of decision makers, with a view to
resolving specific problems, and that local communities are
involved in these activities.

Background to the PINGOs Forum

The founding member organizations of the PINGOs Forum are
the Korongoro Integrated People Oriented to Conservation
(KIPOC), Orkonerei Integrated Pastoralist Survival Pro-
gramme (OIPSP) and its branch, the Mkomazi Programme;
Moipo Integrated People’s Organization (Inyuat ¢ Moipo);
BULGALDA; and the Hadzabe community in Mongo wa
Mono. These groups established PINGOs on 8th April 1994 as
a forum to facilitate their shared activities which include(d)
workshops, meetings, discussions, advocacy, exchange visits
and joint projects. The events leading up to the formation of the
PINGOs Forum were as follows:

a. From 1991 - 1994, indigenous CBOs worked hard together
advocating on the problems of land alienation occurring in
pastoralists areas.

b. In June 1993 indigenous CBOs formed a task force to
establish an advocacy centre and to coordinate donor and
local CBO activities.

¢. From February to March 1994, indigenous CBOs held sev-
eral meetings with the aim of strengthening the task force on
advocacy and coordination, and establishing different means
of collaboration and mutual support.

d. On 5th March 1994, a meeting of indigenous CBOs in
Arusha decided to convene a special meeting to be held in
Terrat, Simanjiro in the Maasai Steppe, to form a network
for pastoralists and hunter/gatherers.

e. On 8th April 1994, PINGOs Forum was established as an
open and informal coalition with the aim of supporting and
facilitating collaboration and mutual support of its partici-
pating organizations.

Subsequently, the Forum established a Coordination Office
and Advocacy Centre in Arusha where people could meet,
share information and plan collectively. If human rights viola-
tions occurred in one community, a communications centre
would spread the news and decide on what support action to

undertake. PINGOs Forum members are dispersed mainly
across the northern regions of Tanzania. Given the vast dis-
tances between them and the dearth of modern communication
systems available to them, the rationale for a centre was clear:
information is more easily shared when members come to
Arusha to pick up mail, do their banking, marketing, and other
business such as liaising with Arusha-based donors.

Thus in early 1995, the PINGOs Forum rented premises in
the Kaloleni area of Arusha. The Centre contains two office
rooms, a meeting room and a small library and resource room
in addition to modest sleeping and dining facilities available for
visiting members.

Governing structures of the PINGOs Forum

The governing body of the PINGOs Forum is the General
Assembly, which is made up of individuals nominated from the
member organizations. Each member organization (CBO)
elects 6 members, 3 executive members and 3 ordinary mem-
bers, to represent them in the General Assembly. The Forum’s
General Assembly appoints the PINGOs Joint Council and
approves all collaborative activities of PINGOs. The Forum’s
General Assembly meets once a year, in December, rotating
the venues among its CBO members.

The PINGOs Joint Council oversees the ongoing activities of
PINGOs; it also forms sub-committees. Acting as a steering
committee, it receives reports from, and approves the activities
of, the sub-committee at its quarterly meetings. The Joint
Council and the Chair are responsible to the Forum’s General
Assembly, to whom it submits its reports once a year. The Joint
Council also has responsibility for the recruitment of employ-
ees for the Coordination Office and Advocacy Centre (the
Management Group).

To carry out the work of the PINGOs Forum, members have
organized themselves into sub-committees to formulate and
implement programmes. PINGOs subcommittees allow for
decentralization of activities. Whenever a sub-committee is
assigned a certain activity, it is wholly responsible for undertak-
ing that activity and reporting to the Joint Council. However,
sub-committees may collaborate on initiatives. These sub-
committees are as follows:

* Land Rights Advocacy and Human Rights Committse

*  Gender and Child Welfare Committee

*  Pastoralists Information and Communication Committee
#  Pastoral Economic Diversification Committee.

The sub-committees also meet quarterly, or when the need
arises. Generally, the different sub-committees have been
allocated specialized functions.

Representatives from each of the committees meet regu-
larly in the Joint Council to discuss and to plan collectively.

The Management Group is comprised of a PINGOs Coor-
dinator and Treasurer, an Administrative Secretary, an Infor-
mation Officer, a Documentalist and a CUSO cooperant as the
assistant to the coordinator. As far as possible, PINGOs mem-
bers will be supported by the Management Group in pro-
gramme design and the drafting of fund-raising and other
documents.
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Membership of the PINGOs Forum

Inyuat e Moipo (Moipo Integrated People’s Organization) was
the first registered member of PINGOs. It existed as a commu-
nity-based group from 1983 but was not registered until 1990.
Inyuat e Moipo is based in O’Loiborsoit Village which is
situated in Moipo Ward, Simanjiro District in Arusha Region.
Its area of operation is Moipo Division. Inyuat e Moipo has 750
members (450 men and 300 women), a Council of 35 community
leaders, five administrative Committees and some staff. With
respect to infrastructure and internal capacity building, Inyuat
e Moipo has constructed a trade and training centre which
serves as a base for organizational meetings, training sessions
and pastoral economic diversification activities. Within the
community, this CBO has mobilized four women’s groups to
establish agricultural projects (veterinary services and a maize
and bean farm), milling machines, a tractor service and small
enterprises such as a pharmacy, livestock veterinary shop and
a tea house. Future initiatives will focus on literacy programmes,
health education and water development.

Korongoro Integrated People Oriented to Conservation
(KIPOC) was officially registered in 1991 although it has been
operating as a Maasai CBO since 1988. Based in Loliondo
Division, Ngorongoro District, Arusha Region, its areas of op-
eration extend throughout the villages of Ololosokwan,
Soitsambu, Wasso/Sakala and Oldonyowas. Currently there are
over 1,000 members represented in the General Assembly, a
Board of Directors of 12, and about 20 employees. Initially its
activities focused on human resource development, mainly
through training and education. Community empowerment oc-
curred by way of KIPOC’s 16 women and youth groups whose
activities involved agricultural projects (ox-plough training and
maize growing for subsistence) and the building of local commu-
nity centres to house further educational programmes (literacy
and health education) and income generating projects (sewing,
medicines and veterinary supplies, shops). KIPOC has also been
involved in legal advocacy, mainly supporting the communities
of Ololosokwan and Sukenya on the issue of land rights.

Ilaramatak Lorkonerei (OIPSP) became the third member
organization of the PINGOs Forum to be established and was
registered as an NGO in February 1993. Its head office is
located in Terrat Village, and it has two other programme
areas, one in Orkesumet village, Simanjiro District and the
Mkomazi Programme in Kisiwani village, Same District. At
present, llaramatak Lorkonerei has 1080 members coming
from 72 villages (290 members coming from the Mkomazi
Programme). The organization is comprised of a General
Assembly, an executive coordination council, a Board of Trus-
tees, an Elders Advisory Tribunal and 42 staff members. In
terms of internal capacity building, llaramatak has concen-
trated on staff training and education, construction of adminis-
trative and training centres in Terrat Orkesumet and Kisiwani
and legal advocacy work focusing on land alienation of the
Maasai pastoralists. Community empowerment activities in-
clude supporting its 32 women and 8 youth groups (16 women
and three youth groups coming from the Mkomazi Programme)
who are undertaking initiatives such as income-generating
projects and the establishment of solar-powered lighting/radio
communication systems. Future initiatives will focus on veteri-
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nary supplies and livestock extension work, enhancing
Ilaramatak’s documentation centre in Terrat ,Orkesumet and
solar sales and servicing, establishing a daycare centre to
support family literacy and health education programmes.

BULGALDA (The Barabaig word for drylands) is one of
two Barabaig pastoralists NGO members of PINGOs. Estab-
lished in 1993 and receiving its registration in 1994,
BULGALDA is based in Katesh village in Hanang District,
Arusha Region. Its operations encompass over eleven different
areas. At present, there are 94 members of BULGALDA plus
a staff of nine. The main activities of BULGALDA have
centred on organizational development and the construction of
office premises. It has supported training and education initia-
tives including voter education, as well as legal advocacy work
around land alienation. BULGALDA is also participating in
the Eco volunteer water project and has helped to establish two
water committees in the villages of Balang’da and Wendela,
Currently it works with 3 women and 2 youth groups. At the
Forum Council meeting at Kisiwani 1996 it officially withdrew
from PINGOs, at least on a temporary basis. Since its restruc-
turing, BULGALDA has requested readmission into PINGOs,
However, its current position within PINGOs remains un-
clear.

The Hadzabe Hunters and Gatherers are, as yet, a loosely-
knit, community-based group located in the Yaida Chini area,
in and around the village of Mongo wa Mono, Mbulu District,
Arusha Region. Over the past three years, they have partici-
pated in many PINGOs Forum activities. It is believed that the
Hadza number approximately 700 people spread over the
districts of Singida, Karatu and Mbulu. It should be remem-
bered that some groups are nomadic, making the establishment
of CBOs problematic. The Hadza’s present water situation is
not good. There is also a CUSO cooperant working with the
Hadza through the Department of Community Development.

LADOQ (flaramatak Development Organization) was es-
tablished in 1993 and registered as an NGO in 1995. Located
in Loliondo Division, Ngorongoro District in Arusha Region,

- its field of operations include the villages of Arash, Losoito/

Maalono, Enguseroaambu, Lorien, Sakala and Loliondo.
LADO has 60 members and a staff of five working on a
voluntary basis. LADO has acquired a plot and is building an
office in N'gawa, and has supported its staff in a number of
training initiatives such as primary health care and voter edu-
cation. Four women and two youth groups have been estab-
lished in some of the communities, particularly on land and
forest issues. Initiatives include environment and forest activi-
ties, a maize mill, construction of a water dam and the establish-
ment of a pharmacy centre.

Oseremi 1s located in Loliondo Division, Ngorongoro Dis-
trict, Arusha Region. The groups itself is new and its activities
few. There are 58 members and a staff of five. Activities include
a 4,000 acre livestock ranch with 80 cattle.

UWAMA (Matebete Integrated Pastoralist Organization) is
located in Chimala Village, Usangu Valley, Mbeya Region
and was formed in 1994, UWAMA has 20 members. Many of
its activities have focused on internal capacity-building in the
area of education and training. UWAMA has centred its com-
munity development work around raising the awareness of its



members on the sswe of pastoralsi land secunty. Also, there
are plans w improve the economic conditions of 113 members
through co-operative Bvestock irzining services. Al presend,
LUI'WAMA has [acilitated the formation of ooc women's group.

Emunyain Secomdary School | ESO35) 15 under the Argwanak
Trust which was funded by the Itslisn NGO, GAD. ESOS
prowvides secondary school education 1o pastoralist chaldren in
Nporongorn Distric. Many of these children have not been able
to aitend govermment secondary schools and their parents are
nol able 1o pay for private schooling

Negorororgoro Panoralist Development Organization’s
INGOFPADEQ) mamn focus s the protection of buman nghis,
conservation snd animal health in the Ngorongoro Crater area.

KIPOK Barobarg al prescni has po exiemnal funding and
conducts s activiies on the basis of seli-reliance. The
impetos for s creation was the land conflct caused by the
NAFCOWCIDA wheat schemes.

Aspiring members have requested to join the PINGOs
Forum. Their requests will be considered at the next General
Mesting, These indigenous organizations include KINNAPA
{Kiteto), Imosote Purka, Handeni, Emanyaia Mbeya Longooku
Womens Cultural Boma {Mgorongoro Craler); Walen -
Gaeyeaw (Hanang) and Ziwa la Damu Pastoral Develop-
ment Programme (Babati)

Finalky 1 should be said that much of the information i this
section will be revised duning the course af this year

Benefits gained by the CBO members of the
PINGOs Forum

The members should ideally expect the {ollowing suppont from
the PIMGOs Form.

n} Lobbying of the government of Tunzania and other related
ministyies.

b} Organization and facilitation of different kinds of training,
based on CBO memban’ neads. The PINGOs Forum annu-
ally evaluates and develops training plans for its members
for the following vear, o.g paralegal, solar, medin, partici-
patory research, conflict resolution, ete.

¢) The coordination of resource sharing and the development
of a radio call, an e.mail, and o newsletter network for
information sharing.

d) The lobbying of international bodies like Amnesty Interna-
tional, Survival lnternational, IWGIA, UN Human Rights
Commission, [nternational Human Rights Tribunal, ete, for
the recognition of the rights of indigenous peoples within
Tanzania and globally.

e} The organisation of workshops, seminars, and annual con-
lerences where CBO members share expericnoes and shape
the direction of the indigenous movement in Tanzania.

[} The provision of advice, support, and consultancy for its
mambars,

g) The mediation and facilitation of reconciliation usmng tradi-
tional customary law and modern conflict resolution tech-
nigques batween member CBOs, individuals and any other
perions seeking help.

h) Solidarity and friendship plus a home awey from home at the
PINGOs Coordination Ciifice and Advocacy Centre in Arusha,

which provides a meeting place lor all memben as well &5
modest sccommodation and communkcation facilities

Medium term

Although the medium term objectives have yet to be fully
formulated or finaleed, based on our current viskon the folkow.
ing objectives will have been met by the end of the 3 year plan:

5} The PINGOs Forum will have 1he capacily 10 serve it CHO)
members elleclively

bj The PINGOs Forum will have schseved a grester degree of
scif-reliance in terma of human and financial resources.

€] The FINGOs Forum will have an ongoing programme of
publlihing humans rights volations occurmmg i indigenowus
comamunities in Tanzania

di The PINCHs Forum will have established bonds of solidar-
ity with hkc-minded organizstions nationslly, regsonally,
and internationally.

] The PINGDs Forem will have strengihencd parincrships
with donors on & basis of motusl respect and enderstanding.

i The CHO members will have & siroager andentanding of
thieir human rights as & basis for action m defending them.

g) The CBO members will be more cffective in implementing
development mmiatives wilh their respeclive constiucnoics

The means 1o achieve these objectives will be through the
efficient provivion and documentation of information, commu-
nications. training and advocscy services at the FINGOs Fo-
rum Coodinatim Cilice and Advocacy Centre in Arasha,

Long term objectives

The long term goal of the PINGOs Forum, 1o strengthen the
Taneanian indigenous movement, will be reached with the
fulfilment of the lollowing long term objectives:

a) The PINGOs Forum will influence policy-making proe-
esaes in both the South and the Norh along hines sympathetic
to the indigenous movement in i widest sense.

b] The PINGOs Forum will facilitate the beginning of a proc-
exs of building a cvil socwty,

¢) The PINGOs Forum will facilitate the beginning of the
creation of a “good life’ for pastoralists. hunter/gatherers,
gnd other marginalized groups.

There are dilferent routes to achieving these long term objec-
tives, Tt will eventually be necessary for the PINGOs Forum
membership to more fully articulate its aspirations. This will
invalve a process of struggle and the posing of fundamental
guestions on the appropriate organizational forms for the indig-
enous movement: it will involve & synergy in which [olk and
ethical philosophies and ideologies wall interact as the indig-

enous movement situates itself vis-s-vis the outside world,

From paper handed owr gt the “Conference on Indigenous
Peoples of Eastern, Central and Southern Africa™, organised by
the Pastoralist Indipenows NGO's Forum (PINGO's Forum)
and IWGIA. The conference took place in Arigha, Tangzanie
from 18th to 22nd of January 1999 ]
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hairperson, members of the in-

digenous people, ladies and

gentlemen, | want to thank the
arganisers of this unique conference to
allow me to give an overview on the sim
ation of the Maasa women. The Mans
comprise some of the indigenous peoples
of East Africa. They are found in Narok
Laikipia, Knjindo, Tronsmara and Samburu District, and they also
live in the norhem pans of Tanzanie, There are major probems
which have constantly made Maasai women's life very tough and
unbearable:

Education

Since time immemorial, the aspect of girl child education
among the Mangai has pever been taken semously. This has
contributed to very few Maasal women having ever gone 1o
school. However, boys have enjoved this privilepge as opposed
o girls. A survey done by a women's lobby group shows that
there are about | 3 educated indigenous Massai women inMarok
Dustrict_and also in Kapiado Distict. The major factors responsible
forthese low figures are highdrop-out rates among the girls, caused
by poverty and early marmage. The men wall not allow a garl wo be
educaled for economic reasons. The mirl also looks after the
younger siblings while the mother performs the unending chores
which begin before down and last until after dusk.

There s therefore an urgent need for sensitivization meetings
and girks boarding schook o rescue the girls from this calamity.
Women's lobby groups wouold also need sponsorship to meet
some of their goalslobjectives towards girl child education. The
organisation MDA (MAA Development Association ) has been
of great help in writing proposals and bringing women together

Health and sanitation

Healthis another major problemwithin the Maasai commumity.
This is due to a lack of health facilities. a lack of education and
knowledge. The Maasai women have 10 be educated and sen-
sitized on how 1o keep the household clean, prepare nutritious
food and have kitchen gardens. Incidentally, we don't have
many cases of kwashiorkor on Maasai land.

Sanitation. too. is another major problem op to now. Most
Maasai people bave never owned latrines.

Maternal and infant mortahity is on the incréase becanse of
the long distances to health centres in the catchment area.
Women also give birth in poos conditions and unhealthy places.
Traditional birth attendants (THA s} lack the training to per-
inrm this job in more hygienic ways. They may also use unsterile
tools which could lead o HIVIAIDS. And m case of any
probiems the health centreshospitals are far far away. This has
led 1o many dedths of molhers and infanis.

Socio-economic problems

The Maasai women generally are not business oriented

- neither are they agricolturisis. Their lifesivle has only been
bazed on working around the dock for the bowsehold. However,

becnuse of consistent harsh environmental problems, the Maasai
women have added the selling of milk totheir normal work. This
i done by trekking bong distances to the nearest shopping centre.
Maost ol them tnke awhale day there and back. During rainy seasons
thiey sell their milk ar throw away prices because of the increase in
production. The morans | young Maasaimen j also drnk theirmailk
by force, cither on the way or a1 the bomas [ Maasai homesteads),
Aviilabaliny of duiry centres and skimming machines could belp
curbthese problems. Projects relating to this would besustainablz
and would empower Magsai women economically,

There are several women's groups which were formed out
of political motivation, A small percentage have involved
themselves in business, Le. beadwork, selling tobacco and
posho. However, due to lack of business/hanking skills most of
the businesses have collapsed, The rest have frozen therr bank
accounts because they do not know what to dowith the money,
MDA is planning to huild and strengthen capacity for the
exisiing groups in Narok District though they may not be able
to reach over 500 groups in the District, MDA needs more
sponsorahip o be able to apccomplish this razk,

Women's rights awareness meetings

Eenva has a ot of women orgamisations (NGOs) which are
mainly based inthe citv and other towns. They have historically
concenteated their activities in Mairobi and other major towns.
The Maasai women have even been marginalised by their
counterparts in big towns, They have continued tolake advan
tage of our dliterate/semi-illiterate women leaders elected inte
the mighty organisation ‘Maendeleo Ya Wanawake Organisa-
tion’ (AMYWO), The grassroots Maasal woman 18 stll ignorant
about so-called women's rights because she doesn't have any
form of communication except oral dialogue.

Indigenous women do not have representation in parlia-
ment, higher government positions oreven innon-governmental
organisations (NGOs). This has prevented us from gaining the
right to avoice. Civil education and community based organisa-
tionsshould be strengthened and encouraged by the government
and non-governmental organisations al the grassroots level to
enable indigenous women to address their own special needs.

There will never be pendér balance or eguity until the
indigenous women have been recognised by their counterparts,
because the world cannot be complete without us.

Long Live Mothers of Africa!

Paper presented during the “Conference on Indigenous Peoples
of Eastern, Central and Southern Adrica”, organived by the
Pastoralist Indigenous NGO's Forum (PINGOs Forum) and
IWGIA. The conference ook place in Arusha, Tanzonia from
18th to 22nd of Jariary 1999,

Mary Simail is @ Magsai from Kenya and works for the MAA
Developmens Association -a Kenyan Maasai organisation. She
15 likewise the gender coordinator in IPACC {Indigenous Peo-
plex of Africa Coordinating Commitier ). [ |
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orthern Kenya has been defined
s the pant of Kenya about which
the rest knows nothing and cares
even less, 18 a region covering almost 37%
of Kenya's land mass, divided into the seven
administrative districts of Garissa, Wajir,
Mundera, Moyale, Marsabit, Isiolo and
Samburu. The major econombc activity is nomadic pastorilism
based on cattle, camel and goat husbandry. The region receives
erratic rainfall and the environment ks characterized by 4 fragile
:muﬂaem.nmughtmutti;n in famine is a common occurrence.
s region is dominated by the tnibal peoples of Rendille,
Boran, Sambury, Dasnech, Somali and Turkana, All these
tribes inhabit & delined territory in this region and are still
attached Lo their cultural and traditional practices.

This paper will discuss the colonial and post-colonial situa-
tion of the area, drawing examples and expenence from Isiolo
District, which is the operational area of the organisation
"Friends of Momads Imternational’.

Colonial period
The European imperial powers that oclonised Africa and draded it
into nation siates Isid sirong foundations that nurfured
marginahisation and discrimination of the pastoralisis of
norihern Kenya

The colonial administration governed the region through a
policy ol pecification. They divided the region into tribal graz-
ing reserves that were monitored very nigidly. A pass svsiem
was used to monitor peoples’ movements, and people from the
region were not allowed to mix with people from other areas.

Becawse of the mobile nature of the people, the colonial govern-
mient fell that pastoralists were hand to govern and tax. and therefore
no meaningful economic development could be imvested in the
region, Throughout the entire colonial period in Kenya, this
region had neither any economic nor infrastructural development.

In tha meantime, the highland region of Kenya had vibrant
infrastructural, economic and social development. Theseedsof
marginalisation und imbalance were therefore firmly planted
mnd, at the advent of independence, the regions could not
compete, The Narthemn region did not participate in the process
of drawing up a constitution at Lancaster House and their
interests were effectively shut out of independent Kenva. They
lived in n Kenya that did not appreciate their existence at all,

Independence
At independence the region sulfered a brutal war of secession
that was supported by Somalia. The first decade of independ-
ence was characterised by the war and its devastating effects,
which are felt even today. In sn attempt to suppress the seces-
shon, government security forces adopled a scorched earth
policy that unleashed terror on the population of the area.
Concentration camps, mass killings of people and livestock,
rape and horror punishments were some of the measures used
against the peoples of the region.

The war left a stigma on the people of the region in that they
were not taken (o be genuine citizens. The State was constilu-
tionally empowered to invokes emergency laws to adminisier

the arca. This only changed in 1992 when plural policies were
introduced in Kenya.

Development interventions that were initinted after the warm
the livestock sector did nid sucoeed either. They became a massive
waste of resources. Development initiatives in fisct resulted in the
destruction of the enviromment and in the erosion of taditkonal
resource management practices that have been used by the people.

Game Reserves and Natural Parks were created in aroas
which served as drought reservoirs and salt licks [or livestock,
without taking into consideration the needs ol the local comimu-
nities (&g, Samburu, Shaba, Buffalo Springs, Bisantlel Korn,
Marsabit, Sibeloi ete. ). These parks and reserves are owned by,
and benefit only, the powerful people from oulside the area,

Miningof gemstones has led to people losing land and benofits
from those mines, because they are nlso owned by outsiders.

The area suffers from endemic insecurity that arises out of
competition over resources, innppropriste land tenure mecha.
nisms. an meflicient security apparatus, absolute poverty, a
proliferation of weapons from neighbouring states and the
erosion of tmditional authority structures that were used In
conflict resolotion.

Marketing of livestock and livestock products is also s
mightrmare in the reglon and the pastoralists rarely get vilue for
their livesiock.

Way forward

Despire the sad predicament that has bedevilled this arca, a ray
of hope and opportunity B emerging. Thes has come sboul
through Kenya adopting aplural political system and the ruling
elites liberalising the management of the comtry. In the eariy
19905 all draconian laws that inhibited frecdom and liberty of
persons were repealed from the statotes of the country. Emer-
gency laws that were often wsed 10 unleash terror on this area
were also remosed from Lhe comstiatam.

The Constitutional Review Process that mcurrently unfold-
mg in the country provides major hope for the region to amend
the lost three decades of independence.

Land and minority rghts are issues of cardinal concerm 10 the
residentsof the area. Civil society groups have emerged inthe area
andd are addressing oonelitutional ssues. Carrenily members of
parlinment are orgamsed in A nd parlamentary group.
Kenya Pastoralist Forum (KPF) i engaged in advocacy work on
behall of the people and has achieved several accomplishments.

This paper ends by making an appeal to the inlernational
organmations represented here o oome lorward and assist this
region to achieve its rights during this hisntorie change which i
taking place in Kenya.

Paper presevivd during the " Conlerence on Indigenous Peoples
of Easterm, Central and Southern Africa®, organived by the
Pastoralist Indigenows NGO's Forum (PINGO's Forum) and
WGIA. The conference took place in Arusha, Tanzunio from
{8th to 22nd af fanwary 1999,

Daoud Tari is a Boran froni northern Kenyvaand the Executive

Director of the orgunisation Friendy of Nomady International
(FONT), Infolo, Kenva. o
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By Lucy Mulenkel
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onourable guests, [a-

dees and gentlemen.

the Alrican Indigenous
Women'sUrgansabon { AIWO)
takes the opporiumity to thank
the orgamisers véry much for
inviting us to participate in this
very imporiant conference. We
also thank them humbly fior or-
ganming the Indigenous Peoples
of Eastern, Central and South-
ern Adrica tomeet and discuss msues which are of preat concern
to our Region

Ladhes and Centlemen, the Afncan Indigenous Women's
Oirgantation was formed on 24th Apnl 1998 n Agadir, Mo-
roceo during the B Afncan Indigenous Women's Conference
organied by the MNetherlands Centre for Indigenous Peoples
{ UV bamd the Moroocan | ndipenous Organsation* Tamayout’
Lver L3 Almcan countres weie represenied.

Wiy was thare n noed for this conference? The iden and
dream was conceived by MCTV who had been attending LN
meslings and conferences on mdigenois populations, Durng
the various procecdings, African women's issues were not well
représenied, nor were thewr vosces heard, MCLY starfed consul-
tations among Afmican indigenous organisations through visits,
maetings and cormespondences. | he consultabions, which lasiad
two years, ked (o the first conference tn Agadit, Morocco and two
mdipor sbyects were sélectad for discussion

1y The role of Alrncan indigenous women as treasures of the
cultural and intelectual heritage of thelr peoples and
o) Wiodence against Alncan indige nous women

Apart from these twa main roples, which were discussed in
plenary, two minor subjects were ulso discussed in the confer-

ence worLahons

a) The legal snuanon of African indigenous wamen i the
countnes they inhabil and

b)) Bio-diversity and teaditional medicine and Alviean indig-
EMOUIS WM.

I'he confercnce was a big success [or Lthe indige nous women of
Adrica, considering that these are people who had never been
considered or given any aflentfion in reglonal ar international
conferences,

Lacfies and Gentlemen althoueh the cultural and intellee-
fual property of a people 18 created by women and men alike
it i5 mostly women wha develop and propagale the culture of
their people and pass it on (o Tuture generalions. Waomen hive
saved and developed culture, including language. There s o
greal need 1o recogmse their contribution to the developmani
of any given society, The main objectives of the African Indig-
enous Women' s Orgamsation are



a) Te defend and promote the rights of African indigenous
WIATIEN.

b} Todefend and promote indigenous women of Afncawhoare
victims of violenoe and genital mutilation.

¢} Tosvpport African indigenous women Lo preserve knowl-
edge and patural resources.

dj Torake action at the intermational community level inorder
1o prévent all acts of genocide and cthnocide.

€] To make every effort to guarantee the private property of
Adfrican indigenous women in order o enable them have
decent lives in their communities.

Ty Toprovide skills through trssning, sensitization and sustsn-
ihle imcome gencrating activitles for Afdean mdigenous
women to alleviate poverty,

g} To organise information sessions for Africen indigenous
women in the field of human rights.

bl To ensure the realisation of objectives deterrmned by
African indigenous women.

AIWO's Ad Hoe Commitiee has already met since the organi-
sation was formed. Due to lack of fanding, AIWO has takenihe
opporunity to meet whilst atteading UN Inlermanonal meet-
ings on indigenous people, 1o plan the way foreard

In one such meeting. the AIWO Ad Hoc Committee dis-
cussed membership, with paroculer regard to the recommenda-
trions of the Is1 Pan-Alncan Conference on Indipenous and
Forest Dependent Peoples held in Accra, Ghana, from Tth to
12th September 1998,

The first question is whether membership will be individual or
collective for the indigenous organisationconcerned. The women
present came up with the suggestion that membershipof AIWO
should be collective. Indigenous (Women's) organisations
should choose a represcniative from amongsl the women
members. If she leaves the arganisation, it is the organisation
which remning & mamber of AIWO. 1f the woman concemed
poes o another indigenous people’s organisation, this organi-
sation too can apply for membership.

The participants of the meeling called on women who are
now individual members of AIWO 1o join an indigenous peo-
ple’s organisation or 1o establish one.

There was discussion on the criteria of AIWO member-
ship with regard 1o the ‘indigenousness’ of the organisations
that would apply, Some of the women present feared non-
indigenous organisations might try to infiltrate AIWO, pre-
tending they are indigenous, Further discussion showed that
it is hard to give an exact definition of the term “indigenous’,
as one of the eritena is sell-definition. On the other hand, i
was argued that ATWO has little to conceal from the world as
all imformation 8 open. One can also wonder what would be
gained by pretending to be a member of AI'WO if one is not
an mdigenous (women's) organisation. The women present
therefore suggested that AIWO should take the risk. at least

for the first period, and then consider restrictions to the mem-

It was also suggested that all organisations that want mem-
bership should send in a declaration that they agree with the
objectivesof AIWO, Atthe same time, the organisa tions should
send in a copy of their by-laws or, ifnot officially established, the
olyjectives of their own organisation. AI'WO members also
discussed the future actions.

As the ducussion on the structure of AI'WO shows, future
actions will be first of all based around local and regional
meetings resulting in the election of a regional representalive.
This does not mean, however, that this is the only subject of
discussion at local and regional meetings. These meetings will
themsalves {orm the base for ATWO actions (0 be taken, such
as: actions ol support for important issues 1o member Organisa-
tions of AI'WO or actions of informing indigenous and non-
tndigenous women and men on the objectives of AIWO and on
the meaning of the term ‘indigenousness’, ete, The chosen
members of the Executive Committee will also come up with
ideas for actions, although they will doso after consullntion with
the regional ATWO members.

AIWO has 5o far achieved a lot by having its members
recognised internationally. The i international
meetings has been motvating. The members have also been
able 10 s1am fundraising on different projects with the help of
NCIV whohas introduced them todonors: this is a hard 1ask for
new organisations.

AlWO s report ‘Out of the Shadows' wat launched in Am-
sterdam on 3rd December 1998 This was a very colourful and
successful event for ATWO.

Though we still have financial problems, we hope (o keep
going and look to a bright future. It has been very difficult 1o
communicate and get feedback from our members, but we hope
that sub-regional meetings can tackle this problem. But commu-
nication snd finance stll remain major problems for ATWO,

Ladies and gentlemen, I am happy on beball of all the
members of AIWO to thank you very much for lelting us
participate and meet you all. Special thanks to PINGO's Forum
and IWGIA for facilitating our participation and we ook
forward 1o future collaboration.

Paper presenied diring the “Conference on IndigenousPeoples
of Eastern, Central and Southern Africa™, organised by the
Pastoralist Indigenous NGO's Forum (Pingo's Forum) and
TWGITA, The conference took plaee in Aruyiin, Tincania from
[8th 10 22nd of fanuary 1999,

Lucy Mulenkei is a Maasai and focal persan ln the Eastern Africa
regton for ATWO. She ivan environmiend and developmentradio
mﬂ'ﬁtmﬂﬂ:mﬂhﬂﬂrﬂf * Indigenons Information Ned-
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THE AFRIGAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES' RIGHTS
AND THE ISSUE OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

hairperson, k& me just
say thenk you very
rrvoeeh for the opporiu-

nity to come and participate at
this conference. 1t is a very
long time since I wasinvolved,
ar in touch with, indigenous
issues, Having spent five
vearsat the Waorld Council
of Churches in Geneva, head-
ing o unil programmed at
combatting recism, | was very
much imvolved in the develop-
menl of mdigenous issues. [t's
d long timve since then, and Ldo
ezl 8 kind of connection with this 1ssue once agaimn.

But I'm nol coming here today a2 an expert on the issus,
because I'm not. I'm really coming as 8 member of the African
Commiission on Human and Peoples’ Rights. Essentially tojust
try to find connections between the African Charter and the
issues that have been of concern to all of us here during these
days. Tomy knowledge. the issne of indigenous peoples has not
been discussed in the African Commission on Human and
Peoples’ Rights. It's not too difficult to know why. | think firstly
it iz Tadr 0o sy that the izzue of indigencus peoples has not had
pricrity nor has it been prominent in political or other discus-
sions in A frice, Tomy knowledpe noneven in the contextof the
DAL has the tssue been discussed by hedads of state.

secondly, there may be, and in fact there has been, avi-
dence from the presentetions thet we received yesterday that
there is some dispute about the understandings of indigenous
peoples in Africa. And whereas the issue of indigenous has not
been discussed, it may have been discuzsed in other ways. And
[ think there are also ideological problems that can be ex-
pressed aroundiindigenous, P'm going to come back (o thisa
Titele fatir.

Thirdly I think the Alrican states are very weary of seces-
sionist movements or civil strife, I don"tthink that anything that
may appear potentially controversial in one stile or another -
maybe seen as responsible for divisions and civil strife - is likely
to receive a kol of attention at an Afnca-wide level.

And of course as we have been saying here all along, the
indigenous peopies in Africa are not influential people, they are
marginal or marginalised people and they are weak people, so
their issipes never really make their way on 1o the agendas of
nations, even in our continent.
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And finally there is of course the image of the African Commis-
stion on Human and Peoples® Rights which hasn't really been
seen as being strong in advocacy on any human righis issues on
the continent. S0 one might say that it is nol surprising that the
issue hazn't come up in the commission at all,

The environment in Africa for discussion of
indigenous issues

Having said that, T think we need (o pay some attention (o the
environmentin Africa within which we wish these matters iy be
discussed. First it must be said that in 1964 - the QAL was
founded in 1963 - the Assembiy of Heads of States and Govern-
ments passeda resolution in Cairo recognising colonial bounds-
rieswhich basically suggests that the way imwhich it wasthought
that Africa would organise itself wis by maintaining colonial
boundanes. [don't think 1twas because there wasanideological
commitment tocolonial boundariesbul it was easier than tiying
to “unscramble the egg”, because the controversy regarding
what belonged o whom could lead to interminable strife. 5o,
pragmatically, the recognition of colonizl boundaries was &
very necessary actin the wake of Africa-wide organisation that
sought to unite Africans.

The other aspect ol the international legal regime in Africa
is the respect for the integrity of states. African states by and
large pladge to respect the territorial integrity of other states
and that is why there are problems when Rwanda and Uganda
are allegedly involved in [uelling strife and oecupying partsof
the Democratic Republicof Congo orwhen Ernlrea is occupying
parts of Ethiopia. This is a vioslation of a very sacred principle
ininternational low namely. respect for Lhe lermitonial integrity
of stanes.

Alongside this, there is another principle, the principle of
non-interference in domestic affairs of states, Over the vears
thiz has become weakened and minimized a great deal as the
human rghts regime comes o foroe. When states ranify
international treaties they mvite monioring and interfercnce
by other external bodies: 5o the principle is not a8 absolule as
it useed to be. But it is still a principle that is respected and
interference is nol resorted to very lightly.

What have been the developments in Africa that are worth
our noting? [ think that since 1990 there has been o greater
degree of consciousness on the continent of Afnca of human
rights 1ssues, There has been o strong movement, pariicularly
in democratisation, good governance and multiparty stales.
This has happenedin the frst Hush ol vemoval of the Cold War,
But ] think that, to:a large degree, this movement has become



much weaker now than it wasseven or eight vears ago, although
some ol these PELH{JFIEE are not Ei.‘.l[I'IE {8 EIIEDEE. Nﬂnﬂihflfﬁﬁ,

if one takes the resolutions, for example, of the Assembly of
Head of States and Governments -inmy case of s ADEC states-
there i5.a greater degree of consciousness of the importance of
humean rights and good governance in Afnica.

A seminal document that is worth referring to is the Secre-
tary-Creneral of the United Mations document on Africa and the
causes of conflict, which fundamentally asserfs the importance
of human rights in Africa in ensuring peace, security and
prospecity for all. Az g resultofl that, naturally there has had to
be a movement towards redrafting of constitutions to a greater
of lesser degree, Al times there has been peace made with
previously warring groups or factions and recognition of inter-
national pressure for human rights. 5o by and large African
countries are now secking to redraft their constitutions inorder
to reflect some of the new realities of international situations,

Furthermore there has been - and still is - the menace of civil
war, In the Democratic Bepublic of Congo, Sierra Leone,
Ciuinea Hissau and others there is incipient civil strife. Gener-
ally whenever such things happen, human rights always suffer
and crvil liberties are constrained, Wherever there 1s civil strife,
human rights almoest always become the victim.

Mare positively there has been the adoption by the Assem-
bly of Heads of States and Governments last June of an African
Court of Human and Peoples’ Rights. An African Court
iz very important because, for the first time in
Alfrica-at least notionally - there will be,
a5 there is in Europe and in the
Americas, a court that will
seek toenforce decisions
and make them
binding on na-
tion states. |
§ay mo-
tion-

ally, because even within the protocol of the African Court, itis
still going to be necessary for cach state to agree to ordinary
citizens approaching the court dicectly. Bul if they do, then the
decisions of the Court will be binding on each nation state, and
that is a very important and very positive development

Acond tinally there are greater moves toenhance the cohesion
of Africa as a continent, Mot just as a hopeless basket case of
begpars and those that are abways at war with ong another, but
g0 that we can actually beginto raise the profile of the continent
asavery progressive place where investments can be made and
where corruption and neponizm are not the order of the day, 5o
if pood povernance can at least transpice and of there 5 a
movement - I'm 007 going (o say it's & very sirong movemeni -
but if there 15 a movement that is seeking to ink human rights
ipgether with good governance, democracy, and dealing with
corruption and nepotism as effectively as possible, there 15
cause for opiimisny,

Thatiswhy my last pointis that because of all of these things,
the Assembly of African Heads of States and Governments
agreed to have a continent-wide OAL ministerial conference
on human cights, which Grstly would have taken plage io Lu-
anda, Angole. However, because of the outbreak of war be-
tween LINITA andthe government it had to
be postponed.
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Then it should have taken place 1o Mauntios but it had to be
postiponed, too. Tt i sl hoped that if wall tke place probably
arcund May or Jume. It 5 3 major, major African initiative
When it does happen 1 will, | thnk, for the first bme bring
logether the whole of Africa at manistenal level, along with the
recognized paricipation of NODs, 1o really begin o assess the
sloaiion of uman nghis m Adnca. S5omething that | think has

niod happened before

secondly L want lotalk about the Afmcan instrumenis for the
promotionand protection of human nghis. Weneed (osay that
85 3 background we have just celebrated the ) yeamn of the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and this is important
in relation 10 what we are trying to do during this conlerence
I'he preambie tothe Universal Declaration bas thistosay: That
disregard and contempt for human rights have resalied n
barbarous acts which have cutraged the conscience of humar

kind, and the Declaration marks the advent of a world in which
human beings shall enjoy the frecdam of wpeech and belisf, smnd
[reedom [rom fear. That has been proclaimed as the highest
aspiration of the common people. This is important because if
savs fundamentally that since the Second World Warwe canno
longer afford to be 1n a situation where violations of human
rights almost ineveitably lend 10 major destabilization. even
rebellion. And therefore pood governanos 15 cssentinl for [l

mainlenance of Bi il order and democracy in our countrcs

Sell-determination
Sow whalare I]'||_"|1|'|'-I1|1;'|1:|'\.!|'|.11 wi Lhen have o look atin Alnca
in the contextof that? Forone thing the key ssue thel indipemous
people rase, 1 know, B & very controversial ssuee, the whaole
isskie Of self-determimation, The Diraf Declaraton for example
has this to say: “Indigenows Peoples have the right to self
determingtion, By virine of that righs they freely denermine thetr
Ir.l|.-|'|r|. al wtariin aerad Tudly FETE Y, MELF Aoonorrie, Jocud and
crdiard developrent ™, That™s s section on sell-delermnaiion
Bt | weani to suggest thist there s another section onsoversignty
It sayvs: “Indigenouy peoples have the right o maintain and
riremgihen thelr diztinet pelincad, eeonomic, social and ceiltiral
characterisncs as well ax thelr lepal svsrems, while retnining their
right to participane fully If they 30 choose in the political, eco
nevric, seciad and cenliural e of the siate In which they rexide ™.
Sosell-determination, soversignty, are major issues that really
need & majpor consensus and some understanding il there o be
i breakthrough in the whaole movement of indigenous peoples
And I'm certain that this is one of the issues around the Drafi
Declaration. that is very much st the heart of the debate in order
to make sure that the declaration will be acceptable 1o sintes
later on

Hut agmnst that we peed (o remund you that there 1s &
declaration, lor example, on the rights of persons belonging 1o
national, ethnic, religious and linguistic minorites. And that
declaration says that the night 1o enjoin their own culiire, 1o
profesa and prachise ther own religion, to use their own lan-
guage freely and wathout interference or discnimination is

—timi wii Wi e igiip #
iy we n il ibimrng awicel e i wpibsienng Lo Do prople
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fundamental. When i put hke that it seems to me that self-
determination delines auronomy. Awmnomy by & group of
people, a nation - & population. Mot simply political independ-
ence as opposed Lo the nation state where they reside, because
international law states that soversignly remams unassailable,
it 15 not an isswe that s up for debate,

Bur the rights exercized by ethnic minonnes are imporiant
There have to be fghts exercised By law, and according fo the
constitution of the country, And they must be the fights that are
exercised oul of an acceplance of the inviokability of the terri-
tonial integrity of the state, 30 sell-determination i imporiant
Self-determination as suionomy 5 imporiant in relation o the
gpecific inferess of a group - penerally a minoricy group. 5o, 1
think it is important tostress this pointa litgle it because it raises
all kinds of fundamental concerns and fears among govern-
mefts conceming indiganous issues,

Crenerally there hasn't been a ot of acceptance of secession-
il movements in internaticnal law, By acceplance, | mean
diplomatic aational acceptance in inlernational b, An exan.
ple has been made regarding the UIS5R and the changes that
have taken place since 1989. There have been a lat of changes,
I'think for the better. Forexample, the constitution of the LE5E
guaranteed Soviet stabes the right io secede from the Union.
And there is, of course, the special case of the Baltic states,
whose annexations were never accepted internationally. 5o
there have heen such cases,

But there are two major principles in international law that
have fa be horne in mind. That the recognition of separatensss
of states or parts of states is predicated on two major principles.
e 15 that such a decision must be freely determined by a
people and by that it means across the whole cross section of the
entire population. That & the decision to free one part of the
country, and to do this the decision has to be taken democrati-
cally by all the people of the country. However, quite ofien
scparation: happens as & resull of a settlement following an
armed conflict, afier which the boondaries of states pre redrawn.
CGenerally speaking, it is around these two principles that the
recognifion of separate stales has besn accepted,

Definltion of indigenous peoples
I'want to return to the problem of definition of mdigenous which
I started with earlier on. I'm not going to attempt a definition,
but | want to say why the issue of definition keeps coming up.
First I think we all know, and 1 have heard it mentioned here,
about the special conditions of Africa. The conceen about
translating a concept generally in the special circumstances of
the Americas, for example, or South Asia and transplanting it
to Adrica have rased concems in some cases. And therefore the
question is raised as to whether the term is relevant for Africa
at all? Is it helpfnl? Does it enable us to come to a better
understanding or to raise the issue more pertinently than would
otherwise be the case! Does it deal with what one might call
conceptual difficulties? How does it deal. for example, with the
issue of the extro-termitorial charscter of indigenous issues?
There are Maasal in Kenya, there are Maasai in Tanzania,
Indigenous peoples straddie boundaries in general. There are
Batwa all around the central part of Africa. There are San
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people i South Alrica, Botswana and Mamibia. 5o the exira-
territorial characier of indigenous pecpies s something thar
needs some kind of consideration. But 1 want to suggest that
there 15 an 155ue at keart here, Whatever view one takes of the
questions that are raised, and ['ve done no more than raise the
queestions for now, there is an ssue erving out for attention. And
the issue i that there are distnet identifiable commimnities who
have a common identity, who have & shared cultuial heritage,
who exhibin ways of life, world views and customary praciices,
and who have a long ranging history and & celigion together,
Communities who have generally suffered dispossession, aliena-
i and marginalisation and who even continge to suffer dis-
erimination, who are penerally vulnerable, and who are gener-
ally pecple who are victims of domination by more powerful
BEOUps.

They peed nol necessarily be numerically less than others.
It is conceivable that minorities are not numerical minorities.
I can speak of South Africa: for & long lime we South Africans
were essentially a minonty even though we are a majority,
because the powers that were exercised in the country were by
a minarity of people, who were dominant and contralled jusi
aboul everything. 5o one has to move away from the numerical
understanding of minority/majority issues. And then having
said that, questions need to be asked for example on what basis
the South African Afnkaners constifute an indigenous commu-
nity in terms of the way which the UN understands the concept?

The African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights
The African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights is an
important player here. Because the Afnican Commission has a
continent-wide responsibility. All African states accept Enitrea,
which is a new African state, and the Western Sahara, which is
not recognized everywhere. All African states have ratified the
African Charter. It means that all African states have an
obligation toabide by the pninciples of the Afnican Charter. The
African Charterwas adopted by the OA L in 1981 and came into
force im 1986, 5o it has been in existence for over 10 yvears now.
The Charter i= distinctly African in s understanding of human
rights. | think this is becanse it recognizes some of the key issues
that Africans wish to raise around human rights, [t is oot just a
matter of relevance or particularities, but the relationships
between rights and responsibilities.

It recognises, for example, group rights which no other mter-
national instrument does. 1 think one would agree that this is &
distinct feature of the Afmican Charter. Article 62 of the Charter
Tequires states to report every bwo years on steps they have taken
to observe the principles of the Charter and this s a very useful
instrument because it says that states must report, and in report-
ing that they need to be able to raise how they have ensured
conformity in their country with all the principles in the Charter.

Until recently, this was a mechanism that wes notvery much
respected by states. Very few states, in fact, have reported and
the African Commission has now made & resolution to seek
to provide reports for states that have not reported. which
really shames and embarrasses states. In order to do so, it s
going to rely on Mon Governmental Organisations and other
rescarchers on the state of human rights in that particular



state, And that is an opening which can really open up some
of these ispues for indigenous communities in Africa about
how states relate 1o ethnic and other minorities as the African
Charter requires.

Another opening is by way of communications, Comimuni-
cations are compluints - writing to the African Commission (o
make a particular complaint regarding & violation or lack of
rospect for the rights of the people that are in the African
Charter. The African Emmmdmnwntr_:mp very much
to investigate and 10 make stales accountable in terms of the
complaints it m:mmtnmmlh t think we
have received any compluint relating 10 treatment of indig-
enous people. [ say to you: T hears great deal about genocide

something like that. ht ihere has
o e Aficen Comegilin- gk i swectll tins SURA
And that means that | people, or those who

work with them actively, utilise the mﬁh
in Africa to taise the issue of concern 10 any particular commu-
nity in Africa, it will 3ot be addressed. Because if you don't get
a hearing within your stste, hlltﬁw
the Adrican 110 get a Pan- African hearing scrogs
whole continent of | And very, very often states do take
complaints made 1o the African Commission very nmn#

I think that states are increasingly coming to the sessions of
the African Commission 10 defend themselves against com-
plaints that are made against them, and they take seriously the
rulings and decisions of the African Commission because they
have n bearing on the image of the state and foreign relations
in general. S0 1 do think that compiaining to the African
Commission is a very i nl way that can be pursued.

Mext [ think every coun L Africa frican commis-
stoner whao is responsible g noting Hights in that
couniry. Every country in Afriea. S¢ it shouls d be possible for all
the NCGOs which have observer s ﬁfﬁmﬂn Coammis-

sion to make use of this. These NGOs receive the reports and
the communigues of the African C-uq'm every year, and
they know wha the commissioner is, who 15 responsible for that
country. And there is nothing that 3 as effectiee as making your
commitsloner work in order to bring to his atiention whai
happena in your country that is in violation of the Charter. 5o |
do think that if you know who the commissioner i for any one
country, it i important.

For example, a judge - Robert Kisanga - was for many, many
years A member of 1the African Commission based here in
Tanzania. He s a judge of the appeal court of Tanzanis and
he had responsibility [or Kenyva. Dunmg all the years when
Robert Kisanga was & member of the commission he never
brought indigenous issues 1o the attention of the commasson.
Why! | suspect it is becavse indigenous peoples and RGOs
did not bring them 1o his atiention Or becaose he himseIi did
nol make himself available to NGOs and to the indigenous
peoples in the countries which he had responsibility for. So
I think that it is important that the commssioner responsibie
for a particular country should be made aware of these issues
and certuinly should be given opportunity 1o réport on them
nnd made 1o sccount for actions that he has taken on those
IssuEs,

That brings me 10 the role of NGOs. Non Governmenta] Or-
ganisations are a very important pan of the promotionsl activ-
ity of the African Commission. There are a number of NGOs
that have cbserver status in the Afncen Commission. throngh
which they receive reports of the work of the commission,
through which they attend ns observers of the sessions of the
commission, through which they can bring issues before the
commission and make complaints to the commission on behalf
“ofothers. It's a very important role if it is well used by Non
‘Governmental Organisations. To obtain observer status you
only have to submit your gonatitution and your activity report
on the activithes that you are undertaking in promoting the
Alncan charter io the Alrican. Commission regularly. And if
you are an observer NGO in the African Commission you can
- also make the commissioner lof your country or your particular
interest accountabie.

Maore recently, im an ¢ffort thal the African Commission has
‘made to try snd bring critical issues. 1o special attention, the
 African Comminsion has sdopted the strategy of having special
rapporteuts on specific issues. During the time [ have been in
ﬁc—u- which is only two years - there has been a

mﬂﬂrmPrMIﬂmhvtrtmndm]
w on the conditions of prisons in Keoya, in
in Mauritania and another country. We have got

;l.ppon:ur on executions and genocide m Africa

wanda. And there is 4 special rapporteur on women

and rights of women in Africa. 5o the idea of special rapporteurs
ilﬂ:hlr_hltn enahle important critical issues to be brought
B0 the attention of the Commission through the accessing of a

- eommissioner who hat special responsibilities for that issue.
" The ﬁhmahmxm the African Assembly

of Heads of States and Governmenis every June, The Assembly

“of Hends of States and Ciovernments meets in June in one or

aniiher capital of Africa. Every June the activity report for the
previous year, the decisions that have been taken on
o munkeations by the African Commission. are brought to the
attentionol the Hesds of States and Governments. [tisstill very,
vary important that we enable the Afncan Heads of Siates and
Governments (o take these reports most seriously, as [ suspect
they do, But I think that once there is an African Court then the
Adrican Commission can take matters to the African Court for
i juridical decision. 5o that's a sign in Alrica.

Paper preseated during the “Conlerence on Indigenous Peoples
of Emtern. Central and Southern Afnca™, orgenised by the
Pasovaliss Indigencis NGOV Forum (PINGO's Forum) and
IWGIA. The conference took place in Aruvha, Tanzania from
18k o 22nd of January 1999,

Dr. Nyameko Bamey Pirvana iy the Chaurperson of the South
African Muman Rights Commission (since I'995) and a menber
of the African Comemission on Human & Peoples™ Rights (since
i907) D Piyana qualified ay o fewyer in South Africa and ar
# theologien n England. He was previously Director of the
World Council of Churches’ Programme to Combar Racism
based in Geneva. W |
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ARUSHA RESOLUTIONS

Whereas

L. Indipenous peoples from East, Central and Southern Africa
convened logeiher with delegatles from imiermatnonal organisa-
trcans mind MU S it Arusha - Tansanea lrom [8-21 Jeouary 1995

2. Indigenows delegates recogneed the fact that they share
comman problems and will seek commaon solutions;

3. Indhpenoes delegates also emphasised the Gt that incertain
circumsiances hunter-gatherers in Alrica are in a particularly
vulnerable e

4. Inchige novus delegates maore specifically pointed 1o the special
cane of the Grent Lakes region, where the impactof conflicts has
been particularty disruptive to Batwa and Pygmy communities,
whio hurve been subjected [omassacres, toriure and buman righis
wiolations which have turned them into reflugees, exiled from
ther ancestral lands and thair countries

The Conference declared that

5. The indigenous peoples have the same right as other African
communitios to live in peace. 1L s the responsibility of the

ol

governments to teke care of all 1ts ctizens, and conllicts and
wars must be brodght 1o an end through the promotion ol
traditional methods of conflict salving sndfor through lnsting
and effective peice trearles;

6. The indigenous peoples have the same right as other Alrican
communities 1o live according 1o thelr culiures and freely

determineg their [uture and developmen just a8 other African
commumnitics do;

7. Indigenous peoples’ distinetive rights to land, (o environmeni
ang natural resources, uswell as their humen and culiural nghis

should be respectad;

i. Indigenous peoples should have control of all thelr sacred
gites and the graves of their ancestons

The Conference emphasised
THE RIGHT TO LAND

Indigenous delegates af fw Conferencr




Stressimg that the problem ol ownership of land and all s
PESOUICEs - antmnls, witer, [rees, other vegetation elc. - 15 acule
for all indigenous communitics, and thil many communities
haive bost all of their land and others ire in grave danger ol losing
themr lamd:

Penitizeg thot this land alenaton is due tothe bk of recogmition by
governments of cuslomany oocupancy and modes of production
mnd ¢ thie back of adequiats land lenire and land ondmance systems;

8. The Coaferencoe resodved thai

8.1 Compensation and reclamation of already lost land should
be given 1o agereved indigenous communitics;

9.2 The distinctive rights o hunter-gatherers must be enshrined
in the constioutions and leglslntion, present and future, of sl

Alncancounines:

43 Pastoralism should be recognised nx a major form of prodise-
tion and be given due respect

HL The Conference frurthermore urged
1,1 Pastoralist and hunter-gathcrer communilies everywhere

(o identifly and scck solulions (o common problems, and seek
wavsand means of co-existing inshared temitonesm harmony;

11, Awsgre of S0 Pretsired Caded, e Lormerrrice

recoirmienged

11.1 The Tanzaman Parlizment removes (nom e Comnstiitson
the cliuse which states *that all land in Tans
President”: thereby allowing the executive to control the land

Afvia mvesicdin the

P12 The niew Danranian land legislation tikes adeguare oe-
counf of the interests of the pastoralists nnd s&s up ellschive
mechanmms to prevent the illegal alvenntvomn of lund, whiech is
ierious confinuing problem for the pastora|ists;
¥ 1 B onle i Dol W EREES H0nE g1ve Thei ..||'-_'--||I o hunber
gatlverers and pasioralisis o rally aeainst the | anzaman pro-
parssd lnnd amendment bl

11.4 The Kenvan povernment tables i Parlearment a8 soou 34
posi¥e the proposed Land Adjodicatson Amendment ball that
mullifves the | loodoariak M osiro Lund sdjedicatson sectsons and
guarintees the protectics of the land rghts lor all pasiorslises

I Eiye

11.5 The Renyan government declnres i moratonium on the
wile ol land smong Maa speakers as pirt 6f the Constitutional
Review in Kenyn

116 The Kenyan government fully myolves huntér-gatherer
Ly | FRIOTEIS oMM ENIEES in re-wTiling L Re h.'"l. WLt -

ensuring that any clanswes on imndrnd ual and collective land

Lile reflect the values and needs of 1nduge noas. peoples

11.7 The Governmeni of Botswana, pending (he resolubon of
the land cluim by the residents of the Ceniral Kelshan (zame
Reserve (CRGR), agrees 1o a moratotiem on the removal of
SunfromCKGRE,

LL.B [ 'he Crovernment of Botswana permils the return of resi-
e mts w hio have been resettled gutiade Lhe CKOGR Lotheir former
hames within the CKGR:

1.% The Government of Botswana continues to provide health
and other social services 1o those indigenous villngers pending

the resodunion ol the kand Clirm

THE RIGHT TO NATURAL RESOURCES
L T PR ..l_."n'.-'- af the Comferonce

Mol 1hat indigenous peoples” traditional way of life - ving
it hmrmony with their natural envieonment - has preserved the

inimals and other resources L [ the present

AMiressing that imdigenous peoples are Knowledgeabie and skilled
i the techmigoes of managing and presérving their habiat;



Aoware of the fact that thewr governments, often misled by bad
advice, have failed womake use of indigenous peoples’ conser-
vanonal expertise and matead have resorned 1o the wrongiul
and unlawfol expulsion of mdigenous peoples from their tradi-
tiomal lamds;

Moting furthermore that some of these ancestral lands have
become forest reserves and national parks {32 annex [or a few
examples of this ), while others have been taken over by mining
concessians or have been Oooded in connection with the con-
struction of dams and hydroeleciric plants;

Moting also that some of these resources and the indigenous
peoples’ Knowledge of them is being used without respecting
these peoples” miellectual property nghis;

Conscious that all these activities adversely affect the lives and
livelihood of indigenous communities and the national re.
sources upon which they depend, and

Distressed by the fact that sacred sites and ancestral graveyards
have been destroyved by these activities;

12, The Conference demanded that

12.1 The affecied communites always be consulied and in-
vilved in the decisions lcading to land alienalion;

122 The security of tenure covers all the natural resources in
the indigencus lands,

12.3The legislation be challenged in afl the countrnies to protect
aatural resources:

12 4 Sanctions be impoted on povernments who donol protect
ihe land. the resources and the culiural ares of the mdigenous
communities,

1. The Conference furthermore appealed to

13.1 Al governments, donor agencies, international organisa-
tons and all well-wishers 10 address these ssues urgently and
effectively.

Regarding national parks and wildlife reserves

14, The Conference asked that

14.1 The customary rights of hunter-gatherers and pastoralists
in forest reserves and game parks be recognised;

14.2 The legislation governing reserves/parks be reviewed to
allow more participation by communities;

B2

14.3 Joint management be organized with the local commumi-
ties so that they con benelit from the park revenues,

Regarding mining
L5, The Conference demanded thai

15.1 African governments should recognize sub-surface rights
ofindigenous peoples and the current policy on mining in all the
countres should be challenged;

15.2 Mo mining or olher developmenis should take place on
indigenous lands without indigenous peoples’ informed con-
sent and without a formal agreement having been obtained
from the local community: mining companies should be held
to repair environmental damage that negatively influcnces
traditional economies and opportunities for eco-tounsm or
other uses

Regarding the construction of dams
16. The Conference appealed o

16, 1 The international orgamsations nod (o grve hinancial assist-
ance o the construction of dams affecting indigenous commu-
nities,

16,2 In the case of teo spealic dam projecis presently planned
by the governments of Kenya and Namibia respectively, the
Conference furthermore

a) Urged the Kenvan Government to shelve all plans regard-
ing the construction of an electric power dam on the Wuaso
MNgiro River. There is evidence that this dam will adversely
affect the life of the pastoralist communities both in Kenya
and Tanzania by flooding swampy lands that provide graz-
ing lor livestock and water for both livestock and humansand
even wildlife;

bl Appedaled tointernational organisations such as the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the African
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights and any other
organisntion 1o request governments and other institutions
not (o give any assistance to the government of Namitxa lor
the construction of a dam on the Kunene River. This dam
will thresten the Ovahimba Community residing al Epupa
aren by destroying a lot of their grandfathers’ graves,
which for them are a very significant symbaol in their
culture, by flooding most of their land and grazing arcas.
and by evicting the people residing along this area. The
Ovahimba Community also fecls that many people will be
coming Lo this arca, and as a result the rate of crime and of
different discascs will rime.



17, The Conference finally calfed on

17.1 The tourism indusiry (o show respect and concern for
indigenous peoples. Indigenous peoples should receive an
adequate proportion of the profits of tourism, and the prama-
tion of tourism should be under the contral of indigenous

groups.

17.2 Allresearchers working among indigenous peoples should
only conduct research with the full consent of the peoples and
ensure that the wformation they collect i3 available to the
peopic themselves.

THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Noting that the LN Commission on Human Rights has estab-
lished an open ended working group fo consider the Dirafi
Declaration on the nghis of indipenous peoples and thar Afri-
can states will in due conre vate on the adoption of the decla-
ratice by the LIN commission;

18, The Conference

18.1 Urged African countries 1o ratify all international legal
instruments réliting (o indigenous peoples and (o incorporate
them into domestic law in order o empower local indigenous
comimunities,

18.2 Requested the European Linion, in thear political dialogue
with the different African government authorities, lourge these
povernmenis (o rabify diverse international instruments for
indigenous peoples and to momtor the ratification.

18.3 Demanded adequate representation of hunter-gatherer
communities in all contexts and in particular that all relevant
hunter-gatherer communities be represenied in any relevant
national or international body that may be established as well
a% in all future confercnces;

Regarding indigenous women

19. The Conference furthermere recommended that

19.1 The rights of indigenous women be strengthened.

19.2 Practical gendér needs be taken nto consideration m
every sector (economic, education, development, etc_ ) inorder

i alleviate and salve some of the problems expenenced by
indigenous women

19.3 Legal instruments be créated to allow mdigenous women
toown propertyfland.

Regardingeducation

20, The Conference siressed that

20,1 The indigenous peoples” right to education should be
respected and enhanced and more education tacihities should
be provided by the governments;

200.2 The indigenous peoples should be given a chance to design
a special curnculum which caters for their needs;

20,3 Prowisions for zirl child edocation should be made a3 it
will climinatc some culteral practices which marginalize
them;

2.4 The services, Le. slaffing. equpment and facililics, 1o the
already existing schools should be improved:

205 Teacher raininz i=3ues should be revmted by the Kenyan
government for the beaefit of the pastoralists who have no
teachers. One or twoteachers colleges should be relained with
the help of mobilized resources;

Regarding the African Commission on Human and
Peoples’ Rights

The Conference

Moding that the situation of indigenous peoples has aroused
concerns in the international community as evidenced by the
declaration of the International Decade 19952004,

Informed that pastoralists and hunter-gathe rers are sull being
forcibly evicted from their traditicenal lands, that colleclive
punishments of indigenous communities are sill inking place,
and that political, economic, social and cultural discrimination
of indigenous communities occurs all over Alrica;

Avware that the issue of indigenous peoples in Alrica B essen-
tially a matter of human rights;

Conscious of the strong provison for collective nghts and righn
to culture provided for by the Alrican charter on human and
peoples” nghis:

Repretting that the African Commission on Human and Peo-
ples” Righis has to date not addrowed the question of the nghts
of indipenous peoples in Adrica;

Convinced that failure 1o doso is neglect of 1he mandate granted
to the Commission under the Charter,

21. The Conference therefore resolved.



211 To encourage all NGOs concerned about the nghts of
indigenous peoples in Africa to seek observer status in the
Adrican Commission;

21.2 To request the Afncan Commission fo include an agenda
item on the rights of indigenous peoples in Africa inall sessions
of the Commission;

21.3 To ask the Commission to establish & working group to
consider all aspectsof the rights of indigenous peoplesin Afnca
and to promote consideration of the matter by African states:

21.4 To ask the Commission to reconsider the requirement that
indigenows paoples exhaust their local remedies before lodping s
complaint with the Commission as the lengthy delays and pos-
ponementsin judicial proceedings affecting them eflectreely deny
Adrican pastoralsts and hunter-gatherer sooehes justice

PLAN OF ACTION
22, The Conference resolved 1o implement the following
22.1 At the local and mational level

a) Implement iwareness campaigns 10 ensure that local com-
munities are made aware of their land nghts.

b) Make sure that country-by-country profiles of mdigenous
NGO and CROs are drawn up, sothat we can identify each
other and strengthen our common stand.

22.2 Ar the regional level

a) Encournge Kenyan and Tanranian Mansai groups to assist
each other in lobbying and reaching consensus on the con-
servation of sacred sites that are commaon 1o both of them,
and ather concerns that affect them in similar ways.

b} Encournge Central African foresi dwelling people (o assist
ench other in lobbying and reaching consensus on strategies
[or peace in the region, the conservation of forest areas,
management of wild life including mountain gorillas, demo-
cralic representation of their necds and profection [rom
human rights violations;

2.5 Ar the continenial fevel

a) Ensure thal indigenous MGOs and CBOs start 1o co-ordi-
nate and strategise, 1o find practical solutions to the follow-
INg quesiions

& How do we feed into each other's efforis?
* How do we disseminate information (e.g through re-
sponsible ornganisations hike IPACC, AITWO, The Inter-

national Alliance for Trobal and Indigenous Peoples of
The Tropical Forest).

b}y Encourape mdigenous groups (o affiliate themselves 1o
PACC

c} Regueesi the African Commision on Human and Peoples”
Righis 10 provesde all the pariicpanis with the names and
addresses of ACHPR-commissioners, as well asa 2-3 page
summary of ACHPR s instirumenis

d} Dhiscwss how we can influence/lobby and get support from
Alncansiates inan appreciaiion of our concems, e.g. (hrough
capacity-bmlding of our institutions and networking.

¢) Request African governments to ratify the [LO Convention
169 and other instruments related o indigenous peoples,

fi Organise atraining workshoponinlernational human rights
standards and mechanisms in Arusha in 1999 as an instry-
ment to increase African indigenous peoples’ knowledge of
the UN processes.

g} Organise, with the suppor of the Forest Peoples’ Programme
(FPF) and the International Work Group for Indigenous
Adffairs (IWGIA), a conference in the vear 2000 in order to
promote & discussion on Lhe ssues caused by the establish-
mient of national parksand wildlife reserves. This conference
will bring together indigenous peoples involved in conserva-
tion projects and conservationists to discuss case studies from
indigenous peoples describing their experiences.

22.4 Ai the international fevel

a) Urge the UN Voluntary Fund and The Human Rights Fund
for Indigenous Peoples to ensure greater participation for
African indigenous peoples at the UNWGIP through the
allocation of travel lunds and to revise thelr critena (o
ensure that only genuine indigenous persons are funded.

b} Sendalettertothe Special Rapporteur, Mr. Miguel Alfonso
Martinez, regarding his report “Study on (reaties, agree-
ments and other constructive arrangements between Slates
and indigenous Populations” in which we confirm that there
are indigenous peoples within African States.

£) Sendthe *Arusha Declaration on the Permanent Forum for
Indigenous Peoples within the United Nations™, which was
adopted at the Conference, to the UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights.

d] Request ILO, ELl and other main donors to monitor activi-
ties relating (o development co-pperation and foreign in-
vestment in all African countries, and encourage indig-



enous organisations Lo ask these donors for information
about their activities in the different countries,

e} Request ILO to briel (in an éasily understood language)
about all instruments related Lo indigenous peoples.

fi Request indigenous organisations 1o gather good factual
information about specific situations and forward thisinfor-
mation to the northern/international NGOs, so that they can
give more effective suppon and lobbying and also forward
it to the international donors so that they are properly
informed about local conditions. Intermational NGOs at this
Conference undertake toshare information 2nd co-ordinate
activitics on haues arising from this Conference.

225 Specific actions to be taken o the local, national and
international level

a) Lobby at national and international level about the new
Taneanian land bills being debated in Dodoma, in order 1o
cnsure thai:

*  the new legislation takes adequate account of the inter-
ests of the hunter-gatherers and pastoralistsof Tanzania.

* the new legislation sets up effective mechanisms to
prevent the (llegal alienation of land, which is a serious
continuing problem for the hunter-gatherers and
pastoralists of Tanzania.

by Ensure that Indigenous organisations lobby the EU delega-
tion W press Tanzanian suthorilies o involve indigenous
peoples in constitutional reforms.

¢} Ensurethat the Barabaig of the Baraguyo draft aresolution/
document regarding their situation.

d) Ensurcihatthe Kenyan Pastoralist Forum, hunter-/gatherer
organisations and other indigenows NGOs and CBOs in
Kenya jointly lobby and strategise for the forthcoming
Constitutional reforms. I'WGTA could be asked 1o [aahtate
such a process. Arrange for workshops and awareness-raising
campaigns in order to draw up a strategy for involving the
this process and therefone kit oun of the movement so far.

e) Reguest the Norwegian and Swedish governments to clarify
their position on the Epupa dam project in Himba territory
which will imply the relocation of the Namibian Himba.

) Requestihe ILO and the Evropean Union o monivor activi-
ties related 1o any kind of foregn investment in the same
location.

g) Request the main donors involved in Rwanda, Burundi,
D R, Congo, Cameroon and Uganda to review their devel-
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Abstract

he Oponi regron, compiming

404 sqquare miles in the Niger

River Delta of Nigoria, is
home to 500,000 Ogonks who depend
upon agriculture and fishing for their
livelihood. Subsurface petroleum de-
posits were discovered by Shell Ciil in
1958, Since that dang there have boen
steadily increasing pollution prob-
lems stemming fromspillnge [rom Shells operation. In addition
to the pollution of farmiands and waterwavs there has been
extensive gas flaring, resulting in severe air pollution.

While the Ogoni have protested about the pollution for
many years, mailers reached a head with a peaceful demonstrs-
nion in 1993 of owver 300,000 Opgoms. Following ihin demoniins-
tice, e Nigenan govermiment began a reygn of terror in Ogoni,
which included namerous raids resultmg in the desths of over
2000 unarmed civilians and the razing of 37 villages. The reign
of terror was designed to send & message to any other minority
group in Nigeria that might attempt to assert its rights.

Ogoni has been occupied by the Nigenan military since
1993 Following a riot in 1994, 36 Ogoni men were arrested and
charged with murder, Nine were hanged following a fruudulent
proceeding that wal condemnaed internationally. Fallowing the
hangings, mosl couniries withdrow their ambassacdors from
Nigeria, Various sanctions were imposed, but no nation refused
o import Migerin's oil, A bill was introduced in the 1S Senate
that would have banned il imports [rom Nigena, but received
little support, Nearly half of Nigeria's oil exports go 1o the
United 5taies, However, the Undied States impiis anly abaout
3 1o 4 percent of its odl from Nigena

Frowm 1993 wmitil hie sudden death m June 1998, General 5.
Abacha ruled Nigeria by decree. Upnon Abacha’s death the
dictatorship was assumed by Crenéral Abdubsalami Abobakar.
Elections were held im February™Earch 1999, with a transfer of
power on the 26th of May 1999, The diciatorship s totally
dependent financially wpon the production of western multina-
tonal oil companies (Shell, Mobil, Chevron, Agip, and ELf-
Aquitamne ) for its revenues. Under the dictatorship of Abacha,
freedom of the prass was eliminatcd and thousands of people
were imprisoned for political reasons. Under Abubakar there
appears tobe avery gradual return o more demoeratic freedoms;
however there are still political prisoners. Ogom remains the
only area in Nigerin under mililary occupation although in
Sepiember 1998 the military stopped patrolling the roads io
Oponi asintensively. Under Abubakar, the 30 Ogonis who had
remained imprisoned since 1994 on false murder charpes have
been released on bail

Envirommental pollution remains an exireme problem in
Dgoni with skin discases. resparatory problems and imcreased
death rates associsted with the poliution. While Shell has
ostensibly temporarily ceased opemtions in Ogoni since 1993,
the Nigerian government continues operating twoof Nigeria's
four oil refineries in Ogoni.  Nigena's only petrochemical
byproducts production plant is slso in Ogoni. Shell has vet to




clean up the enormous amount of spillage in Qgoni OF Lo pay
reparations and compensation to farmers whose land wias de
stroved or taken

The Ogoni situation: background
Clgomni is in Nigeria, on the west coast of Afnca. Ogoni cCoupies
an nrea in the north-east plain werraces of the Niger Dela, in
Rivers State. The Opome hived bere long before the Britlsh
came 1o Nigeria, The Ogom people are mostly farmers and
fishermen

Before Shell Ol came to Ogoni in 1958, the Ogoni peopls
had e ul streams rom wioch they could dnnk water and the
land was bertile. Historically. Ooni was the food basket of the
Rivers peoples. Onl was discove red in Oeoni in 1958 when Shell
came 1o Dgoni to start drilling. Shortly therealier the Ogoni

siaried noticing th

Ercul fural prosguchion and Inkhing catches
siariad rodetenorate. A senes of complanis were made to Shell
and 1o the authonnies: however Lhere was no regponee

Why wasthis stuanonsocntical ? Because Ogond isonly 404
sijuare miles in swae, with halt a malhon people. With a popala
e demnstty of over 1 200 people per square mile, Chgon has the
tnghest population in Adrica for o rural agriculiural settimg. 1
average Migenan population deasily in rural aress 5 aboul
throe hundred persons per square mile. Because of the uniguely
high population density i Ogoni Lhéte 18 6 greal pressure and
dependency on the land and on the lishing grounds

As Shell increased s operations over the vears, with in
creases i oll spillage, the environmental pollution prolems
[or the Ogont imtensified. In 1990 the Cgoni people had a senes
of mestings trom which came cne af the maost lstone docamenis
o come out of Africa, called The Cgond 15900 of Rights. Thirty
Dgoni men signed the Bill of Rights nnd submitied the Bill of
Rigfl[s o the Federal Government of I"'ql.l.'rll.|

The cardinal point in the Bill of Rights wias o denunciation
of the epvironmental devasiaiion of the land. 1f also denounced
the economic i r:'|.'l:_'|.|i:1';|- wt and the social denigration of the
Do people. The Federal Government of Nigena ignored the
Dgom Bill of Rights

In Jlapmary of 193 three hundved thousand Cgonl people
protested the excessive pollution in Chgoni, at the same time
marking the International Year of Indigenous People. The
protest was iotally peacefil There was no violence, nol one
stioné was thrown, The protest [ocussed on Shell Oxl { Royal
Dtk S =.~'i_-r|'-,';"'_ the mciitinatlaonal ol o mpany

Shorily alter ths peacciul prolesl, new Lll'-lhl'rl'.'\-!‘-l: R Thi
Migeman malibary sent trodspes into Ceont. Shell Ol g3 thiy have
admutted, sponsoned some of these federal troops. The troops
were sent (o clamp down on Dgomi so that there would be no
MORE prifests (e rthe nexi two vears over oo | housand Oponi
people were killed by the federal iroops. Aboui one hbundred
thousamd Ceoni people became internally displaced. Thirmy-
SEVER I_J_E-_lm wil Bgcs wele sacked - destroved COFMPREIELY -
1M nnil.r_||'|'|1|1|1|"|h:'n|,r |h1:iJu:q1:|'-n:['-h we i, essenbidlly, were
IJ'.'.'I'I'i.lL'IﬂLIF.F the government, -|'-h||'i|: that the environmental
damage be cleaned up, and that there be an end 1o a pervasive
cormuption that surrounded the entire ol operation. This s the

| NIGERIA ™

e

CARERDON

a7



segquence of evoents, in general, which led 1o a crisis condition,
with full time military occupation, existing in Ogom. Althe end
of September 1998, the military reduced its road patrols mark-
edly in Ogoni. however they remain there as a lorce quariered
in barracks.

O Seprember 15th 1993 the MNigerian military, under the
direction of General 5ani Abacha, without any provocation
whatsoever, aftscked ten Ogond villages. Seven hundred and fifty
people were killed and thirty thousand people were left home-
less. Some of thiswas documented on video tape. Most notably it
can be seen in a video, “The Drilling Fields™ by Glenn Ellis'.

During five years of intense military occupation in Chgoni,
the situation remained bleak. The Ogoni people were not ahle
to move around freely in order to trade, as is necessary. There
have been instances of people being shot by the military be-
cause they did not pay a road toll of 25 cents

The Abacha spproach to the Ogoni was widely seen as a
genocidal ethnic cleansing approach designed to ternily other
groups who might think of stending up for theirenvironmenial
rights and their human rights®. Abachs and the military junis,
imeooperation with Shell Oil, were particularly concerned with
other groups in the odl-rich Niger Dela

Al of this led 1o the events of November 10, 1995, when Ken
Saro-Wiwa, the [oremost Ogonileader, and eight others, | Baribor
Bera, Saturday Dobes, Nardu Eawo, Dansel Gbokoo, Bannem
Kichel, John Kpuinen, Paul Levura, and Felix Nusie) were
judicially murdered, hanged. by the Nigerian military. Shell
il shared in the Mame for these hangngs.”

When Shell (il came 10 Ogont in 1955 the oil company
promised 1o domany things for the Ogonis: they promised (o pay
royalties forthe land, they promised to drill for ol in smodern and
environmentally sound manner. All of these promises have becn
gnored. What you saw, instead, was an operation that was totally
substandard from an environmental point of view. A gréements to
pay rovalties at a fair rate of were also
Whenthe mmmmmmﬂwww
the way oil s drilled for in the western world you see that there s
a clear double standard. This environmental situstion exists not
only in the Ogoni region but in the entire Niger Delta.

Apcording 1o Shell Oil's oen statements, the oil that Shell
Oil gets from Nigera represents 14% of Shell's worldwide
production. The oil spillage in Nigeria represents 40% ol Shell
Oil’s total worldwide pollution - on average, about three imes
as much pollution 55 st Shell’s operations outside Nigena.
There have been thousands of spills in the Ogoni region and
none of them have been cleaned up.

For example, take the situation of one aspect of petroleum
production, gas flaring, in which the gaseous byproduct of oil
extraction is openly borned on site in Ogoni. If you look 2t a
stedy by the Word Bank, published in 1995, itststes clearly that
T6% of the natural gas byproduct is being flared in the opera-
tions in the Niger Delta, as opposed 1o 0L6% in America and
4.3% in the United Kingdom. Inotherwords, from twenty o one
hundred times as much natural gas is being flared in the Niger
Dielta operation as is flared in similar operations in the West.
Twelve million tons of gas i being flared on 2 yearly basis,

resulting in a significant contribution to global warming. Gas
flaring is ancther example of the environmental double stand-
ards that are practised in the Ogoni region. and the Niger Delta.

¥ater sampling shows that the water pollution situation has
become extreme. A study carried out by Project Underground
in 1996 showed a level of 18 parts per million of petroleum
product in some Ogoni watcr courscs. This is 360 times as high
as the standard set by the Euwropean Community guidelines.
These water pollution tests were performed three years alter
Shell Ol stared that they had left Ogoni. In fact, three of the four
oil refineries operating in Nigeria today are in the Niger Delta,
with twa of the four at Eleme in Ogoni.

In addition to the refinenes, there s also the only petro-
chemical processing plant in Nigeria, also located in Eleme.
These huge reflineries, operated by the Nigerian government
o1l company, and the petrochemical processing plant, ane enar-
mous sources of ongoing pollution of the environment. The
refineries handle petroleum from all ol companies in Nigeria.
The environmenial impact on Ogoni has been very extensive.
Crop yiclds and fishing catches are down markedly. Wildlife has
become nonexistent. In some cases entire [arms have been
destroyed without compensation paid. All you see around
Ogoni is death. More Ogonis die than are being born, according
1o an unpublished study carried out inselected villages by some
Ogoni physicians. They concluded that petrochemical pollu-
tion was the major [actor in these siatistics.

Twenty percent of Nigerian children die before the age of
five, according 1o World Health Organization data. According to
a World Bank study of 1996, over 80% of Nigerians are living
m poverty. This is a dramatic incréase in the poverty level,
which was ut 42% when Abacha took over in 1993, The
average per capita income in Nigeria has fallen radically to
a current figure of $300 per year. This is less than 25% of per
capita income |8 years ago, adjusted for inflation, according
to World Bank Data.

Shell Oil has supported the military regimes in Nigeria,
imcluding Abacha, Without oil, the military would not be in
power. Inthe situation with the Ken Saro-Wiwa sham trial, Shell
Ol was involved. Shell had a lawyer there to witness the tnial
and monitored everything that was going on. There was an
alliance between Shell Oil and the Nigerian military, Basically,
Shell 06l used the Nigerian military Lo do the diny work,

There are documents that show thet Shell directed the
Migerian military to enter Ogoni on o number ol oocasions,
Shell has sdmitied that they Bought wen pons for the Nigerian
military, whereas initially they had denied involvement in such
Borivities.

The international response

While international concern for Ogoni was almost non-existent
prior iothe judicial murder of Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other
Ogoni men, alter the hangings governments all around the
world condemned the acts and remaoved their ambassadars from
Nigeria. But following these moves foreign governments did
not do the things that many Ogonis expected them to do. Ogoniy
hoped that foreign governments would place an oil embargo on
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Migenan oil that would ultimately force the military to leave the
Ogoni region and cease the military occupation. There was also
hope that an oil embargo would force the Nigerian government
o step down, since under a democratic governmani the sort of
things that were seen in Ogoni would not happen, The people
in Ogoni in the Miger Delta. and in fact in all of Nigeria,
preferred tosee a democratic form of government in place. The
people are quite aware that the oil companies, including Shell,
Mobil. Chevron, Agip, and EIf- Aquitaine, make more money
whenthere 15 a military government in place. The multinational
oil companies therefore prefer the military government tostay
in power. There is a direct profit motive.

Shortly after the November 1995, hangings a bill was intro-
ducedin the United States Senate. called the Nigerian Democ-
racy Act (51419). The Senate bill was quite strong and was
welcomed by the Nigerian people. It would have placed an oil
embargoon Migerian oil coming into the United States, with the
goal of forcing the Nigerian military tostep down, The bill died
adeath, however, because there were nol enough sponsorsin the
Senate. The Migerian governmeni, which spends considerable
sums lobbying in Washington and advertizes in the natwonal
newspapers inthe United States. lobbied heavily to kill the bill.
The oil compamies also lobbied heavily to kill the bill, and to
thereby make certsin that the military stayed in power.

About45% of all ol exported from Nigeria comes to the Linited
States. "Yel this oil represents only about 3.5% of American odl
comsumption. The impact on [he price of Amencan gascline ol an
Amencan embargo on Nigeran ol imporis 18 generilly calou-
lated to be less than five cents per gallon of gasoline at the pump,
if indeed there would be any price rise at all

After the Senate bill died, a bill was introduced in the US
House of Representatives that would ban the sale of military
hardware to Nigeria, but the House bill lacked any reference to
an oil embargo. The concern in Nigeria was that without the oil
embargo the military government would not leave, This is
related 1o the fact that over W% of the Nigenan government’s
foreign exchange comes from oil. Itis this revenue which keeps
the military dictatorship in power. There was a general fecling
that with an American oil embargo the military governmeni
wiald havve been out within three months. Part of this expecti-
bon was based on national events surrounding an oil workers
strike that had occurred in 1994,

The strong feeling was that with the military government
out. all the events related to the suppression of human rights
throughout Nigeria in general, and most seriously in Ogoni,
would not be happening - that with democracy restored there
would be a restoration of human nghts and a return to a much
healthier physical environment in the Ogoni region.

From November 1993 (o June [ 998, Nigena was essentially
ruled by one man. General Sani Abacha, who deed suddenty and
was replaced by another military person. General Abdulsalami
Abubakar. Following the 1995 hangings virtually all European
countries condemned the Abacha regime., as did the United
States and a number of other countries around the world. The
vierbal and paper condemnations were nol, however, Icolmpa-
nied by acthions thai would have forced the Abacha regime from

&0

power. Uinder Abacha, many Nigerians continged (o die every
day a5 a result of povernmeni actions and policies.

Under the new Abubakar regime political parties will be
allowed 1o form, if they meet certain standards that have been
developed by a povernment councl created by Abubakar. Itis
not at all clear what, if any. gmidanoe s being sought from the
Migerian constitution

The responsibility of the American consumer

The American consumer should be sware that whenever they
purchase Shell products they are basically buying blood oil. 1T
consumers do not want the blood of innocent people 10 be on
their hands they should nol buy Shell products

The Nobel laureate in literature, Nadine Gordimer, has
written: “fa buy Nigeria's oif under the conditions thar prevail
is to iy ofl in exchange for biood - other people’s Mood. The
exaction of the death penairy on Nigerimns ™. Another Nobel
laureate in literature, Wole Soyinka, was forced to flee for his
life from Nigeria for being an outspoken critic of the Abacha
regime. Conditions must change so that Migenan people can
return to their country when they wish 1o doso.

The Sierra Club has urged a boycott of Shell. Project Under-
ground, an organizationin Berkeley, California, that focuses on
the problems often arising from ail and mineral extraction, has
organized protests that have focussed on Shell. A number of
ofganizations, including, Greenpeace, Ramforest Action Nel-
work, World Council of Churches’, Service Employees Interna-
tional Union, Siudent Environmenial Action Coalition,
TransAfrca, and a number of other groups are all supporting a
boycott of Shell Oil. Amnesty International and Human Rights
Watch have condemned the human rights situation in Nigeria
in general, with particular emphasis on Ogoni,

If consumersshow Shell Ol that what they have done in Ogoni
is not pcoeptable, at least that would send o signal to other oil
companies drilling in Nigeria, or who are planning (o go there Lo
drill. A consumer boyeott would also send a signal to oil compa-
nies about how they conduct operations in other purts of the world.

A need for advocacy

In 1994, 36 Ogoni men were arrested and imprisoned following
a riol in which four Ogoni chiefs were bludgeoned to death.
After usham trial that was universally condemned, nine inno-
cent men were hunged on November 10th 1995, One af those
hanged, Ken Saro-Wiwa, who was clearly the main target of a
governmient operation, wrote of the rlot that he “suspect|ed| that
the Nigerian security agencies had o hand® in the killings. With
the exception of this riot, the origin of which is highly suspect,
all Ogoni activitles have been nonviolent,

21 of the men mrrested in 195940 continued tobe held afierthe
sham without being formally charged with any crime. Nigerian
prison conditions, some of which are discussed in Saro-Wiwa's
“A Month and & Day. A Detention Diary™, are frighteningly
horrible. The conditions under which the Ogoni 20 were held
amounted toongoing torture, all being held inone small cell and
foreed to draw drinking water from a pitinto which bodies were
sometimes thrown, with o total lack of any medical attention,



and toriure - sometimes extremely severe, One of the Dgoni
priscners died, another went Mnd.

In May 1998, the 20 men still beld were ordered 1o be freed
on ball by & Nigerian court® Eventually, in Seplember 1998,
these men were released on bail, We believe that without the
amounl ol intermational eflort thatwas focussed on the Ogoni 20
they would not have been released. All the Ogoni 20still fnce
the prospect of a kangaroocourt, a military tribunal, such as that
which convicted ond executed nine Ogoni men for o erlme they
did not commit, World attention continues Lo be necessary. in
order o provent furtheér grave mjustces from occurring,

Admerici occupies a unique position in the warld commu-
nity, and a very special role as the largest importer of Nigerian
oil. Because of the role that elected officials play in interna
tonal policy, the act of calling or writing to their elected
oificials, thewr congresspersons and president on the pan of
Amencan olrens & regarded asan imporiant helpin rectifving
whal remaim a difficult situstion for Nige ria as.a whobke, bui most
intemsely for the Ogom people, whom the Nigerian government
coniinwes tohold up o the rest of Nigernis 55 an example of whal
will happen to any group that dares to assert its rights

Conclusion

There is & general consensus that without the suppart ol the
miultinational oil companies the Nigerian dictarorships would
have ended long ago. A succession of dictilonal governmenis
have financed themselves solely on oil revenues, The Western
il multinatonaks have continued (o serve the Nigerian dicta-
teralips in spate of buman nghts vielations and environmenial
standards thar would not be tolerated for one day inany of the
countries where these multinatonal oil companies have their
corporate headquarters. It is the application of a brutal and
infiurmane double standard.

With the dearh of Abacha in June 1998, and the assumption
of power by Abubakar, there has been some hope that the
situation will improve. There are signs of improvement, and
presidéntial elections have been heldin the first quarter of 1999
A transfer of presidential power has taken place on May 29th

1999, Military occupation continues in the Ogoni region, asdo
exira-jodicial government-spomsored killings

The failure of Shell Ohl to engage in any sgnificani clean up
ol it ol spills leaves the Opom agrcultural and fishing liveli-
hoods in great peril, The pollution from the petrochemical
planis continues (o be deadly,

[ spite of the change of leadershipin the Nigerian military
dictatorship, life for the average Ogoni living in Ogoni remains,
(o howraw o phrase, nasty, brutish, and short.
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