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1. East Timor:
Why Should We Care?

By Torben Retball

E ast Timor was invaded by its neighbour Indonesia on 7 Decem-
ber 1975. Since then, at least 200,000 people, almost one-third of
the population, have died as a result of war, starvation and disease.
But Indonesia’s annexation of the former Portuguese colony has
never been recognised by the United Nations, and in East Timor it-
self there is still resistance to the Indonesian occupation.

Indonesia conducts its war with money and weapons from the
West. It receives political and diplomatic support from the West.
That is why the Western countries carry a direct and ongoing
responsibility for developments in East Timor.

This massacre violates every legal and moral standard that the
West claims to uphold. Over the years it has been condemned by
more than ten UN resolutions, including two from the Security
Council. Nevertheless it is not well known to the public. Many
people have never heard about it and do not even know where East
Timor is. This book presents major aspects of the conflict and eval-
uates the situation after more than twenty years of occupation.

The invasion of December 1975 took place during the cold war
between the capitalist West and the socialist East. Earlier that same
year, the United States had been forced to withdraw from Vietnam,
Laos and Cambodia. In this situation it was important for the U.S.
to hang on to the allies that it had in that part of the world. If the
anti-communist regime of Indonesia wanted to annex East Timor,
the West was not going to stand in its way, particularly since the



West did not have any major economic interests in this territory. The
situation was totally different from Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in
August 1990.

Now the cold war is over and the Soviet threat, which for many
years was used to justify virtually every injustice in the West, no
longer exists. Now we are living in the “New World Order” which
U.S. President George Bush proclaimed during the Gulf war in
1991. A world in which international law is taken seriously and
human rights are being respected. At least in the official version.

In some places there have indeed been great changes which were
quite unthinkable during the cold war. Here are a few examples:

* In Poland, Lech Walesa, leader of the trade union movement Soli-
darity, was for a long time kept under house arrest. He was later
to become president of the new Poland.

* In South Africa, Nelson Mandela, leader of the ANC resistance
movement, was kept in prison for many years. He has since beco-
me president of the new South Africa.

* In the Middle East, Yassir Arafat, leader of the liberation move-
ment the PLO, was for many years branded a terrorist. He then
became president of the Palestinian autonomous government in
Gaza and in part of the Israeli-occupied West Bank.

In other places, however, the situation is exactly the same as before.

Indonesia is a case in point: General Suharto is still the president in

Jakarta. His military regime continues its illegal occupation of East

Timor, even though the cold war is long gone. Any opposition and

protest is violently crushed, as much today as it was yesterday.

Xanana Gusmao, leader of CNRM, the East Timorese resistance
movement, is still in prison, having been captured by Indonesian for-
ces in November 1992. In May 1993, he was sentenced to life impri-
sonment following a trial described as a farce by Amnesty Internati-
onal and other independent observers. Three months later, President
Suharto intervened and reduced the sentence to twenty years.

In East Timor, they are still waiting for peace and justice.
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Part One

BACKGROUND
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2. Indonesia:
History and Society

By Peter Carey

" We were born in fire. We were not born in the rays of the moon
like other nations. There are nations whose independence was
presented to them. There are other nations who, without any
effort on their part, were given independence by the imperialists
as a present. Not us, we fought for our independence at the cost
of great sacrifice. We gained our independence through a tremen-
dous struggle which has no comparison in this world.”

— Sukarno, Radio Address, December 1962,

on the eve of his ‘konfrontasi’ with Malaysia

Sukarno’s radio address to the Indonesian people on the eve of his
country’s ill-fated ‘Confrontation’ with Malaysia (1963-66) epi-
tomises the Indonesian conception of their struggle for independen-
ce as a period of self-sacrificing effort which had set them apart
from neighbouring states that had achieved their independence by
constitutional means. It also underscores the violence and turbu-
lence which has been the hallmark of Indonesia’s post-indepen-
dence history.

Many more Indonesians died at the hands of their fellow Indo-
nesians than were killed in the guerrilla struggle against the Dutch
(1945-49), an outcome of the deep cleavages in modern Indonesian
society, cleavages which encompassed ethnicity, religion and class.
These aliran (literally ‘streams’) and the incipient civil wars to



Dili, November 1996. Photo by Matthew Jardine

which they gave rise continued to plague Indonesia even after the
formal transfer of sovereignty to the infant Republic in December
1949.

In quick succession the Jakarta government was forced to con-
front the secessionist revolt in Ambon (1951), the Darul Islam
movements in West Java (1948-62) and South Sulawesi (1961-65),
which sought to establish an Islamic State (Negara Islam), the PRRI
(Revolutionary Government of the Indonesian Republic) and Per-
mesta ‘Universal Struggle Charter’ (Piagam Perjuangan Semesta
Alam) rebellions in West Sumatra (1958-61) and North Sulawesi
(1958-61), which were fuelled by strong disillusionment in the
Outer Islands with rule from Java, and the challenge from the left
represented by the rise of the Indonesian Communist Party (PKI,

15
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Partai Kommunis Indonesia) and its successful attempt to develop a
mass base in the early 1960s.

Even the boundaries of the Republic were in contention until the
successful resolution of the long-running West Irian (Western New
Guinea) dispute with Holland in 1962.

A deeply divided Society

Right through into the period of Suharto’s ‘New Order’ (1966 to the
present), Indonesia remained a deeply divided society, wreaked by
economic problems and fissured by tensions between left and right,
Communists and Muslims, army and civilians, and between the cen-
tral government in Java (where the majority of Indonesia’s 180 mil-
lion plus population resides) and the Outer Islands, where most of
the country’s foreign exchange is generated by cash crop and oil
production. These fissures and the passions to which they gave rise
go far to explain the savagery and violence of Indonesia’s post-war
history.

When one surveys the thirty years between the declaration of
independence in August 1945 and the Indonesian invasion of the
former Portuguese territory of East Timor in December 1975, five
themes stand out:

The colonial Legacy
The first was the lasting legacy of the Dutch colonial (1816-1942)
and Japanese occupation (1942-45) periods when Indonesia was
governed in all but name as a police state, with an increasingly cen-
tralised and powerful executive (in the Dutch case the Binnen-
landsch Bestuur, internal administration, answerable to the Gover-
nor-General; in the Japanese case the military administration of the
Imperial Army, in Java and Sumatra, and Imperial Navy, in the
Eastern archipelago).

Linked to this was the second theme of the lack of any Western
sense of democracy and respect for individual freedoms and human
rights, the demands of family and society being seen as taking pre-
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cedence over the private individual (tellingly there is no word for
‘private’ in either Javanese or Indonesian).

This was later to provide sanction for Sukarno’s ending of Indo-
nesia’s short (1950-57) and unhappy experience with political plura-
lism and parliamentary democracy (the ‘tyranny’ of the 50 plus 1’
majority as Sukarno put it), and a return to the Japanese-inspired
1945 constitution with its provision for a strong executive presiden-
cy and a People’s Consultative Assembly (Dewan Perwakilan Raky-
at) in which the majority of delegates were either presidential appo-
intees, or the representatives of special community and institutional
interests, the Indonesian Armed Forces (ABRI, Angkatan Bersenja-
ta Indonesia) being the most ubiquitous.

This post-1958 period of ‘Guided Democracy’ (Demokrasi Ter-
pimpin), which witnessed the banning of most of the political par-
ties, prepared the ground for the Army-dominated post-1966 ‘New
Order’ regime once the threat from the Communist Party (PKI) had
been drowned in blood with the massacres of PKI adherents (1966-
69).

The privileged Role of the Army
A third theme was the privileged role of the Indonesian army in
politics, an army which owed much to the example of Japanese
militarism of the 1930s and early 1940s, and which saw itself as the
midwife of Indonesian Independence in the 1945-49 ‘Revolution’
against the Dutch. Indeed, right from the very inception of the Indo-
nesian state in the late 1940s, a clear rift was evident between the
army and the civilian politicians (especially the quintessentially
Javanese Commander-in-Chief, General Sudirman, and Sukarno),
the former charging the latter with betraying the interests of the
negara (state) by prioritising diplomasi (diplomacy and political
negotiations with the Dutch) over the demands of perjuangan
(armed struggle).

This suspicion of the civilian leaders was reinforced in the post-
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Revolution era by the inability of the weak parliamentary govern-
ments of the 1950s to cope with the challenges posed by provincial
Muslim extremism (Darul Islam) and by secessionist (Ambon) and
federalist (West Sumatra, North Sulawesi) movements in the Outer
Islands. The fact that it was the newly unified post-1957 army which
faced down these challenges to national integrity during the era of
martial law (1957-61), and ensured the successful conclusion of the
West Irian campaign, gave the Indonesian military an even stronger
sense of its own identity as a guardian of the national interest.

This was further reinforced by the enhanced economic role of the
army in the management of state enterprises after the nationalisati-
on of Dutch assets in 1958, and by General Nasution’s November
1958 enunciation of the dwifungsi (dual function) doctrine whereby
the army was seen as having a legitimate claim to a dual role as a
professional fighting force and as administrators with special poli-
tical responsibilities in the governance of the state.

The post-1966 New Order regime of General Suharto has seen
the further institutionalisation of this role with upwards of 60 per
cent of all senior cabinet posts and appointments in the bureaucracy
and diplomatic corps going to retired army officers, a trend which
has only begun to be reversed in the last decade as Suharto has
sought to reduce ABRI’s executive role in the interests of his increa-
singly family and technocrat oriented regime.

The Integrity of the State

A fourth interrelated theme is that of the struggle to maintain the
integrity of the state in the face not only of provincial and religious
challenges to Jakarta’s central authority, but also the intervention —
real and imagined — of outside powers.

The memory of the Dutch attempts to encircle the infant Republic
by a series of Dutch-controlled mini-states in the Outer Islands
during the 1945-49 war still runs deep — witness the almost universal
popular acclaim at Suharto’s decision in March 1992 to remove Hol-
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land as the chair of the influential Inter-Governmental Group on In-
donesia (IGGI). This was a calculated political riposte to The
Hague’s attempt to link further governmental aid with improvement
of Indonesia’s human rights record in the aftermath of the 12 No-
vember 1991 Santa Cruz massacre in East Timor in which 271 Timo-
rese are thought to have perished and a further 380 gone missing.

The collusion of the American Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
under the direction of U.S. Secretary of State, John Foster Dulles,
with the PRRI rebels in West Sumatra in February-May 1958, also
hardened attitudes towards Washington, despite the numerous links
which bound the Indonesian and U.S. militaries in terms of training
programmes and the provision of military equipment.

[t is striking in this respect that, unlike some of its neighbours
(e.g. the Philippines and Thailand), Indonesia has always refused to
host American bases on its soil, a decision which goes back to
Prime Minister (later Vice-President) Mohammad Hatta’s declarati-
on of Indonesia’s ‘free and active’ (bebas dan aktif) foreign policy
in 1948, and Jakarta’s hosting of the founding meeting of the Non-
Aligned Conference in Bandung in April 1955.

Friend of the United States
It is true that following the 1965 coup, and the destruction of the
Indonesian Communist Party, Indonesian-U.S. relations have steadi-
ly improved, particularly in the military sphere (CIA involvement in
supplying updated lists of PKI adherents to the Indonesian army in
1965-66 to facilitate their nationwide purges has recently been con-
firmed). However, there are still limits to Indonesian tolerance of
U.S. pressure as can be seen from Suharto’s emotional response to
President Clinton’s discussion of the East Timor issue at the time of
the G-7 summit meeting in Tokyo in July 1993, and the more recent
moves by Congress to withdraw Indonesia’s MFN (most favoured
nation) status in the light of its labour practices.

One unfortunate consequence of this struggle against outside
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interference, especially as this relates to the often strained relation-
ship between centre and periphery, has been the reluctance of both
post-independence Indonesian regimes (Sukarno’s Old Order, 1958-
65, and Suharto’s New Order, 1966-present) to countenance any
substantive moves towards the development of a more federal struc-
ture for the unitary Republic, a structure which might be a better
reflection of the needs and aspirations of Indonesia’s 13,000 island
archipelago, and its over 300 different ethnic groups.

Looking back, one can see that an important chance was missed in
the early to mid-1950s to forge such a federal constitution following
the repudiation of the Dutch-influenced USI (United States of Indo-
nesia) (1949-51). The decision to cleave to an ever more centralised
governmental structure, with Jakarta as the pivot of the country’s
economic and political life, has undoubtedly stored up considerable
problems for the archipelagic nation in the 21st century.

Right and Left
The fifth and final theme is that of the almost Manichean nature of
Indonesian politics in the Independence era with little compromise
seemingly possible between the forces of the right (exemplified by
the Indonesian military) and the left (represented, up to 1965-66, by
the PKI). Even after the end of the Cold War in the late 1980s,
Communism is still regarded as a major threat to the integrity of the
Indonesian state, a threat all the more insidious because it is now
largely hidden in the interstices of regional and factional politics.

This threat is now often invoked, for example, by the regime to
justify its actions not only against non-Communist domestic critics
of the regime but also against Outer Island revolts in West Irian
(Trian Jaya) and Aceh, and the independence movement in East
Timor. Indeed, the last has been the victim of nearly all the atavisms
in post-Independence Indonesia:

The fear of Communism; concern about the long-term integrity
of the Republic; military pride and self-interest (large sums of mo-
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ney have been gained by the military having control of trade and
cash crop production since 1975 in East Timor); Javanese cultural
and racial arrogance; the imperious demands of nationalism and the
insidious methods of a latter-day police state (a state, which despite
the glaring differences in ideology, has much in common with the
now defunct regimes of Eastern Europe).

The resolution of the East Timor issue, a resolution which is crea-
ting considerable domestic tensions between proponents of diplo-
masi (Foreign Minister Ali Alatas and some of Suharto’s civilian
ministers) and the military protagonists of perjuangan, will tell us
much about the likely shape and character of the Republic in the 21st
century. With the President now in his sixth five-year term (1993-98)
—he will be 77 in 1998 — and an Indonesian military increasingly
resentful of the steady erosion of its political power, the omens are
not good either for a peaceful succession or for a brighter future for
the oppressed peoples of the Republic’s periphery.

21
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The 1997 Elections in Indonesia

Source: Kyle Perkins, “The ‘Festival of Democracy’:
Elections, Suharto-Style,” East Timor Estafeta,
Spring 1997; reprinted by permission.

What the Suharto regime promoted as a “festival of democra-
c¢y” turned out to be a carnival of repression. On 29 May
[1997] the sixth general election since General Suharto seiz-
ed power in 1965 took place after weeks of violence. The
official death toll in pre-election violence is over 250.

The New York Times informed its readers that Suharto has
“has voiced worries about the violence. ‘4 complex society
can be vulnerable to unrest if not handled carefully, he said
in December [1996].”

But in March [1997], Suharto said that anyone who tried
to defeat him unconstitutionally would be “clubbered.” The
armed forces commander-in-chief announced that during the
campaign period, troops would be ordered to “shoot on sight
anyone who “violates the law.” Despite these directs threats,
the regime now insists that the majority of those killed died
in “traffic accidents.”

In occupied East Timor, where conducting Indonesian ele-
ctions violates international law, at least 17 died in fighting
between occupation troops and guerrillas. In the weeks that
followed, Indonesia arrested large numbers of East Timorese
civilians as collective punishment for the violence. They
shipped in 6,000 additional troops to the territory, and expel-
led and barred foreign journalists. At this writing [Spring
1997], the repression continues to escalate.

1996 Nobel Laureate Jos¢é Ramos-Horta said that attacks
on polling booths in the occupied territory show “the degree
of offense which the mock Indonesian elections, conducted in
a climate of coercion and manipulation,” give to the
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people there. “The fact that East Timorese are being forced to
vote for Foreign Minister Ali Alatas, who has no links what-
soever with the territory, is a _further major affront.” (Alatas
was put forth as the ruling GOLKAR party’s candidate from
East Timor.)

Is this Democracy?

Many in the United States also questioned the “festival.”
Senator Russell Feingold (Democrat from Wisconsin): “Acrtu-
ally, it does not seem accurate to call this event an election
since the polling was conducted amid worsening political
repression and human rights abuses by the Indonesian
Government. As in past elections, all candidates were pre-
screened and new political parties banned. Individuals who
posed even the slightest challenge to President Suharto's
power were not allowed to participate. We cannot mistake
this process for a real election. Rather, it was a pitiful exam-
ple of a brutal authoritarian Government attempting to
masquerade as a democracy.”

Indonesians voted to fill 400 seats in the country’s parlia-
ment, the DPR (the People’s Representative Assembly);
ABRI, the Indonesian armed forces appoints the other 100
members. Mohammad Hikom, a political scientist at the
Indonesian Academy of Sciences, commented that “up to
now, 30 years after it was created, there is not yet one bill
that has been proposed by the DPR itself. [It is] worse than a
rubber stamp as they don 't even have a stamp. They just fol-
low orders.”

The 500 elected and military-appointed DPR parliamenta-
rians make up half of the People’s Consultative Assembly
(MPR), along with 500 presidential appointees. This larger
body will engage in a lock-step re-election of Suharto in
March 1998. .

The government party, GOLKAR, announced in advance
they would gain at least 70 per cent of the vote. Given the
regime’s domination of the electoral process, they had reason

N
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to be confident: the two nominal opposition parties — the
Indonesian Democracy Party (PDI) and the United Develop-
ment Party (PPP) — are forbidden to operate below the distri-
ct level, and are thereby denied access to 40 per cent of the
voters, while GOLKAR dominates every administrative
level.

All six million civil servants and government employees
are required to join KORPI, a GOLKAR-controlled associati-
on; in turn, all must vote GOLKAR. As the authoritative
observers at the London-based Indonesian Human Rights
Campaign, TAPOL, point out, “the two other parties allowed
to contest the election are required to adhere to the state ide-
ology, Pancasila, and support the government’s program...
avoiding the international opprobrium that always confronts
a one-party-state, a system [created by Suharto in 1973] in
which the regime’s party would always win.”

Objectors repressed

Despite considerable risks, record numbers of Indonesians
protested the sham elections. Sri Bintang Pamungkas, an out-
spoken former Parliamentarian and leader of the newly-for-
med dissident party PUDI, was arrested in early March
[1997] and charged with subversion, a capital offense, after
advocating an election boycott. In Central Java, two students
received one-year sentences for distributing leaflets with con-
tained the phrase “protect the elections from cheating.”

Indonesian authorities arrested members of the pro-demo-
cracy PRD party (which, like PUDI, is not allowed to run
candidates), and forced others underground after PRD mem-
bers covered walls in eleven cities with the slogan “Without
Megawati, boycott the elections.” Last year [1996], the milit-
ary ousted Megawati Sukarnoputri, daughter of Suharto’s
predecessor Sukarno, from the leadership of the PDI in a
regime-manipulated party congress that left long-disenfran-
chised Megawati supporters enraged and led to the Jakarta
uprisings of late July 1996.
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Megawati stated that she wouldn’t be voting, which some of
her supporters saw as a veiled boycott endorsement. After her
forced ouster, Megawati enthusiasts deserted the PDI in dro-
ves, many marching behind the banners of the Muslim-led
PPP. The government decreed chanting “Megawati” illegal
and sent out thousands of riot troops into the streets of Jak-
arta, feeding the rage and frustration of Indonesians fed up
with the Suharto cleptocracy. Without Megawati, the PDI
received less than three per cent of the vote, down from aro-
und 15 percent in previous elections.

Mainstream U.S. news coverage of the resulting violence
stressed that Suharto’s New Order has “lifted” Indonesia
from poverty. But by defying blockades of riot police, angry
throngs of poor Indonesians expressed their disgust with the
Suharto family and their billionaire cronies, who have only
worked to lift themselves. One PPP float featured a dummy
hanging from a gallows with a sign saying “corrupter” dra-
ped around its neck.

In the wake of GOLKAR’s inevitable “landslide,” the
Independent Election Monitoring Committee [KIPP] pointed
to evidence of multiple voting by individuals, ballots from
unregistered voters and intimidation of election monitors.
The group’s findings are supported by the PPP, and are based
on reports from volunteers at hundreds of polling stations in
47 cities across Indonesia. As of this writing [Spring 1997],
massive protests in response to early election results, which
gave GOLKAR 74 per cent of the vote, are sweeping the
country.

The day after the vote, the U.S. State Department gave its
assessment: “The United States believe that parliamentary
elections are tightly controlled by the government of Indo-
nesia. The electoral system severely limits political competiti-
on; Indonesian citizens do not have the ability to change the-
ir government through democratic means.”

East Timorese people, of course, don’t even have their own
government.
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3. East Timor:
History and Society

By Elaine Briére

I arrived in Portuguese East Timor in April of 1974. My travelling
companion, Nicola, and [ stepped off a little four-seater plane into
an ancient world. Everything was so enchanting, the mountains, the
people, and the little villages with their spiky topped houses. A
world we had not imagined to find, but one that we nevertheless
immediately felt at home in.

It was Sunday... market day. Baucau’s central square was crowded
with pottery and weavings, betel nut and bananas, live chickens and
dried fish, pigs and goats and the excited chatter of a dozen deals
being made at once.

There were few hotels in East Timor then. One night soon after
arriving we were stranded on the beach below Baucau after sunset.
A young woman named Fatima took pity on us and took us home to
her village for the night. We ended up staying for two weeks. Hospi-
tality and generosity are prized Timorese values.

The house we stayed in was artfully constructed of split bamboo
and sat firmly on a stone base. It was surrounded by palm wine tre-
es just a stone’s throw from a beautiful white sand beach. Here the
men went fishing every evening before sunset with nets thrown over
their straight shoulders.

There was a creek running through the village. We liked to watch
the children catch fresh water prawns in the creek with their bare
hands. They put them in a bamboo container with a perfectly fitted
lid made out of another piece of bamboo. Afterwards they proudly
took them home to their mothers.



Timorese Village, 1974 Photo by Elaine Briere

Timeless Quality

The atmosphere of the village was very pleasant... very genteel. The
Timorese never seemed rushed or in a hurry. Life had a slow sensu-
ous rhythm, a kind of timeless quality.

People worked very amicably together in small groups. There
were a lot of cottage industries going on. Almost everything the
Timorese needed they made for themselves.

Artisanship is highly prized by the cultures of Timor. Timorese
women are world famous for their weaving. Timorese houses are a
major art form and a great deal of effort goes into making the home
a place of grace and beauty. Every clan and every tribe have their
distinct symbols and totem figures... the crocodile, the snake, the
horse. You can see these on the walls of the houses and in the weav-
ings and in the songs and dances of the Timorese.

27
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When I was there the population of Timor was about 700,000. Nine-
ty per cent of whom lived in small villages in the highlands. Before
the arrival of the Portuguese the Timorese were politically organised
into some 46 small independent kingdoms, all free and independent
of one another.

They traded sandalwood and other products with nations as far
away as China. Resistance to Portuguese rule was strong. In 1726
the Portuguese gave up trying to control the mountainous interior
(the Timorese simply burned their posts down) and withdrew to the
coastal plain. It was not until the turn of the 20th century that ano-
ther serious attempt was made to impose head taxes and forced
labour on the Timorese.

This caused widespread revolt. In 1912 a rebellion was led by
Dom Boaventura, the king of Same. To this day the Timorese
remember it as ‘the great rebellion.’

A Sense of Security and Self-esteem

Even after the establishment of an effective colonial presence in
Timor the impact of Portuguese rule on the subsistence economy of
Timor was relatively minor. The basic elements of Timorese society
remained firmly in place; kinship systems, a self-sustaining econo-
my, ideologies legitimising traditional rule and a culture based on
shared notions of reciprocity and exchange.

When I was in Timor in 1974 there was a lively indigenous econ-
omy. People were very mobile, always going somewhere with their
food sacks over their shoulders and their market goods balanced
gracefully on their heads.

Different villages specialised in different items, pottery, weaving,
bows and arrows, fishnets. Most people had food surpluses to trade
and to sell.

The mountain peoples of Timor are very different from the
coastal peoples... language, dress, styles of houses. Some of them,
like the Atoni, have inhabited the island for at least 2,000 years.
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I will never forget our first encounter with the Hill Tribes peoples.
We were walking across the mountains to get to the Indonesian bor-
der between East and West Timor. It was rare for foreigners to be in
the mountains. I felt like an intruder — that this was their place and
we did not have permission to be there.

I was a little afraid at first but we soon learned that there was no-
thing to fear. We just stood still and let them ook at us. When they
were satisfied that we meant no harm they sat on the ground and
opened their food sacks to give us something to eat.

One man gave me a beautiful carved spoon. We had to be careful
not to express our admiration for too many of their things because
they usually gave you whatever it was you admired. The Timorese
felt great pride and honour in giving.

East Timor left a deep and lasting impression on me. Beneath the
surface and simplicity of Timorese society lay a kind of functional
genius.

There were no homeless or unwanted people... no orphans... no
unemployed. Everyone belonged and everyone mattered. Children
had a wonderful sense of security and self-esteem. The village was
a safe and stimulating place to grow up.

When families suffered misfortune they were not left to fend on
their own. Crimes such as incest and child and wife abuse were vir-
tually unknown.

War and Resistance
Little did I realise at the time that the gentle Timorese would soon

be suffering one of the most severe attacks on any people in our
times. When | first heard about the Indonesian invasion I was
shocked and appalled but it was not until I became an activist for
Timor several years later that I learned the true extent of the suffe-
ring of the Timorese.

Since the Indonesian invasion of 7 December 1975, the human
rights community estimate that upward of 200,000 Timorese have
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been murdered... about one third of the entire population.

When resistance proved stronger than the Indonesians expected
they simply carpet-bombed the countryside with U.S. counter-insur-
gency aircraft and destroyed hundreds of the picturesque villages
that we saw when visiting Timor a year earlier.

Timorese survivors were forced into concentration camps where
many more were killed and starved before being re-settled in strate-
gic hamlets in the lowlands where many have since died of malaria
and malnutrition.

In spite of all this Timorese resistance to the occupation is still
strong. Armed resistance has continued since 1975. Though vastly
outnumbered, the courage and resourcefulness of the Timorese
guerrillas has become a symbol of courage in our age. Twenty to
forty thousand Indonesian military and police are stationed in East
Timor at all times since 1975 to hunt down the guerrillas and to
police the unarmed population.

Besides the armed resistance in the mountains there is passive
resistance at every level of Timorese society. The Timorese are orga-
nised in the villages, in the urban areas, in the concentration camps,
in the prisons, in the schools and even in the universities in Java.

Speculators

I remember a story told by a Timorese elder. He said that one day an
Australian came to their village wanting to buy the land all along
the white sand beach. He wanted to build a big hotel.

The old man explained at great length to the Australian that he
and his sons and their wives owned a lot of land. It went along the
beach for a very long way and included many gardens and rice
fields and that the village also owned many buffaloes and goats and
palm wine plantations and a great many other things.

The old man told the Australian that it would not be possible to
sell the land because they lived there and the land belonged to his
sons and their wives and many children besides.
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I remember feeling quite uneasy and worried when hearing this sto-
ry. As far as the village and the old man was concerned the matter
was settled. No land would be sold.

But I felt that the Australian would not give up on his hotel idea
that easily. That he would try to get the land some other way.

Last year I learned that an Indonesian consortium, the Wanandi
Group, is planning to build a 400-bed luxury hotel resort on this
very same beach.

One of the owners, Yusus Wanandi, is the director of the Indo-
nesian Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), archi-
tects of the Indonesian invasion. His brother, Marcus Wanandi, is a
Jesuit priest stationed in East Timor who supports Jakarta’s rule. He
recently denied allegations that up to 200 wounded Timorese were
murdered in a military hospital after the Dili massacre in November
1991. Both the Wanandi brothers have close ties to the regime, the
army and the Suharto family.

I often wonder what happened to the old man and his sons and
their wives and the children who caught fresh water prawns in the
creek just behind the village with their bare hands. If I try I can still
hear the men singing to the buffalo in the rice fields as they worked.
I can still hear the soft chatter of the women in the women’s house
during the afternoon siesta and the sweet sound that babies make
when they are nursing; beautiful and unforgettable sounds and ima-
ges that have enriched my life immeasurably.

I feel deep shame and sadness that we in the Western countries
are still destroying such beauty to keep our fatally flawed idea of
progress alive. An idea that is increasingly dependent on the exploi-
tation of the lands and resources of vulnerable cultures. An idea that
we still cling to, though after 400 years it has still failed to deliver
the promised leisure and abundance. The good life still eludes us.
And the destruction and plunder of yet another self-sustaining
society will bring us no closer to our goal.
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4. A Visit to East Timor

By Michael Emin Salla

We met on Wednesday, 12 January 1994, at the Hotel Dili, a
rundown hotel dating from the Portuguese colonial era, situated on
the beachside esplanade of Dili, the capital of East Timor. With a
hushed voice he told me he had a tape recording of the fighter who
had replaced Xanana Gusmao as the Supreme Commander of
FALINTIL, the guerrilla army locked in battle with the Indonesian
army in the mountains and jungles of East Timor. The new guerrilla
leader’s name was Konis Santana, and the person speaking was
‘José.

José had been a student leader and later worked for a year in the
information section of FALINTIL before being captured by the
Indonesian military. When we met three days earlier, he had con-
fided that he had been captured and released five times by Indone-
sian security forces and was occasionally ‘forced’ to collaborate
with them by informing on his student peers at the University of
East Timor in Dili and tourists such as myself.

I was ‘officially’ in East Timor on holiday, but was ‘unofficially’
researching any continuing resistance to ‘Indonesian integration’
the term used to describe the incorporation of East Timor as the
277th province of the Republic of Indonesia.

I refused to accept the tape José offered and instead passed on a
set of questions I wrote that morning in case a personal meeting
could not be arranged with Konis Santana. With furtive glances
around the hotel precincts José accepted the letter and quickly stuf-
fed it down his sock. The trap was sprung. Five plain clothes police
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officers soon descended on the scene and after a quick search of
José had revealed my incriminating letter and his tape, we were
taken in for questioning.

The waiting immigration official at the station and the lack of
attention given to José, made me suspect that he had once again
been ‘forced’ to act as an informer. | had some quick explaining to
do before being escorted to the airport and proceeding to the next
leg of my Indonesian ‘holiday.’

Under constant Surveillance

East Timor is a place recking with spies, informers and intelligence
personnel, as well as the pervasive presence of the military. One
soon learns that a general paranoia of being under constant surveil-
lance grips the indigenous population of East Timor. Many are too
frightened to talk to tourists since this attracts the attention of the
security forces. And, as | was repeatedly told, such attention invol-
ved close questioning by local officials.

If not satisfied by the answers given, this would be followed up
by a trip down to the police station or military base, often in the ear-
ly hours of the morning, for questioning by personnel not averse to
using various strategies for extracting the ‘truth’ from stubborn
interviewees.

East Timor was formally proclaimed Indonesia’s 27th province by
President Suharto on 17 July 1976. This was preceded by a ‘vote on
self-determination’ where representatives in the “People’s Assem-
bly,” a body comprising representatives ‘elected’ from parts of East
Timor under Indonesian military control — most of the country was
still under the control of Fretilin forces, the victorious party in the
civil war preceding Indonesia’s military invasion — had voted in
favour of integration with Indonesia.

Despite questions over the international legality of the ‘vote on
self-determination’ (Portugal is still recognised by the United Nati-
ons as the colonial administrative power in East Timor) Indonesia 33
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views any criticism of the integration or demands for political self-
determination as ‘subversive.’” Individuals charged with ‘subversive’
acts can be sentenced to terms ranging up to life imprisonment.

Indonesia is a unitary state, and provincial bodies, though com-
prising elected representatives, perform mainly administrative
functions and exercise no real political authority. Therefore despite
the nominal authority wielded by the Governor (currently Abilio
Soares, an indigenous East Timorese) and the Indonesian House of
Representatives (Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat) which comprises 500
members and includes East Timorese representatives, the real aut-
hority over the social, economic and political life of East Timor
rests with the President and the Indonesian military.

An independent East Timor

In all, I spent two weeks travelling in East Timor and met a variety
of individuals: students, the unemployed, farmers, labourers, tea-
chers, police, priests and shopkeepers. The political sentiments
expressed among the indigenous population ranged from an accep-
tance of integration by a few, to clear demands from the majority
for East Timorese self-determination. When I questioned the latter
further as to whether this meant they desired greater autonomy for
East Timor as a province in the Republic of Indonesia, the common
reply was that they wanted an independent East Timor with its own
President. The universal choice was Xanana Gusmao.

A disturbing theme emerging from these meetings was that of a
systematic campaign by the security forces to clamp down on the
first sign of individual or organised resistance to integration with
Indonesia. Though Article 28 of the Indonesian Constitution recog-
nises freedom of speech, association and assembly, these rights are
all qualified by statute. In practice, this means such rights can be
simply legislated away or left to the discretion of provincial or mili-
tary authorities.

Consequently, East Timorese can be dismissed from their jobs,
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moved to other provinces, have their scholarships cancelled, or
arrested and interrogated for displaying any form of dissent or resi-
stance to Indonesian authority. Such dissent or resistance can take
the form of verbally criticising government officials or the military,
speaking candidly with tourists, starting an organisation without
government approval, meeting in groups, participating in protests or
possessing ‘subversive’ literature.

In East Timor, as is the case with Indonesia proper, individuals
can be held for up to two years without trial under existing statute,
or simply held for 180 days pending trial. Interrogations are used
both as a means of information gathering and for general intimida-
tion. Indeed, one official confided that interrogations were a routine
occurrence in his area, and often involved physical beatings by po-
lice or military. One man graphically explained to me how he was
hung upside down and beaten by officers with batons while under
interrogation.

Interrogations can occur over a long period of detention and can
be accompanied by extreme physical abuse. Over a period of time,
such treatment may result in detainees confessing to ‘crimes’ which
are contrived by the security forces. This was exemplified by an
East Timorese asylum seeker who recently escaped to Darwin. He
claims to have been forced, while under interrogation, to sign ‘a
prepared statement containing allegations that Mario Carrascalao
[a former Governor of East Timor hated by the Indonesian military]
was an active supporter of Fretilin.’"

When [ visited Jakarta and questioned the Director of Public
Information in Indonesia, Mr Irawan Abidin, over the veracity of
some of the human rights abuses I had been told about, he portrayed
these as inflated exaggeration orchestrated by expatriate East Timo-
rese political groups. If abuses did occur they were individual aber-
rations by individual security personnel that would disappear as the
rule of law took firmer root in East Timor.

However, it was clear from my own conversations with indige-



36

nous East Timorese that such abuses were neither exaggerations nor
individual aberrations by security personnel, but were daily occur-
rences that were part of a deliberate and systematic campaign by the
security forces to repress all domestic dissent and organised resi-
stance to Indonesian authority.

A Bastion of Support and Protection

The Catholic church is the one organisation in East Timor that ope-
rates independently of military or government control. Neverthe-
less, priests and churchworkers can be detained, interrogated or bea-
ten by security personnel if they are too outspoken about political
and economic conditions in East Timor. Despite these risks to indi-
vidual church officials, the church remains a bastion of support and
protection for those who criticise the security forces or openly raise
political issues.

Priests often enter military compounds or prisons to visit their
parishioners, and can negotiate their release. ‘Even here we have
our limits, one priest revealed, ‘if someone is openly critical of the
regime, we can do nothing but refer his case to the Red Cross.” He
added that one recent improvement, evidently a result of the interna-
tional pressure generated from the Santa Cruz massacre, is that ‘the
killings and rapes have stopped, but the security forces still regu-
larly intimidate, harass, detain, and beat East Timorese civilians.

Despite eighteen years of Indonesian integration, and visible sign
of economic development in terms of well-stocked market places,
thriving commerce, abundant livestock, paved roads, schools and
hospitals, there is clear evidence of a well-supported independence
movement. For instance, one missionary who personally believed
that integration with Indonesia was a ‘reality’ that would not chan-
ge, and that the ‘dream’ of an independent East Timor was sheer
foolishness, reluctantly admitted that ‘the young were becoming
more radical and active.’ Nevertheless, he felt duty bound to protect
and help them even if he disagreed with the utility of their struggle.
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Other public officials I spoke to attested to the fact that the guerril-
las still visit townships, and are supported by many in the populace.
Finally, many individuals I met throughout East Timor (mainly tho-
se raised in the post-colonial generation) are committed to the idea
of an independent East Timor despite the personal risks involved,
and participate in East Timor’s clandestine resistance.

Clandestine resistance is a term used by the East Timorese to des-
cribe the covert political opposition to integration with Indonesia,
and support for an independent East Timor. Much of the clandestine
resistance is centrally run and organised by FALINTIL.

However, an appreciable part of the resistance comprises a colle-
ction of individuals with no formal association with FALINTIL or
even between themselves. They may not even consciously identify
themselves as part of the clandestine resistance seeking indepen-
dence, but only as part of a wider community movement working
towards greater economic and cultural self-determination.

Four distinct Branches

East Timor’s clandestine resistance has four distinct branches. The
first is closely associated with the guerrilla movement and compri-
ses an auxiliary or reserve force of men that can be called upon to
replace captured or injured fighters, or can spring into action when
weapons become available.

In the meantime, they perform logistical functions such as sup-
plying the guerrillas with clothing, food, information on Indonesian
troop movements, and passing correspondence on to other parts of
the clandestine resistance. This branch of the resistance can be
found in inaccessible areas cultivating crops, liasing with supporters
in urban areas, or accompanying guerrillas in the jungle.

The second branch of the clandestine resistance is that which
many tourists are exposed to since it operates in urban areas and
focuses on political self-determination and human rights issues. It
fulfils several functions. First, it informs tourists or visiting dignita-
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ries about political conditions and human rights abuses. Second, it
organises demonstrations or protests outside the hotels of visiting
dignitaries or outside the Dili Cathedral when senior church offici-
als celebrate mass. The Papal Nuncio has reportedly celebrated four
masses since the Dili massacre after which demonstrations occur-
red. Participants were arrested and released days later at the Nun-
cio’s urging. Third, it smuggles information such as photos, letters
and documents out of East Timor to Indonesia proper and the outsi-
de world. Those parts of the resistance that are formally associated
with FALINTIL have a cell like structure where a designated mem-
ber of a small group has contact with one other group contact per-
son. This minimises the risk of exposing others in the resistance in
case someone or an entire group is captured.

The third branch of the resistance concentrates on economic
and cultural aspects of self-determination. There is an attempt here
to resist the demographic effects of the population influx from other
provinces, the main sources of which are: business migrants; milita-
ry and police personnel; public servants; and those arriving as part
of Indonesia’s transmigration policy. Important goals of the resi-
stance are to promote indigenous East Timorese economic interests
by canvassing for more employment and business opportunities;
reducing corruption in the bureaucracy; and finally diminishing the
military’s hold over the province’s economy.

Indeed the Catholic Church, under the leadership of Bishop Belo,
remains an outspoken critic of the central government’s social and
economic policies, and is, indirectly, an important part of this bran-
ch of the clandestine resistance. For example, in a recent interview
Bishop Belo stated: ‘ Timorese culture is being stifled... the Timorese
language is not taught in schools, Islam is being actively promoted
and there is a growing influx of Indonesian settlers under the polici-
es of “Indonesianization”.”

An important cultural goal of the resistance is to oppose the ‘Isla-
misation’ of East Timor (Indonesia proper is almost ninety per cent



Muslim) by displaying increased fidelity to the Catholic Church.
The Church is viewed as more compatible than Islam with tradi-
tional East Timorese practices. It is relatively easy to see the conne-
ctions between the worship of Christian saints or the Virgin Mary,
with animistic beliefs in village deities and ‘Mother Earth.’

The fourth branch of the resistance is found in Indonesian uni-
versities where many East Timorese are enrolled, e.g. in Jakarta,
Bandung and Denpassar. One of the goals here is to have political
issues associated with East Timor more prominently debated in
Indonesian society, and to include these on the agenda of the Indo-
nesian democratisation movement. Another goal is to liase with
supportive Indonesian human rights organisations and pass on
information about abuses, detentions or protests in East Timor.

While such groups enjoy greater freedom of movement than their
peers in East Timor, they are economically dependent on the provin-
cial government and vulnerable to threats of scholarships being can-
celled if suspected of ‘subversive’ behaviour.

I was quite happy to leave East Timor, since the constant surveil-
lance, pervasive military presence and general paranoia made it an
uncomfortable place in which to spend any great amount of time. It
was unpleasant to think that some of the individuals who had spo-
ken to me about the ‘real situation’ in East Timor, could be inter-
rogated or imprisoned for being consciously or unconsciously part
of the clandestine resistance.

East Timor’s political Future
It is difficult to arrive at any firm conclusion about East Timor’s

political future, and the issues of self-determination and human rig-
hts. So much hinges on the bilateral negotiations between Portugal
and Indonesia, and the continuing diplomatic and human rights
campaigns being waged by expatriate East Timorese groups and the
international community.

It is certain, however, that as long as the guerrilla movement con-
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tinues to provide a rallying point for East Timorese political aspira-
tions, the clandestine resistance will continue to operate on a broad
front seeking greater political, economic and cultural self-determi-
nation.

Demonstration, protests and acts of open dissent are likely to
continue in East Timor. Though the tactical focus may shift from
political self-determination to human rights in order to alleviate the
military’s stranglehold and to create more ‘political space,’ the issue
of self-determination is never far in the background and will remain
a source of future conflict. East Timor remains an unhappy place to
visit; we in Australia and the rest of the international community
will have an important bearing on whether it continues to be so.

Notes:

1. John Loizou and Gordon Feeney, “‘Torture Victim’ Escapes to Territory,” Sunday Territo-
rian, Darwin, 16 January 1994.

2. Mark Baker, “A Figure of Courage in the Midst of East Timor’s Agony,” The Age, Mel-
bourne, 17 November 1993.



Young boys flashing the illegal “V” for victory. Demonstrating their support for the
resistance. Dili, December 1996. Photo by Matthew Jardine
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5. The Balibo Murders.

Balibo and Beyond: An International Cover-Up

By Hugh Dowson

“It has nothing to do with us as it happened before Indonesia was
there,” an Indonesian Foreign Ministry spokesman stated in Novem-
ber 1995. He was responding to news that there was to be an ‘evalu-
ation’ of ‘new evidence’ about the deaths in East Timor — twenty
years earlier — of six Western newsmen. :

One of the six newsmen was killed after the full-scale invasion of
7 December 1975. The other five died at the East Timorese village
of Balibo, near the border with West Timor, in mid October 1975.
That was during the critically important covert invasion, about
which (intelligence documents leaked in 1982 in the the United
States suggest) President Suharto of Indonesia had serious reserva-
tions. The five men murdered at Balibo were from rival TV
networks and that, too, is critically important.

FROM CHANNEL 7°S HSV7 MELBOURNE OFFICE:

Name Age Job Nationality
Gary Cunningham 27 cameraman New Zealand
Greg Shackleton 28 reporter Australia
Tony Stewart 22 soundman Australia

FROM NEWS CENTRE 9:

Name Age Job Nationality

Brian Peters 26 cameraman with United
TCN9, Sydney Kingdom

Malcolm Rennie 29 reporter with United
GTV9, Melbourne  Kingdom
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These teams had been assigned to try to discover whether it was true
that Indonesian forces had seized the East Timorese village of Batu-
gade — which is even closer to the border than is Balibo. Fretilin, the
independence movement that had won the civil war of 11 August to
late September 1975, had announced that Indonesia had invaded; the
Indonesian Government claimed that it had not, that it had no inten-
tion of doing so, and that East Timor’s civil war was continuing.

It is likely that there was pressure at Channel 7 to cap the News
Centre 9 scoop of August/September, when a TCN9 team that inclu-
ded Brian Peters had slipped into and out of East Timor in defiance
of the Australian Government. After the ‘evaluation’ it was claimed
that links established by Brian Peters during that visit had made him
—and anyone with him — a likely target for death and that News
Centre 9 management had committed a serious error in allowing
him to go on the October assignment. That theory, made public by
former Channel 9 news producer Peter Andren, a friend of Brian’s
and today a member of the Australian House of Representatives, has
yet to be investigated by an all too casual Australian Government.

Central Allegations

Among the more central allegations, however, are these:

* that the Indonesian Government, knowing that the Australian
Government routinely eavesdropped on Indonesian military radio
traffic, feared that the five deaths at Balibo would cost it the
West’s support for the takeover — so it halted the invasion in ex-
pectation of high-level protests;

* that key Australian Government Ministers knew, within hours of
the five deaths at Balibo, that the five newsmen had been killed
by Indonesian forces but decided to take no action;

* that the Australian Government cover-up that followed convinced
the Indonesian Government that a full-scale invasion of East
Timor would, after all, enjoy Western support no matter what
level of mass murder followed it.
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On the eve of of the full-scale invasion, the Australian Government
forced the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to
withdraw from East Timor, along with two other organisations and
all but one of the few journalists then in East Timor. Thus the only
independent witness present in Dili, East Timor’s capital, on the day
of the full-scale invasion was freelance journalist Roger East. East,
a 52-year old veteran Australian foreign correspondent, died soon
afterwards.

The ‘evaluation’ — carried out from February to June 1996 on
behalf of the Australian Government by distinguished lawyer Tom
Sherman — was both very important and very deeply flawed. Let us
hope that those few people in the various Foreign Ministries who
have read it had the grace to be moved by the words that Roger East
addressed to the pilot who failed to persuade him to leave:

“I can't leave these people, everyone else has but I can't leave

them. We ve been sending messages all around the world requ-

esting observers to come and see what is happening here, and

)

we ve had no response. I just can't leave these people.

Photos on opposite page supplied by Hugh Dowson.

1. The Australian Ambassador Richard Woolcott (centre in dark glasses) addresses
the Jakarta burial service for the single coffin containing the alleged remains of
Jour or five of the newsmen killed at Balibo, East Timor. Film footage of that event,
held in Jakarta 5 or 6 December 1975, reveals that Mr. Woolcott told his fellow
diplomats that “while we have what could not be called real, complete, confirmati-
on of death, ull the evidence we do have suggests that five Australians (sic) have in
Jfact died in the incident that, as | said, was at Balibo.” Burial service, or public
relations event to heal a diplomatic rift?

2. The coffin arrives for the burial service
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Commmenting, in July 1996, on Tom Sherman’s ‘preliminary evalu-
ation’ (which is what Mr. Sherman insisted was all that he had com-
pleted), after being sent a copy of his report by the Australian
Government, the Indonesian Foreign Ministry suggested that the
Indonesian Government and military had been cleared of any role in
the six deaths. The report, said the Indonesian Foreign Ministry’s
press statement, “is in no way contradictory” to the Indonesian
Government’s “basic position” that all six deaths took place while
East Timor “was embroiled in a tragic civil war.” Further investiga-
tion, the Ministry claimed, would “only rekindle the grief of the
people of East Timor and of the families of the ill-fated journalists.”’

Even less appropriate (if that is possible) was the comment made,
in response to the Indonesian Foreign Ministry statement, by Prime
Minister John Howard of Australia. Further action over the six deat-
hs was out of the question, Prime Minister Howard alleged: such
action would be an “act of hostility towards Indonesia because their
value system is different to ours.”

Damage-limitation

Neither the Indonesian Foreign Ministry nor Prime Minister Ho-

ward can be accepted as final authorities on any matter to do with

East Timor. Following the Australian Commonwealth Parliamentary

elections of 2 March 1996, Mr. Howard had inherited a deeply

flawed ‘evaluation’ process in which the examiner, Tom Sherman,

had been given a brief designed to exclude such key questions as

these:

* Was the West’s silence over the six killings seen by the Indonesi-
an military as a ‘green light’ for genocide?

* Can we expect serious action to end the genocide and the illegal
occupation until the six murders are resolved?

It is essential to note that Tom Sherman’s ‘evaluation” was establis-

hed by Australia’s Labor Government as a damage-limitation exerci-

se following the sensational developments of October 1995:
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*

the revelation by Indonesian retired General Dading Kalbuadi
that he had organised the attack on Balibo (though with a further
claim that the newsmen had died in the resulting battle and that
he had had no advance warning that they were there);”

the revelation that a “highly placed Indonesian military source”
(revealed, via the Sherman process with permission of that “sour-
ce,” as retired General Benny Murdani) had known, in advance of
the attack on Balibo, that the newsmen were there:”

the revelation by the Raja of Atsabe, Guilherme Gongalves (one
of the most pro-Indonesian of East Timorese at the time of the
covert and full-scale invasions) that he had helped the Indonesian
military in 1975 fabricating statements claiming there was no
Indonesian involvement in the deaths at Balibo:"

the simultaneous publication in the United Kingdom and Austra-
lia on 16 October 1995 of Jim Dunn’s paper The Balibo Incident
in Perspective and the subsequent snowstorm of TV interviews
with Shirley Shackleton (widow of one of the five newsmen kil-
led at Balibo) who, with Paul Stewart (brother of another of the
five), had launched Mr. Dunn’s paper in Australia for the Inde-
pendent Centre for Journalism while Mr. Dunn was in the United
Kingdom with Maureen Tolfree (Brian Peters’ sister) for the Par-
liamentary Human Rights Group launch of that booklet.

TV and other interviews on 25 and 27 October 1995 with several
Australian-based East Timorese who were involved with the
Indonesian border operation inside East Timor in October 1975,
one of whom — Fernando Mariz — stated on TV that when he told
Indonesian officers in advance of the attack on Balibo that his
monitoring of Fretilin radio showed that Western newsmen were
in Balibo he discovered that the Indonesian officers knew that
already from spies;

Meetings between intermediaries appointed by Fernando Mariz’s
group and Gareth Evans, the then Foreign Minister in the then
Labor Government.
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Given the detail and power of the public revelations of October
1995, it would have been almost impossible for any Australian
Government — Labor or Liberal/Country Alliance — to avoid ridicule
had Mr. Sherman produced an assessment suggesting that Indonesia
had no role at all in the six deaths. Thus, in June 1996, the Govern-
ment was able to unveil an assessment that disclosed that it was
merely “more likely than not” that:

* the five newsmen “were killed in Balibo on 16 October 1975 by
members of a mixed attacking force of Indonesian soldiers and
anti-Fretilin East Timorese led by Indonesian officers... in the
heat of battle” during a continuing civil war;”

and that

* freelance journalist Roger East “was summarily executed by an
unidentified Indonesian soldier on Dili wharf on 8 December
19757

From Captain to Major General
In Australia, the publication of the Sherman ‘evaluation’ report gai-
ned much TV news coverage as well as front-page and feature treat-
ment in the press. In Britain, even though both News Centre 9 team
members — reporter Malcolm Rennie and cameraman Brian Peters —
were British, there was virtually no coverage at all. Such has been
the pattern since 1975, with exceptions such as Britain’s /ndepen-
dent on Sunday feature prior to the announcement of the Sherman
exercise. That took as its starting point a passage from the Sydney
Morning Herald feature of 14 October 1995 that revealed that the
officer chosen by Colonel Dading Kalbuadi (as he then was) to lead
the actual attack on Balibo was:
Captain Mohammed Yunus Yosfiah, a 30-year old Buginese speci-
al forces officer who is now a major general. General Yunus, who
is married to a Timorese women and who served in the early
1990s as commanding general of the Infantry Centre in Bandung,
was in Australia for the recent Kangaroo ‘95 military exercises.



He was described yesterday by a senior Australian military man
as ‘a fine officer’.

The Independent on Sunday article of 5 November 1995 showed
that — despite his role at Balibo and his similarly central role in the
killing of Nicolau Lobato, Fretilin’s second President, in 1978, both
of which must have been known to the Australian Government —
Mohammed Yunus Yosfiah had been accepted by the British
Government as a fit and proper person to undergo a year’s training
at London’s prestigious Royal College of Defence Studies in 1989.
Even though [ presented a copy of the Independent on Sunday
feature to Mr. Sherman when I met him, with Brian Peters’ sister, in
London in April 1996, Mr. Sherman’s ‘evaluation’ report scarcely
mentions Yunus and does not attempt to analyse any aspect of the
command structures at Balibo or at Dili. Mr. Sherman’s ‘mandate’
(his word) did not allow him to do so. All that his ‘mandate’ allowed
him to do — in theory — was to interview the East Timorese who, in
the words of then Foreign Minister Evans’ press release of 29
November 1995, had made:
“Claims ... last month ... that they, and others living outside
Indonesia, had new evidence about the circumstances surroun-
ding the deaths in 1975 of the five journalists in Balibo and
Roger East in Dili.”

As [ type this (December 1997) the contents of statements passed to
Foreign Minister Evans by the intermediaries appointed by Fernan-
do Mariz’s group have yet to be revealed. What can be said is that
the intermediaries are prepared to make statements, on oath, that
Mr. Evans was fully aware, in advance of 29 November 1995, that
while all of them were prepared to give their evidence, on oath, to
an independent judicial inquiry they were not prepared to trust any
process under any form of control by the Australian Government’s
Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade (DFAT). Mr. Sherman’s
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‘evaluation’ was etablished by Mr. Evans, was due to report to him,
and it was up to him (or, as it turned out, to his successor) “to de-
cide what further steps, if any, might need to be taken” and “fo
determine what part, if any” of the resulting report would be made
public.”

Mr. Sherman found it “perplexing” that these witnesses would
not cooperate with him, with very few exceptions.” Decent and hig-
hly experienced though Tom Sherman undoubtedly is, there is no
doubt that the task given to him by Foreign Minister Evans was a
wholly impossible one.

None of this was picked up by the Australian media, where Mr.
Sherman has a very considerable — and well-deserved — reputation
and where experienced commentators were stumped by the see-
mingly unanswerable point that:

“Mpr. Sherman asked for, and was granted, full access to secret

intelligence material held by the Defence Signals Directorate and

the Australian Secret Intelligence Service. This revelation yester-

day by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Downer, deals a

decisive blow to the conspiracy theory held in some quarters that

Australian intelligence services have been keeping the truth of

Balibo from the Australian people since 1975.””

Sensitive Information
The truth is different. Mr. Sherman was not employed to look into
the cover-up. He did not do so. His report would not have been pub-
lished had he succeeded in doing so. In that case, his report would
have been... fascinating, but unavailable: like the pages from a
report produced prior to 1986 by unnamed Australian diplomats
who - as a former DFAT Indonesia desk officer has revealed, post-
Sherman — found that the newsmen killed at Balibo were most pro-
bably shot by Indonesian soldiers, their bodies burned subsequently,
and their bones crushed.'”

For over a year, DFAT insisted that it had never employed Bruce
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Haigh, the source of that revelation. Curious, in view of the fact that
as an Australian diplomat in South Africa in the late 1970s he help-
ed Donald Woods to escape with the manuscript of Biko (!)

In reality, there is overwhelming evidence that the Australian Go-
vernment knew, within hours, that the five TV newsmen had been
killed by Indonesian forces. This can be verified by persons who
have seen the signals intelligence from which it was derived, and by
some ‘unauthorised persons’ to whom some of them communicated
some of that information. One such ‘unauthorised person’, a former
signals intelligence officer himself, hoped to communicate his ‘un-
authorised” knowledge to the British Foreign Office in December
1997, paying his way from Australia for the purpose of doing so. As
[ typed this (December 1997) it seemed likely that the Foreign Offi-
ce had no real interest in hearing the former ‘SIGINT’ officer’ evi-
dence.

So sensitive was the relationship between Indonesia and the West
in 1975 that — it seems — nothing could be allowed to ruffle it. This
covered even the arrangements for the burial of the alleged remains
of the newsmen killed at Balibo. The British relatives were told that
the remains of their loved ones could not be sent to Australia but
must be buried even further away from East Timor — in Jakarta —
and that this was necessary for ‘health reasons.’

Those remains, in four boxes, allegedly, were handed over to the
Australian Ambassador in Jakarta on, allegedly 12 November 1975:
the day after Australia’s Governor-General sacked the Labor
Government of Gough Whitlam.

The Burial service — for a single elaborate coffin — took place on
Friday or Saturday 5 or 6 December 1975. None of the relatives
were invited or told of the details of the arrangement. It was not
until 1995, almost 20 years later, that any of the relatives received
the photographs of the burial service. When two of those photo-
graphs were published in Australian newspapers in January 1997,
DFAT very lamely announced that the photographs had been
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withheld from the families for 20 years on grounds of ‘compassion.’

A proper Investigation needed

Following the publication of the Sherman ‘evaluation’, the Australi-
an Section of the International Commission of Jurists (ASICJ)
announced that it would conduct an ‘evaluation’ process of its own.
I accompanied Mrs. Wilhelmina Rennie, Malcolm Rennie’s mother,
to the ASICJ seminar “Balibo & Beyond” in Sydney, Australia, on
18 October 1997. Although her late husband, Jack, had tried over
and over again in 1975 to persuade both Australian Federal Govern-
ments (Whitlam and Fraser) to hold proper investigations into the
killings, Jack had eventually given up — consumed by grief over
Government cynicism over the death of his only son and his only
son’s companions.

Evidence brought before the ASICJ shows that a witness located
in Portugal by Dr. Andrew McNaughton of the East Timor Inter-
national Support Center (ETISC) is certain that the whole purpose
of the attack on Balibo was to kill the newsmen. It is long past time
for a proper investigation. The ASICJ report, when it is made pub-
lic, is expected to call for a full Judicial Inquiry. Copies of the
report will go, before publication, to the relatives of the newsmen
and to the Australian, British, Indonesian and New Zealand Govern-
ments. But will the necessary action follow? That will depend, in
part, on readers of this chapter.
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6. The Santa Cruz Massacre
By Steve Cox

E ast Timor showed signs of a country that had undergone a long
period of torment and suffering, where the population had become
accustomed to a daily routine of repression and indoctrination and
yet fostered the spirit of a people unshackled. The hidden atrocities
of the Indonesian army lay in family graves and unmarked sites of
death that riddled the island.

In their attempt to subjugate and repress the population the Indo-
nesians have only served to strengthen the resolve of the Timorese
in their determination to be free. Integration and independence are
words that are vehemently used on both sides.

East Timor’s misfortune of being colonised by Indonesia, an ally
and lucrative trading partner of the West, says a lot about the impor-
tance of being on the right side in the New World Order. The embar-
rassed silence of Western governments on the issue of East Timor
has provided a useful shield for the Indonesian government and has
allowed their actions to go almost unnoticed on the world stage.

A small Opening

Having virtually closed the island after the invasion in 1975, Indo-
nesia carefully stage-managed visits in an attempt to satisfy interna-
tional indifference.

In 1989, believing that it had reduced the armed resistance to a
point of insignificance and suppressed the population, Indonesia
carefully opened parts of the island to foreign travel, hoping to pro-
mote images of normality in the shadow of other world upheavals.
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Man at grave of younger brother who died as a result of being shot by Indonesian
troops at the Santa Cruz Cemetery on 12 November, 199].
Photo by Matthew Jurdine

By 1991, the less active Timorese guerrillas, whose operations had
been deliberately scaled down in the hope of seeking a political
solution, led the Indonesians to believe that they could carefully
open the island a little more. However, again they had underesti-
mated the resolve of the people and their resistance to Indonesian
colonisation.

The slow trickle of news that escaped via the resistance led me to
East Timor in 1991 to try and show what was happening there. The
tragedy at the Santa Cruz cemetery, where hundreds of young Timo-
rese were massacred by Indonesian troops during a demonstration
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for independence, tends to symbolise the extent of the suffering and
lengths to which the Maubere people of East Timor will go in their
quest for freedom.

Visit from Portugal cancelled

A manifestation for independence had been planned to coincide
with a visit by a Portuguese parliamentary delegation that had once
again been cancelled. A feeling of desperation overwhelmed the
people who had taken enormous risks in secretly preparing for the
arrival of the delegation and so the higher authorities decided that a
demonstration should go ahead in the hope that a clandestine press
would broadcast a message to the world.

A peaceful but hectic demonstration passed noisily through Dili
arriving at Santa Cruz cemetery amidst scenes of young people
waving flags in exultation. As a symbol of the struggle a service
would be held in memory of a boy that had been killed by soldiers
whilst hiding in the grounds of a church some weeks earlier. The
cemetery, which had acted as a refuge and hiding place for the
young, who were too fearful to stay at home during the nightly pur-
ges, was destined to become a killing ground.

Indonesian Soldiers arrive

The cemetery was crowded, with an ever-increasing throng of peop-
le gathering outside. A procession of young people made their way
towards a small chapel as a short service commenced. Looking
back along the rows of people that wound its way to the entrance of
the chapel, I noticed boys who had been waving flags begin to fran-
tically scramble down from the walls accompanied by a general
uneasy movement of people from around the front gates.

As I started out of the chapel to investigate, the agitated move-
ment turned to panic as a tide of terrified people scattered in re-
sponse to a hail of gunfire forcing me back inside the chapel. From
the centre of the cemetery it had not been possible to see the arrival
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of the soldiers who had lined up in front of the main crowd around
the gates whilst others positioned themselves around the walls.

Suddenly, without warning, they opened fire indiscriminately kil-
ling all that came within their sights. Older children shielded the
young to protect them in the little cover we had as the shooting went
on for what seemed like an eternity. Boys dragged the wounded and
dying into the shelter, terror gripped everyone. The Lord’s prayer
was recited, again and again, as we waited for what seemed like the
inevitable end.

It was impossible to look out through the entrance of the chapel
without the risk of being shot as the building had a wide-open por-
tal and offered no protection. The only way to see what was happe-
ning was to peer through holes in the wall where soldiers could be
seen shooting people between the graves as they passed through the
cemetery.

Dragged from the Chapel

Max Stahl, the cameraman for Yorkshire Television, momentarily
walked into the chapel during a lull in the shooting, without time to
notice me, and before I had time to say anything a plain-clothes
Indonesian had appeared accompanied by soldiers and taken him
away. Shortly afterwards 1 was dragged from the chapel and
attacked by the soldiers narrowly escaping death by the intervention
of the same plain-clothes officer.

It was difficult to take in the scene around us as we were thrown
into trucks and taken away, bodies lay in heaps with blood congea-
ling in the dust in the same spot where, some 40 minutes earlier,
several thousand young people had celebrated their short-lived free-
dom.

Hundreds died that day with a steady flow of reports coming out
of East Timor over the following weeks confirming further atrociti-
es against families of the protesters and summary execution of sur-
vivors of the massacre.



60

£ A0S IO R CCCUPATTON ANID RESIS AN

The Mass Media and East Timor

Long forgotten and ignored, East Timor suddenly became
newsworthy when 29 young activists demonstrated their desi-
re to be free. There were strong editorials in several leading
newspapers. The London Times, an old and conservative
paper, advised Indonesia to let East Timor go: “Indonesia
cannot afford to persevere with an occupation which saps it
politically, retards its modernity and offers nothing but
opprobrium in return.” [17 November 1994]

The Wall Street Journal, the voice of corporate America, fea-
red that East Timor would “get in the way of more important
business.” It was time to set East Timor free now: “If Mr.
Suharto eventually concludes that getting rid of the East
Timor albatross is a necessary step on the road to modernity,
we could only applaud him.” [17 November 1994]

The New York Times, possibly the most important newspaper
in the world, urged Bill Clinton to put pressure on Suharto:

“In bilateral talks after the summit, Mr. Clinton is expected to
raise the issue of East Timor with President Suharto of Indo-
nesia. It is not the only human rights issue he should raise.
Equally important are repression of the trade union move-
ment and oppressive policies elsewhere, notably Irian Jaya,
Aceh and North Sumatra. Muchtar Pakpahan, chairman of
the Independent All Indonesian Labor Federation, was sen-
tenced to three years in jail on flimsy subversion charges last
week.” [15 November 1994]




7. The APEC forum and East Timor
By Torben Retbell

On 12 November 1994, twenty nine activists from East Timor
climbed the spiked fence surrounding the U.S. embassy compound
in Jakarta, Indonesia, unfurling banners and shouting slogans for
independence. One week later, they still remained peacefully inside
the compound, intent on continuing their protest against Indonesia’s
occupation of their homeland, East Timor.

A Portuguese colony for more than 400 years, East Timor was
invaded by Indonesia on 7 December 1975. Since then, at least
200,000 people, almost one-third of the population, have died as a
result of war, starvation and disease. This is one of the worst cases
of genocide since World War Two.

12 November was the anniversary of the 1991 massacre in the
Santa Cruz cemetery where Indonesian soldiers fired on a peaceful
demonstration, killing more than 271 people. There were quiet ob-
servances of the anniversary in Dili, the capital of East Timor. Du-
ring the following days, there were several violent demonstrations.
The police responded with tear gas, and at least 260 people were ar-
rested. The University in Dili was closed, while the military conduc-
ted a house-to-house search for people to take in for questioning.

U.S. President Bill Clinton went to Indonesia for four days (13-
16 November) to meet with Indonesia’s president Suharto and to
attend the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-operation forum, hosted by
Indonesia. APEC is an economic organisation that, at the time of
the summit meeting in Indonesia, had 18 member states, including
the U.S. and Japan. A large number of reporters from all over the
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The Role of the Western World

None of the editorials on the APEC forum mentioned the
important fact that the U.S. and other Western countries con-
doned the Indonesian invasion in 1975 and still provides eco-
nomic and military support for Suharto’s regime. One of the
few mainstream papers that did mention this awkward fact
was the Boston Globe, often described as a liberal paper. The
Globe quoted a letter to Clinton signed by 30 U.S. Senators
and then went on to say this:

“The senators asked Clinton, politely but firmly, to raise the
issue of Indonesian repression on East Timor when he meets
with Indonesia s President Suharto this Wednesday during
the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-operation summit in Jakarta.
Because the Timorese have suffered genocidal horrors since
Indonesia invaded in 1975 — after receiving a green light
from Gerald Ford and Henry Kissinger — and since the hor-
ror continues, the letter from the senators and a similar letter
from House members expressed an appropriate American
desire to make up for past complicity in Jakarta's colonizati-
on of East Timor...

If Clinton wishes to undertake a diplomatic process lea-
ding to the decolonization of East Timor, he should seek
Japan's assistance. Like the United States, Japan has guilt to
live down in regard to East Timor. The Japanese also share
with the United States an interest in cultivating a stable Asia
unstained by the horrors of colonialism.”

[12 November 1994]




U.S. Reporters Prevented from
Entering East Timor

In a show of openness, Indonesia invited banned journalists
to come to Indonesia during APEC. Allan Nairn and Amy
Goodman were granted visas and told they would be able to
travel anywhere, including East Timor.

In 1991, Nairn and Goodman were forced to flee East Timor
after being severely beaten while more than 271 East Timore-
se were killed by Indonesian troops firing on a peaceful
demonstration. The New York-based journalists’ award-win-
ning reporting of the massacre helped to reawaken internatio-
nal awareness to the ongoing genocide in East Timor.

On the afternoon of 12 November 1994, Nairn and Goodman
were arrested as they attempted to cross from West Timor
(Indonesia) into East Timor. They were held for 20 hours
before being sent to Jakarta. On Tuesday, 15 November, the
pair tried to fly from Jakarta to Dili, after notifying Indonesi-
an authorities. They were forced off the plane in Bali, and
told that they could go anywhere in Indonesia except East
Timor.

Source: ETAN/US, Action Alert Update, 19 November 1994.
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Progressives in Indonesia
Support East Timor

Indonesia’s largest independent national student organisation,
Students in Solidarity with Democracy for Indonesia (SSDI),
issued a statement on November 13 in support of the 29 stu-
dents occupying the U.S. Embassy compound. SSDI activists
were in contact with the East Timorese and providing sup-
port.

Among the SSDI’s demands on the Indonesian government
were the holding of a democratic referendum of the East
Timorese people under the supervision of the UN and other
relevant international bodies, the freeing of Xanana Gusmao
and freedom for national and international human rights
organisations and the foreign and local press to report
without restrictions or needing permission.

Other Indonesian groups have also been defending the East
Timorese, including the Joint Committee for the Defence of
East Timor and the Indonesian Legal Aid Institute (LBH).
Eight East Timorese students took refuge in the LBH hea-
dquarters. LBH issued a statement condemning the govern-
ment’s use of violence in dealing with dissent in Indonesia.

Source: Max Lane, Green Left Weekly, Australia,
20 November 1994.




world were in Indonesia to cover the APEC forum.

The twenty-nine East Timorese in the embassy compound called
for self-determination for East Timor and the withdrawal of Indo-
nesian troops. Their written petition to President Clinton asked him:

“to make use of the great moral stature achieved by the United

States of America through its condemnation of the violation of the

fundamental rights of human beings and peoples to make the fol-

lowing demands of President Suharto: (1) The release of East

Timorese resistance leader Kay Rala Xanana Gusmdo, and of all

East Timorese political prisoners. (2) That the President of Indo-

nesia [talk with] ... the true representatives of the People of East

Timor; including ... the East Timorese Church, CNRM, UDT and

Fretilin. (3) That Jakarta grant access to an independent and

impartial mission with the aim of conducting a serious investiga-

tion into the Santa Cruz massacre.”

They also asked Clinton to “remind President Suharto” about long-
serving, elderly Indonesian political prisoners, some of whom conti-
nue to face the death penalty after 30 years in jail, and to “exert
pressure upon Jakarta” to recognise the right of Indonesian workers
to organise and to free imprisoned labour union leaders.

Clinton responded to the pressure generated by their protest by
mentioning human rights and East Timor publicly and privately
with Suharto. The East Timorese chose the U.S. embassy because
Washington has a special responsibility to help end more than 20
years of crimes against East Timor. The U.S. approved the 1975
invasion and provided most of the weapons used to kill one-third of
the population. In addition, the leader of the “New World Order”
has the economic and political clout to encourage Indonesia to do
the right thing.

After holding out for nearly two weeks on the grounds of the U.S.
embassy in Jakarta, the 29 activists left Indonesia on 24 November
for political exile in Portugal. 65



Prior to the APEC forum, Indonesian authorities had been cleaning
up Jakarta, removing undesirable people from the main streets and
warning dissidents to refrain from talking to foreign reporters. Indo-
nesia prepared for a summit meeting where the only topics on the
agenda would be trade and economics. Human rights and East
Timor were not to be discussed.

The Indonesian military is a powerful institution, controlling
almost all political life and a large share of the economy. But twen-
ty-nine young activists from East Timor caused their structure to
crumble like a house of cards. As the East Timor Action Network in
the U.S. put it in an Action Alert on the episode:

“The East Timorese broke through Indonesia’s stage-managed

APEC extravaganza, shattering its carefully crafted image as a

nation engaged in orderly development of benefit to all. Instead,

their actions revealed a military dictatorship that tramples on the
human rights of its own citizens and brutally and illegally occu-
pies a neighboring country.”
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8. The Nobel Peace Prize
- The Lectures:

The Lecture given by the Chairman of the
Norwegian Nobel Committee, Francis Sejersted,
in Oslo, 10 December 1996

Y)ur Majesties, Presidents, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen:
On behalf of the Norwegian Nobel Committee, may I extend to eve-
ryone a warm welcome to this year’s Nobel Peace Prize ceremony. It
is one hundred years to the day since Alfred Nobel died. A year ear-
lier, he had drawn up his will, in which he determined that his con-
siderable wealth should provide for annual awards of five prizes,
three for science, one for literature, and one for peace, to those
whose work, as he wrote, “shall have conferred the greatest benefit
on mankind”. It was also laid down in the will that the Peace Prize
should be awarded in Norway by a committee appointed by the
Norwegian Storting. Our thoughts today go also to Stockholm, whe-
re the other awards are being made, and where the centenary is
being marked of the death of Alfred Nobel.

Nobel was, of course, an unusually successful businessman. But
that was not where his heart lay. His happiest times were spent in
the laboratory. Inventions, it has been said, became for him a way of
life. He was also very widely read. He was in other words greatly
interested, indeed a believer, in science and literature. What was
remarkable was his moral approach to those activities, which he saw
as opportunities for promoting a better world. This perspective
emerges most clearly in his decision concerning a peace prize. It
can be argued that the invention of dynamite, and concern at the
more powerful weapons which it made possible, contributed to his

6/
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increasing commitment to peace. But there were other impulses,
too, impulses which appealed to his deeply rooted moral instincts,
first and foremost his contact with the future Peace Prize Laureate
Bertha von Suttner and with the contemporary peace movement.

Nobel left an important inheritance, consisting of a vision of a
better world, and an award institution which was to contribute to the
realisation of that vision. We who have been entrusted with mana-
ging that inheritance do so in humility and with deep respect for the
man Alfred Nobel, whose memory we honour today.

It is with great pleasure, and in the conviction that with this year’s
choice we have managed Nobel’s inheritance in the best possible
way, that we welcome our Peace Prize Laureates today. Carlos Filipe
Ximenes Belo and José Ramos-Horta have been awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize for 1996 for their long-lasting efforts to achieve a just
and peaceful solution to the [more than] twenty-year-old conflict in
East Timor. To reach this peaceful winterland Norway, you have
come about as far from your home country as it is possible to travel
on this earth. Yet the distance between us is much shorter in miles
than in opportunities for peace, justice and reconciliation. We are
grateful and proud that, in the middle of your important and self-
sacrificing work, you have found time for the journey here, thereby
giving us this opportunity to honour you.

The conflict in East Timor has been called “the forgotten con-
flict”. It has not, however, been completely forgotten, having fi-
gured on the international agenda, with varying degrees of promi-
nence, throughout those [more than] twenty years. But it has so to
speak never caught on. There have been so many other interests and
regards to attend to, and East Timor is so small. Rarely has the cyni-
cism of world politics been more clearly demonstrated. The numer-
ous considerations of “Realpolitik” have enabled an exceptionally
brutal form of neocolonialism to take place. Of a population of
between six and seven hundred thousand, nearly two hundred
thousand have died as the direct or indirect result of the Indonesian



occupation. And the violations are still taking place today. Many are
the countries which have given higher priority to their “Realpoliti-
cal” co-operation with Indonesia than to regard for East Timor. This
is the apparently hopeless situation in which our two Laureates have
so untiringly striven for a just and peaceful arrangement for their
people.

The autumn of 1975 was fateful for East Timor. First the old
colonial masters, the Portuguese, withdrew. Then an internal strugg-
le broke out between the Timorese Democratic Union [UDT] on the
one hand and the Fretilin liberation movement on the other. And the
autumn ended with the Indonesian invasion. In the twenty-one years
that have passed since, this conquest of a country and a people has
never been internationally recognised. Ramos-Horta was a Fretilin
leader, one of the moderates whose ideal was social democracy.
During the so-called civil war, he was out of the country, and on his
return in September he tried to reconcile the parties. Since the inva-
sion he has lived abroad, unceasingly and with great personal sacri-
fice collecting and communicating information on the repression,
torture and killing in his home country, and acting as East Timor’s
principal international spokesman. At the same time he has success-
fully kept up his efforts to unite the various East Timorese groups in
a single national front, while constantly seeking opportunities for a
peaceful solution to the conflict with Indonesia, based on respect
for the integrity of the East Timorese people. “We used to joke that
he was more an informal member of the Democratic Union than a
Fretilin leader,” says Union leader Jodo Carrascaldo. The remark
illustrates the part played by Ramos-Horta as a mediator and con-
ciliator. No serious negotiations aimed at resolving the conflict are
conceivable today without the participation of Ramos-Horta or one
of his aides, as Bishop Belo has also emphasised.

As a relatively unknown priest, Bishop Belo was appointed Apo-
stolic Administrator for the Roman Catholic Church in East Timor
in 1983, since when he has served on his home ground. Again and
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again, in the midst of everyday terror and suffering, he has interve-
ned, trying to reconcile and mediate and lessen confrontation, and
in doing so he has saved many lives. Intervening in a violent con-
flict entails a risk of being crushed between the antagonists. “Pray
Jfor me, please,” he said in one such situation, “because now I have
to defend myself on both sides”. But Bishop Belo has become much
more than a mediator: this man of peace has also become a rallying
point for his sorely tried people, a representative of their hope for a
better future. The love his people feel for this mediator springs from
certain fundamental principles he has adhered to. Show the people
respect. Give them freedom to develop their humanity to the full.
Then ask them whether they want to be Indonesians, Portuguese, or
independent. Bishop Belo shares with his people the insight of the
oppressed, an insight deeper than that of generals or oppressors.
Why all this brutality? It does not even serve its purpose. You do not
gain respect if you do not show respect.

This year has seen the commemoration, forty years on, of the
Soviet Union’s brutal crushing of the popular rising in Hungary in
1956. The West did not intervene. Since Hungary lay within the
Soviet sphere of interest, it was necessary “Realpolitik” to accept
the invasion. We would do well to recall that at that time, a marking
of the event forty years later in a free Hungary lay beyond the
bounds of what most people thought possible. It has been said that
Indonesia’s annexation of East Timor is an historic fact. But history
has never established anything as a fact forever. History always
moves on. If we have learned anything in the past decade, it must be
that the most repressive regimes are the most fragile. There are for-
ces in history more powerful than the strongest military force. Vio-
lence and terror do not lead to peace. Not until one builds up the
courage to break out of the vicious circle of violence do opportuni-
ties arise for an enduring peace.

The right to live, the right to full development as human beings,
the right to respect, are at the heart of the concept of human rights.
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Since the award of the Nobel Peace Prize for 1960 to Albert Luthu-
1i, work for human rights has been one of the principal criteria for
the award. We have constantly received confirmation that this was
the right path to take, although the choice of this criterion has also
been criticised because it allegedly has nothing to do with peace.
But it is precisely in forging a close link between the human rights
criterion and peace that we believe we are realising that criterion’s
most universal and most fundamental aspects. Peace, stability and
harmony must be based on mutual respect. That, so simple and so
universal, is the message. Once it has been heard, the next step is to
institutionalise respect, in various ways in accordance with cultural
traditions. Violence, on the other hand, systematic violence on the
part of those in power, can never be justified within the framework
of a universal concept of human rights. That is a fact to which the
victims of violence could testify. Never forget to listen to the voice
of the victims, the voice of the nearly two hundred thousand whose
lives were lost in massacres or from the hunger and want which
resulted from the Indonesian invasion of East Timor.

This year’s two Peace Prize Laureates, Carlos Filipe Ximenes
Belo and José Ramos-Horta, have laboured tirelessly, and with great
personal sacrifice, for their oppressed people. Under extremely dif-
ficult conditions, they have preserved their humanity and faith in
the future. It is in admiration of their work and in the hope for a bet-
ter future for East Timor that the Norwegian Nobel Committee
today honours them with the Nobel Peace Prize for 1996.
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The Lecture given by the Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 1996,
Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo, in Oslo, 10 December 1996

Your Majesty. Dear

Members of the Norwegian
Noble Committee. Honour-
able Prime Minister. Excel-
lencies, Minister. Members
of Parliament. Members of
the Diplomatic Corps.
Regarded Friends. Distin-
guished Guests. Friends.
Ladies and Gentlemen!

“Nations will proclaim
his wisdom, the assembly
will celebrate his praises. If
he lives long, his name will
be more glorious than a
thousand others, and if he
dies, that will satisfy him
rest as well” (Wisdom,
39,10-11).

Excellencies, Ladies and
Gentlemen, I start with this
biblical passage from the
Book of Wisdom because it
expresses with deep signi-
ficance the memory of the

Bishop Belo in the atrium of his resi- man we remember this day
dence in Dlll, October 1996. Whose esteemed Peace Prl_
/0 Photo by Pat Smythe

ze bears his name. Today,



the tenth of December, we celebrate the centennial anniversary of
the death of a wise benefactor of humanity, a Peace worker, Alfred
Nobel.

Such competent men will never be extinguished from the memo-
ry of humanity. His wisdom, his dedication to the improvement of
humanity, his tenacity for the progress of science to the benefit of
mankind, makes people everywhere, of all believes, of all ideolo-
gies, feel in one way or other awe of his talents and his boldness.

These competent men constantly disturb the consciences of those
who do not attend to the improvement of humanity. For it is a matter
of fact that everyone should contribute in any way they can so that
mankind becomes more and more humane.

What reasons brought the Catholic Bishop of East Timor to be
here in the presence of this assembly? I come from a social context
that is already known to your Excellencies, where, due to circums-
tances, the aspirations and desires of the people are limited.

Taking the words from Terentius: Homo sum; humani nihil a me
alienum puto. (Terentius, 1,1,25). “As man, as a human being, [
cannot stay indifferent in front of what concerns man.”’

As a member of a people, I have to share the destiny of the peop-
le, and take this mandate entirely upon myself, knowing the risks
that such an attitude will involve. To strive for the defence of the
rights of all peoples is not only the privilege of those guiding the
destiny of the people or those enjoying lofty positions in society, but
that of everyone whatever their rank or status.

As a member of the Church, I take upon myself the mission of
enlightening and denouncing all human situations that are in dis-
agreement with Christian concepts and contrary to the teachings of
the Church.

The Catholic Bishop is a pastor of a part of God’s people. His
specific mission is spiritual. Such mission is incumbent upon him
basically as a dispenser of spiritual resources for the salvation of
persons and to consolidate their faith in Jesus Christ.
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But mankind is not limited to a spiritual dimension, one should be
saved as a whole, both physically and spiritually. In this respect, no
Catholic Bishop should ever be indifferent when a people’s possibi-
lities for human realisation, in all dimensions, are not respected.

So the Nobel Peace Prize, attributed to a Catholic Bishop, is not a
homage to one person but an expression gratitude for the encoura-
gement that the Catholic Church has developed over the centuries in
defence and promotion of the rights of human beings.

The teachings of the Second Vatican Council in Gaudium et Spes,
states: “The Church thinks that she will respond to the deep desires
of peoples, showing its final hope, preaching freedom, dignity of
conscience and rights, that is just, in God s plan of salvation.”

The duty given to the Church is not socio-political in nature but
religious. And thus it is characteristic of the Church, a wellspring of
enlightenment and energy, to empower and contribute to the streng-
thening of human society.

The efforts taken by the Church with regard to the suffering of
the people of East Timor over the last twentyone years are well
known to your Excellencies. As Bishop of this people, I regard the
Nobel Peace Prize not merely as an award for one single person but
as the rightful homage to the work done by the Catholic Church in
East Timor in defending the inalienable rights of her people.

“Yet you have made him little less than a god, you have crowned
him with glory and beauty” (Psalm, 8,6). For the composer of this
psalm, human dignity is taking root in his divine vocation, created
by God.

It is this belief and knowledge of mankind that guides me and
impels me as my conscience considers how I should act.

However, addressing this distinguished Assembly with beliefs
and concepts about mankind may be quite humanistic. But I do be-
lieve that among us we have something in common. That is we
affirm that the human being is the subject of all concept and human
activities. We declare that one’s value and dignity does not depend
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on the individual’s belief, religion, politics, philosophy, race or skin
color.

Man is a free being. This means that one is only fully realised
when capable of deciding on one’s options and taking responsibility
for one’s actions without any kind of intimidation.

Man as a social being realises himself in af community. This
means that the social and ethnic group one belongs to is the
background for one’s fulfilment.

Man is only fully realized where there is reciprocity of respect.
This means that wherever a human being’s are not respected in their
elementary rights by those in charge or by those responsible in soci-
ety, we have, as a consequence, oppression, slavery, arrogance, arbi-
trariness, death of individuals and death of a people.

Ladies and Gentlemen, these equally principles are valid for eve-
rybody as they are valid for the Church that also affirms that human
dignity is rooted and fulfilled in God Himself.

Persons have been placed in society by God the Creator, but over
and above this, everyone is called to be united with him as children
of God and to share in God’s happiness.

Moreover, the Church teaches that if this divine foundation and
the hope for eternal life are missing, human dignity is seriously
damaged (GS.21).

The Catholic Church proclaims Jesus Christ as the great deliverer
for all mankind. Indeed, Jesus frees each of us from moral and soci-
al slavery, giving back our true dignity as a human being.

In making Christ known, the Church reveals to all their true situ-
ation and calling, since Christ is the head and model of that renewed
humanity imbued with that fraternal love, sincerity and spirit of
peace, to which everyone aspires (AG.8).

Your Majesty, Members of the Nobel Committee, my friends
from around the world, I am profoundly honoured to be before you
today to receive the Nobel Prize for Peace. But whatever personal
compliment | may receive, | believe that I have received this high
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tribute not because of who I am or what I have done. I firmly belie-
ve that I am here essentially as the spokesman of the voiceless
people of East Timor who are with me today in spirit, if not in per-
son. And what the people want is peace, an end to violence and re-
spect for their human rights. It is my fervent hope that the 1996
Nobel Prize for Peace will advance these goals.

Above all, above all else, I am mindful and humble in my thoug-
hts of Pope John Paul II, who did so much in the face of overwhel-
ming odds in the epochal struggle to remove the yoke of Commu-
nism from Poland and from other nations who had been told to be
realistic and accept their fate. The Holy Father has provided an
example and a depth of inspiration to me that can never be equalled.
My gratitude to John Paul II cannot be adequately expressed.

I also think of others, especially from Asia who have never stood
here. I contemplate with ceaseless amazement the work of Mahatma
Ghandi and his creed of non-violence in the movement for change. I
think of China, and I pray for the well-being of Mr. Wei Jing Zhen
and his colleagues, and I hope that they will soon be liberated from
their jail cells, just as Indonesian leaders once were freed from the
infamous Boven Digul prison after long years of cruel captivity.
Surely, these same Indonesian leaders had earned a place here in
Oslo even before I was born in 1948, at the height of their battle for
freedom and dignity. I think of the fearless Indonesian fighters and I
realise that history has so much to teach us if we would only take
the time to contemplate its richness.

I stand humbled in the august presence of my predecessors in this
place here in Oslo. I think of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King
Ir., “standing on the mountaintop, looking out at the promised
land” These words remind me of the view of the majestic mounta-
ins in my beloved East Timor — Mount Matabean (the Mountain of
the Dead), near where I was born in the east; and Mount Ramelau in
the west. As I look at these mountains in my frequent journeys thro-
ughout my native land, I feel ever more strongly that it is high time



P T LM R oo P AT O N AND RS EsS T AN (

that the guns of war are silenced in East Timor, once and forever. It
is high time that tranquillity is returned to the lives of the people of
my homeland It is high time that there be authentic dialogue. All
people of goodwill must use every peaceful means of human inge-
nuity and intelligence to find ways of creating a genuine peace
based on mutual respect and human dignity.

East Timor is hardly alone in its search for peace and dignity, and
it is of great importance to acknowledge the work of others. Last
year [ was privileged to be the guest in Belfast, Northern Ireland, of
the 1976 co-Laureate, Mrs. Mairead Corrigan Maguire, whose
increasing work for peace has touched many throughout the world.
Mrs. Maguire graciously gave me an informative and moving tour
of the troubled areas in Belfast, the night after many vehicles had
been burnt in protest over the early release of a soldier convicted of
killing an 18 year old girl. I pray that the people of Northern Ireland
may know genuine peace, justice and tranquillity in the near future.

Last year, I met with His Holiness, the Dalai Lama, and was
deeply moved by his wisdom and kindness. The people of Tibet are
never far from my prayers, nor are the communities of the indi-
genous peoples of the world who are increasingly being overwhel-
med by aggressive modernity that presumes to call itself civilisati-
on.

I pray for peace in the Middle East and Afghanistan, which can-
not be forgotten, and for the continuation of the peace process in
Central America. And no human being can be indifferent to the
drama in the Great Lakes area, in Burundi and Rwanda, and also
Zaire, where human suffering cries out for a solution.

In South Africa the search for peace deepens. For me the work of
Archbishop Desmond Tutu is a shining example of the way truth
can be combined with the quest for human rights, the way humour
and humility can be mixed with righteousness, and | only pray that |
may be worthy of this mantle. In Burma | salute the strength and
grace of Daw Ang San Suu Kyi, and pray that a better day may soon



| W 3 O CCuPATTOCN AN 5008 AN

arrive for her and all her people. May the beauty of music from her
piano soften the hearts of armies and nations. In Burma and throug-
hout the world, in places known and less known, let us apply the
words in the fifth chapter of Amos of the Old Testament: “Let Justi-
ce roll down like waters.”’

And let us always think of many anonymous people throughout
the world, struggling for the protection of human rights. Day by day,
working to convince the international community of the justice of
their cause, whether they be Moslems or Christians, Protestants or
Catholics, Hindus or Buddhists whether they be followers of age-
old traditional beliefs, believers or non-believers. 1 say: press on,
take courage, remain true to your ideals, you will not be forgotten.

The world censures those that take up arms to defend their causes
and calls on them to use non-violent means in voicing their grievan-
ces. But when a people chooses the non-violent path, it is all too
often the case that hardly anyone pays attention. It is tragic that
people have to suffer and die and the television cameras have to
deliver the pictures to people’s home every day before the world at
large admits there is a problem. Therein lies the enormous signifi-
cance and the brave wisdom of the decision of the Nobel Commit-
tee to focus on East Timor this year; it represents the extraordinary
recognition of East Timor’s quest for peace and the recognition of
its pleas for an end to suffering.

I speak of these things as one who has the responsibility to bear
witness to what I have seen and heard, to react to what I know to be
true, to keep the flame of hope alive, to do what is possible to warm
the earth for still another day. I speak as a spiritual leader, not as a
politician, which in fact I am not. In recent weeks some articles
have described me as “a former shepherd,” not realising that my
vocation only evolved from a boyhood job of tending water buffalo-
es to the grave responsibility of trying to apply my fallible self to
the difficult task of providing moral leadership in a situation where
almost no one is ever completely happy with my actions.



Others have written that if there had not been a war in East Timor,

I would be spending all my time tending to the needs of troubled
youths, which is the special calling of my religious order, the Salesi-
ans of St. John Bosco. But this is only a matter of degree: even now
I spend an overwhelming amount of energy listening to and coun-
selling the youth of East Timor, who urgently need such help becau-
se of their history. This is my special obligation, and one which I
welcome.

Thus I must press on, aware of all the tasks that are far from
complete. St. John Bosco once said that we would have the chance
to rest in the hereafter, not in this world. And my life in the past
thirteen years since I took up the post in East Timor illustrates the
accuracy of Don Bosco’s judgement in this regard among others.
But my own hard work forms only a small part of what is necessary;
the participation of others is vital. I extend the hand of friendship
and goodwill to all those who provide genuine assistance or moral
support in the vital struggle for peace in East Timor, throughout
Asia, Africa, in the western hemisphere, throughout Europe, in
Bosnia and elsewhere in the Balkans. Everywhere.

I must also praise the United Nations for its painstaking efforts
on the question of East Timor, which have been of central importan-
ce in keeping the issue alive over many long years. In the face of
great obstacles, in spite of all the difficulties, the United Nations
have continued to persevere in the interest of generating dialogue
that might one day create a lasting structure of peace in East Timor,
and in many other places throughout the world.

There is no institution that can take the place of the United Nati-
ons, especially in the light of the history and credibility of the world
organisation. We cannot overlook the fact that the United Nations
played an important role from its earliest days in the 1940’ in assis-
ting the struggle of Indonesia’s nationalist movement. The young
Indonesian Republic fought alone, with supreme courage, against
the brute force of colonialism and its allies, ultimately receiving the

/%
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indispensable moral backing that the new world association alone
was able to provide. In the face of the moral weight of the United
Nations, the Dutch and their allies could not carry on military ope-
rations with impunity, as other colonial powers did before the UN
was formed in 1945. This must never be forgotten. Thus, the world
must do whatever possible to strengthen the United Nations in the
months and years ahead, in the deepest interest of all peoples of the
world.

Let it be stated clearly that to make peace a reality, we must be
flexible as well as wise. We must truly recognise our own faults and
move to change ourselves in the interest of making peace. I am no
exception to this rule! Let us banish anger and hostility, vengeance
and other dark emotions, and transform ourselves into humble
instruments of peace.

People in East Timor are not uncompromising. They are not
unwilling to forgive and overcome their bitterness. On the contrary,
they yearn for peace, peace within their community and peace in
their region. They wish to build bridges with their Indonesian brot-
hers and sisters to find ways of creating harmony and tolerance.

Mutual respect is the basis of compromise. Let us start by
making a sincere effort to change the very serious human rights
situation in East Timor. The Church has played its part. We have for-
med a Justice and Peace Commission that is always ready to co-
operate with the authorities to address problems.

Independent human rights officials have repeatedly visited East
Timor and have recommended what needs to be done. As a first
step, the release of East Timor political prisoners has to be given
urgent attention, in accordance with the section on Humanitaria-
nism in the Pancasila, the Five Principles of Indonesia’s State Ideo-
logy. Such a step would help create an important opening on the
road to peace.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I take the liberty reminding this assembly
of my predecessor’s appeal, Israel’s former Prime Minister, the late
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Mr. Yitzhak Rabin’s appial, speaking in New York, when the first
historical meeting with President Arafat took place. He said: “Stop
bloodshed.”

Making this same appeal my own, I yoo say: “Stop bloodshed.”
And I add: Stop oppression. Stop violence. Stop conflict. Let us sit
down around a table and understand each other, because we cannot
tolerate extending any longer the suffering of the people of East
Timor. I think this is the fundamental intention of the Nobel Com-
mittee in awarding to us the prize, expressed on behalf of its presi-
dent, Mr. Francis Sejersted.

Ladies and Gentlemen, East Timor was given the possibility to be
heard from the voice of her two sons resounding throughout the
world through this solemn assembly; but I would like that this atten-
tion shown by the world to East Timor be given the same intensity
with the regard to the many other problems distressing other people.

There are similar situations, throughout the world, where people
live in conditions as terrible as those in Timor, but those people
have no possibility of being heard.

Dailys we receive in our homes, news and images of suffering,
pain [and] destruction caused by war. “War, this monster,” as Father
Antonio Vieira states, “what it is doing, even God is not secure in
the altar” '

I appeal to all men of goodwill and particularly those holding
power to find out solutions for these numberless conflicts. Solutions
based on justice and solidarity, in order that the fundamental rights
would be respected.

I appeal, as well, to all professionals of the information media,
charged with this great mission, that they regulate communication
between all latitudes of the globe, doing it with [a] sense of truth
and immunity for building up a more humane and more just society,
without tendentious manipulations.

I would like, before I finish, to address one word to the youth
around the world, particularly to the youth of my dear Timor: “Soci-

81
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ety is a succession of interwoven rings in which each generation has
the duty to contribute to the next generation in order to live in the
world peacefully [and] fraternally. On your shoulders, dear young
people of the entire world, weighs the responsibility of transforming
tomorrow’s world into a society where peace, harmony and fraterni-
ty reign.”

Dear youth, I quote from memory the great Indian poet Rabind-
ranat Tagore: “Youth, as a Lotus flower, flourishes just once in life.”
Do not let it wither away.

Finally, an event is never an isolated action. The awarding of the
Nobel Prize to these two sons of Timor, Dr. José Ramos and myself
has come about because many people, groups and institutions have
worked hard so that this event might be a reality.

In this moment I would like, in the first place, to thank Her Maje-
sty, and the Norwegian royal family, for being sympathetic to the
suffering of the people of East Timor, and for their generous presen-
ce in this solemn assembly.

My thanks go to the Nobel Peace Prize Committee for their kind
attention and courageous dedication on behalf of [the] plight of the
East Timorese.

To the government and members of the Norwegian Parliament I
thank you for the decision to honour us with the Nobel Peace Prize.

I would like especially to thank Portugal and other friendly nati-
ons, as well as distinguished personalities who have proposed our
names as candidates for the Nobel Peace Prize.

To the Timorese, here and abroad, I convey my indescribable
gratitude and my communion and silent solidarity with you.

To His Holiness, Pope John Paul 11, who has been persistent and
attentive in following the situation and the suffering of the people
and the Church in East Timor, I submit my filial devotion and the
promise of unending fidelity and in union with Christ.

To the Pontifical Commission of Justice and Peace, particularly
in the person of its President, His Eminence Cardinal Roger Etche-
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garay, who had the opportunity to be in direct contact with the
Church of Timor, I submit my deep gratitude.

I cannot forget the contributions of friends from other religions
who, with discretion and fearless activity, have made it possible that
the Nobel Peace Prize for 1996 be attributed to the Catholic Church
in East Timor.

It would be unjust to forget them, although 1 am aware that it is
difficult to name all the various Non Governmental Organisations,
Humanitarian Groups, Church related groups and individuals who
have worked hard, in silence and without much publicity, so that the
Timorese can receive assistance and that the Timorese issue would
not be buried under the dust of oblivion. With them, I share my hap-
piness.

And finally, my sincere thanks to all the members of the social
communication industry from all over the world. They had lent their
voice in making known to the world the anguish and the suffering of
the Timorese. I would like to pay my tribute to those giving infor-
mation about Timor, risking their life and some of them even falling
on East Timor soil.

“The Creator and Father of everything and all peoples will
reward us all and will give us strength, wisdom and courage to
struggle for our fellow hunian beings because each one is the image
and the likeness of God” (Gen.1,26).
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The Nobel Lecture given by the Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 1996,
José Ramos-Hortq, in Oslo, 10 December 1996

Suas Majestades, Honoraveis Membros do Commité Nobel
de Paz, Senhores Presidentes, Senhores Primeiros Ministros,
Exceléncias:

Com vossa permissdo as
minhas primeiras palavras
serdo na lingua de Camoes,
Fernando Pessoa, Agostinho
Neto, Jorge Amado, Xanana
Gusmdo.

Apesar da brutal coloni-
zagdo indonésia e da re-
pressdo cultural dos ultimos
21 anos, da proibig¢do de
uma lingua e cultura que
chegaram a nossa regido hd
cerca de 500 anos, em
Timor Leste esta lingua
secular ainda persiste tei-
mosamente.

Sendo o segundo timoren-

se de nacionalidade portu-
guesa a ser honrado com o
Prémio Nobel de Paz, o pri-
meiro é o nosso respeitado e
José Ramos-Horta venerado bispo Dom Carlos
visiting IWGIA, Denmark Filipe Ximenes Belo, falta-
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ria a minha heranga historica e consciéncia se ndo comegasse esta
minha intervengdo na lingua que hoje une mais de 200 milhées de
pessoas nas cinco regioes do mundo.

E com um profundo sentimento de humildade que me associo
aqui a Dom Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo para receber o Prémio
Nobel de Paz 1996 que foi outorgado ao povo de Timor Leste.

Registo a minha eterna gratiddo aqueles que me propuseram pa-
ra este prémio. Estou-lhes para sempre moralmente endividado e
asseguro que as modestas dadivas de saude e inteligéncia que Deus
me deu serdo sempre postas ao servigo da paz e justica para o meu
povo e para a causa da paz, liberdade e democracia em todas as
latitudes onde a minha fraca voz possa ser ouvida.

Apenas por razées praticas vou continuar a minha interveng¢do
na lingua inglesa.

Your Majesties, Honourable Members of the Nobel Commiittee, Pre-
sidents, Prime Ministers, Excellencies:

With your permission, my first words will be in the language of
Camoes, Fernando Pessoa, Agostinho Neto, Jorge Amado and
Xanana Gusmao.

In spite of the brutal Indonesian colonisation and cultural repres-
ston of the past 21 years that attempts to eradicate a language and
culture that reached our region almost 500 centuries ago, in East
Timor this rich centuries-old language survives stubbornly.

Being the second East Timorese of Portuguese nationality to be
honoured with the Nobel Peace Prize (the first is our respected and
revered bishop Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo), I would be failing my
own historical heritage and conscience if I were to start this Nobel
lecture in another language other than in the language that unites
more than 200 million people in the five regions of the world.

It is with a deep feeling of humility that I join today with bishop
Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo to receive the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize
that has been bestowed on the people of East Timor.
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My eternal gratitude to those who nominated me. I am for ever
morally indebted to [them], and I can assure them, that God’s
modest gifts of health and wisdom to me will always be put to the
service of peace and justice not only for my country and people but
also for the cause of peace, freedom and democracy everywhere
where my faint voice can be heard.

My deepest appreciation goes to the Nobel Committee for having
chosen us for the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize. Your generosity in thin-
king of the wretched of the earth, and your courage in standing up
to the might of States, the cynicism and indifference of too many
and betrayal by some, tells also a lot about the soul and history of
courage of this great country of yours that fought bravely during
World War I1.

In recent years Norway has played a central role in fostering dia-
logue and peace among historical enemies. In the Middle East and
Central America, your discreet nature, determination and creativity
have proven that some of the world’s seemingly intractable conflicts
can be resolved when there is an honest mediator and when the par-
ties in the conflict are willing to end the war.

Small countries like Norway, Costa Rica and Portugal, and
others, can succeed in mediating conflicts when mighty powers
[have] failed. Diplomacy and mediation are not prerogatives of the
major powers. The small and medium-size countries without ambiti-
ons to a neo-imperial role and whose strength is their moral integri-
ty are best placed to open dialogue among the parties in a conflict.

The East Timorese Church

The real winner of the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize is our spiritual lea-
der, Dom Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo. He is the embodiment of the
East Timorese people’s resilience, moral rectitude, dignity and iden-
tity, and its long quest for peace and freedom. In Dom Carlos the
people of East Timor have found spiritual comfort and some sense
of security from the daily threats to their very existence.
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The people of East Timor owe almost everything to their Church.
Hence, the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize is a tribute to the whole church,
the courageous priests, nuns and lay workers and the people of East
Timor.

My share of the Nobel Peace Prize will go entirely to a foundati-
on to be called Peace and Democracy Dom Martinho da Costa Lop-
es. I know this is too small a tribute to this great man who gave his
life to his church and people.

The solidarity Movement
I would like also to express my gratitude to three organisations that
in the past honoured my people with less well-known awards but
with equal importance for our people. To Professor Thoralf Rafto
Human Rights Foundation from Bergen, Gleitsman Foundation,
from California, and the Un-Represented Nations and Peoples Orga-
nisation (UNPO) based in The Hague, goes my profound gratitude.
With the men, women and children in many parts of the world
who have given us so many years of their lives I wish to share this
moment of joy. Without the generous solidarity movement we
would be even poorer and alone. Some of our good friends have
passed away from this earth: Denis Freney, Michelle Turner, Michel
Robert, Carlos Vilares, the little and beautiful Sarah Taylor whom
God took away at age 15. We will remember them for ever.

Angola, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique,

Sao Tomé and Principe

My special greetings of friendship and eternal gratitude to my good
friend, President Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique, for having ta-
ken the trouble to fly to Oslo to be with us.

You have been with us in our most lonely years when the rest of
the world pretended we did not exist or offered us advice on how
best to surrender. From this noble rostrum I bow to your late pre-
decessor, Samora Moisés Machel, one of the greatest men Africa
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has known.

My special greetings and deepest gratitude to Presidents José
Eduardo dos Santos of Angola, Mascarenhas Monteiro of Cape
Verde, Nino Vieira of Guinea-Bissau, and Miguel Trovoada of Sdo
Tomé and Principe for their friendship and generosity.

Your peoples and countries have been with us through our lonely
years and I believe that you will be with us still in the years to
come.

To the people of Angola who have suffered beyond imagination
and are still in a painful process of national reconciliation, I extend
our solidarity and friendship.

Angola paid a heavy price for the liberation of Namibia and
South Africa. Yet there has not been enough recognition of the
enormous contribution that the two luso-phone countries, Angola
and Mozambique, gave to the liberation of Southern Africa.

Portugal

I wish to state from this august rostrum the eternal gratitude of the
people of East Timor and my own to the people of Portugal, the Pre-
sident, our good friend Dr. Jorge Sampaio and his predecessor, Dr.
Mario Soares, a man of principles and compassion.

Through Your Excellency, Mr. President, I humbly ask you to
convey to your wonderful and generous people, members of Parlia-
ment and government, past and present, our most heartfelt apprecia-
tion for your gallant efforts in support of our struggle.

For many years you fought a lonely battle in the European Union
against the indifference and even hostility of some of your partners.
You have shown not only to us the East Timorese but to other smal-
ler nations in the world that principles and morality have not been
taken over completely by mercantile interests.

Brazil
I recently visited Brazil and was warmly welcomed by everyone. |
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humbly ask the former President Itamar Franco to convey to the
current President Fernando Henrique Cardoso and through him to
all the people of Brazil our admiration and affection for your great
country and people. My warmest greetings to Betinho, Dom Paulo
Evaristo and Dom Hélder Camara, the conscience of the poor of
Brazil and the world.

Your Majesties: This speech belongs to someone else who should be
here today. He is an outstanding man of courage, tolerance and
statesmanship. Yet, this man is in prison for no crime other than his
ideas and vision of peace, freedom and dignity of his people.

Xanana Gusmado, leader of the people of East Timor, remains
incommunicado in a prison thousands of miles away from his coun-
try. His trial in 1993 was universally condemned as a charade and
was no more valid than the Dutch imprisonment and trial of the late
President Sukarno, founding father of the Indonesian Republic.

I bow to Xanana and through him to my good friend Nino Konis
Santana, David Alex, Tahur Matan Ruak, Fernando Aratijo and all
East Timorese prisoners of conscience in jails in East Timor and
Indonesia, to the thousands of victims of torture, widows and orp-
hans. I bow to the memory of Sabalae and the thousands of our dead.

Through Xanana I bow to my people with profound respect,
loyalty and humility because they are the martyrs, the real heroes
and peace-makers.

The New Order Regime and the Indonesian People
The East Timorese are not the exclusive victims of the Indonesian
New Order regime installed in 1965. For more than 30 years, the
Indonesian people have known massacres, imprisonment, torture,
ban on writers, journalists, academics and labour leaders. Moslems,
Catholics, Buddhists and Hindus have all known their share of
repression. The only non-discriminatory policy of the New Order
regime is when it comes to repression.

[ pay tribute to the many tens of thousands of Indonesians who
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died in their own struggle for freedom and democracy, who languis-
hed in the jails of the New Order, or were forced into exile in China,
Albania, USSR and Western Europe. I met many of them over the
years and shared long hours of conversation about our people’s suf-
fering and dreams.

The Lessons of the Jewish Holocaust

In 1939, a few months before the out-break [of] World War II, [Vice
President] Harry Truman read a passionate message from President
Roosevelt to the “National Meeting for Moral Rearmament” held in
Washington.

The same time as the conference delegates were listening and
applauding President Roosevelt’s moral speech, 900 Jewish refuge-
es on a boat from Germany anchored off Florida were waiting for a
decision from Washington as to whether they should find sanctuary
in the U.S. or be sent back.

Finally, word came that their application for refugee status had
been denied. The desperate refugees did not convince the morally
courageous delegates to the “National Meeting for Moral Rearma-
ment” that they had a valid fear of persecution. The 900 men,
women and children were sent back to Germany. Many ended up in
Hitler’s death camps.

More than half a century after the Jewish holocaust and centuries
after the genocide of the indigenous peoples of Australia and the
Americas, the same attitude that has allowed these crimes to take
place persist today.

Opinion-makers and leaders, academics, writers and journalists
who pretend to be objective and neutral in the face of racism and
discrimination, the rape of a small nation by a larger power, the per-
secution of a weaker people by a ruthless army must share the guilt.
No amount of intellectual arguments will suffice to erase their
responsibility.

Synagogues are still being desecrated. Gypsies are still discrimi-
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nated. Indigenous peoples continue to see their ancestral land taken
over by developers, their culture and beliefs, and their very existen-
ce reduced to a tourist commodity.

Like the Jews and Armenians in the past, like the Kurds, Gypsies,
Tibetans, Aborigines of Australia, Maoris of Aotearoa (New Zeal-
and), Kanaks of New Caledonia, the peoples of Western Sahara, and
the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas, the East Timorese are a
mere footnote of history, an expendable people.

Cold War Footnote
The conflict in East Timor can be traced back to the political con-
text of the Cold War.

You might recall a picture that made headlines in the spring of
1975. 1 refer to the picture of an American helicopter landing on the
rooftop of the U.S. Embassy in Saigon to rescue remaining diplo-
mats, CIA operatives and [a] few privileged South Vietnamese stoo-
ges as Saigon fell to the Vietcong. Cambodia and Laos followed.
This picture illustrated better than a thousand words the ignomini-
ous American retreat from Indochina.

In another continent, in the horn of Africa, the longest reigning
U.S. ally, emperor Hailé Selassié of Ethiopia, had been overthrown
a year earlier by radical army offices. Further South, the Portuguese
empire had collapsed. These events seemed to confirm Lyndon B.
Johnson’s domino theory which was the rationale for U.S. interven-
tion in Indochina.

It was in this geopolitical context that President Gerald Ford and
his Secretary of State, Henry Kissinger, visited Jakarta in early
December 1975 as part of an Asian tour to reassure leaders of the
region that the U.S. would continue to honour its security commit-
ments in Asia.

The invasion of East Timor which took place within hours of
Ford’s departure from Jakarta was a mere footnote in the Cold War
events of 1975. Thousands of East Timorese who died in the days,
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weeks, months and years that followed were mere footnotes to the
post-Vietnam and Cold Wars.

Inviolability of colonial Boundaries

One and a half year before these events, in June 1974, 1 visited Jak-
arta, in my capacity as secretary for Foreign Affairs of the Timorese
Social Democratic Association, that had just been created, less than
a month earlier. I had the privilege of meeting with the then Foreign
Minister of Indonesia, Mr. Adam Malik. After our third round of
talks, Mr. Malik addressed to me a letter which read in part:

The independence of every country is the right of every nation, with
no exception for the people of [East] Timor;

...whoever will govern in Timor in the future after independence
can be assured that the government of Indonesia will always strive
to maintain good relations, friendship and co-operation for the ben-
efit of both countries.

The following year, in April 1975, I again visited Indonesia and
met with President Suharto’s senior adviser, Gen. Ali Mortopo, to
whom I reiterated our collective desire to develop friendly relations
with Indonesia. Gen. Mortopo reassured me that Indonesia harbou-
red no territorial ambitions over East Timor. However, we soon lear-
ned that the word of an Indonesian general or diplomat can be bro-
ken as easily as it is spoken.

Some simple but fundamental issues need to be addressed. Does
Indonesia have a valid historical claim to East Timor?

The current boundary of the Republic of Indonesia is a product
of the Dutch East Indies administration. West New Guinea was
absorbed by the Republic not because of a reasonable historical,
cultural, ethnic kinship or geographic continuity. The only link that
Jjustified the annexation was West New Guinea’s brief colonisation
by the Dutch.

The arbitrary carving up of Africa at the Berlin Conference [in
1885] can be blamed for some of Africa’s problems today but respe-
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ct for the colonial boundaries, as unfair as most might be, has provi-
ded some peace and stability and kept most of Africa, Latin Ameri-
ca and Asia from disintegrating.

Saddam Hussein of Iraq attempted to redraw the map and rectify
what he perceived to be an unfair colonial legacy by invading
Kuwait [in August 1990]. Iran has long-standing claims over Bah-
rain. In Latin America there are some inter-state territorial disputes
as a result of perceived unfair border delimitation.

The Right of Peoples to Self-determination

From the Chittagong Hill Tracts in Bangladesh to Bougainville,
Kurdistan, Sri Lanka, India, Tibet, Chechnya, Ogoni, West Papua,
millions of peoples seek to assert their most fundamental rights
and if we attempt to find a common denominator for the problems
I have just listed there is one: the right of peoples to self-determina-
tion.

In most cases the demands are not for secession. They are about
their survival as a people with a language and a culture, with their
land and environment protected from rapacious multinationals.
Only when these basic demands are not met there has been recourse
to other forms of struggle with an escalation in their demands.

While self-determination in the decolonisation process of the
non-self-governing territories almost always led to independence,
this is not the case in most of the conflicts of today. The cases of
Western Sahara and East Timor, are the two most salient failures of
decolonisation. In the case of Western Sahara, the UN has allowed
itself to be a pawn in the machinations of a minor regional power,
[Moroccol].

The preservation of the territorial integrity of a country can be
achieved only if those in power are sensitive to the basic demands
and aspirations of the many indigenous peoples and nationalities
that make up the country.

Brute force might silence and keep dormant the dreams and aspi-
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rations of a people but the anger simmering for decades will inevi-
tably resurface and break up the country.

The Right of the People of East Timor to Self-determination
The right of the people of East Timor to self-determination is wide-
ly recognised. Apart from the former Spanish territory of Western
Sahara, East Timor is the largest non-self-governing territory in the
UN GA decolonisation list which dates back to 1960.

The UN General Assembly and Security Council have adopted a
total of 10 resolutions on the question of East Timor all reaffirming
this right.

In its ruling of 30 June 1995 on the Case Concerning East Timor,
Portugal Vs Australia, the International Court of Justice stated that
the right of self-determination has an erga omnes character and that
the people of East Timor are entitled to it.

Dialogue without Pre-conditions and the CNRM Peace Plan
The Israeli-Palestinian peace talks and South Africa’s transition to
democracy give us renewed hope in that they demonstrate that see-
mingly intractable problems can be resolved if there is political will
and vision by all involved.

In this room today there are East Timorese leaders of every per-
suasion, some have come all the way from East Timor, Portugal and
Australia, and I can speak for all when I say that we are ready to
enter into a process of dialogue with the Indonesian authorities,
under the auspices of the United Nations, without pre-conditions, to
explore all possible ideas towards a comprehensive settlement of the
conflict.

In 1992, after thorough consultation with our people in the coun-
try, Xanana Gusmao gave his seal of authority to what is now
known as the CNRM Peace Plan which was formally presented to a
meeting of the European Parliament in Brussels on 22 April 1992.
The CNRM proposal remains valid as a modest contribution



towards finding a solution to the conflict.

Phase One — Humanitarian Phase

This phase, which should take up to two years to be fully implemen-
ted, would involve all three parties [East Timor, Indonesia and Por-
tugal] working with the UN to implement a wide range of “confi-
dence building measures”, (CBMs) but would not deal with the core
of the problem which is the issue of self-determination.

These CBMs must include release of all prisoners, end of torture
and summary executions and a drastic reduction in Indonesia’s tro-
op presence in the territory.

These are some of the ideas which I believe could be implemen-
ted immediately without loss of face for Indonesia. Its international
standing would improve significantly and its presence in the territo-
ry would be less resented, thus relieving a very tense situation.

In view of the time constraints, the full text of this plan is atta-
ched to this speech.

Phase Two — Autonomy, 5 Years

Phase two, lasting between five to ten years, would be a period of
genuine political autonomy based on ample powers vested in a
local, democratically elected Territorial People’s Assembly.

At the end of the second phase, the autonomous status of the ter-
ritory could be extended by mutual accord.

The East Timorese people, having enjoyed a period of peace and
freedom without the presence of the most hated symbol of the occu-
pation, the army, might accept to continue this form of association.

Conversely, the changing generation, attitudes and perception in
Indonesia might result in Indonesia accepting as natural that East
Timor becomes independent.

Phase Three — Self-determination
If all parties agree that Phase Three should enter into effect immedi- 0k
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ately, then the UN begins to prepare a referendum on self-determi-
nation to determine the final status of the territory.

If, God willing, East Timor becomes independent, ladies and
gentlemen, allow me to share with you, our vision for our country’s
future and role in the region.

Our Vision for the Future

East Timor is at the cross-roads of three major cultures: Melanesian
which binds us to our brothers and sisters of the South Pacific re-
gion; Malay-Polynesian binding us to Southeast Asia; and the Latin
Catholic influence, a legacy of almost 500 years of Portuguese
colonisation. This rich historical and cultural existence places us in
a unique position to build bridges of dialogue and co-operation be-
tween the peoples of the region.

Portugal

East Timor will maintain close ties with Portugal, a country which
colonised us for almost half a millennium has shown an abiding
commitment to our right to self-determination. Portugal and East
Timor will be most valuable partners for ASEAN in its relations
with the European Union, Africa and Latin America.

Australia and the South Pacific

The majority of the East Timorese residents outside the country are
in Australia. In spite of our sadness over Australia’s role on East
Timor [ wish to state here our deepest appreciation to Australia for
the shelter, hospitality and generosity shown to the thousands of
East Timorese refugees on Australian soil.

We appreciate the many representations the previous and current
governments of Australia have made to impress upon the govern-
ment of Indonesia regarding the human rights situation in East
Timor. No other Western country has been more persistent in this
regard.
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We fought together during World War II and many East Timorese
gave their lives for our common cause. Now and in the future, we
look up to Australia for help. An independent East Timor will seek
close relations with Australia and membership in the South Pacific
Forum.

ASEAN and APEC

We are conscious of our geography which compels us to co-exist
with our neighbours in that part of the world. We will seek member-
ship in ASEAN and APEC within days of our independence.

A Zone of Peace

We will not have a standing army. For our external security, we will
rely on a Treaty of Neutrality to be guaranteed by the permanent
members of the Security Council. We will endeavour with the UN
and our neighbours to declare our region and the seas surrounding
East Timor a Zone of Peace and Development.

Rule of Law

We will endeavour to build a strong democratic state based on the
rule of law which must emanate from the will of the people expres-
sed through free and democratic elections.

Human Rights and international Obligations
All international human rights treaties will be submitted to the
Parliament for ratification.

We believe that human rights transcend boundaries and must
prevail over state sovereignty.

We will introduce into the school curriculum at an early stage
starting in the kinder gardens the subject of human rights.

We will actively work with like-minded countries, NGOs and the
media to strengthen the UN human rights machinery.

G7
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Amnesty and national Reconciliation

East Timorese now serving in the Indonesian administration in East
Timor, the security forces and police, should not fear an indepen-
dent East Timor. They will be invited to stay on. Their full and ac-
tive involvement in running the country will be necessary to insure
a smooth transition.

Our society will not be based on revenge. Because of its credibi-
lity and standing, the Catholic Church will be expected to play a
major role in the healing process of our society.

In August 1975 too many East Timorese died in a brief but vio-
lent civil strife. Many more died even after the invasion because
some in the leadership of the movement I belonged to, took upon
themselves the role of judges and executioners.

National Reconstruction and Development
East Timor is a relatively small country. But with an area of 18,889
square kilometres and a total population of 700,000 (1974 figures),
it is at least equal to, if not larger, in size and population, than some
40 independent states.

It is potentially self-sufficient in most agricultural goods, meat and
fish. It has large reserves of oil, natural gas, marble and manganese.

The invasion up-rooted thousands of people. Properties were
abandoned, destroyed or sold at unfair prices. This situation will be
redressed. A voluntary resettiement plan will be effected to allow
the many tens of thousands of displaced East Timorese to return to
their ancestral lands. We believe in free education and health care
for our people. The money saved from not having a standing army
will be well used in these areas.

With the co-operation of WHO we will seek to eradicate malaria,
tuberculosis and other preventable diseases within a decade.

Indonesian Migrants
It is estimated that over 100,000 Indonesians are now living in East



Timor. Most are poor Indonesians who came to our country looking
for a better life. Indonesian migrants in East Timor will be welcome
to stay.

The Suharto regime, its achievements and what it should do

No one can honestly suggest that the 30-year regime of Gen.
Suharto has not done good for Indonesia. The record of the past 20
years has been impressive. The Suharto regime lifted the Indonesian
economy from extreme poverty to the status of an economic tiger.
Living standards, literacy, health care and food production increased
to impressive levels.

President Suharto can show leadership by releasing all prisoners,
meeting Indonesia’s greatest living author, Pramoedya Ananta Toer,
Megawati Sukarnoputri, leader of the PDI, daughter of Indonesia’s
founding father, the late Bung Karno, Muchtar Pakpahan, Indonesi-
a’s Lech Walesa, Sri Bintang, George Aditjondro, Indonesia’s most
decorated environmentalist.

Suharto should talk and listen to the wise and most respected Mos-
lem scholar Abdurramanh Wahid who is here today with us in Oslo.

The leaders and militants of the PRD are among the best children
of Indonesia. Instead of hunting them he should invite them to his
palace for dialogue about the future.

Fostering a democratic and peaceful Transition in Indonesia
No country, no matter how rich and endowed with natural resources,
is an island into itself. In an increasingly smaller world and compe-
titive age, where modern electronic communications break the bar-
riers of silence erected by dictators, Indonesia cannot continue to
flout the right of the people of East Timor to self-determination and
the rule of law in Indonesia.

The next two to three years will witness a transition in Indonesia.
Australia, New Zealand, the U.S., Canada and the European Union
can encourage a peaceful, evolutionary transition with a discreet yet
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firm policy of pushing for democratic reforms and rule of law in
Indonesia and for a genuine act of self-determination in East Timor.

The Role of the international Community

We are as determined as we are optimistic about our future. To
Indonesia and our other neighbours in the ASEAN we are offering a
hand of friendship and appealing to them to help us bring peace and
freedom to East Timor.

The European Union, working with the U.S., Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, Japan and Indonesia’s partners in ASEAN, can acce-
lerate the on-going dialogue under the auspices of the UN secretary-
general, give it some impetus and real substance.

The U.S. Administration is the only major power that has adopted
some concrete measures to encourage changes in Indonesia and
East Timor. I express here our sincere appreciation to President
Clinton for his actions on East Timor and I appeal to him to lend his
youthful energy and compassion towards a permanent resolution of
the conflict which he once described as “unconscionable.”

The West and Arms Sales

We are not asking that Indonesia be punished with comprehensive
economic sanctions. We believe that economic engagement with a
country can at times foster positive changes through the develop-
ment of a democratically conscious class.

However, we find it repulsive that the Western countries that
more loudly make rhetorical speeches about human rights are the
ones that manufacture most weapons that have killed more than 20
million people in the developing world since World War I1.

Land mines, torture equipment, cluster bombs, chemical weapons
are weapons designed to inflict pain and death on human beings.
Most victims are civilians, women and children. How can arms
manufacturers, weapons designers, plant managers, politicians, who
have families of their own whom they love, be so insensitive when it
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comes to the suffering of other human beings?

Human Rights and “Asian Values”

The peoples of Burma, Thailand, the Philippines, South Korea, and
the democracy movements in China and Indonesia are telling the
rest of the world that democracy and human rights are not an inven-
tion of the West.

The thousands of Asians who died in the streets of Manila, Ban-
gkok, Jakarta, Rangoon, Beijing, did not die for a so-called “Asian
value” that denies the people of Asia the basic and fundamental fre-
edoms enjoyed in Europe, Latin America and in an increasing num-
ber of countries in Africa.

South Korea

The brave people of Korea who endured decades of dictatorship and
occupation won the struggle for democracy not with guns but with
their tenacity in fighting the troops in the streets of Seoul and
Kwangju.

The South Korean people can also show greater courage by being
magnanimous and forgive those who have done wrong. Sometimes
in history individuals in power are driven to commit wanton crimes
but those who survive and are in power today should resist the
temptation to exact revenge in the name of justice.

The death sentence must be abolished and the brave people of
Korea should set the example by commuting the death sentence on
former President Chun Do Hwan. From here [ appeal to my Korean
friends not to exact revenge against those who have been defeated.
In victory be magnanimous.

Burma
I extend our most heartfelt solidarity to the brave people of Burma

and their elected leader, Nobel Peace Laureate Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi, in their struggle for democracy, rule of law and human rights. el
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At a time when some ASEAN rulers are conniving with the SLORC
regime to deny the people of Burma their democratic victory, we
must all stand up and redouble our efforts to restore democracy to
Burma.

The U.S. and the European Union must be commended for their
leadership in support of the restoration of democracy in Burma but
they must escalate the pressure with additional diplomatic and eco-
nomic sanctions against the SLORC.

[ also fully endorse the recommendations on Burma adopted by
the Forum of Democratic Leaders in the Asia Pacific led by Kim
Dae Jung and Cory Aquino in their recent meeting in Manila.

China, Taiwan, Tibet

When the UN Security Council debated the issue of East Timor in
1975 and 1976, China was our closest ally. I worked closely with
very able Chinese diplomats. In spite of the indifference of the other
four permanent members, China, along with other non-permanent
members, succeeded in pushing the Security Council to adopt two
resolutions on East Timor.

It is with this feeling of gratitude and admiration for China that I
appeal to the Chinese leaders to listen to their own people’s opini-
ons and desires for a more open society, based on the rule of law,
democracy, freedom of speech. These are after all rights that are
granted to each Chinese citizen by their own Constitution.

Wei Jing Zhen is one of Chinas best children. He is being wasted
away when his talents could best be used in the service of his fellow
Chinese people and country.

The people of Taiwan have shown great maturity, responsibility
and commitment to peace and democracy. While there is no dispute
that Taiwan is part of China, as long as there is no progress on the
issue of peaceful reunification of the two countries, I believe that
the cause of dialogue and peace can best be served if Taiwan is
granted observer status in the UN as was the case in the past with
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South and North Korea, South and North Vietnam. After all, China
has not objected to Taiwan and Hong Kong joining the APEC.

China should listen to the voice of peace and moderation of the
Tibetan people. For many years the Tibetan spiritual leader, His
Holiness the Dalai Lama, has offered a moderate peace proposal to
the Chinese authorities to settle the Tibetan conflict.

Cyprus

Cyprus, a shining example of democracy and tolerance, remains
divided and occupied by a NATO ally [Turkey] whose history of
aggression and violence is well-known.

Recently I received a letter signed by the students of Classes C11
and C22 of Kykko B Lyceum in Nicosia who wrote:

“Your homeland is an occupied country at the far end of the oce-
an. Our homeland lies partly occupied at the far end of the Mediter-
ranean. We live in a divided city and we cannot cross the dividing
line...”

To the students of Kykko B Lyceum I can only say that like the
ancient Armenia you too will recover your lost land.

The Prophets of Doom

The world has changed dramatically over the last few years and the
theorists of irreversibility and statis quo have been discredited by
the collapse of the USSR.

Who would have thought it possible that the great Armenian
people, persecuted for hundreds of years would regain a country
called Armenia? The entire world conspired against the Eritrean
people. Americans, Russians and Cubans all connived against that
small nation. Two great nations, Israelis and Palestinians, who swo-
re eternal hatred have shown courage and wisdom and begun a
painful process of dialogue. In South Africa, former enemies are
trying to rebuild their common home.

Last but not least, for the prophets of doom, for those in govern-
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ment who counsel us “realism,” allow me to remind them of a news
item in the ever reliable BBC a few years ago.

It was sometime in early 1992 and I was driving from the small
Swiss town of Nyon, to the Palais des Nations in Geneva, to yet
another round of futility in a place where some diplomats pretend to
be too busy to listen to real problems of real peoples.

The BBC was telling us the story of a Soviet cosmonaut who had
gone into space a few months earlier on one of those record-brea-
king missions in space. When he was blasted off from somewhere in
the Soviet Union he carried a passport and a nationality granted to
him by the most feared military empire in the world.

Once he completed his tour of duty for the pride of the socialist
motherland he prepared the spacecraft for its return voyage to earth.
But he no longer had a country to return to. The mighty empire had
ceased to exist. He was forced to circle the earth a few days longer
until people of good will on earth decided to which country he sho-
uld go to.

With this note, I will end with renewed hope that no matter the
level of brute force used against us, our dreams will never die.

God bless you all. Thank you.

The official Nobel Peace Prize speeches of Francis Sejersted, Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo and
José Ramos-Horta are quoted by permission. Copyright (c) The Nobel Foundation, Stock-
holm, 1996.
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The CNRM Peace Plan

Phase One (one to two years to be implemented)

The CNRM does not pretend that this plan is the only blue-
print for a peaceful resolution of the East Timor conflict.
However, it believes that at least it can be the basis for dis-
cussion by all parties.

This phase of the talks must focus on achieving:

* Immediate end to all armed activities in East Timor;

* Reduction of Indonesian troop presence to a maximum of
1,000 within a six-month period;

* Removal of all heavy weapons, tanks, helicopters, combat
aircraft, long-range artillery;

* Immediate and unconditional release of all political priso-
ners;

* Reduction by 50 per cent of Indonesian civil servants in
East Timor;

* Stationing in the territory of UN Specialised Agencies
such as UNICEF, UNDP, WHO, FAO;

* A comprehensive census of the population;

* Establishment of an independent Human Rights Commis-
sion under the Catholic Bishop;

* Lifting of all media control by the army;

* Freedom of political activities;

* Removal of restrictions on the teaching of Portuguese; a
Portuguese Cultural Institute is set up;

* Appointment of a resident Representative of the UN secre-
tary-general.
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Phase Two — Autonomy phase (5 to 10 years)

Full implementation of phase one is a pre-requisite for the
successful implementation of phase two. Elections for a Ter-
ritorial Assembly will be free and fair only if they are condu-
cted after the full implementation of phase one.

The following must be implemented in the second phase:

*

ES

* ¥ ¥ *

Political parties, including those advocating independence
for East Timor, are legalised;

The European Union sets up a legation in East Timor hea-
ded by a senior Portuguese official;

Elections are held for a Territorial Assembly. The UN to
provide technical support and supervision of the entire
process;

Only Timorese identified as such may vote and be eligible;
The Assembly elects a Governor of the Territory;

The Assembly and the Governor have a 5-year mandate;
The Territory may enter into trade relations with foreign
countries, promulgate its own laws affecting investment,
land ownership, property, immigration, etc.;

Remaining Indonesian troops are withdrawn within three
months;

The Territory will have no army. A police force is trained
by the UN and is placed under the elected governor;
Further reduction of Indonesian civil servants;

Portugal and Indonesia normalise relations.

The second phase can be extended only if a 2/3 majority of
the Assembly deputies vote for such an extension and this
recommendation has to be put to a referendum.




This referendum is a safeguard for the people since there is
no guarantee that the Territorial Assembly members will
reflect the true sentiments of the people on such a crucial
issue.

It is obvious that if the result of this referendum results in
a majority rejection of the extension of the autonomy status
the implication will be that the people will reject integration
in Indonesia.

Phase Three (referendum on self-determination)

If the Territorial Assembly rejects an extension of the autono-
my phase, or if the Assembly votes in support of an extension
but this vote is rejected in a referendum, then the final status
of the territory is resolved.

A UN-supervised referendum is held on the three options
provided for in the UN General Assembly Resolution 1514
(XV) of 15 December 1960: independence, free association
(with the colonial power Portugal) or integration with another
independent state (Indonesia).

A referendum must be held within one year of the end of
Phase Two.
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9. Health and Hospitals

By Helga Biirgel

.rimor is situated at the most easterly tip of the Indonesian archipe-
lago and is 500 kilometres long and 100 kilometres broad. Geologi-
cally it belongs to the non-volcanic southern arc of the Sunda
mountain system. The climate is dry and hot, only between Novem-
ber and February is there a short rainy season. The vegetation of the
meagre soil consists of savannah and what remains of the once rich
sandalwood forests.

For the 400 years up to 1975 the eastern part of the island was
under Portuguese colonial rule. The Portuguese had exploited the
rich sandalwoods of the island. On the other hand, the development
of coffee plantations and the strategic position of the island were of
importance. The western part of the island, like the whole of pre-
sent-day Indonesia, was under Dutch colonial rule, gaining indepen-
dence in 1945.

In the middle of 1975 Portugal experienced difficulties with its
African colonies and at home, and as a consequence the colonial
troops were withdrawn from East Timor within the shortest possible
time and with no arrangements for the future of the country. Within
weeks of the end of a short period of civil war in East Timor, Fretil-
in, one of the three parties that emerged, was elected to government
and began to organise the administration of the country. All attemp-
ts of the Indonesian government to force them to join Indonesia by
means of launching an opposition party were unsuccessful.

The anti-communist generals in Jakarta disliked the popularity of
Fretilin, who were branded as Marxists, and they were afraid of a
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Some of the 150 children in the orphanage at Veniale. Photo by Pat Smythe

communist bridgehead in Timor. With the authorisation of the U.S.
and Australian governments, Indonesia invaded the country on 7
December 1975 and annexed East Timor as its 27th province. How-
ever, the population resisted strongly. Ninety per cent supported
Fretilin, which was now, perforce, turned into a guerrilla organisati-
on. The Indonesian government, with the support of many Western
countries like the United States, Australia, Germany and Britain,
then employed more and more drastic methods of suppression to
ensure their power over the country.

East Timor was rigorously shielded from international scrutiny
and more and more soldiers were brought into the country. Many
people who had fled to the mountains were lured back with false
promises. Their villages were systematically destroyed and the
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people were forced to settle in strategically sited villages along the
main roads which were built in great haste for troop movements.
Many well-authenticated cruelties occurred in this period.”

In 1989, within certain limits, the country was opened for tou-
rism again partly in response to pressure of world opinion (includ-
ing 10 United Nations resolutions) and as a result of the collapse of
many former Communist governments in the eastern world.

Personal Experiences

I came to East Timor as a tourist in September 1991. I had been
concerned with the independence of East Timor in the 1970s as part
of my work in the Vietnam Solidarity Movement, and I came into
contact with the Salesians — a Catholic order working also in East
Timor — by chance through a charity that is working in my region. I
decided to extend my holiday trip to Bali and take a 10-day excur-
sion to East Timor.

On my arrival in Dili, I was met by two Salesian Sisters who
received me and my travel companion very cordially, gave us
accommodation for a whole week and treated us like members of
the family. On the very day of our arrival we drove with Sister P. to
Venilale, which is a fairly large village in the middle of the mounta-
ins. I could already see some of the country’s main problems: forest
areas have been cleared, the soil is extensively eroded, villages
along the main roads are poor, with people living in often rams-
hackle huts made out of natural materials giving them a poor quali-
ty of shelter.

Evidence of military activity is widespread — ruined stone
houses, graveyards, police posts, heavy weapons and tank tracks on
the roads. Soldiers are seen everywhere. With heavy weapons, they
patrol in groups, in markets, in the villages, searching vehicles on
the roads, driving trucks recklessly on the narrow mountain roads —
more than once we were nearly forced over the edge by military
cars. Indonesian soldiers are armed with modern automatic wea-



pons, while soldiers of Timorese appearance carry old guns. The
whole country gives the impression of being under occupation.

Moreover, the large number of graveyards is impressive and
inspection of the dates of deaths shows that most people have died
within the last 15 years. Independent witnesses estimate that more
than 200,000 people have died within the last 16 years through mur-
der, under-nourishment or disease, directly or indirectly as a con-
sequence of the Indonesian invasion.

We were based in rooms in Venilale from where we visited Fat-
umaca, Los Palos and Baucau. For two afternoons I took part in the
outdoor clinic in Venilale, and on one half-day I accompanied Sister
P. to Badumory, a small village where she holds an outdoor climic
once a week. I visited the Puskesmas, that is the health service of
the Indonesian government, in Venilale. I saw a malaria screening
session in a school and had a long discussion with the doctor of the
Puskesmas, who enabled me to visit the hospital at Baucau where [
spoke at length with the physicians.

I visited Fatumaca and took part in a surgery in a village nearby
with the orderly of the outpatient unit. In Los Palos I visited the out-
patient unit and met the Canossa Sisters working there. I also saw
the schools of the Salesians in Los Palos and made a brief visit to
the agricultural school in Fuiloro. Everywhere I went 1 was heartily
welcomed, asked to give my opinion on medical matters and taken
on house calls in the villages.

My impression is that the standard of health among the Timorese
is very poor and the measures being taken by the Indonesian
government are having no impact on the cycle of poverty, numbers
of children being born, malnutrition and illness.

Especially after the events at the end of last year [the Santa Cruz
massacre in November 1991], the feeling remains that, on the con-
trary, for the Indonesian government, a solution that includes the
death of a large number of people, whether by disease or direct
intervention, is on the whole acceptable. Although rudimentary,

i3
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church facilities seem to offer the best basis for bringing about effe-
ctive change and improvement for the population in this part of the
world at the moment.

Civil Rights Abuses

Obviously the health situation cannot be divorced from the political
context of the country. Everywhere in East Timor the people are
longing for their independence as much today as they were 16 years
ago. This wish is openly expressed again and again at the greatest
possible risk. The sole answer the Indonesian government had for
this was violence.

Of course local people cannot forget the forced military occupati-
on of their country — every family has its dead and injured to
remember. And the army continues to control the country through
terror. Spying, house searches and killings are everyday occurren-
ces, and from time to time people disappear.

The Hotel Flamboyant in Baucau has been partly converted into
an interrogation and torture centre. The presence of the Internatio-
nal Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), with the special task of
monitoring conditions of detained prisoners, testifies to the truth of
these assertions. The work of this organisation is permanently and
systematically handicapped; for example, after the massacre of
November 1991, ICRC members could not visit the detained priso-
ners for many days on the pretext that they would interfere with the
interrogations.

I was shown many examples of violence. Mr. Aleixio Ximenes,
elected president of the Baucau parliament, member of UDT and
convinced of the need of national independence, informed me that
only two weeks before my arrival the military had been behind a
plot to have him assassinated, that even the Timorese employed by
the Indonesian government are spied on and treated as second class
citizens — giving them an even greater motivation for seeing an
independent East Timor.
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It comes, therefore, as no surprise that local people are suspicious
of all government-led programmes or agricultural projects. Who
wants to take advice when the advisor is an Indonesian soldier with
a rifle in his hand?

The Indonesian government has used the army to destroy villages
and forcibly remove people, the idea being that they resettle along
roadsides where control is easier. Many had to leave the terraced
and irrigated fields, now left untended. They all remember forced
early morning roll-call at times when they had to go to field work,
and even today from time to time people disappear from field work
and never come back. How could anyone imagine that the peasants
of East Timor would accept lessons in agriculture and construction
from these same soldiers?

The local military command has forbidden villagers to provide
food and clothing for their relations in Fretilin when they come
back from the forests at night, and civil servants are supposed to
report any such contacts being made. Methods of forcing people
into denouncing others are multiple and violent. They offer money
or threaten their lives, and very often these threats have been carried
out. So there are many spies. How can these civil servants expect to
launch successful immunisation campaigns and have their advice
followed, still less be accepted as friends?

In contrast, the Catholic Church has credibility among the Timo-
rese. The church has always been neutral and in its defence of the
rights of the individuals has even found itself in the firing line.
Even today in church-run schools many pupils are the children of
Fretilin members, but the priests do not exclude them on that acco-
unt. Schools run by the church are also better than those run by the
government. They are built solidly and offer a broad-based educati-
on. Government schools, on the contrary, seem to be a sham. Pupils
do not have books but learn by rote. The final results in East Timor
government schools are below Indonesian standards.

After the invasion, the Indonesians had killed nearly all the Timo-
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rese teachers who had begun to build up an education system. Then
Indonesians teachers, who could not speak the native language,
were sent to Timor. Nowadays pupils have to learn Bahasa Indo-
nesian.

In a village school in Venilale that I visited there were four very
dark classrooms, with benches and tables and about 60 children in
every classroom, all of them small and thin. I did not see a single
book. The children owned copybooks with the letters crooked, obvi-
ously copied without any system. I was told repeatedly that children
have great difficulty in following the lessons; because of their mal-
nutrition they cannot concentrate for long.

The large number of adults murdered or disappeared in jail or
elsewhere has created an extremely high number of orphans. Some
have to be fed by their relatives, impairing their living conditions,
others are brought up in the continuously growing church orpha-
nages.

Agriculture and Nutrition

Agriculture on the meagre soils of East Timor was always based on
traditional methods; the plough was unknown and the soil was bro-
ken up by letting water buffaloes trample over the fields, or by dig-
ging sticks. But because of the favourable climate and well organi-
sed village structures, food supply in the villages was sufficient in
the past; a good variety of edible plants was available.

But now the effects of forced moves have left fields uncultivated,
and the scorched earth tactics of the Indonesian army have led to
deforestation and erosion. As a result of military actions and intimi-
dation the inhabitants were prevented from working in the fields.
New fields worked by the old methods brought insufficient harvest.
The male members from many families have fled to work in the res-
istance or are in jail or murdered. Knowledge cannot be transmitted.
A whole new generation has grown up under war conditions and
much knowledge seems to be lost.



Even if peasants can grow enough food for their own needs, some
of it has to be sold on the market to pay for shoes, clothing and
other essentials. Small, undernourished and ill-looking women are
seen in the markets in East Timor selling a few maize cobs or sweet
potatoes or a chicken.

There is a very low level of knowledge about nutrition and good
practice in the preparation of food. The stable diet consists of a mai-
ze porridge or plain rice with no vegetables or meat. There are very
few cows on the island so that very little milk is available. Breastfe-
eding is the only source of infant food, and if the mother is unable
to produce enough milk her infant will die or become, while under-
nourished, vulnerable to infections.

Health Problems

The well-known problems of a Third World country are complicated
by the special conditions in East Timor, resulting from its political
situation and the predominant customs. The two fundamental pro-
blems are malnutrition and lack of hygiene. The most prevalent
diseases are tuberculosis, endemic malaria, pneumonia, parasitic
infestations, skin infections and severe anaemia, especially in chil-
dren and women after many childbirths, and are related to undernut-
rition.

Tuberculosis is widespread and the undernourished Timorese are ‘
easy victims. Within three days in the outdoor clinics I saw at least
20 cases of severe lymph node tuberculosis, with some abscesses,
and several women with severe cavitation of the lung. Tuberculosis
is commonly transmitted from mother to child, and entire families
have been wiped out; I have seen a family consisting of five chil-
dren between two and 13 years who had recently lost their parents
through this disease. Three of the children were also very ill, infect-
ed with the condition, as probably were the other two. Two more
sisters had been in Baucau hospital for a week for their TB treat-
ment.
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Parasites and skin infections are the results of poor awareness of
hygiene. The simple grass huts standing on the bare soil are
crawling with insects and all animals in the region roam freely.
People who have been forcibly resettled are less likely to build their
huts on stilts, the traditional way of construction, that gave some
protection against vermin. Today domestic animals run through the
open huts, there are no toilets and hardly any running water, chil-
dren have to be raised without nappies, leading to the spread of
parasites through animal and human faeces.

Child mortality is high. I saw one mother breastfeeding her
second living new-born child; she had lost five other children
within their first year of life. The women are tired at 30 after multi-
ple pregnancies, and easily become victims to tuberculosis. There is
no gynaecological support. Birth takes place at home with ancient
and often unhealthy customs.

One of these is to burn an open fire in the hut of a parturient
woman until the child is four weeks old. The new-born child is not
dressed during this time. As the huts have no chimney, mother and
child are sitting the whole time in dense smoke which damages the
baby’s sensitive lungs. A midwife is only called if there are compli-
cations in the birth. If a hospital stay is needed it is very difficult to
transport the women there because of the bad conditions of the
roads, and even in hospital too often there is no help. There are
many eye infections in children, some of which can lead to blind-
ness.

Health Facilities
There is a large hospital in Dili, capital of East Timor, which I could
not visit, but which has a good reputation. Several medical speciali-
sts practise in Dili. There is another hospital in Baucau and a smal-
ler one in Los Palos.

At the time of my visit, Baucau hospital had three working doct-
ors, two of whom were Indonesian students sent over by the govern-
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ment for two years to do their internship, not fully trained and
lacking experience. One of them is also responsible for the local
Puskemas. There is also supposed to be a paediatrician, whom I did
not meet, and also a dentist. The dentist is said to extract teeth
because there is no time or material to make fillings and therefore
people are afraid of going there and when they do go it is often too
late.

The hospital buildings are situated on a large plot of land. They
are new but poorly equipped and managed. Everything is in short
supply. Starting with the food, I was told that the hospital kitchen
would supply all patients with food of first or second standard. But
the kitchen was out at 11 a.m., a single rice pot was cooking, and
many patients’ family members were cooking meals on campfires at
the back of buildings.

Hygiene is abysmal, the washroom, if existent, is often dirty,
bedsteads corroded. Patients with tuberculosis were only separated
from surgical patients by a curtain, although at the time of my visit
the hospital was not full. I saw incorrectly applied plaster casts. The
treatment of seriously ill patients is made impossible by lack of equ-
ipment such as bladder catheters, nasogastric tubes, artificial nutriti-
on, and disposable materials. Medical supplies are only delivered
every three months, always less than required. Infusions are in short
supply and cannot be produced locally. The surgical emergency
room was very dirty with a single, faulty AMBU bag.

The operating theatre was equipped with the basic necessities but
was unhygienic. There was a modern anaesthetic breathing machine
that could not be used because anaesthetic gases (nitrous oxide and
halothane) were not available; anaesthesia is performed with an
ancient ether evaporator, if oxygen, that has to be delivered from
Dili, is available. During my visit I was told that the oxygen supply
was interrupted because the oxygen-filling machine in Dili was bro-
ken. Only a few basic laboratory tests are possible, fewer than are
found in the average practice at home [in Germany]. 170
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Blood for transfusion has to be brought in from Dili (6 hours’ drive
away), so that urgent transfusions are impossible. Blood grouping
and matching is inadequate, and the Rhesus factor cannot be cross-
matched. This did not seem to disturb the doctors much, as they
estimated only 10 per cent of the Indonesian population to be rhesus
negative!

It has to be said that although the doctors are inexperienced and
overtaxed under the stress of the conditions, they are certainly wil-
ling and enthusiastic. Obviously, this description would not be out
of place in many Third World countries. However, the frustrating
fact is that Baucau Hospital has the potential but is being neglected.
The wards are half-empty although there is no shortage of patients.
The Puskemas, established by the Indonesian government in every
largish town, only cover some 30 per cent of the health care needed,
and 70 per cent of their work is concentrated on organising campa-
igns for the early detection of malaria, tuberculosis, vaccination,
prevention of infections, advice on nutrition, family planning and so
on.

As already noted, Indonesian students are working as doctors
doing their internship, working independently without medical
supervision but under the control of the military. They are offered
inducements to work in Timor and even higher incentives if they
stay on once here. They do not speak Tetum, the language most spo-
ken in Timor, and have hardly any practical experience. They do not
have the supplies for an adequate service, and sometimes the Puske-
mas doctors in Venilale have to ask the Sisters for antibiotics. In
some cases the local people were too suspicious to take drugs pres-
cribed for them by the Puskemas. Some of the Puskemas can per-
form simple laboratory checks such as haemoglobin.

Hundreds of people go to the very committed church health wor-
kers in the weekly outdoor clinics and surgeries, and they usually
follow the Sisters” advice. However, they are overworked and what
they do achieve is a drop in the ocean. There are some experienced



workers among them, but most are semi-skilled. Very little diagno-
stic work can be undertaken, and diagnosis is mainly based on ver-
bal complaints from the patients. Even a superficial physical check-
up is impossible when surrounded by crowds of patients with no
privacy. Sometimes antibiotics are given for ‘safety’s sake’, often
with too low a dosage to cause resistance. Some medicine, such as
eyedrops or eardrops, is completely lacking in the surgeries.

The best conditions I found were in the church-run surgery in
Los Palos. There is a quiet examination room, registry, a corner for
administering injections and bandages, and a dispensary. In Venilale
there is one small room without electric light, but at least there are
some sanitary facilities and an examination bed, divided from the
rest of the room by a curtain.

There are plans to convert an old Red Cross building which was
commandeered by the army into a small clinic with some beds, so
that patients living far away can stay for some days. A Timorese
nurse will be returning from her training in the Philippines to take
charge of this project which, it is hoped, will be completed in about
one year’s time. The outpatient room at Fatumaka is even darker and
worse equipped. The Salesians are planning a hospital at Suaai with
50 beds, and the Sister (not a Salesian) who will be supervising this,
had just arrived the day I left Timor.

There have been complaints that the drugs manufactured in Indo-
nesia perform very poorly in comparison to those smuggled in from
the West, and that those supplied on state prescription have no noti-
ceable effect. I have brought back some samples bought in pharma-
cies and had them analysed in a well-known laboratory. The con-
tents were identical with those declared on the label.

Visits by doctors from abroad are very welcome. They are lodged
for a month at a time if they are willing to share in the work of the
health teams and advise and train health doctors. Such a stay can be
a very important experience for any young doctor, and is a useful
support even if it does not change the situation.
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The Need for Change

A change in the situation can only take place at the political level.
As long as the suppression of the people of East Timor continues —
and there is no sign of a change — so people will go on dying from
undernourishment and curable diseases, and nothing will improve.
Even the wish for independence, however expressed, is a revolution
against state doctrine according to the Indonesian government and
is uncompromisingly persecuted.

The independent existence of the military apparatus within the
Indonesian state is furthermore a guarantee of uncontrollable vio-
lence and tyranny throughout the country. In this connection world-
wide action is required.

We cannot permit the rearmament of Indonesia with modern
Western weapons systems for them to be brought into action against
the people of East Timor. Recently, the German government has
decided to send weapons, including 39 warships, from the armed
forces of former Eastern Germany to Indonesia. This must be most
strongly condemned!?

Notes

1. Klemens Ludwig & Korinna Horta, Osttimor: Das vergessene Sterben: Indonesischer
Violkermord under Ausschluss der Weltdffentlichkeit, Gesellschaft fiir bedrohte Volker:
Gottingen, 1985.

2. Frankfurter Rundschau, 24 July 1992.



10. The Environment
in East Timor

By George Aditjondro

In response to a request from the chair of the Special Unit on Envi-
ronment of the Satya Wacana Christian University, | will share the
environmental problems which [ investigated during a visit to East
Timor from 28 June to 9 July 1993. First of all, taking into account
their degree of importance, the time [ spent on field work, and the
limitations on my own time and resources, this paper will only dis-
cuss the environmental problems that I investigated while | was in
East Timor.

My second point is that, as [ understand it, ‘environmental pro-
blems’ are not restricted to matters relating to biological and non-
human natural resources but also encompass the disruption to susta-
inable living for the indigenous East Timorese.

Thirdly, as befits an investigator and scientist, I will not confine
my reflections on the environmental problems in the island of Timor
to my field observations while I was there but will complement this
with a study of the literature about the island that I have collected
here in Indonesia, in East Timor, in the U.S. during my periods of
study there (1981-82, 1987-89, 1991-92) and in Lisbon, Portugal,
when [ attended the Fifth Symposium on East Timor held by Oporto
University from 22 to 29 July 1993.

In my opinion, there are five main environmental problems ‘plag-
uing’ the land of Loro Sae. First, the environmental impact of the
war that has been waged for the past 18 years to crush the liberation
struggle there. Second, the impact of large tracts of land owned by
old and new absentee owners/controllers of land. Third, the impact
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Consecration of statue of Blessed Virgin Mary, at Fatumaca 1995, closeup
of altar servers and liurai. Photo by Pat Smythe

of the official transmigration programme and the flood of spontane-
ous migration from Indonesia following the era of the open war.
Fourth, the impact of the programme of guided villages and the
construction of houses by territorial battalions in East Timor. Fifth,
the potential impact of the planned exploration and exploitation of
oil and natural gas in the Timor Gap. In this paper, I will examine
briefly these five environment problems.

The War
As we all know, the official version which has been (must be) dis-
seminated by the Indonesian mass media since October 1975 is that



only civilian Indonesian volunteers were asked to help anti-com-
munist groups in East Timor to liberate the Portuguese colony from
domination by Fretilin, which was portrayed as an extreme com-
munist group supported by elements in the Portuguese colonial
army. The true facts have fortunately now begun to emerge for the
Indonesian public. The weekly journal Tempo in its edition of 5
December 1992 published a documentary photograph on page 28
with the following caption: “ABRI troops landing in East Timor
(1975).”

The January 1993 issue of Angkasa published a report illustrated
with colour photographs on pages 39-42 describing how Indonesia
purchased 16 OV-10 Bronco counter-insurgency aircraft from the
U.S. to destroy the Fretilin liberation movement (1976 to 1979).
According to the journal, these aircraft are capable of carrying a
variety of weapons, including napalm, which suggests that reports
that have appeared in the media and have been made by foreign ob-
servers about the use of napalm bombs in East Timor may well be
true.

Two sources whom I interviewed in East Timor told me, without
my even asking them, about a type of bomb that generated enough
heat to melt the windows and glassware in the convent and that bur-
ned human flesh. If this is so, it is likely that herbicides used as
defoliants such as Agent Orange which was used in Vietnam were
also used in East Timor, as foreign commentators have surmised.
This was also confirmed by a participant at the Symposium recently
held by Oporto University in Estoril.

During my recent visit to East Timor, | encountered a “silent
witness” of the ferocity of the war in December 1975, the former
complex of Our Lady Fatima Seminary (Nossa Senhora de Fatima)
which was almost totally destroyed by bombardment from sea and
land on 13 December 1975. The destruction of that seminary was
reported in 1979 by an Indonesian Jesuit, Alex Dirdja, in Inter-Nos,
the house journal of his Order.
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Direct Consequences

The environmental impact of the war can be divided into direct and
indirect consequences. The direct impact is the human casualties, on
the Indonesian side, and to a far greater extent, on the side of the
East Timorese people. From December 1975 to August 1976, five
hundred Indonesian soldiers were killed and 2,000 were seriously
wounded. The number of casualties on the East Timorese side is far
in excess of this.

According to the American political scientist R. William Liddle,
sixty thousand men, women and children, or about ten per cent of
the population of East Timor, were killed in the fighting or as a
result of war-related deprivations during the first two months of this
terrible war.

The death toll among the East Timorese quickly escalated during
the succeeding years. During the first three years of the war, the
population in the territory fell from 688,771 in 1974 to 329,271 in
October 1978. What happened to the shortfall of 359,500 people?
About 4,000 people went into exile in Portugal and Australia in
1975-1976. A large number of people were forced to flee or went
voluntarily into the forests or went up into the mountains with Fre-
tilin, as a result of which they could not be included in the army’s
census.

But quite apart from the problems plaguing the census, anecdotal
accounts point to an exceedingly high death toll. According to Alex
Dirdja, the Indonesian Jesuit priest who was in East Timor in the
month of March 1979, the Maubisse village in the district of
Ainaro, which had a population of 9,607 in 1976, had lost 5,021
inhabitants. The priest sometimes had to bury four people in a
single day.

Another direct consequence was the fall in rice production, in the
number of cattle, in coffee output and other natural resources. The
overall output of agricultural crops fell from 42,100 tons in 1973 to
12,600 in 1976. The rice output alone fell during the same period
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from 25,200 tons to 8,000 tons. After three years of open warfare,
the number of cattle in East Timor fell dramatically. The output and
export of coffee, which was East Timor’s leading crop, also fell dra-
stically.

Indirect Consequences

There have been many indirect consequences of the war in East
Timor. The most important of all is the fostering of a culture of vio-
lence in the territory. This culture of violence, which reached its
zenith with the massacre of 271 young people at the Santa Cruz
cemetery, Dili, on 12 November 1991, is closely connected to the
“intel” culture in East Timor. What is meant here is the emergence
of an appalling habit among East Timorese of spying on their com-
patriots, trying to solve the conflicts between them by making —
often false — reports about the activities of their rivals to the security
forces in East Timor.

This culture of violence, or, perhaps more correctly, this culture
of intimidation, has given birth to a new vocabulary in East Timor.
Informants who are native East Timorese are nicknamed bufo (from
the days of PIDE, the Portuguese secret police) or Mau hu (a new
term that has come into being during Indonesian rule). As a way of
intimidating people who oppose the government, a number of new
expressions have been created which are strongly associated with
the methods of execution and torture employed during the first five
years of war in East Timor. They include mandi laut (bathing in the
sea) in Dili, jalan jalan ke Jakarta Baru (taking a trip to New Jak-
arta); piknik ke Bullino (going on a picnic to Bollino) in Ainaro and
menghinap di Hotel Flamboyan (staying the night in the Hotel
Flamboyan) in Baucau.

Besides the linguistic dimension, there is also a gender dimensi-
on to the culture of violence which unfortunately has not been taken
up by activists who defend the rights of women in Indonesia. As
with armies of occupation everywhere, sexual harassment of native
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women by thousands of Indonesian soldiers has been unavoidable.
In the course of my observations, I have noted two kinds of reacti-
ons from the local population to the sexual pressures from soldiers
who are stationed there. Some simply resign themselves to beco-
ming the “kept women” of the armed men who are bivouacked in
their kampungs. Without intending to insinuate, I call this the
“Viqueque model,” named after the place where this kind of respon-
se has been reported.

However, in some places, the local women are rigorously protect-
ed by their traditional community. Any soldier who is attracted to a
woman must first go through a traditional ceremony (for instance,
paying a dowry that is fixed by the prospective in-law family) and
then go through a marriage ceremony in church before being allow-
ed to live with the woman he wants. Any soldier who refuses to un-
dergo these customs and the church ceremony is reported to his
superior officer in Dili, some of whom have been willing to disci-
pline their subordinates who play around with women.

This happens particularly in the eastern sector (district of Lau-
tem) and the central-eastern sector (Manatuto and Baucau) where
the Falintil guerrilla forces are still a force to be reckoned with by
ABRI (the Indonesian military). This response, which I will call the
“Lospalos model” because I heard about it on my way from Lospal-
os to Tutuala, has occasionally been able to prevent the soldiers
from using local women for their sexual satisfaction.

It is very important to underline the culture of violence in East
Timor. I say this because some Indonesian intellectuals — among
them members of the academic staff at Satya Wacana Christian Uni-
versity — actually believe that it will be easy to resolve conflicts
over the exploitation of natural resources in East Timor simply by
applying the provisions of the Law on Administration, the Law on
the Environment and other Indonesian civic and military rules and
regulations.



Livestock
Another indirect consequence of the war in East Timor is the plun-

der of various natural resources, in particular the livestock, by tro-
ops who are able to take advantage of the unsupervised transport
network run by the civilian administration. The extremely severe
livestock crisis felt during the first few years after “integration” had
a number of negative effects.

In the first place, bearing in mind the fact that livestock, especial-
ly bullocks and cows, are used to till the land according to the renca
system which can also be found in West Timor, the yield from rice
fields also fell. There are only a few places where it is possible for
peasants to start tilling their land again. These are places where they
are able to hire a tractor cheaply from a local non-governmental
organisation such as the Etadep Foundation in the Loes River Valley
on the boundary between the districts of Liquica, Ermera and Bobo-
naro and the Fatumaca College in the district of Baucau.

On the other hand, security disturbances in the Loes Valley have
forced the peasants to change their past practice of letting their
livestock graze freely in the valley bed. Now they have to keep what
livestock they still have in cowsheds near their kampung on the
mountain slopes. This has meant that they have had to cut down a
part of the forest to clear grazing plots for each family’s livestock.
This new method has led to serious erosion in the hills around the
Loes Valley.

Another indirect consequence which is very obvious in countries
that have lost large numbers of their menfolk because of war is that
the burdens borne by the women have greatly increased. In East
Timor they have had to take over as head of the household and make
a livelihood to cater for the family’s basic needs, as well as taking on
additional jobs, along with their children, for productive purposes
outside the home. School children in East Timor are often to be seen
tarmacing roads, something that is rarely seen in Indonesia.

In recent years, teenagers have had their schooling cut short (with 129
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the help of the Tiara Foundation) to go off and work in factories in
Indonesia. Some of these youngsters are employed by PT Kanindo-
tex, near Salatiga. Their being taken there has little to do with
improving their educational prospects and job opportunities and a
lot to do with crushing their freedom aspirations which are so deep-
rooted among the people in East Timor.

Another indirect consequence and one that is most conspicuous
in East Timor is discrimination in the construction of the infrastru-
cture, particularly roads, bridges and harbours in favour of regions
where armed conflict is still taking place, for instance in the eastern
sectors of Baucau and Lautem. In the relatively peaceful regions
such as Ermera and Maliana and from the Maliana border region to
Suai, the condition of the roads is deplorable and there are hardly
any bridges for crossing the rivers.

Finally, there are the consequences that have to be borne by peop-
le outside East Timor, in Indonesia and abroad. In Indonesia, com-
munities that live in the vicinity of army barracks which accommo-
date troops that have just returned from East Timor must share in
bearing the stress suffered by members of the armed forces. For
instance, there often needs to be a speed limit for traffic in the vici-
nity of these barracks.

The broader community must also subsidise the war in East
Timor bearing the costs of the “Seroja” orphanages that care for
children of soldiers killed in East Timor. The funds needed by the
armed forces to cover the costs of the war in East Timor have redu-
ced the share of the state budget allocated to education and health.

In Australia and Portugal, people now have to look after the
5,000 refugees from East Timor. This has had consequences in the
provision of separate settlements in these countries.

These are, in brief, the primary, secondary and tertiary conse-
quences of the war that has raged for the past 18 years in East
Timor, at first in the form of open warfare, and more recently in
what has become known as “low intensity conflict.”” At a time when
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environmental scientists have begun to pay special attention to the
ecological consequences of war or ecocide in Southeast Asia and
the Middle East, it is high time for Indonesian academics to investi-
gate the ecocide that is happening in our own “backyard,” East
Timor.

The Land

A further environmental problem which is more limited in scale and
its implications is the ownership of large tracts of land by just a
handful of people. As so often happens in agrarian societies, a very
lopsided pattern of land ownership leads to a situation where the
majority work as agricultural labourers or become small-scale pea-
sants. This “forces” the majority of poor peasants to scratch out a
living on mountain slopes where no-one claims ownership and
results in erosion. So how has this condition, inherited from the
days of Portuguese colonialism, fared during the era of the Indo-
nesian occupation?

We first need to understand the structure of land ownership in
East Timor during the Portuguese colonial era when vast tracts of
land were in the hands of four main groups. First there was the mes-
tico group (from the mixed marriages between Portuguese and local
inhabitants), the descendants of political activists who were exiled
to Portugal’s easternmost colony. One example is the fazenda (large |
plantation) owned by the Carrascalao family in the border region
between Liquica and Ermera. These deportados were given large
tracts of land to dilute their radicalism so that they would not insti-
gate local rebellions against Portugal.

The second group of large landowners was a number of kings or
liurai who had served the Portuguese well. One example is the king
of Atsabe, Guilherme Maria Goncalves, one of the first chairmen of
the pro-integration political party, Apodeti.

Besides the private landowners there were the state companies
such as SAPT (Sociedade Agricola Patria e Trabalho) which con-
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trolled thousands of hectares of land in East Timor. Most of the land
controlled by the Portuguese state companies were coffee plantati-
ons in the western sector (Liquica and Ermera) and some coconut
plantations in the east (Baucau and Lautem).

But probably the largest land-owning institution in East Timor
was the Catholic Church. The lands on which the parish churches
stood and the monasteries, some with their own boarding schools
(collegios), were surrounded by large tracts of ricefields and planta-
tions to feed the communities in the parishes and the collegios.
During the Portuguese era, the ricefields owned by the collegio in
Maliana were tilled by the students as part of their skills training
and discipline.

The pattern of land ownership at the end of the Portuguese era
was so lopsided that it is not surprising that the leaders of the UDT
— most of whom were the offspring of deportados, but there were
also six liurai — and of the Apodeti, were very afraid when Fretilin
was victorious in the elections of village heads that were held in the
interior of the country in the second half of 1974. Fretilin had cam-
paigned on a political platform that stressed the need for land
reform which meant re-distributing the large land holdings that
were in private hands as well as those in the hands of the Portuguese
state companies. Fretilin had even said that surplus land owned by
the Catholic Church would be distributed to the landless peasants.
This is why the leadership of the Catholic Church in Dili was initi-
ally anti-Fretilin.

It should be explained that this lopsided pattern of land owners-
hip existed primarily in the western part of East Timor inhabited by
clans of the Kaladi tribe who were the first to be pacified by the
colonial troops, the priests and then the political exiles from Portu-
gal. The lower slopes of Mount Ramelau were also very suitable for
the coffee plantations owned by the mesticos, the liurai and SAPT.
Farther to the east, where the population was mainly from the Fira-
ku group of ethnic communities, Portuguese influence was far wea-
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ker. The land there is less fertile than in the west and was mostly
owned by clans, with far fewer fazenda than in the west.

Private Indonesian Companies

After ‘integration,’ there were few basic changes in the system of
large plantations. The large pro-Indonesian land-owners who had
not fled abroad were able to keep hold of their fazendas, and those
fazendas that had been abandoned by their owners fell into the
hands of a small group of East Timorese and Indonesians working
for the new power holders in Dili. The plantation formerly owned
by SAPT was taken over by a private company, PT Salazar Coffee
Plantations, which is run by a group of businessmen who enjoyed
the backing of the new rulers in Dili.

In addition, there was a new group of landowners not in the cof-
fee business such as for instance the sandalwood oil-refining com-
pany, PT Scent Indonesia, which has been granted concessions in
all the sandalwood forests throughout East Timor. PT Marmer
Timor Timur (East Timor Marble Company) was granted the mono-
poly over all marble quarrying in East Timor.

Some land re-distribution did occur in a few villages here and
there where land had previously been owned by one or two mestico
families. This was carried out by the Village Development Institute
of Satya Wacana Christian University in Vatuvou village, sub-distri-
ct Maubara, district of Liquica with the help of the National Land
Agency (Badan Pertanahan Nasional) of the province of East
Timor. But on the whole absentee landownership by large-scale
companies, in contravention of the provisions and the spirit of the
Land Reform Acts No. 5/1960 and No. 56/1962, has grown enorm-
ously under the Indonesian government. So we can anticipate that
environment issues to do with land will intensify, along with civil
and criminal cases arising from land conflicts.

Moreover, PT Salazar Coffee Plantations which monopolises the
coffee business, PT Scent Indonesia which monopolises the sandal- 33
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wood-oil business and PT Marmer Timor Timur which monopolises
marble quarrying, are all part of the PT Batara Indra Group

which monopolises almost the entire economy of East Timor. This
holding company grew out of PT Denok Hernandes International
which was set up by the three officers who commanded Operation
Seroja [the name of the operation mounted to invade and conquer
East Timor] — Benny Murdani, Dading Kalbuadi and Sahala Rajag-
ukguk — with the help of a small clique of businessmen of Chinese
origin, to finance military operations in East Timor by monopolis-
ing the purchase and export of coffee from East Timor.

And now a subsidiary of PT Batara Indra Group, PT Watu Besi
Raya, has been able to grab hold of the lion’ share of civil enginee-
ring projects in East Timor. The same group of companies also set up
a sugar plantation and sugar mill in the district of Lautem and built a
new harbour in Kom, also in Lautem, though the company has fallen
on bad times since the chief patron of PT Batara Indra Group, Benny
Murdani, was pensioned off by Suharto. Before that happened, the
Batara Indra Group had expanded beyond the borders of East Timor
with the construction of a tourism project, including a casino, in
Christmas Island, an Australian territory in the Indian Ocean.

Besides violating various articles of the Land Reform Laws, the
subsidiaries of the PT Batara Indra Group also appear to be able to
ignore the provisions of the Law on the Environment, in particular
the Presidential Decree on Environmental Impact Assessment. How
then will it be possible to protect the sustainability of the sandalwo-
od forests the products of which are virtually monopolised by PT
Scent Indonesia? How will it be possible to minimise the effects of
quarrying marble which is monopolised by PT Marmer Timor
Timur? How should one anticipate the ecological consequences of
the sugar plantations and sugar mills and Kom Harbour which have
been built by those companies in Lautem? And what about the eco-
logical consequences of the new bypass that is being built by the
same company in Manatuto?



NS T VO R G e AT ON AN [ AL

Transmigration

While large-scale landownership has been gathering speed in East
Timor, small landholdings have been shifting out of the hands of
native peasants. Fortunately, this is happening in one or two districts
only, because transmigration projects are still on a restricted scale in
East Timor, centred in the districts of Maliana and Kovalima. There
are also a few transmigration sites in the districts of Baucau and
Viqueque, set up on the initiative of the Indonesian Communion of
Churches and the East Java Christian Church. But for the moment,
let us concentrate our attention on Maliana and Kovalima.

The transmigration sites in these two districts have several featu-
res that distinguish them from transmigration projects in Irian Jaya
[West Papua] which several years ago attracted considerable inter-
national reaction. Unlike the transmigration projects in Irian Jaya or
in Kalimantan, the transmigration locations in Kovalima and Malia-
na have not been “carved” with a great deal of effort out of what
was formerly primary forest, secondary forest, savannah or marsh-
lands. On the contrary, these transmigration locations in Bobonaro
and Kovalima were “pulled out of a hat” from ricefields that were
formerly owned by local inhabitants.

In one location in Bobonaro which includes the village of Memo,
the ricefields were “acquired” from the local owners without a sing-
le cent being paid in compensation, according to the local peasants
whom [ interviewed. With not the slightest effort, the Balinese
transmigrants — who are officially referred to in East Timor as
“model farmers” — were quickly able to reproduce their ricefields,
drainage systems and temples, while at the same time widening the
gap between their level of prosperity, culture and religion and those
of the local inhabitants.

There is another aspect of transmigration in East Timor that
distinguishes it from transmigration in Irian Jaya. The transmigrati-
on sites in Merauke and Jayapura have not attracted much of a flow
of migrants from Papua New Guinea; but the transmigration pro-
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jects in Bobonaro and Kovalima, which have so quickly turned into
cconomic growth areas, have become a great draw for spontaneous
migrants from West Timor, particularly the district of Belu. Almost
every hour on my journey from Maliana, the capital of the district
of Bobonaro, to Suai, the capital of Kovalima, I came across buses
and trucks full of passengers from Atambua, capital of Belu district.
Since they are able to speak Tetun, which is their mother tongue,
and adhere to the same religion as the majority of the people of East
Timor, the migrants from Belu will soon intensify the struggle for
land in the border region of East Timor, part of which is already
controlled by transmigrants from Bali and East Java.

So, where are the peasants of the Tetun, Kemak and Bunak com-
munities, the original inhabitants of the border region of East Timor,
supposed to go? There is less and less land available at the foot of
Mount Ramelau because the upper slopes have been taken over by
the coffee plantations and other business activities of Buginese and
Makassarese traders who dominate the markets along a north-south
axis running from Dili to Same.

Resettlement

As for the lowland peasants living along the coast of Kovalima, they
face a new challenge from economic activities connected with the
exploration and exploitation of oil and natural gas in the Timor Gap
— which [ will discuss below. But first, there is another environment
problem which needs our attention, namely the resettlement of inha-
bitants in the guided villages and the style of housing built by the
territorial battalions in East Timor.

The style of traditional housing in Lospalos which, since Portu-
guese times up to the Indonesian era, has been regarded as “repres-
entative” of the region as a whole is in fact one of seven types of tra-
ditional architecture in East Timor. According to Cinatti, de Almeida
and Mendes, these seven styles are: (1) the Bobonaro style, (2) the
Maubisse style, (3) the Baucau style, (4) the Lautem style, (5) the








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































