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The purpose of t h i s  a r t i c l e  is  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  how t h e  b a s i c  

human r i g h t s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  C h a r t e r  o f  Human 

R i g h t s  a r e  d e n i e d  t o  t h e  ~ c h C  ( G u a y a k i )  I n d i a n s  of P a r a g u a y ,  n o t  

t h r o u g h  i n d i f f e r e n c e  o r  n e g l e c t ,  b u t  by  a d e l i b e r a t e  Government 

p o l i c y  of genoc ide  d i s g u i s e d  a s  b e n e v o l e n c e .  I f e e l  t h a t  o n l y  v e r y  

e n a c t  and  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  f u l f i l 1  t h i s  p u r p o s e .  

AN OLD PROBLEM 

" I n  1903 ,  P a r d g u a y a n s  s h o t  s e v e r a l  ~ c h b s l ) ,  and  e v e n  c u t  one 

o f  t h e  b o d i e s  i n t o  p i e c e s  and  p u t  him i n  a c a g e - t r a p  a s  j a g u a r  

b a i t .  hlAYNTLHVSEN saw a s e t t l e r  p u l l  o u t  of  h i s  h u n t i n g  bag t h e  

f i n g e r  of  a n  ,.ch& and  b o a s t  a b o u t  i t . . . .  They had f o l l o w e d  t h e  

t r a c e s  of t h e  ~ c h h  ( i n  1 9 0 7 ) ,  and  t h e y  r e a c h e d  t h e  I n d i a n s  t h e  

v e r y  f i r s t  e v e n i n g  of t h e i r  j o u r n e y  .... They a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  camp 

o f  t h e  !Ache', s l a u g h t e r e d  7 women and  c h i l d r e n ,  and  c a u g h t  7 s n l a l l  

c h i l d r e n .  When l e a v i n g  r n e  n e x t  morn ing ,  t h e y  g o t  i n t o  a d i s p u t e  

a b o u t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r e t u r n .  The c a p t u r e d  c h i l d r e n  c r i e d  

a n a  l e r l en t ed ;  t n e i r  n o t h e r s ,  h idden  i n  t h e  f o r e s t ,  c a l l e d  f o r  them. 

The  rmaohunters f e l t  thl a l t h o u g h  t h e y  had  b u r n t  a l l  t h e  

bows ana  a r rows  l e f t  be h e  camp by t h e  f l e e i n g  Achhs .  I n  

h i s  e x c i t e m e n t  and  f e a l  Z a r r a ,  t h e  ( l o c a l )  p o l i c e  c h i e f ,  

gav"  t h e  o r d e r  t o  c u t  t h e  t h r o a t s  o f  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  so  t h a t  

t h e i r  l a m e n t a t i o n s  would  n o t  r e v e a l  t o  t h e  I n d i a n s  where  t h e  P a -  

raguaydrts  were:. , > l 1  h i s  men e x c e p t  R o s a r i o  M o r a  obeyed .  The l a t t e r  

b r o u g h t  t o  h i s  honlr :he l i t t l e  g i r l  he  had  s e i z e d .  But he was n o t  

nl1os.d t o  keep  h e r .  She  w a s  b r o u g h t  up i n  t h e  house  of p o l i c e  

s e r g e a n t  i v a n g e l i s t a  H u r t a d o  i n  Jes6s  ~ r i n i d a d . " ~ )  T h i s  r e p o r t  by 

t h e  B r a z i l i a n  . , t h r , o l o g i s t  BILOUS is n e j t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  no r  t h e  

most  c r u i l  one c a n c e r n i q  t h c  inhuman t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  ~ c h 6  o v e r  

t h e  c e n t u r i e s .  ;<or have  t h e  t a c t s  been h i d d e n  f rom the s c i e n t i f i c  

p u b l i c .  I n  1900 ,  t h e  German  e x p l o r e r  Von Weickmann a t t a c k e d  a n  

*=h8  can? ,  c a p t u r e d  4 boys  and  s t a l e  t h e  t h i n g s  t h e  t e r r i f i e d  

I n d i a n s  had l e f t  b e h i n d  when f l e e i n g  from him; t h e s e  o b j e c t s  were  



t h e n  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  B e r l i n  E t h n o g r a p h i c  hhuseum3). An e q u a l l y  

v i o l e n t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  Ach6 was made by t h e  e t h n o l o g i s t  VELLnRD, 

who d e s c r i b e s  " t r u e  manhunt ing"  a s  " t h e  o n l y  way o f  m e e t i n g  t hem" .  

He and h i s  men a p p r o a c h e d  i n  s i l e n c e  a camp o f  r e s t i n g  ~ c h h s ,  t h e n  

ru shed  them. D e s p i t e  V e l l a r d ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  keep  h i s  manhunt r e l a -  

t i v e l y  c l e a n  and  human, he  c o u l d  n o t  s t o p  v i o l e n c e  f rom o c c u r i n g  

o n c e  he  had  e n t e r e d .  " B e f o r e  t h e  ~ c h 6  c o u l d  r e c o v e r  from t h e i r  

s u r p r i s e ,  we we re  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  them".  Most of t h e  I n d i a n s  mana-  

ged t o  e s c a p e ,  b u t  two of them g o t  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  f i r e  of  V e l l a r d ' s  

men, who i m m e d i a t e l y  s e i z e d  o n e ,  a s m a l l  b o y ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r ,  a n  

a d u l t ,  " g r o a n e d  a n  t h e  g round  and  d i d  n o t  s u r v i v e  more t h a n  some 

m i n u t e s . . . .  As w e  c o u l d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  c o r p s e  w i t h  u s ,  I c o n t e n t e d  

myse l f  w i t h  m e a s u r i n g  i t .  The l i t t l e  ~ c h 6  boy l o o k e d  a t  u s  w i t h  

h i s  a s t o n i s h e d  e y e s ,  w i t h o u t  a s h o u t ,  w i t h o u t  a t e a r ,  w i t h o u t  a ge -  

s t u r e  o f  emo t ion  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  d e a d ;  he  obeyed o u r  s i g n s  w i t h o u t  

s a y i n g  a word." 4 1 
U n l i k e  t h e  s e d e n t a r y  Guaran;  I n d i a n s ,  t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r s  and  

l i n g u i s t i c  r e l a t i v e s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  nomadic Ache n e v e r  s u r -  

r e n d e r e d  t o  t h e  w h i t e  man. W i t h o u t  b e i n g  e x a c t l y  a g r e s s i v e ,  t h e y  

a t t e m p t e d  t o  d e f e n d  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  a g a i n s t  i n c u r s i o n s ,  and  w i t h -  

drew d e e p e r  i n t o  t h e  f o r e s t  when t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  r e s i s t .  On t h e  o t h e r  

h a n d ,  c a p t i v e  ~ c h 6 s  o n c e  s e p a r a t e d  f rom t h e i r  p e o p l e ,  p roved  t o  be  

of e x t r e m e  " t amenes s "  and  i a c k  o f  a g r e s s i v i t y  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  c a p -  

t u r e r s ,  and  t h e  w h i t e  ~ a r a g u a y a n s ~ )  l e a r n t  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i r  

a p t i t u d e  f o r  any  k i n d  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r .  The e t h n o l o g i s t  

CLASTRES n o t e s  t h e  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  be tween  t h e  two k i n d s  o f  r e l a -  

t i o n s  t h e  Achb know: " F o r  a n  ~ c h 6  t r i b e ,  t h e r e  i s  no k i n d  o f  r e l a -  

t i o n  t o  s t r a g e r s  o t h e r  t h a n  h o s t i l i t y .  The W h i t e s ,  t h e  G u a r a n i  and  

even  t h e  o t h e r  ~ c h b ,  a r e  a l l  p o t e n t i a l  enemie s .  The re  i s  o n l y  o n e  

l a n g u a g e  f o r  them,  and t h a t  i s  v i o l e n c e .  T h i s  i s  i n  a s t o n i s h i n g  

c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  p e r c e p t i b l e ,  c o n s t a n t  e f f o r t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a l l  v i o -  

l e n c e  from r e l a t i o n s  be tween comrades .  The most  ex t r eme  c o u r t e s y  

a lways  p r e v a i l s , . . . t h r  common w i l l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  e a c h  o t h e r ,  t o  

speak  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  t o  d i s s o l v e  i n  t h e  exchange  of words  a l l  t h e  

a g r e s s i o n  and  g r u d g e s  which  i n e v i t a b l y  a r i s e  d u r i n g  t h e  d a i l y  l i f e  

of  t h e  g r o u p . . . .  Never do t h e  a d u l t s  s t r i k e  each  o t h e r ,  e x c e p t  f o r  

r i t u a l  r e a s o n s . . . .  The re  a r e  no  impe tuous  g e s t u r e s ,  no  boxes  on 

t h e  e a r  f rom v e n a t i o n ,  o n l y  t h e  s o b b i n g  l a m e n t s  o f  t h e  women a n d  

t h e  t o t a l l y  i n e f f i c i e n t  g rumb l ing  of t h e  men."6) 

I t  seems t h a t  t h e  c a p t i v e  Hch6,  once  t h e y  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y  

have  t o  s t a y  among t h e  Whi t e s  f o r e v e r ,  d e c i d e  it i s  w i s e r  t o  u s e  a 

n o n - a g r e s s i v e  a p p r o a c h ,  i . e .  t h e  s o f t n e s s  f o r  which  t h e y  a r e  l i k e d .  



As f o r  m y s e l f ,  I have  o n l y  known c a p t i v e  ~ c h e ' s ,  no f r e e  f o r e s t  I n -  

d i a n s :  and  a l l  I c a n  s a y  i s  t h a t  I have  n e v e r  met  any  o t h e r  p e o p l e  

who a r e  so " tame"  and  o b e d i e n t .  I a l s o  happened t o  mee t  Ache's who 

h a d  b e e n  c a p t u r e d  j u s t  t h r e e  d a y s  p r e v i o u s l y :  t h e y  we re  d e s p e r a t e -  

l y  unhappy ,  h u t  r e a d y  t o  do a n y t h i n g  t h e y  we re  commanded t o  do .  

Thus  wa r  a g a i n s t  t h e  s i n c e  c o l o n i a l  d a y s ,  h a s  s e r v e d  n o t  o n -  

l y  t o  c o n q u e r  new t e r r i t o r i e s ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  o b t a i n  c a p t i v e s  a s  a 

c h e a p  and  a p p r e c i a t e d  l a b o u r  f o r c e .  The h u n t i n g  and  s e l l i n g  o f  

tiche's became, and s t i l l  i s ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t  b r a n c h  of t h e  economy i n  

a r e a s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  l a n d s  o f  t h e  "wild" ~ c h e s .  "Two hunters p e n e t r a -  

t e d  i n t o  t h e  f o r e s t s  o f  t h e  p a r a n b .  They k i l l e d  a n  n c h b  ' m a l e '  and  

b l e s s e d  a ' f e n a l e ' ,  h i s  w i f e ,  t a k i n g  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  

a l i t t l e  boy o f  t e n  y e a r s  o f  age  and  a baby g i r l .  The  boy was s o l d  

t o  a wood c u t t e r  of t h e  Pa r an ; ,  t h e  g i r l  t o  a v i l l a g e  f a m i l y .  These  

d a t a  we o b t a i n e d  f rom ~ a n d b g u i ,  t h e  Ache ' m a l e ' ,  now a n  a d u l t .  1 5  

y e a r s  a f t e r  he was h u n t e d :  d a t a  c o n f i r m e d  by ' h i s  m a s t e y '  .... ( H i s  

s i s t e r ) ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  s e r v e d  a s  a s l a v e  f a r  many y e a r s , . . . w a s  p u t  , 

i n  t h e  s t r e e t  when advanced  p r egnancy  made i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  h e r  

Lo per f rom h e r  t a s k s .  As a reword  for y c a r s  o f  slavery, s h e  b o r e  

o n  h e r  s h o u l d e r s  a s h i r t . . . a l m o s t  t o o  s h o r t  t o  c o v e r  h e r  n a k e d n e s s .  

I t  c a n  a l s o  be u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  when,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  g i v e n  b i r t h ,  s h e  

o f f e r e d  h e r  s e r v i c e s  t o  a n o t h e r  f a m i l y ,  t h e  l a t t e r  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  

s h e  g e t  r i d  of  h e r  d a u g h t e r  - a c o n d i t i o n  which  s h e  a c c e p t e d  i n  o r -  

d e r  t h a t  t hey  s h o u l d  n o t  b a t h  d i e  of hunge r .  She  gave  h e r ,  d a u g h t e r  . . 
t o  a f ami ly  w i t h o u t  c h i l d r e n " .  T h i s  r e p o r t  a p p e a r e d  i n  1 9 5 7  i n  a 

Paraguayan pro-Government  newspaper."  I n  1 9 5 9 ,  t h e  UP1 p u b l i s h e d  

a n  a r t i c l e  by t h e  P a r a g u a y a n  e t h n o l o g i s t  0 . F e r r e i r o  t e l l i n g  how 

" s l a v e  d e a l e r s ' '  h u n t  t h e  Ache', and  c i t i n g  a s  o n e  example  " t h e  s u c -  

c e s s f u l  manhunt o f  ~ i c h < n  L J p r z ,  who b r o u g h t  back  4 0  ~ u a y a k ;  

(Ache') i n  c h a i n s  f o r  p u b l i c  s a l e  i n  t h e  town of San J u a n  Nepomu- 

ceno."8 '  I n  1961 ,  t h e  I t a l o - P a r a g u a y a n  z o o l o g i s t  d r .  L. MIRAGLIA, 

who on h i s  many r e s e a r c h  t r i p s  came t o  know t h e  Pa raguayan  h i n t e r -  

l a n d  q u i t e  w e l l ,  w r o t e :  " I n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  n e a r  t h e  ~ u a y a k :  (Ach6)  

a r e a ,  t h e r e  a r e  s l a v e  t r a d e r s  who o r g a n i z e  v e r i t a b l e  manhunts  f o r  

t h e s e  a b o r i g i n e s .  They c a t c h  a Guayak; ( n c h 6 )  f a m i l y  by s u r p r i s e ,  

murde r  t h e . p a r e n t s ,  and  c a r r y  o f f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  s e l l  them."9)  

How t h e s e  h u n t s  a r e  e x e c u t e d ,  we a r e  t o l d  by ALBOSPINO, t h e n  head  

o f  t h e  Paraguayan I n d i g e n i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a s e m i - o f f i c i a l  o r g a n i -  

z a t i o n  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  n a t i o n a l  f i g u r e s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  I n d i a n  que-  

s t i o n s :  "With t h e  'mboca-Eiuhb', a t r a p  made o f  a f i r e a r m  t h a t  i s  

h i d d e n  i n  t h e  woods and  t h a t  f i r e s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  when t h e  v i c t i m  



p a s s e s ;  w i t h  p o i s o n e d  m e a l s ;  w i t h  ' s e A u e l o s r  (AchB I n d i a n s  c a p t u -  

r e d  d u r i n g  c h i l d h o o d  and  s e n t  i n t o  t h e  f o r e s t  a s  a d u l t s ,  i n  o r d e r  

t o  a t t r a c t  t h e i r  b r e t h r e n )  . .  They p u t  o n  t h e i r  t r a i l  I n d i a n  

s c o u t s  f rom o t h e r  t r i b e s  o r  d o g s . " l O )  I n  1 9 6 0 ,  t h e  Pa r aguayan  I n -  

d i g e n i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  Ache o f  t h e  V i l l a r i c a  zone  

" a r e  a n  t h e i r  way t o  e x t i n c t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  o f  c r u e l  p e r s e c u t i o n  by 

t h e  w h i t e s . " l l )  The p r e s e n t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  G e n e r a l  

R .  C. BEJARANO, a member o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  t h a t  r u l e s  t h e  c a u n -  

t r y ,  c o u n t e d  i n  1 9 6 0 ,  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  'lava; a l o n e ,  22 ~ c h B  s l a -  

v e s ;  moreove r ,  he o b t a i n e d  t h e  names and  a g e s  o f  s e v e r a l  Ache s l a -  

v e  g i r l s  i n  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t  who had  been  c a p t u r e d  i n  " v e r i t a b l e  

r a i d s " . 1 2 )  I n  1 9 6 0 ,  t h e  bes t -known s p e c i a l i s t  a n  n c h 6  e t h n o l o g y ,  

~ e o ' n  CAWGAN, he t o o  a member of t h e  r u l i n g  p a r t y  and  t h e n  a n  o f -  

f i c i a l  f u n c t i o n a r y  i n  I n d i a n  a f f a i r s ,  c o u n t e d  5 1  c a p t i v e  Aches  i n  

t h e  Depa r tmen t  of ~ u a i r d  a lone .13 '  One  must  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h a t  

t h e s e  f i g u r e s  r e p r e s e n t  o n l y  t h o s e  s l a v e s  whose e x i s t e n c e  was  o f -  

f i c i a l l y  a d m i t t e d  by t h e i r  m a s t e r s ,  when q u e s t i o n e d  by t h e  a f f i -  

c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  p o l i c y  of t h e  s t a t e .  I n  1 9 6 5 ,  

t h e  P a r a g u a y a n  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  C%SE SARDI a g a i n  denounced  i n  pub- 

l i c  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s l a v e r y  i n  P a r a g u a y ,  c i t i n g  c o n c r e t e  and  do- 

cumented  c a s e s  o f  Ache I n d i a n s ;  some o f  t h e s e  i n d i c a t i o n s  have  been 

i n c l u d e d  i n  a n o t h e r  a r t i c l e  o f  h i s ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  E n g l i s h  i n  1972.14)  

The  e t h n o l o g i s t  CLHSTRES t o u c h e s  o n  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  back -  

g round  o f  t h i s  s l a v e r y  when h e  t e l l 5  u s  o f  t h e  c a s e  of  a l a r g e  

g roup  o f  c a p t u r e d  ~ c h C s  w h o , c a u l d  e s c a p e  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  h u n t e r s  

had p u t  them i n t o  a c a t t l e  c o r r a l ,  w i t h  no o n e  t o  gua rd  them. 

"The i n g e n u o u s n e s s  o f  t h e i r  l o g i c  made t h e  P a r a g u a y a n s  t r e a t  t h e  

I n d i a n s  l i k e  a h e r d  of c a t t l e . "  I n  a n o t h e r  c a s e ,  a s l a v e  m a s t e r  

had r e c a p t u r e d  some f u g i t i v e s  and  was r e t u r n i n g  w i t h  them t o  h i s  

fa rm;  a s  n i g h t  f e l l ,  t h e y  made camp i n  t h e  f o r e s t  and  t h e  m a s t e r  

l a y  down t o  s l e e p .  "The  m a s t e r  f e l t  so  p r o f o u n d l y  conv inced  of h i s  

power o v e r  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  and  h i s  d i s d a i n  f o r  them was so t o t a l  ( i s  

one a f r a i d  of t h e  vengeance  of a dog o r  a b u l l ? )  t h a t . . . h e  f e l l  

a s l e e p  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e s i d e  t h e  f i r e ,  wrapped i n  h i s  poncho ,  as-  
s u r e d  t h a t  t h i n g s  had  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  normal  o r d e r  and  t h a t  any 

p r e c a u t i o n  would be  s u p e r f l u o u s .  He d i e d  b e c a u s e  he c o u l d  n o t  

imagine  f o r  one  moment t h a t  t h e  Ache we re  c a p a b l e  of  assuming a 

human a t t i t u d e  and  t h a t  t h e  l o v e  o f  f reedom was n o t  t o t a l l y  a l i e n  

t o  them."15' 



The f o l l o w i n g  n o t e s  on t h e  ~ c h &  a re  n o t  i n t e n d e d  a s  an e t h n w  

g r a p h i c  monograph, b u t  o n l y  t o  e x p l a i n  some a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  c u l t u r e  

of  t h e s e  I n d i a n s  t h a t  need  t o  b e  known i n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  

I s h a l l  s a y  f u r t h e r  on a b o u t  t h e i r  f a t e .  As f o r  t h e  e t h n o g r a p h y  o f  

t h e  Achk,  t h e  r e a d e r  may f i n d  d e t a i l s  i n  t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  l i t e r a -  

t u r e .  1 6  

The Ache of  t h e  h i l l y  f o r e s t  zones  of  t h e  Pa raguayan  " E a s t e r n  

Region"  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  ~ u p i  l i n g u i s t i c  s t o c k .  They have  no a g r i -  

c u l t u r e  and a r e  n o t  s e d e n t a r y ,  b u t  t h e  e x t e r n a l  l i m i t s  of  t h e  hun- 

t i n g  t e r r i t o r y  of  e a c h  g roup  a r e  w e l l  bounded by  t r a d i t i o n .  Hun- 

t i n g  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  theme of  Ache l i f e .  I n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a l l  

t h i n g s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  an  n c h k  myth ,  t h e  G r e a t  J a g u a r  commanded man 

t o  h u n t  from t h e n  on .  Woman was  o r d e r e d  t o  a lways  e a t  t h e  

h u n t e r s  wou ld  g i v e  t o  h e r ,  and  t o  g e t  p r e g n a n t  w i t  who 

wou ld  b r i n g  h e r  t h e  b e s t  meat .  The a n i m a l s  we re  o r d e r e d  t o  f i g h t  

w i t h  t h e  h u n t e r s  f rom t h e n  o n ,  and  t o  l e t  t h e m s e l v e s  be k i l l e d  by 

t h e  h u n t e r s  a t  t h e  end of  a f i g h t .  The a n i m a l s  a n d  t r e e s  of t h e  

f o r e s t  a r e ,  i n  a  c e r t a i n  way, t h e  a n c e s t o r s  of  men,  and one p a r t  

of  t h e  human s o u l  w i l l  r e - i n t e g r a t e  i n t o  t h e  a n i m a l s  and t r e e s  o f  

t h e  f o r e s t  a f t e r  d e a t h  - b u t  o n l y  i f  men k e e p  on h u n t i n g .  T h e r e  

i s  a s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  of u n i t y  be tween men and t h e  f o r e s t ,  and  t h e  

Achk b e l i e v e  h u n t i n g  t o  be t h e  l i n k  t h a t  m a i n t a i n s  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n .  

The n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  h u n t i n g  l i m i t  t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

Achk band t o  l i t t l e  more t h a n  f rom 40 t o  60 p e r s o n s .  The h u n t i n g  

g rounds  of  each  band  are d i v i d e d  i n t o  s u b - z o n e s ,  s u c c e s s i v e l y  hun- 

t e d  i n  t h e  course of  a c y c l e  o f  r o t a t i o n ,  i n  o rde r  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  

r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  b a l a n c e  i n  one sub -zone ,  w h i l e  

t h e  Achh a r e  l i v i n g  a n d  h u n t i n g  i n  t h e  o t h e r s .  Each band h a s  i t s  

l e a d e r ,  no rma l ly  a good h u n t e r  w i t h  a b i g  f a m i l y ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  ma- 

ny b r o t h e r s ,  t o  s u p p o r t  him. The re  e x i s t  a l s o  c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  g r a d e s  

c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  power ,  and  t h e s e  a g a i n  c a n n o t  b e  s e p a r a t e d  f rom hun- 

t i n g ,  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  a t t a i n e d  by f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t  c e r t a i n  a n i m a l s :  

f a r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  i s  "The-man-who-was-bit ten-by-a-snake".  Such 

f i g h t s  and.wounds have  n o t  o n l y  a p h y s i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e :  t h e y  a r e  
c o n s i d e r e d  a s  an exchange  of  words and i d e a s  w i t h  t h e  a n i m a l ,  e . g . ,  

t h e  man b i t t e n  by a snake w a s  " t a l k e d  t o "  by i t .  The i n f l u e n c e  of 

t h e s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c h i e f s  mus t  have  been c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  a s  we c o u l d  

s t i l l  obse rve  i t  c l e a r l y  among Achds who had l i v e d  u n d e r  P a r a -  

guayan  c o n t r o l  f o r  many y e a r s .  



The change  t o  s e d e n t a r y  a g r i c u l t u r e  and  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  

Pa r aguayan  p o l i t i c a l  and  s o c i a l  s y s t e m  must  a f f e c t  ~ c h 6  s o c i e t y  
e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  two c r i t i c a l  r e a s o n s :  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  who le  o f  

Ache c u l t u r e  i s  b a s e d  o n  h u n t i n g ,  and  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  t r a -  

d i t i o n a l  c h i e f s ,  who a r e  t h e  ma in  e l e m e n t  o f  c o h e s i o n  i n  ~ c h C  so- 

c i e t y .  

Ano the r  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  Ache l i f e  i s  t h e i r  g r e a t  r e s p e c t  

f o r  women. The c h i e f s ,  n o r m a l l y  men be tween  some 25 and  35 y e a r ?  

o f  a g e ,  a r e  o f t e n  m a r r i e d  t o  o l d e r  wamen, and  w i l l  n o t  t a k e  impor-  

t a n t  d e c i s i o n s  w i t h o u t  f i r s t  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  w i v e s  and  

m o t h e r s .  A  man may have  two w i v e s ,  b u t  a woman a s  w e l l  may have  

two husbands .  The f a v o u r a b l e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  women " a p p e a r s  i n  t h e i r  

g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  w h i c h . . . o f t e n  shows a t r a n q u i l i t y ,  a s e l f - a s s u r a n c e  

... The r e l a t i o n s  be tween  s p o u s e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  e x c e l l e n t ,  w i t h  mu.- 

t u a l  c o n f i d e n c e  and  u n c a n c e a l e d  a f f e c t i o n . " 1 7 '  G i v i n g  meat  t o  t h e  

women i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  main s o c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  h u n t i n g  man. 

S p e c i a l  c a r e  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  p r e g n a n t  women, who have'  a r i g h t  t o  a 

g r e a t e r  q u a n t i t y  of m e a t .  The s o u l  o f  t h e  c h i l d  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be  

formed by t h e  m e a t  t h e  p r e g n a n t  m o t h e r  e a t s  d u r i n g  a s p e c i a l  c e -  
remony, and  t h e  h u n t e r  who b r i n g s  h e r  t h i s  meat  i s  g o d f a t h e r  t o  

t h e  c h i l d .  The name o f  t h e  c h i l d  d e n o t e  t h e  s p e c i e s  of  an ima l  

which i t s  m o t h e r  a t e  d u r i n g  t h i s  ceremony,  e x p r e s s i n g  t h u s  a m y s t i -  

c a l  r e l a t i o n  be tween  t h e  a n i m a l  and  t h e  s o u l  o f  t h e  c h i l d . C h a n g -  

i n g  an  a c h k ' s  name would  b e  t a n t a m o u n t  t o  d e s t r o y i n g  t h i s  r e l a t i o n  

and d e p r i v i n g  t h e  s o u l  o f  i t s  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  n a t u r e  and  o f  i t s  

a f t e r - l i f e .  

S e v e r a l  b a n d s ,  t o t a l i n g  p e r h a p s  200 p e r s o n s ,  form a g roup  

u n i t e d  by a common f e e l i n g ,  l i n g u i s t i c  u n i f o r m i t y ,  and  p e a c e f u l  

r e l a t i o n s .  Between d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s ,  t h e r e  e x i s t  n o t  o n l y  l i n -  

g u i s t i c  b u t  a l s o  r e m a r k a b l e  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

o f  t h e  3 g roups  I m e t ,  one was c a n n i b a l i s t i c  b e f o r e  b e i n g  " c i v i -  

l i z e d " ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  two we re  n o t .  The common a l l - A c h 6  f e e l i n g  

i s  v e r y  weak, and  h a s  n o t  p r e v e n t e d  b l o o d y  b a t t l e s  be tween mem- 

b e r s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  g ' roups .  

Beginning  i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  t h e s e  I n d i a n s  have  been  

d r i v e n  from t h e i r  l a n d s  i n  w a r s  wh ich  r e d u c e d  b o t h  t h e  s i z e  o f  

t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  and  t h a t  of  t h e i r  p o p u l a t i o n .  However,  a s  t h e  c a l o -  

n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  Pa r aguayan  i n t e r i o r  p r o c e e d e d  r a t h e r  s l o w l y  and  

d i d  n o t  r e a c h  i t s  r e m o t e s t  p a r t s  u n t i l  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  ~ c h 6  

c o u l d  f o r  a l o n g  t ime  a lways  r e t i r e  t o  s t i l l  u n c o l o n i z e d  zones .  

There  have  b e e n  some p e a c e f u l  c o n t a c t s  a s  w e l l ,  and  a m i n o r i t y  

ef t h e  Ache h a s  been  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  Pa r aguayan  r u r a l  s o c i e t y .  The 



J e s u i t s  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  managed on t h e i r  r e d u c t i o n s  t o  g e t  

some -Aches t o  a d o p t  a s e t t l e d  l i f e ,  and  m a i n t a i n e d  d e s u l t o r y  b u t  

n o t  h o s t i l e  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  o t h e r s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  

c e n t u r y ,  F e d e r i c o  Mayn tzhusen ,  a s e t t l e r  i n  t h e  A l t o  pa r an ;  Re- 

g i o n ,  f i r s t  c a p t u r e d  some Aches  and  t h e n  g a i n e d  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e ,  

managing  w i t h  t h e i r  h e l p  t o  g e t  i n t o  p e a c e f u l  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  a t h e r s .  

Becoming more  c o n f i d e n t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s ,  s e v e r a l  Ache 

b a n d s  l e f t  t h e i r  f o r e s t  i n  o r d e r  t o  work f o r  payment  on t h e  f a r m s  

o f  M a ~ n t z h u s e n  an'd h i s  n e i g h b o u r s :  t h e y  a re  s t i l l  remembered t o d a y  - 
i n  t h e  t r i a n g l e  be tween  T a v a i .  R i o  p i r a p d ,  and  R i o  Nacunday,  a s  

t h e  p a t h f i n d e r s  and  r o a d  b u i l d e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o r e s t ,  who t h u s  l a i d  

t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  r o a d  s y s t e m  and made p o s s i b l e  t h e  

p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  t h a t  l a r g e a r e a  by w e s t e r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  But  o n c e  

t h e y  had  pe r fo rmed  t h i s ,  s e r v i c e ,  Mayn tzhusen  c o u l d  n o t  p r e v e n t  

t h e  I n d i a n s  b e i n g  t a k e n  a s  s l a v e s  by h i s  n e i g h b o u r s .  "Many w e r e  

engaged i n  o r a n g e  e x t r a c t  f a c t o r i e s " ,  h e  t e l l s  u s ,  " o t h e r s  on 

c a t t l e  f a r m s ,  and  q u i t e  a few w e r e d i s p l a c e d  t o  t h e  towns .  I was 

t o l d  t h a t  a r a t h e r  l a r g e  g r o u p  had  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  A r g e n t i n e  

p r o v i n c e  o f  E n t r e - R i o s  by  a r a i l w a y  c o n t r a c t o r ,  and  t h a t  t h e y  we- 

r e  n e v e r  h e a r d  of  a g a i n a  ... Every  p o l i c e  commis s ione r  who came t o  

a r e g i o n w h e r e ~ c h e ' s  w e r e  l i v i n g  amongs t  P a r a g u a y a n s  f e l t  e n t i t l e d  

t o  s e l l  them o r  g i v e  them a s  p r e s e n t s  t o  h i s  r e l a t i v e s .  Most o f  

t h e  25 Aches who w e r e  s t i l l  s t a y i n g  w i t h  me we re  c a r r i e d  o f f  by 

t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  by means o f  f a l s e  p r o m i s e s  o r  t h r e a t s . " 1 8 '  Q u i t e  

r e c e n t l y ,  a s i m i l a r  e x p e r i m e n t  was c a r r i e d  o u t  by a r e t i r k d  c o l o -  

n e l  named C a r d o s o ,  who managed t o  s e t t l e  some 5 0  Aches  p e a c e f u l -  

l y  on h i s  l a n d ,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  Guair;  c a t a r a c t s .  B u t  i n  J a n u a r y  

1972 ,  t h e  I n d i a n s  w e r e  a c c u s e d  by a n e i g h b o u r i n g  l a n d  owner o f  

h a v i n g  s t o l e n  h i s  cow. A  g roup  o f  s o l d i e r s  was  c a l l e d  t o  i n t e r -  

vene a g a i n s t  t h e  " b a n d i t s " ,  a t t a c k e d t h e m , ,  and  f o r c e d  them t o  re- 

t i r e  a g a i n  i n t o  t h e  f o r e s t .  *t l e a s t  two i n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  

k idnapped  d u r i n g  t h i s  r a i d ;  one o f  them i s  now l i v i n g  i n  Asunc idn .  

THE PRESENT SINATION 

S i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s .  manhunts  have  been  somewhat l i m i t e d  

by  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  I n  1 9 5 0 ,  an  O f f i c e  o f  I n d i a n  P r o t e c t i o n  was 

founded  a t  V i l l a r i c a ,  w i t h  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  ~ e d n  Cadogan a t  i t s  head .  

Cadogan l e a d  a d e s p e r a t e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  h u n t e r s  o f  Ach6,  f o r -  

c i n g  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  one  t o  l e a v e  t h e  c o u n t r y .  H e  c o u l d  n o t  

r e a l l y  p u t  an  end  t o  p e r s e c u t i o n s ,  b u t  he  o b l i g e d  t h e  c r i m i n a l s  t o  



be more c a r e f u l .  ~s a consequence  o f  h i s  p a t i e n t  e f f o r t s ,  s e v e r a l  

o f f i c i a l  d e c r e e s  w e r e  i s s u e d  i n  1 9 5 7  and  1 9 5 8  w i t h  t h e  aim of  p ro -  

t e c t i n g  t h e  ~ c h 6 .  "By 1 9 5 8 ,  o u r  p e o p l e ,  f rom Asuncidn  t o  Parana-mbu 

and  f rom Anambdi t o  I tap ;a ,  knew f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  h i s t o r y  

t h a t  i n  t h e  e y e s  of t h e  l a w  'The I n d i a n s  a r e  a s  much human b e i n g s  

a s  t h e  o t h e r  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r y . '  / C i r c u l a r  o f  

t h e  Supreme C o u r t  o f  J u s t i c e ,  9 S e p t .  1 9 5 7 )  And t h a t  t h e  h u n t i n g  

and  s e l l i n g  o f  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  a r e  c r i m e s  t o  be  p u n i s h e d  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  t h e  p e n a l  code  ( R e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  

13 June 1 9 5 7 ) . " ~ ~ )  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  Pa r aguayan  government  w a s  a t t e m p t -  

i n g  t o  l i q u i d a t e  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  c o l o n i a l  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  I n d i a n s ,  

and  a t  t h e  same t i m e  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  open t h e  ' I nd i an  a r e a s  t o  cam- 

m e r c i a l  p e n e t r a t i o n .  I f  t h e  r e m o t e s t  p a r t s  of t h e  c o u n t r y  we re  t o  

b e  opened t o  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t m e n t  and  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r o a d s ,  a s  

was t h e  gove rnmen t ' s  i n t e n t i o n ,  t h e  anach ron i sm  o f  s l a v e r y  had  t o  

be  e l i m i n a t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  make t h e  c o u n t r y  e x h i b i t a b l e  t o  f o r e i g n  

e y e s .  

B u t  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  commerc ia l  p e n e t r a t i o n  was bound t o  

r e n d e r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  more d i f f i c u l t .  S i n c e  1 9 5 8 ,  

and e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  1 9 6 8 ,  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  i n d e e d  become 

worse.  T h i s  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  

Depar tment  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  De fense  (wh ich  meant  t h a t  I n d i a n  

a f f a i r s  we re  p u t  u n d e r  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l ,  a s  a p a r t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  

t r a n s f e r  of power from c i v i l i a n s  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y )  and  w i t h  t h e  sub- 

s equen t  r e t i r e m e n t  o f  Cadogan i n  1 9 6 6 ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  d e e p e r  

r ea sons .  P a r a g u a y  h a s  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s l i g h t  econo-  
mic boom. The " i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r o a d "  t h r o u g h  e a s t e r n  P a r a g u a y ,  f r om 

Asuncidn t o  P u e r t o  P r e s i d e n t e  S t r o e s s n e r ,  was comple t ed  i n  1965 ;  

t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  r o a d  f rom Corone l  Oviedo t o  t h e  G u a i r d  c a t a r a c t s ,  

which c u t s  t h e  f o r e s t s  of t h e  n o r t h e r n  Ache i n t o  two p a r t s ,  was 

comple ted  i n  1968.  Land p r i c e s  a r e  r i s i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a s  which have  

become more a c c e s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  improved sy s t em of communica- 

t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p r i c e  of f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  ( t i m b e r ,  p a l m i t o ,  

ma t e  t e a ) ,  and  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  o f  c a t t l e ,  wh i ch  means t h a t  more 

l a n d  i s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  h o r n e d  c a t t l e ,  and  l e s s  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n s .  Com- 

m e r c i a l  p e n e t r a t i o n  m e a n s ,  from t h e  ~ c h 6  p o i n t  of v iew,  t h a t  t h e  

f o r e s t ,  t h e  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e i r  h u n t i n g  l i f e ,  i s  c u t  

d o w n o r  a t  l e a s t  c r o s s e d  by r o a d s  t h a t  f r i g t h e n  away t h e  game. 

T h e r e  have  been  s l i g h t  I n d i a n  e f f o r t s  a t  r e s i s t i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

a t t a c k s  on wood c u t t e r s  who were  d e s t r o y i n g  t r e e s  t h a t  bore bee 

h i v e s :  honey i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  ~ c h 6  d i e t .  B u t  more f r e q u e n t -  

l y ,  t h e  A C ~ ~ S  t r y  t o  a d a p t  t o  t h e  new s i t u a t i o n :  If t h e y  n e i t h e r  



w i s h  t o  d i e  f rom h u n g e r  on t h e i r  r e d u c e d  h u n t i n g s  g rounds  n o r  en- 

t e r  t h e  bondage of  work ing  f o r  Pa raguayan  m a s t e r s ,  t h e i r  o n l y  way 

o u t  i s  t o  s t e a l  f o o d  f rom t h e  P a r a g u a y a n s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  

t h e  f r e q u e n t ,  b u t  n o r m a l l y  n o n - v i o l e n t ,  r a i d s  on  w h i t e  men 's  c a t t -  

l e  and f i e l d s .  The A c h 6 s . a l s a  s t e a l  i r o n  imp lemen t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  

compensa t e  f o r  t h e i r  l o s s  of  t e r r i t o r y  by  t h e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  

s u b s i s t e n c e  t e c h n o l o g y .  Those who l i v e  on  t h e  I n d i a n  f r o n t i e r  a r e  

t h u s  con f i rmed  i n  t h e i r  h a t r e d  of  t h e  i n j u r i a u s " G u a j a k < "  ( " l a b i a t e  

r a t s " ,  t h e  Pa raguayan  name f o r  t h e  Ach6) .l ' "The new i n v a d e r s  of  

t h e  f o r e s t :  wood c u t t e r s ,  p a l m i t o  c o l l e c t o r s  a n d  l a n d  owners,  w a n t  

t o  have  t h e  f o r e s t  ' c l e a n ' ;  t h e y  a r e  b o t h e r e d  by t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  

t h e  a n c i e n t  owners  of  t h e  f a r e s t , "  e x p l a i n s F a t h e r  MELIA, E x e c u t i v e  

S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  M i s s i o n  Depar tment  of  t h e  Pa raguayan  E p i s c o p a l  

C o n f e r e n c e ,  s u p e r i o r  of a J e s u i t  community a t  Asunc idn  and P r e -  

s i d e n t  of  t h e  C e n t r e  of  A n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  S t u d i e s  of t h e  C a t h o l i c  

U n i v e r s i t y  of  Asunc idn ;  and he  a d d s ,  s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  t h e  problem 

i s  t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t  an  economic one: "Sometimes t h e y  s a y  t h a t  it 
i s  t h e  s e t t l e r s  who commit t h e s e  k i l l i n g s ;  t h a t  c o l o n i z a t i o n  i s  
underway and t h a t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n t e g r a t e  everybody i n t o  t h e  

p r o g r e s s  of  t h e  n a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  f a l s e .  I t  was n o t  t h e  s e t t l e r s  

who c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  m a s s a c r e ,  b u t  r u r a l  w o r k e r s :  r u r a l  w o r k e r s  

f rom b i g  e s t a n c i a s .  The Ache' do n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  s m a l l  f a r m e r s ,  

b u t  w i t h  b i g  landowners ."20 '  

As we s h a l l  s e e ,  r e c e n t  deve lopmen t s  have  s p l i t  t h e  ~ c h ;  

i n t o  ' 'wild" f o r e s t  h u n t e r s  and "tame" a g r i c u l t u r i s t s .  I n  t h e  f o l -  

l o w i n g ,  I s h a l l  f i r s t  consider t h e  f o r e s t  Ach6, and t h e n  t h e  

a g r i c u l t u r i s t s .  

A. THE EXTERMINATION OF THE FOREST A C H ~  

Most sources a g r e e  t h a t  manhunts f o r  Ach;s have  i n c r e a s e d  i n  

volume and i n  v i o l e n c e  d u r i n g  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  I n  1 9 6 8 ,  J .  A. BORGOG- 

NON, a member of  t h e  armed f o r c e s  and of t h e  r u l i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p a r -  

t y ,  t hen  V i c e - D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Depa r tmen t  of t h e  M i -  

n i s t r y  of Defense ,  w r o t e  t h a t  t h e  Ache were  c l o s e  t o  e x t i n c t i o n ,  

d u e  t o  r e p r e s s i v e  a c t i o n s  t h a t  f o l l o w  any  of  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  re- 

s i s t  t h e  occupa t ion  o f  t h e i r  lands.21) I n  December 1971 ,  t h e  re- 
p o r t e r  J. MEZn of a b c  c o l o r ,  an  i m p o r t a n t  newspaper  i n  ~ s u n c i o ' n ,  ' 
w r o t e  of  "murders  of  f a t h e r s  and m o t h e r s  a s  t h e  o n l y  way o f  s e i z -  



i n g  Achk c h i l d r e n ,  who a r e  t h e n  s o l d  and  b r o u g h t  up  as  s e r v a n t s . "  

"They even t e l l  of p r i z e s  f o r  t h o s e  who manage t o  k i l l  t h e  I n d i a n s . "  

The  P a r a g u a y a n  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  CHASE SHRDI c o n f i r m e d  t h i s ,  i n  a n  

i n t e r v i e w  i n  t h e  same newspaper  i n  1 9 7 2 :  "They a r e  h u n t e d ;  t h e y  

are p u r s u e d  l i k e  a n i m a l s .  The p a r e n t s  a r e  k i l l e d  and  t h e  c h i l d r e n  

s o l d . . . .  and  t h e r e  i s  no f a m i l y  of wh ich  a c h i l d  h a s  n o t  been  mur- 

de red . "22 )  I was t o l d  by Pa raguayan  c o u n t r y  p e o p l e  t h a t  t h e  p r i c e  

of Ache c h i l d r e n  i s  f a l l i n g ,  due  t o  t h e  g r e a t  s u p p l y ;  i t  i s  s a i d  

t o  be  p r e s e n t l y  a t  abou t  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  of 5 d o l l a r s  f o r  an  n c h 6  

g i r l  o f  a round  5 y e a r s  of  age .  Mr. Lu25  E. PeRa G . ,  Resea r ch  n f f i -  

l i a t e  i n  Zoology o f  t h e  Peabody Museum, Y a l e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  who r e c e n t -  

l y  t r a v e l l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  e a s t e r n  Pa raguay  o n  a n  e n t a -  

m o l o g i c a l  f i e l d  t r i p ,  was o f f e r e d  an  Ache c h i l d  ( a t  a h i g h e r  p r i c e ) .  

On h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Asunc idn ,  he  denounced  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t o  t h e  P r e -  

s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Asuncidn  M i l i t a r y  T r i b u n a l ,  who a s k e d  t h e  D i r e c t o r  

of t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Depa r tmen t  haw t h i s  was p a s s i b l e .  As f a r  a s  

I know, t h e  D i r e c t o r  h a s  t a k e n  no  s t e p s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  s o l i d -  
. . 

l y  documented case  of t r a f f i c  i n  human b e i n g s .  

Nor have  any  s t e p s  b e e n  t a k e n  i n  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  when v i o l a t i o n s  

of  t h e  mos t  e l e m e n t a r y  r i g h t s  o f  I n d i a n s  have  been  forrna l y  de -  

nounced .  I have  b e e n  i n fo rmed  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a s e s z 3 ) :  
4 

1. I n  S e p t e m b e r o r  O c t o b e r  of 1 9 6 8 ,  employees  of t h e  "La Go- 

l a n d r i n a "  e s t a n c i a  ( be tween  I t a k y r y  and  YhG, i n  t h e  Depar tment  o f  

~ a a g u a z 6 )  u n d e r t o o k  a n ' e x p e d i t i o n  t o  k i l l  Ach6s. They we re  d i r e c -  

t e d  by  t h e  forernant o f  t h e  e s t a n c i a ,  who d e c l a r d  t h a t  he had o r -  

d e r s  ( a p p a r e n t l y  from t h e  a w n e r s o f  t h e  e s t a n c ; d ,  t h e  Retamozo Mel- 

g a r e j o  f a m i l y ,  t o  l i q u i d a t e  t h e  s a v a g e s .  They k i l e d  seven ,  many 

o r  a l l  of them o l d  men, women and  c h i l d r e n ,  s in  r t h e  s t r o n g e r  men 

c o u l d  e s c a p e  by  r u n n i n g .  They c a p t u r e d  a g i r l  o i  a b o u t  s i x  y e a r s  of 
a g e ,  wham t h e y  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  e s t a n c i a  t o  keep  a s  a s e r v a n t .  The 

impr isonment  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l ,  and t h e  d e c l a r a - i o n s  of t h e  k i l -  

l e r s ,  immed ia t e ly  a f t e r  t h i s  a c t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e ,  ";ere w i t n e s s e d  

by Mr. Roque J a c i n t o  Love ra ,  who was  work ing  w i t h  t h e  Grupo T e l e -  

g r d f i c a  de  l a  ANDE en e l  A l t o  Paran; .  He a d v i s e d  M r .  Gumersindo 

f l ya l a  nqu ino ,  a r e s p e c t e d  Pa raguayan  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and  d e l e g a t e  o f  

t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  P u b l i c  Works and  Communica t ions  t o  t h e  N a t i v e  Af- 

f a i r s  Department o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  De fense .  T h i s  f u n c t i o n a r y , i n  

t u r n ,  in formed t h e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Depa r tmen t ,  and  

a l s o ,  i n  a l e t t e r  d a t e d  " ~ s u n c i d n ,  2 J a n u a r y  1 9 6 9 , "  t h e  M i n i s t e r  

o f  P u b l i c  Works and  Communica t ions ,  G e n e r a l  M a r c i a l  Samaniego.  

The  l a t t e r  s e n t  a  copy o f  t h i s  denouncement  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of 



D e f e n s e ,  G e n e r a l  Leodega r  C a b e l l o ,  on 3 J a n u a r y  1969 .  The M i n i s t r y  

o f  D e f e n s e  and  i t s  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Depa r tmen t  w e r e  t h e r e f o r e  f u l l y  

and  f o r m a l l y  i n f o r m e d .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  no m e a s u r e s  w e r e  t a k e n  e i t h e r  

a g a i n s t  t h e  k i l l e r s  o r  i n  d e f e n s e  of  t h e  c a p t u r e d  g i r l .  

2 .  ( S e v e r a l  r a i d s )  On t h e  " S a n  B l z s '  e s t a n c i a  ( n o r t h  o f  I t a -  

k y r y ) ,  a l s o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  Retamozo M e l g a r e j a  f a m i l y ,  F a t h e r  

~ e l i d  f ound  " a  s t o c k  o f  bows,  a r r o w s ,  c o r d s ,  and  o t h e r  o b j e c t s  

s e i z e d  v i o l e n t l y  f r om t h e  ~ c h e  d u r i n g  s u c c e s s i v e  e x p e d i t i o n s " ;  two 

o r  t h r e e  c a p t u r e d  Ache c h i l d r e n  w e r e  l i v i n g  on t h i s  f a rm .  2 4 )  

3 .  On 7 J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0 ,  F a t h e r  ~ e l i d  saw i n  I t a k y r y ,  i n  t h e  De- 

p a r t m e n t  of A l t o  p a r a n d ,  two g i r l s  c a p t u r e d  a b o u t  1 9 6 7  by  a band 

o f  k i l l e r s  d i r e c t e d  by  M r .  J o r g e  E n c i s o ,  a w e l l  known h u n t e r  o f  

~ c h i s  f r om L a u r e l  i n  t h e  same D e p a r t m e n t , a n d  a r e l a t i v e ,  p e r h a p s  a 
b r o t h e r  o f  M r .  M a r c i a l  E n c i s o ,  t h e  foreman o f  t h e  " N a r a n j i t a "  e s t a n -  

c i a ,  owned by M r .  P a r i n i ,  o f  t h e  town o f  C o r o n e l  Ov iedo .  I h a v e  o f -  

t e n  h e a r d  M r .  P a r i n i  named a s  a b i g  s e l l e r  o f  Ach6s .  The g i r l s  s een  

by  F a t h e r  M e l i d  are Magda l ena ,  some f o u r  y e a r s  o l d  when c a p t u r e d ,  

~. s o l d  t o  G u i l l e r m o  Colmdn, a shop owner  a t  I t a k y r y ;  and  M a r g a r i t a ,  

a b o u t  s i x ,  s o l d  t o  t h e  Samudio f a m i l y ,  l i k e w i s e  shop owne r s  a t  

I t a k y r y .  A boy o f  p e r h a p s  1 2  y e a r s  of  a g e  was c a p t u r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

same e x p e d i t i o n ,  f i r s t  k e p t  i n  t h e  house  of  t h e  l e a d e r  of  t h e  r a i d ,  

J o r g e  E n c i s a ,  i n  L a u r e l ,  and  l a t e r  p a s s e d  a n  t o  a b r o t h e r  o f  M r .  

E n c i s o ,  who used  h im a s  a s e r v a n t  i n  h i s  " B a r - P e n s i d n  La Gua i r eRa"  

i n  H e r n a n d a r i a s ,  i n  t h e  Depa r tmen t  of  A l t o  P a r a n d ,  whe re  F a t h e r  

Me l id  saw him. 

3 a .  The D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  C o l o n e l  

I n i a n r d n ,  m e n t i o n s  i n  a newspaper  i n t e r v i e w  an h c h 6  g i r l  who was  

s e p a r a t e d  f rom h e r  p a r e n t s  and  g i v e n  t a  a m a r r i e d  c o u p l e  o f  J a -  

panese  i m m i g r a n t s .  I n  C o l o n e l  ~ n f a n r d n ' s  o p i n i o n ,  s h e  was " b e t t e r  

c a r e d  f o r  t h a n  h e r  own p a r e n t s  c o u l d  have  g u a r a n t e e d .  I n  t h i s  sen- 

se we want  t o  s t r e s s  t h a t  we have  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  a c o u n t r y s i d e  p a r -  

son who h a s  a s k e d  u s  t h a t  we l e a v e  h e r  w i t h  h e r  new p a r e n t s ,  i n  

v iew of h e r  p r e s e n t  s t a t e . "  T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  a r e m a r k a b l e  example  

of t h e  c o l o n i a l  m e n t a l i t y  s t i l l  r ampan t  among some P a r a g u a y a n s ,  

who a lways  s u p p o s e  t h a t  Ache p a r e n t s  are u n a b l e  t o  g i v e  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  a d e c e n t  e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  g i r l  may b e  t h e .  one ment ioned  

above  under  t h e  name o f  " M a r g a r i t a " .  2 5 )  

4 .  I n  Augus t  1 9 7 1 ,  on t h e " N a r a n j i t o M  e s t a n c i a ,  own6d by M r .  

P a r i n i ,  who i s  r e p u t e d  t o  be  an ~ c h 8  s l a v e  d e a l e r ,  two cows w e r e  

f o u n d  k i l l e d  by Ache a r r o w s .  Acco rd ing  t o  C o l o n e l  I n  d  t o  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  by  F a t h e r  Me l id  i n  t h e  area ,  i t  b l e  

t h a t  t h e  a r rows had  b e e n  p u t  t h e r e  after t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  cows i n  



o r d e r  t o  b lame t h e  ~ c h C  f o r  some th ing  p e r h a p s  done  by t h e  v e r y  em- 

p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  e s t a n c i a .  The owne r ,  Mr. P a r i n i ,  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  

5 t h  M i l i t a r y  D i v i s i o n  of C u r u g u a t y ,  a s k i n g  f o r  h e l p  a g a i n s t ,  a s  he  

p u t  i t ,  c o n t i n u e d  t h e f t  of  c a t t l e  by t h e  Ach6. The 5 t h  D i v i s i o n  

a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Depa r tmen t  of  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of  Ue- 

f e n s e .  The D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Department ' ,  C o l o n e l  I n f a n r d n ,  v i s i t e d  

Mr. P a r i n i  be tween 2 0  and  2 2  A u g u s t ,  a s  i s  w e l l  known i n  ~ s u n c i d n  

and  a s  he h i m s e l f  t o l d  my w i f e  b e f o r e  and  a f t e r  t h i s  v i s i t .  He 

was  accompanied  by h i s  c o u s i n ,  Mr. V i c e n t e  D u r i  Campos, a n  employee 

o f  h i s  Depa r tmen t .  I do n 6 t  know wha t  was d i s c u s s e d  o r  d e c i d e d  du- 

r i n g  t h i s  m e e t i n g .  But  i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  a l m o s t  immed ia t e ly  a f t e r  

i t ,  a k i l l i n g  r a i d  a g a i n s t  t h e  ~ c h 6  was u n d e r t a k e n  from t h e  e s t a n -  

c i a  of M r .  P a r i n i .  

T h i s  r a i d  was o r g a n i z e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  end  of Augus t  1 9 7 1 ,  by 

P a r i n i ' s  foreman M a r c i a l  E n c i s o ,  who c o n t r a c t e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  

some s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  k i l i i n g  A c h b i ,  p a y i n g  them w i t h  money from t h e  

f u n d s  o f  t h e  e s t a n c i a .  Among t h e s e  we re  h i s  r e l a t i v e  J o r g e  E n c i s o ,  

who had been t h e  l e a d e r  of  t h e  above-ment ioned  r a i d  n o .  3 ;  n r c a d i o  

Gonzd l e r ,  a l i a s  "Tey;"; and  S a l v a d o r  G a r c e t e  - a l l  iroln L a u r e l .  

The re  may have  been  o t h e r s .  The k i l l i n g  t ook  p l a c e  c l o s e  t o  S i l v a -  

cu8  o n  s t a t e  l a n d  i n  "Zona  F" be tween  N a r a n j i t o .  L a u r e l ,  C o n t r a -  

bando-cu8,  ~ a d e t e - c u 8  and t h e  C u r u g u a t y - S a l t o s  d e l  G u a i r a  r o a d .  I t  

w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  w i t h  "machete"  k n i v e s ,  a s  p r o u d l y  d e s c r i b e d  by t h e  

k i l l e r s  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e r e  we re  be tween l i  and 2 0  k i l l e d ,  same of 
them most  p r o b a b l y  t h e  m o t h e r s  of  k idnapped  c h i l d r e n .  ,<t l e a s t  

f i v e  sma l l  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  c a p t u r e d  a l i v e .  O n e ,  a g i r l  of  some s i x  

y e a r s  of  a g e ,  was l a t e r  p u r c h a s e d  by ~ o s 6  U o l o r e s  P e r e i r a  o f  Lau-  

r e l ,  a l i a s  "Vavo' " ,  who c a l l e d  h e r  "hlagdalena",  and i n  whose house  

F a t h e r  ~ e l i d  saw h e r  i n  J a n u a r y  197~. A  bay of a b o u t  f o u r  y e a r s  of  

age  w a s  bough t  o r  r e c e i v e d  a s  a g i f t  by S i v e r i o  P e r e i r a  o f  L a u r e l .  

b u t  he d i e d  a few weeks  a f t e r  h i s  c a p t u r e .  A boy p e r h a p s  8 y e a r s  

o l d  was k e p t  by h i s  k i d n a p p e r ,  S a l v a d o r  G a r c e t e ,  i n  L a u r e l ,  where  

h e  d i e d  o f  sma l lpox  i n  November 1 9 7 1 ,  a n d  where  F a t h e r  M e l i d  saw 

h i s  g r ave  i n  J a n u a r y  1972: More d e t a i l s  c o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  be  o b t a i n e d  

i n  Laure l  o r  N a r a n j i t o .  

Around November 1971, i n  t h e  sane a r e a ,  a p a l n i t o  c o l l e c t o r  

who had p e n e t r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  f o r e s t  was s h o t  t o  d e a t h  by a n  , \ = h &  

a r r o w ,  p robab ly  a s  r evenge  f o r  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  r a i d .  'This a c t i o n  of 

t h e  ~ c h C  l e d  t h e  Pa r aguayans  of t h e  r e g i o n  t o  t a l k  ve ry  s e r i o u s l y  

o f  a n o t h e r  " r e v e n g e "  r a i d  a g a i n s t  t h e  I n d i a n s .  S e r i o u s  p r e p a r a -  

t i o n s  were b e i n g  made a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of J a n u a r y  1971.  



D e t a i l e d  r e p o r t s  on t h e  August  r a i d  and c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  d a n g e r  

of a new r a i d  we re  made by  p e r s o n s  known t o  b e  r e l i a b l e .  One was 

made by  a m i s s i o n a r y  of  t h e  "New T r i b e s  Mis s ion"  a t  I t a k y r y ,  t o  

t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Depa r tmen t .  A n o t h e r  r e p o r t  was made i n  Septem- 

b e r  o r  O c t o b e r  of  1 9 7 1  by F a t h e r  N ico lSo  Dacunha of t h e  Verbum 

Divinum O r d e r ,  t h e  p a r i s h  p r i e s t  of  P i k i r y ,  n e a r  H e r n a n d a r i a s .  I n -  

f o r m a t i o n  on t h i s  r a i d  and t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  a n o t h e r  r a i d  was 

a l s o  g a t h e r e d  by F a t h e r  M e l i i ,  who on 1 3  March 1 9 7 2 ,  i n  my p z e s e n c e ,  

i n f o r m e d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Pa raguayan  I n d i g e n i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

G e n e r a l  ~ a m 6 n  CQsar B e j a r a n o ,  who t o o k  down t h e  names of  t h o s e  r e -  

s p o n s i b l e  and o t h e r  d e t a i l s .  F a t h e r  M e l i e  a l s o  p u b l i s h e d  news o f  

t h e  m a s s a c r e  i n  a month ly  magaz ine ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  ~ s u n c i d n  d a i l y  

newspape r .26 )  I n  J u n e  1972 ,  t h e  Pa raguayan  E p i s c o p a l  Conference 

s t u d i e d  an e x t e n s i v e  r e p o r t  on t h e  I n d i a n  p rob l em,  iyhich men t ioned  

t h i s  massac re .  The c o n f e r e n c e  made p u b l i c  i t s  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h i s  

c a s e .  "Those who c a r r y  o u t  t h e  m a s s a c r e s  a r e  s t r i c t "  sensu c i v i l i -  

a n s ,  commanded by e s t a n c i a  owners  i n  t h e  area."  "The image of t h i s  

c o u n t r y  abroad w i l l  d e t e r i o r a t e  when t h e s e  f a c t s  become known, a s  
t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  be."") I n  ~ u g u s t  1 9 7 2 ,  one  o f  t h e  two b i g  A- 

sunc i6n  newspapers  p u b l i s h e d  an  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  F a t h e r  M e l i d ,  who 

r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  same m a s s a c r e .  "These  a r e  f a c t s  w e l l  known i n  t h e  

a r e a ,  where t h e r e  i s ,  moreove r ,  a r e s i d e n t  p o l i c e  commiss ioner  

who c e r t a i n l y  c a n n o t  f a i l  t o  b e  aware  of  c r i m e s  of  such  an  ampl i -  

t u d e .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  I know of  s e v e r a l  p e r s o n s ,  among them a p r i e s t ,  

who have  v e r b a l l y  denounced  t h e s e  f a c t s  t o  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  De- 

p a r t m e n t .  ... The case  i s  a g g r a v a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one  

of  them ( t h e  k i l l e r s  who c a n  b e  i d e n t i f i e d ]  l e d  a k i l l i n g  a c t i o n  

i n  1966/67, i n  wh ich  two g i r l s  and a boy were  c a p t u r e d ,  a s  w e l l :  

t h e  g i r l s  a r e  i n  I t a k y r y  and t h e  boy i n  H e r n a n d a r i a s .  Beg inn ing  

w i t h  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  who have  been g i v e n  o r  s o l d . . . o n e  can i n v e -  

s t i g a t e  who b r o u g h t  t hem,  f rom where ,  and  u n d e r  w h a t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

I t h i n k  t h a t  wha t  h a s  been  f a t a l  f o r  t h e  ~ c h 6  I n d i a n s  and w i l l  

s t i l l  be i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r s  of t h e s e  

c r i m e s  have n o t  been  b r o u g h t  t o  j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  c o u r t s .  The impu- 

n i t y  w i t h  which t h e y  k i l l  Ach i s  i s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  cause  o f  t h e  ge- 

n o c i d e  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  p e r i o d  .... There  a r e  w i t n e s s e s  i n  t h e  area 

who have  heard  a b o u t  t h i s  " a d v e n t u r e " :  and a l t h o u g h  i t  would be 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  make them t e s t i f y  i n  c o u r t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  pos-  

s i b i l i t y  must be t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  Among t h e  r u r a l  w o r k e r s  

and o t h e r  peop le  of t h i s  l o c a l i t y ,  t h e r e  a r e  p e r s o n s  of sound 

c o n s c i e n c e  who know p e r f e c t l y  w e l l  t h a t  wha t  h a s  been done t o  t h e  



~ c h C  i s  an  a t r o c i t y .  B u t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h e  c h i l d -  

r e n ;  t h i s  i s  t h e  p r o o f . "  28) 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  n e i t h e r  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Depa r tmen t  n o r  t h e  

I n d i g e n i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  t o o k  s t e p s  e i t h e r  t o  p r e v e n t  a n o t h e r  mas sac -  

r e ,  o r  t o  p r o s e c u t e  t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  o n e .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  

o n e  c a n n o t  even c i t e  t h e  " p o w e r f u l  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s "  o f  t h e  

p e r s o n s  i m p l i c a t e d ,  s i n c e  M r .  P a r i n i  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

weak o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t y .  It i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  P a r a g u a y ,  

h a v i n g  r e c e i v e d  a memorandum a b o u t  t h e  c r i m e ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  gave  

o r d e r s  t o  the D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Depa r tmen t  t o  i n v e s t i -  

g a t e  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  m a s s a c r e ,  and  t h a t  t h e  D i r e c t o r  i n  f a c t  

t r a v e l l e d  t o  t h i s  r eg io . , 29 ) ,  b u t  no f u r t h e r  c o n c r e t e  m e a s u r e s  

f o l l o w e d ,  n o t  even an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

5 .  ( S e v e r a l  r a i d s )  On 7 J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0 ,  F a t h e r  M e l i d  a l s o  saw 

a  c a p t i v e  ~ c h 6 ,  a p p a r e n t l y  c a p t u r e d  d u r i n g  a n o t h e r  r a i d ,  i n  t h e  

h o u s e  o f  a c e r t a i n  Mr. ~ e n d n  i n  I t a k y r y .  L i k e w i s e ,  a g i r l  o f  a b o u t  

1 4  y e a r s  o f  age  c a l l e d  S e l v a ,  a l s o  c a p t u r e d ,  w a s  seen i n  t h e  hau-  

s e  o f  M r .  S o r i a  i n  I t a k y r y .  I n  1 9 7 1 ,  s h e  became p r e g n a n t ,  f o r  
wh ich  s h e  was e x p e l l e d  f rom t h e  h o u s e :  F a t h e r  M e l i d  h a s  been  i n -  

f o rmed  t h a t  s h e  i s  now t r y i n g  t o  e a r n  h e r  l i v i n g  i n  H e r n a n d a r i a s .  

I n  C u r u p a i t y ,  i n  t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  ~ a a g u a z 6 ,  F a t h e r  Me l id  saw 

a n o t h e r  c a p t i v e  ~ c h i ,  a boy a b o u t  1 6  y e a r s  o l d ,  s a i d  t o  be a cham- 

p i o n  f o o t b a l l  p l a y e r .  

6 .  I n  1 9 7 0 ,  F a t h e r  ~ e l i d  l e a r n e d  i n  I t a k y r y  t h a t  a n o t h e r  

r a i d  h a d  been  o r g a n i z e d .  The k i l l e r s  k i d n a p p e d  3 c h i l d r e n ,  a l l  of 

whom d i e d  a f t e r w a r d s .  

7 .  I n  a b o u t  J u n e  o f  1970 .  on t h e  R < O  I t a i m b e y ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

47 t o  52 k i l o m e t e r s  up  r i v e r  f rom P u e r t o  S a n t a  Teresa ,  s e v e r a l  I n -  

d i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  a r a i d , a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c l a i m s  of a p a l m i t o  

c o l l e c t o r  and  I n d i a n  h u n t e r  who s a y s  he  k i l l e d  s e v e r a l  I n d i a n s  

b e f o r e  he  was wounded.30) 

8. I n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 2 ,  c l o s e  t o  San  J o a q u i n ,  my w i f e  and  I were 

t o l d  by s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  o f  an ~ c h 6  h u n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  s o u t h e a s t  o f  

I t a k y r y .  We w e r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  g a t h e r  any  c o n c r e t e  o r  d e t a i l e d  e v i -  

d e n c e ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  an i n q u i r y  commiss ion  s e n t  t o  t h e  a rea  

c o u l d  e a s i l y  g a i n  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The m a s s a c r e  seems t o  have  t a -  

ken  p l a c e  a b o u t  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  1971 .  V a r i o u s  c h i l d r e n  of s l a i n  

~ c h 6  p a r e n t s  w e r e  t h e n  d e p o r t e d .  The  k i d n a p p e r s  a r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  

d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  r eason  why t h e y  d i d  n o t  t a k e  even more 

c h i l d r e n  was t h a t  t h e y  we re  n o t  a b l e  t o  c a r r y  o f f  more a t  one  t i m e ,  

and  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  l e a v e  s e v e r a l  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  t h e i r  



d e a d  p a r e n t s ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  would  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  f o r e s t  l a t e r  on t o  

s e i z e  them. 

9 .  I n  November 1 9 7 1 ,  M r .  M. J. d e  P e r e i r a ,  whom I s h a l l  d i s -  

c u s s  b e l o w ,  had  t r i e d  t o  g e t  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  ~ c h e s  i n  t h e  re- 
g i o n  of Campa B e l l a  V i s t a  i n  t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  Caaguazd ,  be tween  

C u r u g u a t y  and  San  ~ a a q u h ,  b u t  had  f a i l e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  I n d i a n s  con- 

c e r n e d  had  f l e d  a f t e r  a m a s s a c r e .  As he  s a i d ,  " P a r i n i  i s  now 

w o r k i n g  o v e r  t h e r e . "  T h i s  a c c o u n t  was c o n f i r m e d  by  t h r e e  "tame" 

~ c h b s  who had  been  w i t h  him and had  l i s t e n e d  t o  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  be -  

tween M r .  P e r e i r a  and  l o c a l  wood c u t t e r s .  

The  ~ c h e ' s  had  s h o t  a n  a r r o w  a t  a wood c u t t e r  a round  A u g u s t ,  

wounding  him be tween  t h e  l e g s .  A  r e v e n g e  r a i d  was o r g a n i z e d  a t  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  S e p t e m b e r  ( i . e . ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g  be tween  

P a r i n i  and  C o l o n e l  I n f a n z d n ) .  Some e i g h t  ~ c h b s  we rg  k i l l e d ;  s e v e r a l  

c h i l d r e n  w e r e  k i d n a p p e d  and  s o l d .  P e r e i r a  a f f i r m e d  t o  me t h a t  h e  

had  i n f o r m e d  C o l o n e l  I n f anzo ' n ,  t h e  compe t en t  a u t h o r i t y ,  a b o u t  t h i s  

r a i d .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  nc m e a s u r e s  have  been  t a k e n  a g a i n s t  t h e  k i l l e r s  

o r  t o  a i d  t h e  k i d n a p p e d  c h i l d r e n .  

1 0 .  The h i l l y  f o r e s t  r e g i o n  be tween  Caaguaz; and San ~ o a ~ u < n  

i n  t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  Caaguar;  was once  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  i n h a b i t e d  by 

~ c h C s  who a p p e a r e d ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a t  Tayad ,  i n  t h e  same Depa r tmen t ,  

i n  1965.31) I n  1 9 7 0 ,  a w o r k i n g  g roup  o f  t h e  UN-FAO and t h e  Para- 
guayan M i n i s t r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  P r o j e c t  on F o r e s t  and  F o r e s t  I ndu -  

s t r i e s  Development ,  i n c l u d i n g  Donald Wood, t h e  f i e l d  s u p e r v i s o r  

o f  t h e  F o r e s t  I n v e n t o r y  S e c t i o n  of t h e  p r o j e c t ,  and D a n i e l  Nolan .  

a Peace  Corps  v o l u n t e e r  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  f ouhd  t r a c e s  

of a n  Ache' band ( a  b a n d  u s u a l l y  numbers a t  l e a s t  some 2 0  pe r sons . )  

i n  t h e  same a r e a ,  c l o s e  t o  Gua j aqu i - cud ,  some 20 k i l o m e t e r s  w e s t  

o f  t h e  Caaguazd-Yh" road .  

Today,  i n f o r m a n t s  a r e  unanimous t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no  more AchCs 

i n  t h i s  a r e a .  T h i s  I l e a r n e d  a t  Gua j aqu i - cub .  As t h i s  f o r e s t  zone  

i s  su r rounded  on a l l  s i d e s  by t h e  l a n d  of Pa r aguayan  s e t t l e r s  

and  c a t t l e  b r e e d e r s ,  w i t h  no way of e s c a p e  f o r  t h e  Achhs ,  t h e y  

c a n n o t  have f l e d ,  b u t  have  most  p r o b a b l y  b e e n  e x t e r m i n a t e d  be tween 

1 9 7 0  and  1971.  

I n  June  1972 ,  i n  a s o u v e n i r  shop  a t  C a p i a t d ,  c l o s e  t o  Asun- 

c i d n ,  S  was o f f e r e d  some t y p i c a l  Ache o b j e c t s .  The owner o f  t h e  

shop  t o l d  me t h a t  t h e y  have  been  t a k e n  f rom " w i l d "  ~ c h 6 s  o f  t h e  

a r e a  ment ioned  above .  

I n  J u l y ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Depa r tmen t  de -  



c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  we re  no c o n c r e t e  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  m a s s a c r e s  of  I n -  

d i a n s  i n  P a r a g u a y ,  and  t h a t  he  had  r e c e i v e d  t h e  f i r s t  u n c o n f i r m e d  

d e t a i l s  o n l y  e i g h t  d a y s  p r e v i o u s l y . 3 2 )  G e n e r a l  B e j a c a n o ,  P r e s i -  
d e n t  o f  t h e  I n d i g e n i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P a r a g u a y ,  d e s c r i b e d  m a s s a c r e s  

a s  "p rob l ems"  t h a t  were "no rma l  i n  any  p a r t  of t h e  wor ld* .33 '  A s  

f o r  t h e  number o f  d e a d ,  Clemens "on Thuenen,  a German e n t r e p r e -  

n e u r  i n  P a r a g u a y  and  a  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  government  p o l i c y ,  who 

c o n s i d e r s  h i m s e l f  a s p e c i a l i s t  on  I n d i a n  q u e s t i o n s ,  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  

t h i s  p o i n t  was  n o t  i m p o r t a n t :  "The  f u n d a m e n t a l  p o i n t  i s  n o t  t o  

know how many have  d i e d ,  b u t  how many s u r v i v e . . . i f  t h e y  had  been  

l e f t  i n  t h e  f o r e s t ,  t h e y  would  have  d i e d  anyway." 34)  

B. THE REDUCTION OF THE " T A M E "  ACHE 

The o f f i c i a l l y  recommended s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  "problem" d o e s  

n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  of t h e  m a s s a c r e s  by means of l e g a l  p r e s -  

s u r e ,  b u t  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a " r e s e r v a t i o n "  t o  wh ich  t h e  Ach6,  

r h o  a r e  a "problem" e l s e w h e r e ,  may b e  d e p o r t ? d .  

I .  The F o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  
A well-knowri t l u r l t e r  a n d  s e l l e r  of ~ c h 6 s  i n  thc 1 9 5 0 ' s  w a s  

Manuel d e  Jesds P e r e i r a ,  a j u n i o r  p a r t n e r  of  ~ i c h ; n  ~ 6 p e z ,  t h e  

b i g g e s t  manhun t e r  i n  t h e  area.35' I n  1 9 5 9 ,  a band o f  ~ c h 6  whose 

h u n t i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  had  been  r e d u c e d  t o  much t o  p e r m i t  t h e  con-  

t i n u a t i o n  of t h e i r  f r e e  e x i s t e n c e ,  and  who were  s u f f e r i n g  s t r o n g  

p r e s s u r e  f r om t h e  m a n h u n t e r s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e n ,  s u r r e n d e r e d  t o  Pe-  

r e i r a  a t  Torr<n, Arroyo  Moro t f ,  c l o s e  t o  A v a i ,  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of 

San J u a n  ~ e p o m u c e n o . ~ ~ )  T h i s  was a t  t h e  t i m e  when t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  

had  t a k e n  some m e a s u r e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  s l a v e  h u n t e r s ,  o n e  o f  whom, 

~ i c h ; n  ~ 6 p e r ,  t h e  s e n i o r  p a r t n e r  o f  ~ e s 6 s  P e r e i r a ,  had  been  f o r -  

c ed  t o  l e a v e  t h e  c o u n t r y .  A f r a i d  of l e g a l  p r o s e c u t i o n ,  .Jes;s P e r e i -  

r a  d i d  n o t  d a r e  s e l l  h i s  new I n d i a n s ,  b u t  u s e d  them i n s t e a d  a s  a 

cheap  l a b o u r  f o r c e  on h i s  f a rm  a t  T o r r i n .  The s t o r y  he  t o l d  t h e  a u t h o -  

r i t i e s  was t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n s  had  s o u g h t  h i s  p r o t e c t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

l o v e d  h im.  I n  f a c t ,  t h e y  had  chosen  him m a i n l y  b e c a u s e  he  i s  u n a b l e  

t o  h a v e  c h i l d r e n ,  which  meant  mare  t r a n q u i l l i t y  i o r  t h e i r  w i v e s  

and  d a u g h t e r s  t h a n  w i t h  o t h e r  s l a v e  owne r s .  He s a i d  he  would  p r o -  

t e c t  t h e m ,  i f  o n l y  he  r e c e i v e d  i i n a n c i a l  a i d .  The a u t h o r i t i e s ,  

a l t h o u g h  w e l l  aware  of h i s  r e a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  a c c e p t e d  t h i s  s t o r y  - 
a t  f i r s t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  hoped t h a t  by i q t e g r a t i n g  him i n t o  t h e  o f -  

f i c i a l  h i e r a r c h y ,  t h e y  c o u l d  c o n t r o l  h i s  f a r m ,  which  o t h e m i s e  

t h r e a t e n e d  t o  becone  a n u c l e u s  o f  t h e  s a l e  o f  Ach6s.  L a t e r  o n ,  

some o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  may have  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  Je- 



s d s  P e r e i r a  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  p r o f i t .  P e r e i r a  w a s  nomina t ed  a s  a f u n c -  

t i o n a r y  of t h e  Y a t i v e  A f i a i r s  Depa r tmen t  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  De- 
f e n s e ,  and  h i s  f a rm  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a " r e s e r v a t i o n "  c a l l e d  

" ' G e n e r a l  M a r c i a l  Saman iego '  Guajak;  ( ~ c h h )  I n d i a n  A s s i s t a n c e  

a n 6  N a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  P o s t  W O .  l " ,  l a t e r  changed  t o  "Camp B l e s s e d  

Roque G o n r d l e r  o f  t h e  Ho ly  C r o s s " ,  and  f i n a l l y  e c d i n g  up  a s  "Na-  

t i a l a l  ~ u a ~ a k <  Co lony" .  

Jes6s  P e r e i r a ' s  f i r s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t  was  t o  p l u n d e r  t h e  

goods  of h i s  w a r d s  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e l l  them a s  t o u r i s t  s o u v e n i r s .  

''vVhen I v i s i t e d  t h e  camp f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e , "  CADOGAN remembers ,  

" o c  t h e  o c c a s i o n  of  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  ~ c h h s ,  t h e y  we re  a l l  wea- 

r i n g  t h e i r  weapons ,  o r n a m e n t s ,  e t c . ,  i n  f u l l ;  b u t  when I r e t u r l e d  

f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e  a l l  t h i s  had  d i s a p p e a r e d .  .. t h e  t o t a l  v a l - e  

o f  :he o b j e c t s  had  gone  i l t a  t h e  p u r s e  o f  P e r e i r a . " 3 7 !  

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  k n o w  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h i s  JesGs P e r e i r a ,  

who was o f f i c i a l l y  p r e s e n t e s  a s  t h e  s o l u = i a n  o i  t h e  Hchd p rob l em.  

The i i e n i h  e t h n o l o g i s t  CIASTRES, who l i v e d  on h i s  " r e s e r v a t i o n "  

f o r  9 mon ths  i n  1 9 6 2  and  1 9 6 3 ,  g i v e s  a vi.:id d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  him: 

"The  d a y s  p a s s e d  p e a c e f u l l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i e l  tb.e Pa r aguayan  c h i e f  

d i s a p p e a r e d .  H i s  a b s e n c e s  somet imes  e x t e n d e d  f o r  weeks  on  e n d ,  

wh ich  he  d e v o t e d  t o  e n d l e s s  b o u t s  of  d r u n k e n n e s s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  

of  t h e  a r e a .  When h e  r e t u r n e d ,  a l m o s t  u n a b l s  t o  keep  h i m s e l f  o n  t h e  

s a d d l e ,  he  would  e x p l o d e  i n  a f u r y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  p u l -  

l i n g  o u t  h i s  gun and  f i r i n g  i t  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  and  s h o u t i n g  

vague  t h r e a t s  i n  G u a r a n i  ( t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  r u r a l  P a r a g u a y ) :  " F r o r  

h i s  new power  he  d r ew  d i r e c t  a d v a n t a g e s ,  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  o f  which  

was a c c e s s  t o  t h e  young g i r l s  of t h e  t r i b e . . . .  I f  t h e  s a l a r y  he  

r e c e i v e d  was m o d e s t ,  t h e  q u a n t i t y  of  f o o d  - f l o u r ,  g r e a s e ,  s u g a r ,  

and powdered m i l k  - s e n t  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n s  f rom A s u n c i d n ,  w a s ,  o n  

t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  r a t h e r  i n p o r t a n t .  The ~ c h d s  c e r t a i n l y  r e c e i v e d  

p a r t  o f  i t ,  b u t  t h e  r e s t  w a s  d i v e r t e d  by t h e  vzhite c h i e f ,  who 

s o l d  i t ,  f o r  h i s  e x c l u s i v e  p r o f i t ,  t o  t h e  f a r m e r s  of t h e  r e g i o n . " 3 8 J  

I n  1 9 6 0 ,  CADOGAN o f f i c i a l l y  recommended t h e  d i s m i s s a l  of  Jes6s 

P e r e i r a .  " T h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  was n o t  a c c e p t e d , "  he  remembers ,"and  

a s  he  found h i m s e l f  f r e e  o f  a l l  c o n t r o l  and  d i s c i p l i n e ,  i t  i s  

l o g i c a l  t h a t  he  began  t o  f e e l  v e r y  p o w e r f u l ,  becoming t h e  abso -  

l u t e  r u l e r  and  m a s t e r  of  t h e  unhappy ~ c h h s : ~ ~ )  I n  1 9 6 5 ,  t h e  

Pa r aguayan  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  CHhSE SARDI w r o t e  t h a t  .Tes;s P e r e i r a  " i s  

a t  l i b e r t y  o n l y  c o n d i t i o n a l l y ,  b e c a u s e  w i t h  t h e  s t o c k  o f  h i s  p i -  

s t o l  he  b r o k e  t h e  s k u l l  o f  an 8 0 - y e a r - o l d  man,Don E u s t a q u i o  B r i z u e l a ,  

a s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  t r i a l  r e c o r d s  a f  t h e  c o u r t  of t h e  f i r s t  i n -  



s t a n c e  of t h e  S e c r e t a r < a  of ~ e n f t e z . " ~ ~ )  On 30  November 1971,  I 

myself hea rd  P e r e i r a  (whom I had seen some hours  b e f o r e  complete- 

l y  d runk)  b o a s t  t h a t  he had s h o t  down a man: " I  am a g r e a t  k i l -  

l e r ! "  I t h e n  saw t h e  v i c t i m ,  s t i l l  a l i v e  b u t  c r i p p l e d  f o r  t h e  

r e s t  of h i s  l i f e .  According t o  t h o s e  who had w i t n e s s e d  t h e  i n -  

c i d e n t  j u s t  two hours  p r e v i o u s l y ,  J e s 6 s  P e r e i r a  had come on hor-  

seback t o  t h e  v i c t i m ' s  d o o r ,  asked him t o  come o u t ,  s t r e t c h e d  

o u t  h i s  hand a s  i f  t o  g r e e t  him, and t h e n ,  a t  t h e  moment when t h e  

v i c t i m  was s t a n d i n g  below h i s  h o r s e  and going t o  t a k e  h i s  ex ten-  

ded hand,  he had p u l l e d  o u t  h i s  gun and s t a r t e d  shoo t ing .  When 

someone t r i e d  t o  a l e r t  t h e  p o l i c e ,  t h e  agen t  h i d  behind t h e  po- 

l i c e  s t a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  n o t  t o  be invo lved  i n  t h e  c a s e ,  because 
he was a f r a i d  of ~ e s 6 s  P e r e i r a .  Some days l a t e r ,  a m i l i t a r y  tri- 

buna l  a t  Asuncidn s t a r t e d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  s topped i t  aga in  

b e f o r e  any w i t n e s s e s ,  e x c e p t  J e s 6 s  P e r e i r a  h i m s e l f ,  had been 

heard .  A s  t h e  p r e s e c u t a r  of  t h e  t r i b u n a l ,  Cap ta in  F l o r e s ,  ex- 

p l a i n e d  t o  me, t h e y  had p r e f e r r e d  n o t  t o  c o n t i n u e ,  s i n c e  J e s d s  

P e r e i r a  was c o n s i d e r e d  t o o  impor tan t  a man i n  I n d i a n  a f f a i r s .  On 

h i s  r e t u r n  from Asuncibn,  J e s d s  P e r e i r a  b o a s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was 

proof  t h a t  he was f r e e  t o  k i l l  anybody he wanted.  I n  January  1972, 

he raped  a  10-year -o ld  g i r l  and t h e n  t h r e a t e n e d  h e r  f a t h e r  w i t h  

d e a t h  i f  he d a r e d  t o  denounce t h e  c r ime;  so much was he f e a r e d ,  

t h a t  t h e  g i r l ' s  f a m i l y  f i n a l l y  i e f t  t h e  area .  
As I have ment ioned above, c a p t i v e  ~ c h 6 s  a r e  used t o  c a p t u r e  

t h e i r  b r e t h r e n  who a r e  s t i l l  f r e e .  I have i n  a n o t h e r  a r t i c l e  ex- 

p l a i n e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s  why t h i s  i s  p o s s i b l e . 4 0 '  ~ e s 6 s  P e r e i r a  

h a s  t o l d  h i s  I n d i a n s  t h a t  t h e  way f a r  them t o  become l i k e  w h i t e  

men i s  t o  go and h u n t  more Ache j u s t  a s  t h e  Whites do :  "Many 

~ c h 6  you w i l l  c a t c h ,  a w h i t e  man you w i l l  be!" Inducing t h e  A C ~ C  
t o  do t h i s  i s  f a c i l i t a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Ache a r e  s p l i t  up 

i n t o  many smal l  g r o u p s ,  o f t e n  a t  war w i t h  each o t h e r  and wi th  a l -  

most no common " t r i b a l "  f e e l i n g .  One of  t h e  Rese rva t ion  I n d i a n s  

a c t i v e  i n  manhunting t o l d  me t h a t  t h e y  t i e d  t h e  hands of  t h o s e  

who t r i e d  t o  r e s i s t  beh ind  t h e i r  backs.  One of  t h o s e  cap tu red  

t o l d  me t h a t  he was drawn " a  long way" o v e r  t h e  s o i l  wi th  a r o p e ,  

w h i l e  he was r e s i s t i n g  c a p t u r e  wi th  h i s  hands and f e e t ,  t r y i n g  t o  

g r i p  t h e  s o i l .  

Thus, i n  June  1962,  t h e  Rese rva t ion  numbered a t  l e a s t  100  

~ c h 6 s ,  p robab ly  1 1 o 4 l ) ,  a t  l e a s t  60 of  whom had been brought  t h e r e  

by d i r e c t  ~ i o l e n c e . ~ "  I n  J u l y  1968,  o n l y  68 I n d i a n s  were l e f t .  43 1 

T h i s  demographic r e d u c t i o n  becomes mare s p e c t a c u l a r  i f  we t a k e  



i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h a t  t h e  Ache a r e  a v e r y  f e r t i l e  p e o p l e ,  and  t h a t  

t h e i r  cu s tom o f  i n f a n t i c i d e  h a s  been  a b o l i s h e d  on t h e  R e s e r v a -  

t i o n .  "When I a r r i v e d  a t  Ar royo  M o r o t i , "  CLASTRES remembers ,  

" t h e r e  we re  a b o u t  1 0 0 .  I l e f t  then! one y e a r  l a t e r ;  no more t h a n  

7 5  w e r e  l e f t .  The o t h e r s  had  d i e d  of d i s e a s e s ,  had  been  e a t e n  by  

T B ,  l a c k i n g  c a r e ,  l a c k i n g  e v e r y t h i n g . " 4 4 1  "Can we a d m i t , "  CAW- 

GAN,  t h e n  a N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  o f f i c i a l ,  a s k e d  i n  1 9 6 5 ,  " t h a t  a c o u n t r y  

l i k e  o u r s . . .  p a s s i v e l y  a l l o w s  t h e  l a s t  r e m n a n t s  o f  t h e  most  p r i -  

m i t i v e  and  mos t  i n t e r e s t i n g  t r i b e  of t h i s  r a c e  ( i . e . ,  o f  t h e  Tu- 

p; I n d i a n s ;  CAWGAN i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  Ach6) t o  

p e r i s h  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  a l i t t l e  b i t  of C h r i s t i a n  c h a r i -  

t y ~ ~ ~ '  CADOGAN l o s t  h i s  o f f i c i a l  f u n c t i o n s ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  he  

had  p u b l i s h e d  t h i s  s e n t e n c e .  CHASE SARDI, i n  1 9 6 5 ,  p o i n t e d  o u t  

t h e  " a b s o l u t e  l a c k  o f  any  t y p e  of p r e v e n t i v e  med ic ine"  o n  t h e  ~ c h e '  

~ e s e r v a t i o n . ~ ~ '  O f f i c i a l l y ,  i n  1 9 6 8 ,  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  " m e d i c a l  and  

s a n i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e "  was a d m i t t e d  a s  one o f  t h e  r easons  f o r  t h e  

c a t a s t r o p h e . 4 6 )  E v i d e n c e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  a n o t h e r  a r t i c l e 4 7 1  shows 

t h a t  t h e  o f t e n - c i t e d  b i o l o g i c a l  shock  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

t h e  m i c r o b e s  o f  t h e  w h i t e  man c a n n o t  be  t h e  main r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  

d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of so many I n d i a n s .  Many of  them had  been  i n  con- 

t a c t  w i t h  W h i t e s  b e f o r e ,  h a v i n g  been  c a p t u r e d  by  t h e  P a r a g u a y a n s  

a n d  h a v i n g  e s c a p e d  a g a i n ,  b e f o r e  f i n a l l y  coming t o  t h e  R e s e r v a -  

t i o n .  B e s i d e s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e d u c t i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  n o t  

when t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  w a s  f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  b u t  l a t e r  on. 

The main r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  ~ c h 6  p o p u l a t i o n  

seem t o  me t o  be  HUNGER, c a u s e d  n o t  bv  t h e  l a c k ,  b u t  bv t h e  non- 

d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  o f  f o o d ;  and  t h e  SELLING o r  g i v i n g  away o f  ReSer- 

v a t i o n  I n d i a n s  t o  o u t s i d e r s .  Hunger s h o u l d  n o t  have  been  i n e v i t -  

a b l e ,  s i n c e  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  from i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  h a s  had  a con-  

s i d e r a b l e  f o o d  p r o d u c t i o n  of i t s  own and h a s  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  a u t -  

s i d e  aid. I n  1 9 5 9 ,  a Commission f o r  A id  t o  Guayak$ ( ~ c h 6 )  A b a r i g i -  

nes was f o u n d e d ;  d i s s o l v e d  i n  1961 ,  i t  was r e - c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  

1963.48) As f o r  t h e  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  we 

have  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  BORGOCNCN, t h e n  V i c e - D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Depa r t -  

ment  o f  I n d i g e n o u s  A f f a i r s ,  b a sed  on  t h e  o f f i c i a l  f i g u r e s  o f  t h i s  

Depa r tmen t :  I n  Augus t  1 9 6 7 ,  "20 ,000  k i l o s  o f  m a i z e  c o r n ;  1 2 0 , 0 0 0  

k i l o s  of m a n i a c ;  8 8 0  k i l o s  o f  r i c e ;  5 0 0  k i l o s  o f  p e a n u t s ,  p o t a -  

t o e s ,  pumpkins and  b e a n s "  were  p r o d u c e d ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p i g  and  

c h i c k e n  r a i s i n g .  49)  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  w a s  h u n g e r ,  a s  t h e  In- * 
d i a n s  t h e m s e l v e s  a s s u r e d  me. N u t r i t i o n a l  p rob l ems  a s  a r e a s o n  f o r  

t h e  demographic  c a t a s t r o p h e  a r e  a l s o  c i t e d  by  t h e  Pa r aguayan  doc -  

t o r  and  e x - P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  I n d i g e n i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P a r a g u a y ,  



D r .  AREVOLO P A R I S ,  known t o  be  a s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  Government A- 

c h 6  p o l i c y ,  and  by  t h e  A r g e n t i n e  e t h n o g r a p h e r  T O h S I N I .  These  

two s p e c i a l i s t s  do n o t  s p e a k  o p e n l y  o f  h u n g e r ,  b u t  t h e y  do men- 

t i o n  t h e  l a c k  o f  v i t a m i n s  and  o t h e r  s u b s t a n c e s  n o r m a l l y  c o n t a i n e d  

i n  mea t  - w h i l e  o f f i c i a l l y ,  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  r e c e i v e s  a s p e c i a l  

s u b s i d y  f o r  mea t  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n s .  The r e d u c t i o n  o f  n u t r i t i o n  com- 

p a r e d  w i t h  t h a t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  l i f e  o f  t h e  ~ c h 6  i n  t h e  

f o r e s t ,  TOMASINI w r i t e s ,  " c o u l d  have  d i m i n i s h e d  t h e  o r g a n i c  d e -  

f e n s e s  wh ich  t h e  a b o r i g i n e s  c o u l d  have  u s e d  t o  n e u t r a l i z e  t h e  

e f f e c t  o f  c e r t a i n  d iseases : '  50) 

11. The S a l e  o f  Humans 

The s a l e  of human b e i n g s  i s  s t i l l  c a r r i e d  o n ; t h i s  c a n  b e  con- 

f i r r , e d  by t h o s e  who g e t  i n t o  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  

1 n d i a n s . I t  i s  a l s o  a more o r  l e s s  well-known b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g ,  I s h a l l  p o i n t  o u t  i n  d e t a i l  some of  t h e  f a c t s  I 

a b s e r v e d , a n d  wh ich  a r e  e a s i l y  o b s e r v a b l e  by anyone  e l s e , w h i c h  

seem t o  c o n f i r m  t h i s  s u s p i c i o n .  

1. T h e r e  i s  a n  o b v i o u s  numer i c  d i s p r o p o r t i o n  be tween t h e  

ma le  and  f e m a l e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  - o b s e r v a b l e ,  howeve r ,  

o n l y  among p e r s o n s  above  t h e  age  o f  a b o u t  f i v e  y e a r s .  On t h e  c o n -  

t r a r y  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  among c h i l d r e n  be low a b o u t  

5 y e a r s  o f  a g e .  The  m o s t  o b v i o u s  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  n o t  a b i o l o g i c a l  

m i r a c l e  among t h e  ~ c h C  r a c e ,  b u t  t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  s m a l l  g i r l s  

j u s t  a t  t h e  a g e  ",hen p e o p l e  i n  t h e  area most  l i k e  t o  buy them: 

when t h e y  a r e  no l o n g e r  b a b i e s  ( i . e .  no l o n g e r  d i f f i c u l t  t o  k e e p ,  

f e e d  e t c .  ) ,  b u t  n o t  y e t  o l d  enough t o  b e  r e b e l l i o u s .  I n  t h e  f o l -  

l o w i n g  I s h a l l  r e p r o d u c e  s e v e r a l  r e c e n t  s t a t i s t i c s  f r om a p e r i o d  

a f t e r  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  a new g roup  i n  1 9 7 0 ,  b e f o r e  1 9 7 2 ;  t h e s e  f i -  

g u r e s ,  n o t  a l w a y s  e x t r e m e l y  e x a c t ,  o b t a i n e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  moments 

u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  by d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n s ,  do n o t  a l w a y s  

c o r r e s p o n d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  t h e i r  e x a c t  d e t a i l s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  un-  

an imous  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  t e n d e n c y  i s  r e g a r d e d :  t h e r e  seems 

t o  be  an u n n a t u r a l  b r e a k  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  a b o u t  5 y e a r s .  

c e n s u s :  a b c  

a d u l t  men: 38 4 0  

a d u l t  women: 23 1 8  

b o y s  o v e r  5 :  2 0  2 0  

g i r l s  a v e r  5 :  8 9  

m a l e s  o v e r  5 :  58 6 0  59 



boys under 5: 6 7 4 

girls under 5: 7 7 11 

Census a: Statistics I was shown at the Native Affairs 

Department of the Ministry of Defense,from 1971. 
Census b: "Censo de la Colonia Nacional Guajaki", un- 

dertaken by Luis Albospino on 7 December 1970;the de- 

signation more or less corresponding to "under 5" is 

"lactantes". This word probably includes some children 

whom in western civilization we would not consider as 

babies, up to the age of 2 or 3 years. It is not quite 

exact to call them "children under 5", but I have in- 

cluded the "lactantes" here, as they are the most si- 

milar rubric in Albospino's statistics. 
Census c: My own census,taken in November 1971; the 

blanks are explained by the fact that I have to check 

my notes again a-d do not want to publish data not yet 

completely confirmed. 

2. In a "weeping song" which I recorded on tape in March 1972, 

the perhaps 30-year-old Ach; woman Kanechirigi complains that she 

does not know what has happened to her daughters,who are now li- 

ving "in the houses of mighty Paraguayans". She also sings that 

many ~ c h C  daughters are now living in the house of Mrs.Pereira 

at the farmer site of the Reservation,where Mrs. Pereira stayed 
when her husband moved the Reservation aver to a new site in 

1968.~~) 
According to statements made to me by Reservation Indians, 

one of the girls thus seperated from her family and now perhaps 
living with Mrs. Pereira, is Brikhgi (Nimia Pereira), some 15 

years old, daughter of Jak6gi (Pablo Pereira) and his wife Brikigi 

(Lorenza ~ereira)~) Of course the Indians cannot know if this 

girl still lives at the old place or if she has been sold in the 

meantime. 

Note: In order to permit easy identification, the names of 
the Reservation Aches are aiven in the fallowinq wav: first the 
native name; then, in parenthesis, the name b e s h e d  on the 
Indian by Mr. Jes6s Pereira. This "civilized" name always inclu- 
des the surname "Pereira". fallowina the Paraauavan  slavehalders' ~~~ ~~~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ 

costum of contending legaily that ~ t 6 e  slaves &'their "children". 



3 .  Jimong t h e  names o f  m i s s i n g  boys  g i v e n  t o  me by t h e  

I n d i a n s , I  s h a l l  m e n t i o n  one a b o u t  whose c a s e  I have  r e c i e v e d  

c o n c r e t e  d e t a i l s  f r om t h e  mouths  o f  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  i n f o m a n t s :  

K r a j b g i ,  s o n  o f  K i n i r i g i  ( F e l i p a  P e r e i r a )  and  one  o f  h e r  two 

h u s b a n d s ,  e i t h e r  ~ y u u k ; g i  Krarnigi  ( J u a n  C a r l o s  P e r e i r a )  o r  

~ ~ b w ~ r i g i  (Angel  P e r e i r a ) .  This boy was b o r n  a r o u n d  1955  o r  1957. 

He was  t a k e n  away by ~ e s 6 i  P e r e i r a ,  who g a v e  him t o  p e o p l e  i n  

u n i f o r m s  who t o o k  h i n  o f f  o n  a t r u c k .  T h i s  was c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a 

d i s c i p l i n a r y  measure  a g a i n s t  o n e  o f  t h e  two p o s s i b l e  f a t h e r s ,  
+ - )  

~ ~ v u k 6 g i  Kramigi  ( J u a n  C a r l o s ) ,  t h e  c h i e f  o f  a band i n  r e v o l t . d L  

4.  A young man a b o u t  1 6  y e a r s  05 a g e ,  Kanhgi ( C a r l i n o  

P e r e i r a ) ,  was l i v i n g  or, t h e  R e s e r v a t i o ?  when we v i s i t e d  i t  f r o r  

Sep t embe r  t o  Yovember 1 9 7 1 . ~ ~ )  When we r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i -  

on i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 2 ,  he  hao  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  a s  c a n  be  c o n f i r m e d  by 

M e s s r s .  I a n  H u t c h i n s o n  and  Uonald Wood, o f  t h e  UP<-FAO and  P a r a g u -  

ayan  M i n i s t r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  P r o j e c t  on F o r e s t  and  F o r e s t  I ndu -  

s t r i e s  Development ,who w e r e  accompanying  u s .  h:=. Wood a s k e d  J e i i i  

P e r e i r a  what  had  ?appened  t o  t h i s  I n d i a n .  P e r e i r a  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he  

had  f l e d  f rom t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n , t h u s  a d m i t t i n g  K a n h g i ' s  d i i a p p e i -  

r a n c e ,  h u t  e x p l a i n i n g  i t  i n  h i s  owr, way. But a l l  t h e  I i l a i d i , ~  I 

q u e s t i o n e d  a b o u t  t h i s  c a s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  K a n h g i ' i  young w i f e  Kaneda- 

r d g i  ~ i k $ g i  (Ange l a  F e r e i r a ) ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  Kan fg i  had  been  d e p o r -  

t,ed by t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  C o l o n e l  T r i -  

s t i n  InfanzAn,  who had  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  of s e l l i n g  Kanhgi 

t o  , m e  P a r a g u a y a n .  T h i s  must  h a v e  happened  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  we 

were  away f rom t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  be tween  5  December 1971  and  5 

F e t r d a r y  1972.  ~ a n h g i  d i d  n o t  a g a i n  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  be -  

f o r e  we d e p a r t e d  on  1 2  March 1972.  

When we a g a i n  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  o n  2 4  A p r i l  1 9 7 2 ,  

w e  f ound  Kankgi t h e r e , i n  a v e r y  c r i t i c a l  s t a t e  o f  h e a l t h .  As 

w i t n e s s e d  by M r .  Dona ld  Wood and  two members o f  t h e  American P e a c e  

C o r p s ,  Messrs .  David  G r i g g s  and  D a n i e l  N o l a n ,  who had  a c c o n p a n i -  

e d  u s ,  Kanhgi had  b e e n  s e r i o u s l y  wounded by a b u l l e t  i n  t h e  l e g .  

The  I n d i a n s  t o l d  u s  t h a t  Kankgi  had  r u n  away f rom t h e  Pa raguayan  

p e o p l e  h e  had  been f o r c e d  t o  work f o r ,  and  had  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  

w i f e  a f t e r  a f l i g h t  o f  s e v e r a l  d a y s  and  n i g h t s .  

5 .  I n  1 9 7 1 , w e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t K a n d e p u k d g i , a n  Ache! of a b o u r  

35 y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  seemed t o  s u f f e r  f r om TB;  h e  o f t e n  s p a t  b l o o d .  

T h i s  was c o n s i d e r e d  by J e s 6 s  P e r e i r a  a s  a p r o o f  o f  t h e  I n d i a n ' s  

" w i l d n e s s " .  Due t o  h i s  i l l n e s s , h e  was  p h y s i c a l l y  u n a b l e  t o  work 
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e d  t h a t  h ,  

, because  

, a n d  who 

h a r d ,  and  t h i s  was c o n s i d e r e d  by J e s d s  P e r e i r a  a s  a r e b e l l i o u s  

a t t i t u d e .  

On 1 7  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 7 1 ,  KandepukGgi had  a d i s p u t e  w i t h  a man 

e n j o y i n g  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  J e s d s  P e r e i r a .  On 21 S e p t e m b e r ,  I l e f t  

t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  e a r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g , a n d  r e t u r n e d  by  noon,which  

was e a r l i e r  t h a n  I was  e x p e c t e d  b a c k .  On my way back  t o  t h e  Re- 

s e r v a t i o n ,  I met  ~ a n d e ~ u k d g i  f o l l o w i n g  a Pa r aguayan  s e t t l e r  of 

t h e  a r e a  who was l e a v i n g  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  I a s k e d  t h e  P a r a g u a y a n  

whe re  t h e y  we e was t a k i n g  Kandepukdgi  

away t o  h i s  f t h i s  was a v e r y  w i l d  

I n d i a n  who d i  needed  t o  b e  s e p a r a t e d  

f rom h i s  p e o p l e  and  t o  b e  e d u c a t e d  by a s t r o n g  hand .  I a s k e d  

~ a n d e p u k d g i  wha t  h e  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h i s ,  b u t  h e  was  u n a b l e  t o  a n -  

s w e r , o b v i o u s l y  d u e  t o  emo t ion .  When I met  my w i f e , w h o  had  re -  

ma ined  a t  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  m o r n i n g , s h e  t o l d  me t h a t  Kandepu- 

k 6 g i  had  come t o  o u r  h u t  and  s t r e t c h e d  o u t  on t h e  s o i l  b e f o r e  o u r  

d o o r ;  h e  had  o b v i o u s l y  been  c a l l i n g  f o r  h e l p .  

Some h o u r s  l a t e r ,  I me t  J e s d s  P e r e i r a .  P r e t e n d i n g  t o  know 

n o t h i n g ,  I a s k e d  him whe re  Kandepukdgi  was .  He answered  e v a s i v e -  

l y .  I t o l d  him I s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  work w i t h  t h a t  I n d i a n  s i n c e  h e  was 

a v e r y  good i n f o r m a n t  on  my tho logy .  J e s 6 s  P e r e i r a  t r i e d  t o  con- 

v i n c e  me of t h e  c o n t r a r y .  B u t  one  day  l a t e r ,  ~ a n d e p u k d g i  a g a i n  ap -  

p e a r e d  on t h e  

6 .  I n  luavemoer i r i r ,  we t o o k  an  Ache g i r l  o f  a b o u t  11 y e a r s  

of a g e  t o  A s u n c i i n ,  f o r  what  we t h o u g h t  would  b e  a s h o r t  t r i p  l a -  

s t i n g  t h r e e  d a y s .  By a c c i d e n t ,  we had  t o  s t a y  l o n g e r ,  and  w e r e  un- 

a b l e  t o  s e n d  t h e  g i r l  back  a t  once .  We e x p l a i n e d  o u r  p rob l em 

t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Depa r tmen t  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  

o f  D e f e n s e ,  C o l o n e l  I n  x p r e s s i n g  our c o n c e r n  t h a t  a s t a y  

o f  more t h a n  two w e e k s  i t y  m i g h t  a l i e n a t e  h e r  f rom h e r  

n a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  H i s  an swer :  " T h e r e  i s  an  e a s y  way t o  h e l p  t h e  

g i r l !  J u s t  t h e  o t h e r  d a y ,  G e n e r a l  C a b e l l a  ( t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  De- 

f e n s e )  a g a i n  a s k e d  me t o  g i v e  him an  AchC g i r l . "  

Summary: We c a n  c i t e  s e v e r a l  c o n c r e t e  c a s e s  which  c o u l d  

s e r v e  a s  a b a s i s  f a r  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  I n d i a n s  conce rned ,wh ich  would  

b e  p o s s i b l e  even w i t h o u t  knowing t h e  ~ c h ;  l a n g u a g e ,  a s  many of  

t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  I n d i a n s  speak  t h e  ~ u a r a n f  t o n g u e  of t h e  P a r a g u a y a n s .  

The  t r u t h  of t h e s e  c a s e s  c o u l d  be  checked  by s u c h  a n  i n q u i r y .  The- 

se cases  can  serve a s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  Ache Reserva- 

t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y  g i r l s ,  and  i n  some cases  a l s o  a d u l t s , a r e  b e i n g  



"given away" or sold,and thus separated from their families and 
fellows against their wills. There is every indication that this 

is still going on. 
Mr. Jes6s Pereira must be considered as one of those mainly 

responsible for this situation, but in at least one c a s e  we found 
evidence of the implication of the Director of the Native Affairs 
Department, Colonel 1nfanz6n. Responsible as well are those who 
have access to the Reservation and could easily check the size of 

its population. Here again we must mention Colonel Infanz6n,who 
visits the Reservation frequently; and Dr. Rufino ~r6valo Paris, 

an Asuncion physician and ex-President of the Paraguayan Indige- 
nist Assaciation,also a member of the "Guayaki (~ch6) Indian Aid 
Commission": Dr.~r;volo Paris is officially concerned with the 
demographic situation on the Reservation,by delegation from the 
Native Affairs Department and from the Guayaki Indian Aid Commission, 

and with keeping up to date the list of all its inhabitants. 
Responsible to a lesser degree is Mr. Milan Zeman, President of 
the Guayaki Indian Aid Commission,who collects in his office do- 

cuments concerning the population of the Reservation, and especi- 
ally, the list of all its inhabitants. He can at least be accused 
of a total failure in his supervisory task. 

111. The Reservation at Present 
The following account describes the Reservation as my wife 

and I experienced it during our stay in 1971 and 1972. Changes 
which has occured since April 1972 are not taken into account,but 
will be described in a following chapter. 

The shortage of women, created by the situation described in 

the preceding chapter,is still greater because the administrator 
concentrates some of the girls in his own house. Of the five 
girls between around 6 and 12 years of age, f o u r  live in the hou- 
se of that somewhat sexually abnormal J e s 6 s  Pereira, who is over 65 
years of age- supposedly because they are orphans. This is true of 
three of them,but they could easily find foster parents among ot- 
her members of their families. Besides, it is only female orphans 
who live in this house, while there are many more male ones on the 
Reservation. As of February 1972, three adult girls also live in 

3 e s 6 s  Pereira's house. 
All these girls are accessible not only to 3esds Pereira, but 

also to friends of his who visit the Reservation; a s  such visitors 
the Indians cite the previously mentioned Messrs. Infanz6n and 
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Arevolo P a r i s .  I was myself o f f e r e d  f i r s t  an a d u l t  g i r l  ( t h e  o f -  

f e r  be ing  made i n  a d i s g u i s e d  way by M r .  In fanzdn ,  and more 

d i r e c t l y  by ~ e s 6 s  P e r e i r a ) ;  t h e n ,  a s  I showed no i n t e r e s t ,  I was 

o f f e r e d  an  immature g i r l  of 11. 

One must expec t  t h a t  t h i s  premature  sexua l  c o e r c i o n  w i l l  

cause i n  a t  l e a s t  some of t h e s e  g i r l s  a d i s t a s t e  f a r  normal mari- 

t a l  l i f e .  The normal f ami ly  l i f e  of t h e  ~ c h 6  i s  a l s o  be ing  d i s -  

tu rbed  by i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e i r  mar r i age  a f f a i r s .  We obsgrved one 
c a s e  where t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  took i n t o  h i s  house a young g i r l  

j u s t  marr iec  o n i a  P e r e i r a )  ; h e r  husband 

i s  J a p e g i  ( I  h e r  c a s e ,  t h e  admi- 
n i s t r a t o r  dr up h i s  w i f e  tem- 

p o r a r i l y  i n  arurr L" nave  nec a~ nib u l s p o s a ~ ;  r h i s  woman i s  Tord- 

g i  (Luc ia  Conchi ta  P e r e i r a ) ;  h e r  husban 6g i  Chach6gi (Mb- 

ximo P e r e i r a ) .  I n  s t i l l  ano ther  c a s e ,  t e r e n c e  of  ~ e s 6 s  

P e r e i r a  a t  l e a s t  endangered t h e  u n i t y  a t  a  coup le  whose w i f e  h e  

used  f o r  h i s  purposes :8e ipuradar6g i  ( J u l i a  P e r e i r a ) ,  t h e  w i f e  

of  Ba ip6g i  ~ a w d g i  (Lucio P e r e i r a ) .  J e s 6 s  P e r e i r a ' s  more o r  l e s s  

o f f i c i a l  concub ine ,  K r e j a k u j d g i  ( R i t a  P e r e i r a ) ,  about  20 y e a r s  of  

a g e ,  would l i k e  t o  marry BywSgi (Faus to  P e r e i r a ) ,  b u t  i s  w i t h o u t  

hope of  r e a l i z i n g  t h i s  ambit ion.  

I n  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  c a p t u r e d  Achd wives were t a k e n  away from t h e i r  

husbands and given t o  t h o s e  ~ c h 6  who had a l r e a d y  l i v e d  on t h e  Re- 

s e r v a t i o n  f o r  some t ime and who had won J e s 6 s  P e r e i r a ' s  conf idence  

by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  h u n t  f o r  t h e i r  b r e t h r e n .  As t h e r e  i s  a 

l a c k  of  women on t h e  Rese rva t ion ,  t h i s  p o l i c y  i s  one of t h e  f a c -  

t o r s  used  by J e s 6 s  P e r e i r a  t o  induce t h e  Rese rva t ion  I n d i a n s  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  h i s  manhunting e x p e d i t i o n s .  Such f o r c e d  coup les  

are:  ~ ~ b w ~ r d g i  (Angel P e r e i r a )  and h i s  w i f e  Baivyrawach6gi ( J u l i a  

P e r e i r a ) ;  ~ a j a m i r i g i  (Marcel ino "Machen;" P e r e i r a )  and h i s  w i f e  

Kryp6rSgi; ~ i r d g i  (Locadio "Nogaio" P e r e i r a )  and h i s  w i f e  J6vgmai 

~ r e v i g m a .  JQugmai Brdvigma, cap tu red  towards  t h e  end of 1970, d i e d  

i n  e a r l y  1971; a f t e r  h e r  d e a t h ,  A i r d g i  took t h e  c a p t u r e d  Tordgi  

(Lucia Conchi ta  P e r e i r a ) ,  who l a t e r  on  managed t o  r e t u r n  t o  h e r  a l -  

s o  c a p t i v e  husband Kvevegi Chach6gi ( ~ d x i m o  P e r e i r a ) ,  b e f o r e  J e s 6 s  

P e r e i r a  s e p a r a t e d  h e r  a g a i n  from him. Not t o  make t h i s  paper  a 

sen t imenta l  n o v e l ,  b u t  j u s t  i n  o r d e r  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  c l i m a t e  on 

t h i s  Rese rva t ion  and t h e  d a i l y  v i o l a t i o n  of Human R i g h t s ,  I should 

l i k e  t o  d e s c r i b e  i n  a  b i t  more d e t a i l  t h e  case of  t h i s  couple:  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e i r  c a p t u r e ,  a c h i l d  of t h e i r s  d i e d  from hunger. 

According t o  t h e  custom of  t h e  AchQ, they  wanted t o  bury him i n  

t h e  f o r e s t  accord ing  t o  t h e i r  r i t e s ,  b u t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  i n t e r -  
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f e r e d  and  o b l i g e d  them t o  b u r y  him c l o s e  t o  t h e  h o u s e  and  i n  t h e  

C h r i s t i a n  way. T h i s  mean t  t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Ache r e l i g i o n ,  t h e  

s p i r i t  of t h e  c h i l d  s t a y e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  h o u s e  and  c o n s t i t u t e d  a 
d a n g e r  t h a t  would  b e  e s p e c i a l l y  g r a v e  i f  t h e  m o t h e r  had  s e x u a l  

i n t e r c o u r s e .  So t h e  c o u p l e  a b s t a i n e d  f rom s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  w a i t i n g  

f o r  a n  o c c a s i o n  when t h e y  c o u l d  f u l f i l 1  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r i t e s  wh ich  

w e r e  f o r b i d d e n  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  woman was  

o b l i g e d  t o  have  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  o t h e r  men c o n s t i t u t e d  n o t  o n l y  

a m a r i t a l  p rob l em f o r  t h i s  c o u p l e ,  b u t  a l s o  a r e l i g i o u s  o n e ,  a n d  

a s e r i o u s  d a n g e r  from t h o  s p i r i t .  D e s p i t e  s t r o n g  p r e s s u r e ,  s h e  

a l w a y s  r e t u r n e d  t o  h e r  r e a l  husband  a f t e r  a w h i l e ,  b u t  I do n o t  

know how l o n g  s h e  w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  a t t i t u d e .  O t h e r  

f o  re :  B i k 6 g i  ( S a n t i a g o  P e r e i r a )  and  Bywlg i ;  Kaneg i  

(C , whose d i s a p p e a r a n c e  f rom t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  I h a v e  

me and  h i s  w i f e  K a n e d a r i g i  P i k q g i  (Angels P e r e i r a ) ;  

B a l p u g l  J a w a g l ' i ~ 6 c i o  P e r e i r a )  and  B e i p u r a d a r g g i  ( J u l i a  P e r e i r a ) .  

I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  i n  t h e  l a s t  two of t h e s e  f o r c e d  a l l i a n c e s ,  

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  i n t e r f e r e d  a g a i n  when an  e l e m e n t  of l o v e  ap- 

p e a r e d  i n  them. I have  a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d  h i s  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  

c a s e  o f  B a i p 6 g i  and  B a i p u r a d a r 6 g i .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Kaneg i  and  Ka- 

n e d a r g g i ,  t h e  husband was  d e p o r t e d  f rom t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  and  t h e  

w i f e  was  t h e n  g i v e n  t o  Ramdn P e r e i r a ,  a n  nchC e n j o y i n g  t h e  can -  

f i d e n c e  of J e s 6 s  P e r e i r a ;  on 6 F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 2 ,  we o b s e r v e d  t h a t  

t h i s  woman t ook  r e f u g e  i n  t h e  house  i n h a b i t e d  by h e r  b r o t h e r ,  who 

t r i e d  t o  de f end  h e r ;  s h e  was  f i n a l l y  r a p e d  i n  p u b l i c  and  t h e n  t a -  

k e n  away by f o r c e  by  Ram6n and  h i s  f r i e n d s .  

c a n  e a s i l y  i m a g i n e  t h e  c l i m a t e  c r e a t e d  by t h e  d e s t r u c -  

2 many f a m i l i e s .  Women a r e  a r ewa rd  f o r  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  

~ r l r  d u ~ u u r i t i e s ,  wh ich  a l s o  means t h a t  one o f  t h e  most  p o s i t i v e  

f Ache c u l t u r e ,  a p r o f o u n d  r e s p e c t  f o r  women, i s  d e s t r o y -  a s p e c t s  o 

ed .  

I h e  management of t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  i s  g e n e r a l l y  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  

a s u b t l e  way, p i t t i n g  t h e  A C ~ C S  a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r  and  p r o f i t i n g  

f rom t h e  v e r y  s t r o n g  r i v a l r i e s  wh ich  e x i s t  be tween  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

s u b - g r o u p s .  B u t  d i r e c t  v i o l e n c e  a l s o  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  sub-  

due  them.  

O n e  me thod  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  i s  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  f a m i l i e s ,  a s  

i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  " r e b e l l i o u s "  f a t h e r  whose son was d e p o r t e d .  I n  

t h e  case of  Kandepuk6gi ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  m i s t a k e n l y  t h o u g h t  

t h a t  t h i s  man was  r e b e l l i o u s .  P h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e  a l s o  e x i s t s ,  b u t  



d u r i n g  o u r  p r e s e n c e  we d i d  n o t  w i t n e s s  much o f  i t ,  p e r h a p s  be -  

c a u s e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  n o t  shown t o  w i t n e s s e s .  Once ,  some P a r a -  

guayan n e i g h b o u r s  comp la ined  a b o u t  ~ a n d e ~ u k d g i :  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  them,  he  had  a s k e d  a p r e g n a n t  Pa r a - ,  

guayan  woman i f  s h e  would  l i k e  him t o  g e t  h e r  some mea t .  G i v i n g  

meat  t o  a p r e g n a n t  woman i s  an  Achk cus tom wh ich  e s t a b l i s h e s  a 

g o d - f a t h e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  c h i l d .  A S  he  spoke  Achk,  

t h e  woman d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d ;  t o  make h i m s e l f  u n d e r s t o o d ,  h e  t o u c h  

ed  h e r  s t omach .  T h i s  was  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a n  a p p r o a c h  n e v e r  p e r -  

m i t t e d  t o  an  I n d i a n .  To p u n i s h  h im ,  J e s i s  P e r e i r a  punched him 

b r u t a l l y  i n  t h e  g e n i t a l  o r g a n s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  t h e n  k i c k e d  t h e  

same p a r t s  u n t i l  Kandepukhgi  f e l l  t o  t h e  g round .  ~ e s 6 s  P e r e i r a  

c o n t i n u e d  t h i s  t r e a t m e n t  u n t i l  t h e  I n d i a n  l o s t  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  I 

was  n o t  p r e s e n t  p e r s o n a l l y ,  b u t  t h e  scene  w a s  v i v i d l y  d e s c r i b e d  

t o  me by s e v e r a l  I n d i a n  w i t n e s s e s :  i t  took  p l a c e  on 20 O c t o b e r  

1971 .  A S  J e s h s  P e r e i r a  h i m s e l f  t o l d  u s ,  he  had  a l s o  somet imes  been  

f o r c e d  t o  u s e  t h e  " c e p a " ,  b e t t e r  known f rom B r a z i l i a n  s l a v e r y  

t i m e s  unde r  t h e  name of  " t r o n c o " ,  a wooden p r i s o n  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  

p e r m i t  t h e  v i c t i m  t o  l i e  dawn o r  s t a n d  u p ,  f o r c i n g  him t o  r ema in  

s e a t e d  i n  an  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  h i s  a n k l e s  p r e s s e d  by 

t h e  wood. J e s 6 s  P e r e i r a  c i t e d  t h e  c a s e  of  a  young woman, T e j d g i  

( P a s c u a l a  P e r e i r a ) ,  who a c c o r d i n g  t o  him had  l e f t  t h e  ~ e i e r v a t i o n  

s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  " m o l e s t "  young Pa raguayan  men i n  t h e  v i -  

c i n i t y .  He p u t  h e r  i n  t h e  "cepo"  from morn ing  t o  e v e n i n g ,  e x p o s i n g  

h e r  t o  t h e  f u l l  l i g h t  of t h e  s u n .  
An e l e m e n t  of p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  i s  t h e  b r u t a l  d e s t r u c -  

t i o n  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  i n h e r i t a n c e  o f  t h e s e  I n d i a n s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  

t h e  p l a c e  t o  d i s c u s s  w h e t h e r  p r i m i t i v e  c u l t u r e s  s h o u l d  b e  p r e s e r -  

v e d  o r  m o d e r n i z e d .  What i s  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  case  o f  t h e  Achk i s  

n o t  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  i d e n t i t y  and  even  

t h e  s e l f - r e s p e c t  of  t h e  ~ c h k s  a s  human b e i n g s .  I r e c o r d e d  on t a p e  

many s o n g s  l a m e n t i n g  t h e  end  o f  t h e  Achk,  i n  wh ich  t h e  s i n g e r  re -  
g a r d s  h i m s e l f  a s  no l o n g e r  an  nchk  and  n o t  even a human b e i n g ,  

b u t  as h a l f  d e a d .  The  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  i d e n t i t y  i s  a c h i e v e d  i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  ways :  

l .  J e d s  P e r e i r a  t o l d  u s  t h a t  i t  was n e c e s s a r y ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  

" c i v i l i z e "  t h e  Ach6,  t o  b r e a k  t h e  power  o f  t h e i r  c h i e f s ,  who we re  

a lways  t h e  mos t  r e b e l l i o u s  among them. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  above  men- 

t i o n e d  ~ a n d e ~ u k 6 g i  i s  a c h i e f ,  a s  i s  J y v u k i g i  ~ r a m d g i  ( J u a n  Car-  

10s P e r e i r a )  ,54) m e n t i o n e d  above  a s  one  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  of  a de -  

p o r t e d  boy. When more  c a p t u r e d  Achk we re  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  Rese rva -  

t i o n  i n  March 1 9 7 2 ,  J e s 6 s  P e r e i r a  showed me an o b v i o u s l y  d i s c a n -  



t e n t e d  p r i s o n e r ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  w i l d  o n e ,  a k ind  of 

c h i e f  o f  t h e  newcomers, and t h a t  he  would have t o  be  c a r e f u l  w i t h  

him. 

2.  Without  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  h u n t i n g  h a b i t s  of t h e  Ach6, t h e  Re- 

s e r v a t i o n  h a s  been s i t u a t e d  i n  an area where h u n t i n g  i s  v e r y  d i f -  

f i c u l t .  Of ten ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a l lowed t o  go hun t ing .  The r e s u l t  i s  
a  complete  d i s o r i e n t a t i o n ,  a s  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  h u n t e r  was 

t h e  main b a s i s  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  of t h e s e  p e o p l e .  

3. One of t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  d e t a i l s  i n  t h e  world  view of 

t h e  Ache i s  t h e  g i v i n g  of names: t h e  name one  h a s  i s  i n t i m a t e l y  

r e l a t e d  t o  o n e ' s  s o u l .  The R e s e r v a t i o n  I n d i a n s  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  g i v e  

up t h e i r  names. New, C h r i s t i a n  names a r e  imposed on them by t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n :  and even t h e s e  t h e  Ache's a r e  n o t  a l lowed  t o  chose  

themse lves .  Because of t h e  name-soul connec t ion  i n  t h e i r  b e l i e f s ,  

t hey  now t h i n k  t h e y  are l o s i n g  t h e i r  s o u l s .  

4. The Aches are p r e v e n t e d  from c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  

f e a s t s .  T h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  music i s  be ing  e r a d i c a t e d .  

5 .  They a r e  f o r c e d  t o  change t h e i r  h a i r  s t y l e .  

6 .  The men a r e  f o r c e d  t o  t a k e  o u t  t h e  "beta '" ,  a l i p  ornament 

which i s  t o  them t h e  s i g n  of a r e a l  man. Many songs complain t h a t  

now, w i t h o u t  t h e  " b e t $ " ,  t h e  Ache men have been t r ans fo rmed  i n t o  

women and c h i l d r e n .  

7. The Ache's are urged t o  g i v e  up t h e i r  own language and t o  

speak Guaranf i n s t e a d .  T h i s  p r e s s u r e  h a s  up to t h e  p r e s e n t  o n l y  

succeeded among some younger peop le .  

8. The Ach6s a r e  be ing  convinced t h a t  i t  i s  a shame t o  be  an 

xch6. They a r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  on ly  way t o  e scape  from t h i s  shame i s  

t o  become a  h u n t e r  of I n d i a n s  l i k e  Jes6s P e r e i r a .  

The d e s t r u c t i o n  of Ach; i d e n t i t y  h a s  a l r e a d y  been noted by t h e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  well-known Paraguayan a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  and l i n g u i s t  

Ledn Cadogan, by t h e  A r g e n t i n e  s c i e n t i s t s  V i v a n t e  and Gancgdo, by 

t h e  Bishop of Oviedo, Msr. P e c h i l a ,  and by F a t h e r  ~ e l i d . ~ ~ '  The 

French e t h n o l o g i s t  CLASTRES d e s c r i b e s  a song he r ecorded  on t h e  

R e s e r v a t i o n :  "Every s t r o p h e ,  psalmodied a n  a  sound o f  deep sad-  

n e s s  and nausea,  ended i n  a l a m e n t a t i o n  t h a t  was t h e n  prolonged by 

t h e  d e l i c a t e  melancholy of t h e  f l u t e .  He sang t h a t  day o f  t h e  end 

of t h e  Ache and o f  h i s  d e s p a i r  i n  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  it was a l l  o v e r :  

'The ~ c h C ,  when t h e y  were  r e a l  Ach6, ... t h e y  hunted t h e  an imal s  w i t h  

bow and arrow.. .And now, t h e  Ache a r e  no more Ach6. 

The d e s t r u c t i o n  of t r a d i t i o n s  c o u l d  be more e a s i l y  unders tood  

if it were accompanied by an e f f o r t  a t  modern iza t ion .  T h i s  i s  n o t  



t h e  c a s e .  T h e r e  i s  an e x t e r n a l  o c c i d e n t a l i z a t i o n ,  wh ich  c a u s e s  

u n n e c e s s a r y  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t o r t u r e ,  a s  i n  t h e  e n f o r c e d  change  o f  

h a i r  s t y l e ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no p r o f o u n d  i n s t r u c t i o n .  The l i t t l e  p r o -  

g r e s s  o b s e r v a b l e :  a v e r y  r u d i m e n t a r y  knowledge o f  t h e  Guaranf 

i d iom of t h e  P a r a g u a y a n  h i n t e r l a n d ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  p r i m i t i v e  

wood h u t s ,  a knowledge  o f  v e r y  p r i m i t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r e ;  i s  n o t  t h e  

work of  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  b u t  i s  b a s e d  on i n s t r u c t i o n  wh ich  some 

o f  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  I n d i a n s  had  r e c e i v e d  b e f o r e  a r r i v a l :  many o f  

them had  b e e n  c a p t i v e s  o f  P a r a g u a y a n s  f o r  same t i m e ,  had  t h e n  e- 

s c a p e d ,  and  f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  Mast  o f  t h i s  p r o -  

g r e s s  i s  s o  r u d i m e n t a r y  t h a t  i t  t a k e s  o n l y  a v e r y  s m a l l  e f f o r t  t o  

a c q u i r e ;  i n  f a c t ,  t h o s e  who came t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  i n  1970  have  

a l r e a d y  a t t a i n e d  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h o s e  who a r r i v e d  i n  1962  and  1 9 5 9  

( e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  knowledge  o f  ~ u a r a n i ) .  A f t e r  t h i s  i n i t i a l  jump, 

a c q u i r e d  w i t h o u t  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  i m i t a t i o n  o f  w h i t e s ,  de -  

ve lopmen t  b e g i n s  t o  s t a g n a t e .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  one  s c h o o l  o n l y  11 k i l o m e t e r s  f rom t h e  Re- 

s e r v a t i o n ,  and  s i n c e  1 9 7 2  a n o t h e r  s c h o o l  o n l y  5 k i l o m e t e r s  away, 

no R e s e r v a t i o n  c h i l d  i s  s e n t  t o  s c h o o l .  The Ach6 a r e  f u l l y  ac-  

cus tomed t o  w a l k i n g ;  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a s m a l l  t r u c k  o n  t h e  Rese rva -  

t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  be u s e d  t o  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  s c h o o l ,  o r  

donkeys  c o u l d  b e  p u r c h a s e d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .  None o f  t h e  Reserva-  

t i o n  I n d i a n s  knows how t o  w r i t e ;  one o r  two a r e  a b l e  t o  c o u n t  up  

t o  20, b u t  t h e y  are  u n a b l e  t o  do any  a r i t h m e t i c  o p e r a t i o n ;  and  

two o r  t h r e e  know mare  o r  l e s s  how t o  h a n d l e  s m a l l  c o i n s .  Not one  

s p e a k s  o r  u n d e r s t a n d s  S p a n i s h .  Once I t h o u g h t  of  t e a c h i n g  a b o y ,  

t o  whom I f e l t  g r a t e f u l  and  whom I c o n s i d e r e d  e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e l -  

l i g e n t ,  t o  w r i t e .  He t o l d  me t h a t  he  would  l i k e  t o  l e a r n ,  b u t  t h a t  

~ e s ; s  P e r e i r a  had  t o l d  them w r i t i n g  was n o t  good f o r  them. 

The h e a l t h  s i t u a t i o n  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  case  of K a n i g i  

( C a r l i n o  P e r e i r a )  m e n t i o n e d  above ,  a n d  w i t n e s s e d  by t h e  p e r s o n s  

named t h e r e :  A l t h o u g h  Kaneg i  was i n  a v e r y  c r i t i c a l  s t a t e  o f  

h e a l t h ,  w i t h  a b u l l e t  i n  h i s  l e g  and  t h e  wound i n  an  advanced  

s t a g e  o f  i n f e c t i o n ,  no one  had  t h o u g h t  of t r a n s p o r t i n g  him t o  some 

p l a c e  where  h e  c o u l d  b e  o p e r a t e d  on - a l t h o u g h  s u c h  a p l a c e  i s  

j u s t  1 5  k i l o m e t e r s  away,  and  t h e r e  i s  on t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  a mo to r  

v e h i c l e  w i t h  d r i v e r  a n d  f u e l .  

Comparing t h e  c h i l d r e n  who we re  b o r n  and  have  grown up  on 

t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  w i t h  t h o s e  who we re  b o r n  i n  l i b e r t y  and  who a r -  
r i v e d  t h e r e  r e c e n t l y ,  i n  1970  o r  1 9 7 2 ,  one can o b s e r v e  an o b v i o u s  



d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a v e r a g e  s t r e n g t h .  H ISO,  we saw and  t o o k  p i c t u r e s  of 

t h e  I n d i a n s  who a r r i v e d  i n  March 1 9 7 2 :  t h e y  we re  r e m a r k a b l y  s t r o n -  

g e r  and  h e a l t h i e r  t h a n  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  same band who we re  

c a p t u r e d  i n  1970  and  who have  been  l i v i n g  a n  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  f o r  

mare t h a n  a y e a r .  

O f f i c i a l l y ,  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  i s  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  D r .  

R u f i n o  ~ r 6 v o l o  P a r i s ,  who i s  s a i d  t o  v i s i t  i t  r e g u l a r l y .  Dur ing  

t h e  f i v e  mon ths  o f  o u r  s t a y  t h e r e ,  we o n l y  saw him o n c e :  he  came 

t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  accompanied  by r e l a t i v e s  and 

f r i e n d s ,  o r g a n i z e d  a b i g  s u p p e r  w i t h  c h i c k e n  t a k e n  f rom t h e  I n -  

d i a n s ,  and  t h e n  wen t  t o  bed ;  t h e  n e x t  morn ing ,  h e  made a s h o r t  t r i p  

" t o  see  ill p e o p l e " ,  b u t  a l s o  t a  show t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  h i s  g u e s t s ,  

and  t h e n  l e f t  t h a t  same morn ing .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a p r o j e c t  f o r  s end -  

i n g  a m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  b u t  t h i s  h a s  n o t  y e t  

m a t e r i a l i z e d  a f t e r  two y e a r s  of p l a n n i n g .  The man s u g g e s t e d  f a r  t h e  

j o b  - who eve," now v i s i t s  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  f rom t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  s i n c e  

he  i s  d f r i e n d  o f  ~ e s d s  P e r e i r a  - shows v e r y  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  

t h e  h e a l t h  of t h e  I n d i a n s .  

n i g h t  t t  

o t e c t e d  

i o n )  i n t o  

? o t h e r  on< 

3 c t i c a l l v  

C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c l o t h i n g  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  a Pa r aguayan  v i s i t o r  

t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  t o l d  a r e p o r t e r  i n  Augus t  1 9 7 2 :  "We c a n  d i v i d e  

t h e  Ache ( o f  t h e  t h r e e  main  g r o u p s .  One g r o u p  

i s  r a t h e r  w e l l  d ? w e a r s  o n l y  worn -ou t  c l o t h e s ,  

and t h e  t h i r d  on ,  naked .  I t  i s  r e m a r k a b l e  t h a t  

t h e  g r o u p  t h a t  g o e s  w e l l  d r e s s e d  i s  t h e  one t h a t  l i v e s  i n  t h e  hou- 

s e  o f  Mr. P e r e i r a :  t h e s e  a r e  a l l  young women, p r a c t i c a l l y  s e r -  

van t s . "  The a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  CHASE SARDI a d d s ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  impor-  

t a n c e  of good c l o t h e s :  " I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e y  have  l i v e d  f o r  cen-  

t u r i e s  w i t h o u t  c l o t h e s  and  a l m o s t  w i t h o u t  h o u s e s ;  b u t  now t h e y  do 

not l i v e  i n  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  s u r r o u n d i n g s  whe re  t h e y  c o u l d  move more 

f r e e l y ,  t h e i r  n o u r i s h m e n t  i s  no  l o n g e r  b a s e d  on mea t  and  honey ,  

and  a t  >ey  c a n  no l o n g e r  u s e  t h e  b i g  f i r e p l a c e s  where  t h e y  

weze  UP f r om t h e  c o l d . " 5 7 )  

The r i u ~ i ~ t i o n  s i t u a t i o n  i s  f u r t h e r  i l l u s t r a t e d  by an a r t i c l e  

i n  t h e  newspaper  abc c o l o r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  wh ich  t h e  R e s e r -  

v a t i o n  ave  " some t imes  even  meat"58'  - a l t h o u g h  a regular 
s u h s i d y  t o r  meat  i s  g i v e n ,  wh ich  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  meat  e v e r y d a y .  48)  

V i s i t i n g  t h e  l a t r i n e s  on t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  one c a n  e a s i l y  o b s e r v e  

t h a t  many of  t h e  I n d i a n s  s u f f e r  from d i a r r h e a .  T h e  p r e v i o u s l y  men- 

t i o n e d  v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  i n  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t o  a  r e p o r t e r  

i n  Augus t  1972, a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  "what  i m p r e s s e d  me mos t  was  t h e  



l a c k  o f  f o o d  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  Ach6,  and  a l s o  

t h e  l a c k  o f  c l o t h e s . " 5 7 )  I n  J u l y  1 9 7 2 ,  i t  was  f i n a l l y  a d m i t t e d  

by t h o s e  i n  c h a r g e  t h a t  t h e  n u t r i t i o n  p rob l em i s  s e r i o u s . 5 9 )  

The f u t u r e  o f  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  w i l l  be  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  i t s  4500 h e c t a r e s  a r e  no l o n g e r  i n t a c t ,  a s  P a r a g u a y a n s  a r e  

i l l e g a l l y  o c c u p y i n g  p a r t s  o f t h i s  t e r r i t o r y . A t  any  r a t e ,  i t  h a s  

been  s i t u a t e d  on s o i l  o f  such  p o o r  q u a l i t y  t h a t  i t  h a s  b u t  " l i t t l e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  v a l u e .  The  f o r e s t s  o f  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  have  a l i m i t e d  

p o t e n t i a l . "  As f o r  t h e  w a t e r  on t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  one  can f o r e s e e  

t h a t  i t s  q u a n t i t y  and  q u a l i t y  " w i l l  p o s s i b l e  t u r n  o u t  t o  b e  o f  no  

u s e  t o  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  ~ u a y a k ;  Co lony , "  

a s  e x p l a i n e d  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  " S o i l  and  Use of  t h e  Land" o f  t h e  UN- 

FAO and  P a r a g u a y a n  M i n i s t r y  of  A g r i c u l t u r e  P r o j e c t  f o r  F o r e s t  a n d  

F o r e s t  I n d u s t r i e s  Development ,  w r i t t e n  i n  1971  by I n g .  Migue l  A. 

R i c o ,  FAO S o i l  E x p e r t ,  and  b a s e d  o n  f i e l d w o r k  i n  t h e  a r e a  and  

e x h a u s t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h s .  

SOLVING THE PROBLEM 

By 1 9 6 6 ,  no f r e e  ~ c h e ' s  remained  i n  t h e  Caazap6-Guai rd  area 

where  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  was t h e n  s i t u a t e d .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  

i n t e n s i f i e d  i n t e r n a l  c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  San  Joaqu;n-Curuguaty 

a r e a  d e p r i v e d  t h e  A C ~ C S  l i v i n g  t h e r e  of i m p o r t a n t  p a r t s  of  t h e i r  

t e r r i t o r y ,  t h u s  i n c i t i n g  them t o  r e s i s t a n c e .  Thus ,  w h i l e  t h e  ~ c h e '  

p rob l em was s a l v e d  n e a r  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  i t  i n c r e a s e d  e l sewhere .31)  

I n  1 9 6 6 ,  Jes6s P e r e i r a  and f i v e  " t a m e '  A C ~ C S  o f  t h e  R e s e r v a -  

t i o n  u n d e r t o o k  an  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  t h e  new p rob l em a r e a ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  

l o c a l i z e  t h e  p r o b l e m - c r e a t i n g  bands  of Ache's. T h i s  e n t e r p r i s e  was  

a s s i s t e d  by t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Depa r tmen t ,  whose v i c e - d i r e c t o r  a t  

t h a t  t i m e ,  M r .  Bo rgagnon ,  a l s o  t ook  p a r t  i n  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .  Among 

t h e  ~ c h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  we must  m e n t i o n  Kane-Krymb6gi (Marcos Pe -  

r e l r a )  and  Kybwyrdgi (Ange l  P e r e i r a ) ,  two s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  h u n t i n g  

t h e i r  f r e e  b r e t h r e n . 6 0 )  

I n  1 9 6 8 ,  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  was r e l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  p rob l em area ,  

on l a n d  whose p o o r  s o i l  h a s  a l r e a d y  been  m e n t i o n e d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  

be c l o s e r  t o  t h e  A c h e s  whose " a t t r a c t i o n "  was b e i n g  p lanned.61)  

On 1 0  O c t o b e r  1 9 7 0 ,  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  I n d i a n s  had  a b loody  en- 

c o u n t e r  w i t h  a f r e e  b a n d ,  i n  which  Kane-Krymb6gi (Marcos P e r e i r a )  

w a s  wounded by an  a r r o w  d u r i n g  t h e  c a p t u r e  of an ~ c h 6  woman, who 

was b rough t  t o  t h e  ~ e s e r v a t i o n . ~ ~ '  The cornoanions of t h e  k i d n a p -  

ped  woman f l e d ,  b u t  w e r e  p u r s u e d  by t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  ~ c h 6 s  f o r  



days through the forest. Several free Indians died during their 
flight. Finally, some of them were captured and transported to 
the Reservation an a military truck.62' Others were able to e s c a -  

pe. Thus, many families were divided. The number of newcomers 
explicitely published was 36; but in fact, documented sources seem 
to indicate that their total number was about 47. 6 3 )  

The arrival of these Indians was widely publicized in the 
press. The Director of the Native Affairs Department visited the 
Reservation shortly thereafter.64' Earlier experience had shown 
the danger of demographic reduction and the necessity of medical 
assistance to those Indians who entered the Reservation. The need 
for nutritional help had already been stressed by Dr. Rufino A&- 
v010 Paris, in 1971 President of the Paraguayan Indigenist Asso- 

ciation. The need for medical help was now stressed by the Director 
of the Native Affairs Department. In a memorandum of 21 December 
1970 from the well known Paraguayan enterprise "ALFA-Publicidad" 
to the Indigenist Association, the immediate necessity of fur- 
nishing "food, clothes, medical assistance, and housing" was 
stressed; this paper had been prepared at a session on 18 Decem- 
ber 1970, attended by the Director of the Native Affairs Depart- 
ment and Dr. Ar6volo ~ a r i s . ~ ~ '  Very shortly after the news of the 
arrival of these Indians an the Reservation was published, a very 
successful campaign was organized to collect aid far the Reserva- 
tion.66) A newspaper describes the aid sent to the Reservation 
through the good offices of the Native Affairs Department and the 
association presided by Dr. ~re'volo ~ar<s:"An important ship- 
ment of medicine G s .  30,000 worth of aid and the inscription of 18 
persons to pay G s .  1500 each every month; of these, one person 
has already advanced Gs. 18,000 and two have advanced G s .  3,000 
each; the inscription of at least seven more persons to pay G s .  

1,500 each every month, and a gift of Gs. 5,000."~" In fact, an 
awareness of the problem existed, as well as the means to solve 

it, at least as far as the heads of the Native Affairs Department 
and of the Paraguayan Indigenist Association were concerned. So 

that what actually happened cannot be considered as the result 
o f  irresponsibility only. 

At the beginning of February 1971, the Bishop of Coronel 

Oviedo, Msr. Pechilo, to whose diocese the Reservation belongs, 
w r o t e  a memorandum an the situation of the Reservation, which was 
sent ta the President of the Paraguayan Republic. "The great majo- 
rity of the inhabitants of the Reservation...were at the beginning 
of February 1971 in an apparently flu-harrassed and feverish sta- 



P h o t o ~ r a a h s  t a k e n  a n  t h e  Ache Reiervatior be tween  

3 F e b r u a r y  1971 a n d  27 Mav 197- 

From IWGIA Document No.11: 

Mark Mijnzel: The  ~ c h &  I n d i a n s :  Genocide i n  P a r a g u a y  

Copenhagen 1973. 



New c a p t i v e s  on t h e  Ache R e s e r v a t i o n ,  p h o t o g r a p h e d  on 3 F e b r u a r y  

1971. 



New captives on the ~ c h C  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  p h o t o g r a p h e d  o n  3 F e b r u a r y  

1971. Sin months l a t e r ,  t h e s e  three p e r s o n s  had  d i e d .  
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A " t ame"  ~ c h 6  man o f  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  w i t h  a new c a p t i v e  a r d  h e r  

c h i l d .  T h i s  p h o t o g r a p h  was  t a k e n  on 3 F e b r u a r y  1971. The man had  

r e c e i v e d  t h e  woman a s  a r ewa rd  f o r  h i s  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  t h e  admi- 

n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  S i x  months l a t e r ,  b o t h  woman and  

c h i l d  had  d i e d .  



New c a p t i v e s  p h o t o g r a p h e d  o n  t h e  A c h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  i n  March 1972. 
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P h o t o g r a p h  t a k e n  on  t h e  Ache R e s e r v a t i o n  o n  8 May 1972. N o t e  t h e  

s m a l l  p l a t e ,  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  food f o r  8 p e r s o n s .  



P h o t o g r a p h  t a k e n  on t h e  ~ c h 6  R e s e r v a t i o n  o n  8 May 1972. 
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P h o t o g r a p h  taken o n  t h e  ~ c h 6  Reservation on 8 May 1972. 
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P h o t o g r a p h  t a k e n  on  t h e  A C ~ C  R e s e r v a t i o n  a n  8 May 1972. On t h e  

r i g h t ,  t h e  " tame"  A C ~ C  KanepukGgi ( R a f a e l  P e r e i r a ) ,  who t o o k  

an  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  the  c a p t u r e  o f  t h e  woman on t h e  l e f t .  



P h o t o g r a p h  taken on the ~ c h 6  R e s e r v a t i o n  on  8 May 1972. N o t e  

t h e  d y i n g  man in t h e  b a c k g r o u n d .  

46 



V i c t i m s  of r e c e n t  manhun t s ,  pho tog raphed  o n  t h e  ~ c h e '  i x s a c r v a r r o n  
on 27 May 1972. 
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i i c t i m  o f  a r e c e n t  m a n h u n t ,  p h o t o g r a p h e d  o n  t h e  Ache R e s e r v a t i o n  

on 2 7  May 1972.  T h i s  man h a s  g lued  b i r d  f e a t h e r s  t o  h i s  c h e s t ,  a 

cus tom f o l l o w e d  i n  c a s e s  o f  g r a v e  i l l n e s s  o r  when a man p r e p a r e s  

h i m s e l f  t o  d i e .  



t e  t h a t  had  c o m p l e t e l y  overcome them. The  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l s  on  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  w e r e  i n  g r e a t  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e p r e s -  

s i o n  a s  w e l l . "  The r e p o r t  c o n t i n u e s ,  s p e a k i n g  of  " d e f i c i e n t  food' 

and m e n t i o n i n g  c e r t a i n  d i s e a s e d  I n d i a n s  who had  n o t  e a t e n  any- 

t h i n g  f a r  s e v e r a l  d a y s .  "The bows and  a r r o w s  of t h e  I n d i a n s  are 
l o c k e d  u p  i n  t h e  h o u s e  of  t h e  non-commiss ioned  o f f i c e r  i n  c h a r g e  

of t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  wh ich  p r e v e n t s  them f rom g o i n g  o u t  f r e e l y  t o  

h u n t .  It seems t h a t  t h o s e  whoe a r e  i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  

a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n s  m i g h t  f l e e ,  o r  even a t t a c k  

them. T h e r e  a r e  r e a s o n s  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  s u b s i d i e s  and  a i d  do- 

n a t e d  t o  t h e  Ache I n d i a n s  have  n o t  b e e n  w e l l  a d m i n i s t e r e d ,  and  ha-  

v e  n o t  g o t  t o  t h o s e  f o r  whom t h e y  were  r e a l l y  i n t ended . ' '  

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a recommendat ion  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  memoran- 

dum, a m e d i c a l  commiss ion  was  s e n t  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  a t  t h e  end  

of  F e b r u a r y  1971 .  The  mission s t a t e d  t h a t  an  i n f l u e n z a  e p i d e m i c  

had  k i l l e d  5 a d u l t s  a n d  c a u s e d  t h e  s t i l l b i r t h  of  3 b a b i e s ,  b u t  

t h e  t r u t h  seems t o  b e  t h a t  o v e r  20 p e r s o n s  had  van i shed .68 )  I was  

a l s o  t o l d  by  R e s e r v a t i o n  I n d i a n s  t h a t  s e v e r a l  g i r l s  were  t a k e n  

away f romthem.We  m u s t  suppose  t h a t  a b o u t  one h a l f  o f  t h e  r e c e n t l x  

c a o t u r e d  band w a s  l i a u i d a t e d .  p a r t l v  bv t h e  c o n s c i o u s  w i t h h o l d i n q  

o f  f o o d  and  m e d i c i n e .  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1971 ,  some " tame"  Aches  of t h e  R e s e r v a -  

t i o n  a g a i n  w e n t  o u t  manhun t ing ,  k l l l i n g  f o u r  f r e e  Ach6s ,  b u t  cap-  

t u r i n g  none.69) A t  t h i s  t l m e ,  Kanepuk ig i  ( R a f a e l  P e r e i r a )  t r i e d  

t o  e s c a p e  f rom t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  A s  t h e  d i s t a n c e  t o  h i s  p r e v i o u s  

home w a s  t o o  g r e a t ,  h e  t r i e d  t o  s u r v i v e  a l o n e  i n  t h e  f o r e s t  c l o s e  

t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  H a l f  d e a d ,  he  was  f i n a l l y  b r o u g h t  back  by  h i s  

s i s t e r ,  T o r d g i  ( L u c i t a  C o n c h i t a  P e r e i r a ) .  

I n  Sep t embe r  a n d  O c t o b e r  o f  1 9 7 1 ,  my w i f e  and  I o b s e r v e d  on 

t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  a new manhun t ing  e x p e d i t i o n .  I 
r e c o r d e d  on  t a p e  t h e  d e t a i l e d  p l a n s  o f  t h e  " tame"  I n d i a n s  f o r  k i d -  

napp ing  f r e e  Ach6. The  h u n t e r s  we re  t o  u s e  a s m a l l  t r u c k  p u t  a t  t h e  

d i s p o s a l  of t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  by t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  P u b l i c  Works and  

Communica t ions ,  w i t h  a s o l d i e r  a s  t h e  d r i v e r .  "We s h a l l  f o l l o w  f a r  

t h e  t r a i l  o f  t h e  'Guayaki" ' .  The " tame"  Ach6 c a l l  t h e i r  "w i ld "  

b r e t h r e n  t h e  con t emp tuous  Pa raguayan  name "Guayaki" .  " F i r s t ,  we 

s h a l l  go f a r  away b y  t r u c k ;  t h e n ,  f a r  away f rom h e r e ,  w e ' l l  d e s c e n d  

t o  h u n t  t h e  'Guayak< ' ,  and  w e ' l l  t a k e  them w i t h  u s ,  s e i z i n g  them 

by  t h e  arms. W e ' l l  f a l l  upon them i n  t h e  n i g h t ,  w e ' l l  e x t i n g u i s h  

t h e i r  f i r e s ,  w e ' l l  knack  them down. The  damned women who w i l l  n o t  

l i k e  t o  be  d e p o r t e d  by  t r u c k ,  w e ' l l  make them r u n  a l o n g  u n t i l  t h e y  

c o l l a p s e  on t h e  s o i l .  It w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b r u t a l l y  f r a c t u r e  



t h e  arm o f  w i l d  ~ r y m b h g i  ( t h e  c h i e f  of  t h e  band t h e s e  h u n t e r s  

w e r e  t o  c a p t u r e ) ,  t o  make him come w i t h  u s .  Krymbegi w i l l  r o a r  i n  

p a i n ;  w e ' l l  have  t o  s t r i k e  him down w i t h  a mache t e .  Krymbegi w i l l  
r o a r  i n  pa in .ms70 '  

The  h u n t  was n o t  s u c c e s s f u l .  A n o t h e r  one  was p l a n n e d  f o r  

December.  ns t h e  d r i v e r  had  q u a r r e l e d  w i t h  Jes6s P e r e i r a ,  who d o e s  

n o t  know t o  d r i v e ,  t h e  l a t t e r  a s k e d  me i f  I wan t ed  t o  d r i v e  him 

a n d  t h e  h u n t e r s .  He s a i d  I j u s t  had  t o  t a k e  them t o  a c e r t a i n  p l a -  

c e ,  f rom wh ich  t h e y  would  e n t e r  t h e  f o r e s t .  F o r  t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p ,  

t h e y  wou ld  c e r t a i n l y  g a t  a b i g g e r  t r u c k  f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  of t h e  

p r i s o n e r s ,  w i t h  a n o t h e r  d r i v e r ,  f rom C o l o n e l  I n f a n z 6 n .  D i r e c t o r  

o f  t h e  N a t i v e  ~ f f a i r s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  who, a c c o r d i n g  t o  Jesds P e r e i r a  , 
had  o f f e r e d  h i s  h e l p  i n  case more I n d i a n s  were  c a p t u r e d .  

T h i s  h u n t  was  p o s t p o n e d ,  b u t  on  2 9  F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 2 ,  Jes6s P e r e i -  

r a ,  some " tame"  Ache w a r r i o r s ,  Jes6s P e r e i r a ' s  Ache c o n c u b i n e ,  two 

o t h e r  A c h e - g i r l s ,  and  a Pa r aguayan  l e f t  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  o n  a n o t h e r  

h u n t .  T h e i s  d e p a r t u r e  was  o b s e r v e d  by my w i f e  and  me. They f i r s t  

w e n t  a n  f o o t  t o  C e c i l i o  B Q e z ,  some 1 5  k i l o m e t e r s  from t h e  R e s e r v a -  

t i o n ,  f r om whe re  t h e r e  i s  a r o a d t a  t h e  area where  t h e  h u n t  was  t o  

b e  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  and  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  t h e r e .  The n e x t  morn ing ,  t h e y  

t o o k  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ' s  s m a l l  t r u c k  and  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a p o i n t  app ro -  

x i m a t e l y  1 0 0  k i l o m e t e r s  i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  from t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  

on t h e  r o a d  f rom C u r u g u a t y  t o  S a l t o s  d e l  G u a i r d .  Whi le  t h e  P a r a -  

g u a y a n s  s t a y e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  r o a d ,  t h e  " t ame"  R e s e r v a t i o n  A C ~ C  
p e n e t r a t e d  t h e  f o r e s t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  r o a d ,  t o w a r d s  t h e  h i l l y  a r e a  

c a l l e d  ~ w ~ r a r o v a n b .  They d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  t r a i l  o f  a f r e e  A C ~ C  band .  

Then t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  r o a d ,  and  f rom t h e r e  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  f o r e s t  

s o u t h  o f  t h e  r o a d ,  s t a r t i n g  from a m i l i t a r y  p o s t  c a l l e d  S a n t o  Do- 

m i n g ~ .  On 5 March 1 9 7 2 ,  t h e  h u n t e r s  r e a c h e d  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  S i l v a -  

cu6 s o u t h  o f  t h e  r o a d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  l a n d  a r e a  c a l l e d  "Zona F".  

On 6 March,  t h e y  c a p t u r e d  a band of same 8 0  Aches  a t  a b o u t  1 5  k i l o -  

m e t e r s  from S i l v a - C U B .  These  had  i n  t h e  p a s t  months  s u f f e r e d  con-  

s i d e r a b l e  p e r s e c u t i o n  a t  t h e  hands  of P a r a g u a y a n s  ( s e e  above  un- 

d e r  "The E x t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  F o r e s t  Ache" No. 4 ) :  t h e i r  h u n t i n g  

a r e a  had  been r e d u c e d ,  and  s i n c e  t h e y  had  f i r e d  a n  a r r o w  a t  a s o l -  

d i e r  from S a n t o D o m i n g o  a s h o r t  t i m e  b e f o r e ,  t h e y  w e r e  a l r e a d y  

w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  a t t a c k  of t h e  W h i t e s .  I t  seems t h a t  t h e y  had 

f a t a l i s t i c a l l y  d e c i d e d  t o  g i v e  up .  The h u n t e r s  f i r s t  s u r r o u n d e d  

them i n  s i l e n c e ,  and  t h e n  s u d d e n l y  a p p e a r e d  and f r i g h t e n e d  them 

w i t h  a l o t  of n o i s e .  The  f r i g h t e n e d  f o r e s t  A C ~ L S ,  some o f  whom had 

p r e v i o u s l y  been  c a p t u r e d  t e m p o r a r i l y  by  P a r a g u a y a n s ,  knew t h e  whi-  

t e  man ' s  g e s t u r e s .  They r a i s e d  t h e i r  h a n d s  a s  a s i g n  o f  c a p i t u l a -  



t i o n  and  c r i e d  " A n i k i  j a p i t i ! "  (Guaran;  f o r  "Do n o t  shoo t ! " ) .  One 

o f  t hem,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  d i d  n o t  d r o p  h i s  bow a t  o n c e ,  and  was  imme- 

d i a t e l y  k i l l e d  by  t h e  h u n t e r s ,  most  p r o b a b l y  by  t h e  " tame"  fiche' 

~ a j a w a c h d g i  ( J a c i n t o  P e r e i r a ) .  The h u n t e r s  f i r s t  r a p e d  t h e  young 

women, and  t h e n  b r o u g h t  t h e  e n t i c e  band t o  S i l v a - c u e ' ,  whe re  t h e y  

s t a y e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e  day .  A  m i l i t a r y  t r u c k  t r a n s p o r t e d  b o t h  

h u n t e r s  and  h u n t e d  back  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  As t h e r e  was l i t t l e  

room on t h e  t r u c k ,  t h e  Aches  had  t o  s t a n d  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  

50 t h a t  t h o s e  who g o t  s i c k  f rom f e a r  and  from t h e  unaccus tomed  

movement,  v o m i t e d  on  t h e  b o d i e s  of t h o s e  n e x t  t o  them. 

The  d e t a i l s  of  t h i s  h u n t  have  been  r e l a t e d  t o  me by  t h e  d r i -  

v e r ,  by Jes6s P e r e i r a ,  and  by  t h e  Ache's. They have  been  c o n f i r m e d  

by p e o p l e  who v i s i t e d  t h e  area s h o r t l y  a f t e m a r d ~ . ' ~ )  I t  was im- 

p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n c e a l  t h i s  h u n t .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  when t h e  t r u c k  w i t h  

i t s  l o a d  o f  Ache p r i s o n e r s  came near  C u r u g u a t y ,  i t  was  p a s s e d  by  

two l o c a l  b u s e s .  The  p a s s e n g e r s  and  d r i v e r s  we re  so f a s c i n a t e d  

by t h e  s p e c t a c l e  t h a t  t h e y  i n t e r r u p t e d  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  t r a j e c t o r y  

i n  o r d e r  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  t r u c k  f o r  a w h i l e .  O f f i c i a l l y ,  t h e  a r r i v a l  

of 8 0  new I n d i a n s  on  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  was  announced  i n  a very 
s h o r t  newspape r  a r t i c l e  t h a t  spoke  of t h e  " i n c o r p o r a t i o n "  o f  new 

~ c h e ' s . ' ~ )  

The t r u c k  t r a n s p o r t e d  t h e  Ache's c l o s e  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  

w h e r e  my w i f e  and  I c o u l d  h e a r  i t s  e n g i n e  on  8 March 1972.  The 

~ c h e ' s  d e s c e n d e d  f rom t h e  t r u c k  and  marched  i n t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  

a s p e c t a c l e  wh ich  we f i l m e d .  The c a p t u r e d  Aches  marched  i n  t h e  

m i d d l e ,  s u r r o u n d e d  by  t h e  Achbs of t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  w i t h  m a c h e t e s ,  

and  by M r .  J e s 6 s  P e r e i r a  and  h i s  Pa r aguayan  f e l l o w s .  The p r i s o n e r s  
2 .  w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o  a l a r g e  h u t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  75m i n  s i z e  - a v e r y  

s m a l l  s p a c e  f o r  a l l  o f  them t o  l i v e  i n .  My w i f e  and  I t a l k e d  t o  

them l e s s  t h a n  an  h o u r  a f t e r  t h e i r  a r r i v a l .  Many were d e s p e r a t e  

because t h e i r  c a p t u r e  had  s e p a r a t e d  them f rom members of t h e i r  

f a m i l y  and  f r i e n d s ,  who had  n o t  been  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  moment o f  c a p -  

t u r e .  O t h e r s  hoped  t h a t  now, among t h e  W h i t e s ,  t h e y  would  a g a i n  

mee t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  who had  been  k i d n a p p e d  by  P a r a g u a y a n s  d u r i n g  

t h e  p a s t  months .  The  " tame"  R e s e r v a t i o n  I n d i a n s  t r e a t e d  t h e  p r i -  

s o n e r s  k i n d l y ,  w i t h  a c e r t a i n  r e s i g n e d  p i t y .  The o l d e r  R e s e r v a t i o n  

women s a l u t e d  t h e  newcomers w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Ache' "weeping  

s a l u t e "  t h a t  c o n s i s t s  o f  a m i x t u r e  o f  k i n d  g e s t u r e s ,  weeping  and  

i m p r o v i s e d  s i n g i n g .  I n  t h e s e  s o n g s ,  p e o p l e  m e e t i n g  a f t e r  a l o n g  

a b s e n c e  use  t o  t e l l  e a c h  o t h e r  who had  d i e d  i n  t h e  meant ime.  I n  

o n e  o f  t h e s e  g r e e t i n g  s o n g s  which  I r e c o r d e d  on  t a p e ,  a R e s e r -  

v a t i o n  woman, i n s t e a d  o f  c i t i n g  t h e  names o f  t h e  d e a d ,  t e l l s  a 



p r i s o n e r  t h a t  t h e  Ache i n  g e n e r a l  a r e  oeaa now, s i n c e  t h e y  w i l l  

never  a g a i n  b e  f r e e  t o  l i v e  l i k e  ~ c h 6 s .  

We were  soon s e p a r a t e d  f rom t h e  p r i s o n e r s  by  t h e  o r d e r  of  

Jes6s P e r e i r a .  Bu t  i n  t h e  f o l l a w i n g  d a y s ,  we s t i l l  managed t o  t a l k  

t o  them some t imes ,  and we were  a l s o  i n fo rmed  a b o u t  them by "tame" 

A c h B s  Thus we l e a r n t  t h a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were  " a n g r y "  a b o u t  b e i n g  

i n  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  They o b v i o u s l y  f e l t  t h e  need o f  making t h e i r  

d i s c o n t e n t  known; a l t h o u g h  Jesds P e r e i r a  had t o l d  them t h a t  h e  

p e r s o n a l l y  would  k i l l  them a l l  i f  b u t  one  of  them t a l k e d  t o  u s ,  

t h e y  came t o  o u r  h u t  i n  s e c r e t  t o  t e l l  u s  a b o u t  t h e  way t h e y  h a d  

been c a p t u r e d .  T h i s  d e s i r e  t o  communica te ,  o b s e r v e d  a l s o  by  o t h e r  

v i s i t o r s ,  i s  a c u r i o u s  a s p e c t  of  t h e  newcomers' a t t i t u d e :  i t  seems 

a s  i f  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  n o t  a l l  w h i t e s  a g r e e d  w i t h  rnanhunt ing ,  and 

a s  i f  t h e y  p e r h a p s  hoped  t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  h e l p  from t h o s e  who d i d  

n o t .  

A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were  gua rded  i n  t h e i r  h u t  by " tame"  

~ c h e ' s  armed w i t h  m a c h e t e s ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  h u t  q n l y  i n  g roups  u n d e r  

e s c o r t  t o  b a t h e  i n  t h e  creek o r  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  n e c e s -  

s i t i e s .  Bu t  f rom t h e  s econd  day on, v i g i l a n c e  g r a d u a l l y  r e l a x e d .  
Jesds P e r e i r a  had e x p l a i n e d  t o  them t h a t  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  was s u r -  

r ounded  by P a r a g u a y a n  s e t t l e r s  who c o u l d  e a s i l y  f i n d  and k i l l  

anyone  who t r i e d  t o  e s c a p e .  Even i f  t h e y  managed t o  g e t  f a r  away, 

h e  wou ld  f o l l o w  them u n t i l  he  found  and k i l l e d  them, w i t h  t h e  

h e l p  o f  t h e  army and t h e  a i r  f a r c e .  I n  any c a s e ,  t h e  p r i s o n e r s '  

t e r r i t o r y  was now so  f a r  away t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  hope t o  r e a c h  

i t ,  a n d  t h e  f o r e s t  a round  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  was t o o  s m a l l  and  t o o  

p o o r  i n  f a u n a  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  8 0  h u n t e r s .  So t h e  new- 

comers  became r e s i g n e d ,  which  made v i g i l a n c e  s u p e r f l u o u s .  

The new a r r i v a l s  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  same ~ c h ;  sub-group a s  t h o s e  

c a p t u r e d  i n  1970.  A  few d a y s  a f t e r  t h e i r  c a p t u r e ,  f r a t e r n i z a t i o n  

be tween t h o s e  "tame" I n d i a n s  who had been c a p t u r e d  i n  1970  and t h e  

newcomers c o u l d  b e  o b s e r v e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  growing t e n s i o n  t owards  

t h e  o t h e r  ~ c h 6  sub -g roups  l i v i n g  a n  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  Among t h o s e  

of t h e  f o r m e r  sub -g roup ,  two p o l i t i c a l  t e n d e n c i e s  c o u l d  b e  o b s e r -  

ved .  Whi l e  one p a r t y  began t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  by no means shou ld  

a s s i s t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  a n o t h e r  h u n t ,  t h e  o t h e r s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  

o n l y  way o u t  of t h e i r  d e s p a r a t e  s i t u a t i o n  would be t o  b r i n g  i n  

t h o s e  of t h e i r  sub-group t h a t  had r ema ined  f r e e  i n  t h e  f o r e s t ,  i n  

o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  a s u f f i c i e n t  number on  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  f a r  a r e -  

v o l t .  The i d e a  o f  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  o l d  t e r r i t o r y  was n o t  c o n s i -  

d e r e d ,  s i n c e  t h e y  a l l  knew t h a t  i t  had  been r educed  t o o  much t o  



permi t  t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  of t h e  e n t i r e  sub-group. 
During t h e  f i r s t  days a f t e r  t h e i r  a r r i v a l ,  t h e  newcomers 

showed evidence of d e c l i n i n g  h e a l t h .  While a l l  of  them excep t  one 

o r  two had appeared i n  an  e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of h e a l t h  when a r r i v i n g ,  

t h e y  now caught  c o l d s ,  and some of  them seemed t o  have f e v e r s .  

The manhunters went o u t  a g a i n ,  t o  c a t c h  t h e  group t h e y  had 
seen t h e  t r a c e s  of c l o s e  t o  Ywyraravand. On 1 A p r i l  1972,  t h e y  

descended from t h e  t r u c k  t h a t  had brought  them t o  Arroyo Guas6 on  

t h e  road from Curuguaty,  and e n t e r e d  t h e  f o r e s t .  On 1 4  A p r i l  t h e y  

r e t u r n e d  w i t h  66 ~ c h ;  p r i s o n e r s :  26 men, 29 women, and 11 c h i l d r e n .  

Tha t  same d a y ,  t h e  c a p t i v e s  were "pushed on to  a  t r u c k  l i k e  a f l o c k  

of sheep , "  a s  MIRAGLI.4 o b ~ e r v e d ' ~ ) ,  and depor ted  t o  t h e  Reserva- 

t i o n .  

The same day,  t h e  manhunters e n t e r e d  t h e  f o r e P t  sou th  of  t h e  

r o a d ,  i n  s e a r c h  of t h e  d i s o r g a n i z e d  remains of t h e  band c a p t u r e d  
i n  March. A s  t h e s e  had l o s t  a l l  hope and found d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  

c o n t i n u i n g  t h e i r  l i f e  wi thou t  t h e  campanionship of t h e i r  c a p t u r e d  

f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  ( t h e i r  band had suddenly been reduced by so- 

me 80%, n o t  c o u n t i n g  p reced ing  m a s s a c r e s ) ,  we can assume t h a t  

they  o f f e r e d  b u t  l i t t l e  r e s i s t a n c e .  On 1 4  A p r i l ,  one of  t h e  hun- 
t e r s  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  n i n e  new "wild"  c a p t i v e s :  f i v e  med, two women, 

and two c h i l d r e n ,  who seemed t o  have su r rendered  t o  him more o r  

l e s s  peacefu l ly .74)  On 20 A p r i l ,  l1 more c a p t i v e s  were brought  t o  

Array0 Guaz6: t w o  men, two women, and seven c h i l d r e n ;  and on 21 

A p r i l ,  f i v e  more: t h r e e  men and two women. A  photograph h a s  been 

p u b l i s h e d  of t h e s e  l a s t  two men, which shows them implor ing t h e  

f i r s t  w h i t e  men t h e y  met n o t  t o  k i l l  them.75' The ~ s u n c i d n  news- 

paper  abc c o l o r  h a s  pub l i shed  an  a r t i c l e  about  t h e s e  c a p t u r e s .  

which among o t h e r  t h i n g s  says :  " I t  i s  f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  means u s e d  

t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  ~ c h 6  t o  t h e  Rese rva t ion  are n o t  e x a c t l y  t h e  most 

adequate  and human ones .  There a r e  r e p o r t s  of i n t i m i d a t i o n  and 

t h r e a t s ,  of  t h e  robbery of bows and a r rows ,  and even of t h e  rob- 

be ry  of c h i l d r e n .  'I  saw a t ruck  f u l l  of  Ach;s heading f o r  t h e  

R e s e r v a t i o n ' ,  s a i d  one informant .  Another one remembered how he 
saw a Paraguayan woman s e i z e  t h e  l i t t l e  son of an  Ach; woman: ' I  

had t o  i n t e r v e n e  v i g o r o u s l y  t o  p reven t  t h i s  k idnapp ing , '  he 

sa id . "76)  The s e i z u r e  of  t h e  bows and arrows of t h e  new a r r i v a l s  
i s  confirmed by MIRAGLIA, who e x p l a i n  t h e  reason :  " S e i z i n g  t h e  bow 

and arrows of a f o r e s t  Ach; has  two a i m s : t o  make him i n o f f e n s i v e ;  

and,  by depr iv ing  him of t h e  means of supplying himself  w i t h  meat ,  

t o  o b l i g e  him through hunger t o  come o u t  of h i s  f o r e s t . " 7 7 )  



25 c a p t i v e s  and t h e i r  c a p t u r e r s  now w a i t e d  a t  Arroyo Guaz6 

f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  r e m a i n i n g  some d a y s  on t h e  

r o a d .  Dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e y  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any o f f i c i a l  a i d .  

Had l o c a l  w o o d - c u t t e r s  n o t  p r o v i d e d  them w i t h  w h a t e v e r  h e l p  t h e y  

c o u l d :  f o o d  and s h e e t s  - i n  s p i t e  of t h e i r  own d i f f i c u l t  m a t e r i a l  

s i t u a t i o n ,  c a u s e d  by  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r  wages  had  been  d e l a y e d  - 
t h e  Ach; would  h a v e  had  n o t h i n g  t o  e a t  and n o t h i n g  t o  l i e  o n .  The 

k i d n a p p e r s  h a d  l e f t  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  a l r e a d y  ill w i t h  i n f l u e n z a ,  a n d  

now t h e y  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n f e c t e d  t h e  c a p t i v e s ,  who u p  t o  t h e n  had 

been i n  an e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of  h e a l t h . / "  T h e r e  was no m e d i c i n e .  F i -  

n a l l y  t h e  Ache a t  t h e  h e a d  of  t h e  g roup  of  k i d n a p p e r s  wen t  t o  Cu- 

r u g u a t y  on h i s  own i n i t i a t i v e ,  and  t h e r e  a s k e d  f o r  h e l p  i n  t h e  

fo rm of  f o o d  and m e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n .  The a p p e a r a n c e  of t h i s  r a t h e r  

e x o t i c  I n d i a n  i n  town e x c i t e d  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n ,  and p e o p l e  began 

t o  a s k  why I n d i a n s  we re  s i c k  and hungry  so  c l o s e  t o  a m i l i t a r y  

compound w i t h  a r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n t  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l .  T h i s  e v e n t  

f i n a l l y  c o n v i n c e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  of t h e  need  t o  s end  a t r u c k  t o  

t h e  I n d i a n s  camping on t h e  road .  The  Ache were  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  Ce- 

c i l i o  B b e z ,  f rom wh ich  t h e y  p r o c e e d e d  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  on  f o o t ,  

a r r i v i n g  on  25 A p r i l  1972 .  

The s c a n d a l  a t  Curugua ty  a l s o  moved t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  send 

a d o c t o r  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f rom 

t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  some 60 R e s e r v a t i o n  I n d i a n s  were  

" v e r y  ill". When my w i f e  and I v i s i t e d  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  f o r  two 

h o u r s , . o n  24 A p r i l ,  t h e  ~ c h h s  t o l d  u s  t h e y  were  h u n g r y , a n d  a sked  

u s  f o r  f o o d  - a t h i n g  t h e y  h a d  a lways  been t o o  p r o u d  t o  do u n t i l  

t h a t  moment. Some o f  t h e  ~ c h C s  o p e n l y  e x h i b i t e d  a r e b e l l i o u s  

a t t i t u d e  t oward  Jesjs P e r e i r a -  some th ing  t h e y  had n o t  d a r e d  t o  

do b e f o r e .  ~ l t h o u g h  Jes6s P e r e i r a  and h i s  f e l l o w s  t ook  c a r e  n o t  

t o  l e t  u s  t a l k  t o o  much w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s , w e  c o u l d  s t i l l  p e r c e i v e  

t h e  v e r y  t e n s e  a tmosphe re .  The re  we re  more Pa raguayans  t h a n  u s u a l  

on t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n :  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  wore  no u n i f o r m s ,  t h e y  seemed 

t o  u s  t o  b e  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l .  We n o t e d  t h a t  t h e y , a s  w e l l  a s  
Jest55 P e r e i r a , w e r e  armed. The I n d i a n s  i n fo rmed  u s  t h a t  a l l  pos -  

s i b l e  weapons :  bows, a r rows ,  m a c h e t e s ,  and  a x e s ,  had been  t a k e n  

away f rom them and w e r e  b e i n g  k e p t  i n  t h e  house  of  Jesjs P e r e i r a .  

Around t h a t  h o u s e ,  a wooden f e n c e  had  been  b u i l t  t h a t  reminded one 

of t h e  p a l i s a d e s  a r o u n d  t h e  houses  of  p i o n e e r s  i n  Wes t e rn  f i l m s .  

On 26 A p r i l ,  one d a y  a f t e r  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  t h e  25 p r i s o n e r s  

a t  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  t h e  new p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Pa raguayan  I n d i g e -  

n i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  G e n e r a l  R .  C. B e j a r a n o ,  s t a t e d  d u r i n g  a ceremo- 

ny i n  honour  o f  t h e  "Day of  t h e  I n d i a n "  t h a t  C o l o n e l  I n f a n z b ,  



t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i y  Depa r tmen t ,  had been a l a rmed  

by news o f  an  ep idemic  on t h e  ~ c h 6  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  and was h e a d i n g  

t h e r e  u r g e n t l y ,  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  r a i n .  Roads such a s  t h e  one  

t h a t  l e a d s  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  are u s u a l l y  c l o s e d  d u r i n g  r a i n y  

p e r i o d s ;  i f  someone t r a v e l s  on  them t h e n ,  t h e r e  must  b e  a v e r y  

s e r i o u s  r e a s o n .  G e n e r a l  B e j a r a n a  a l s o  men t ioned  t h e  ep idemic  i n  

a speech  a t  a r o u n d - t a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  t h e  "Day of t h e  I n d i a n "  

a t  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Defense .  T h i s  ep idemic  w a s  known of b e f o r e ,  

so i t  c a n n o t  have  been  t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  f o r  C o l o n e l  I n f a n z 6 n ' s  

u r g e n t  t r i p ;  t h e  d a n g e r  of  a r e v o l t  was most  l i k e l y  a n o t h e r  f a c -  

t o r .  

H v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  of  May 1972 ,ob -  

served some 25 new g r a v e s , a b o u t  2 0  of which  seemed t o  c o n t a i n  

a d u l t s , w h i l e  f i v e  w e r e  of c h i l d r e n :  a l l  d a t i n g  from.May. He 

pho tog raphed  s e v e r a l  h a l f - d e a d  p e r s o n s ,  and s aved  v a r i o u s  pa- 

t i e n t s  from d e a t h  j u s t  by g i v i n g  them w a t e r ,  which  was a l l  t h e y  

needed u r g e n t l y .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  weapons of t h e  I n -  

d i a n s  were  s t i l l  b e i n g  k e p t  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  h o u s e .  

Dur ing  h i s  s t a y ,  h e  was i n t e r c e p t e d  by a g roup  o f  n e w l y - a r r i v e d  

~ c h e .  who by q i g n s  made him u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e y  were  t h e r e  as 

c a p t i v e s  a t  t h e  h a n d s  of JesSs P e r e i r a .  The re  was no d o c t o r  on 
t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  

On 2 6  May 1 9 7 2 ,  n e i g h b o u r s  of t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  were awaked 

by t h e  sound o f s h o t s .  Ques t i oned  l a t e r  on a b o u t  t h i s ,  J e s i s  Pere- 
i r a  s a i d  t h a t  some I n d i a n s  had t r i e d  t o  " r u n  away". H s m a l l  m i l i -  

t a r y  de t achmen t  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  f rom t h e n  

on .79)  On 30 May , Mr. H o l t ,  one of t h e  s e m i - o f f i c i a l  s u p p o r t e r s  

of t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y  t oward  t h e  Ache,  d e c l a r e d  t o  t h e  P a r a g u a -  

yan I n d i g e n i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  now had  232 i n h a -  

b i t a n t s :  a n  o f f i c i a l  f i g u r e  which meant t h a t  some 45 R e s e r v a t i o n  

~ c h 6 s  had  d i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t h r e e  months .  At t h e  end o f  

J u l y ,  t h e  number of  r e c e n t  g r a v e s  on t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  was 60,  and 

t h e  number of s u r v i v o r s  2 0 2 ,  which means t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of some 

75 Aches s i n c e   arch.^^' Ano the r  v i s i t o r  s t a t e d  i n  a  newspaper  

i n t e r v i e w  t h a t  t h e  weapons  of  t h e  I n d i a n s  were s t i l l  b e i n g  k e p t  

by  J e d s  P e r e i r a .  The a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  CHHSE SARDI, on  t h e  b a s i s  

of  a c c o u n t s  he  had r e c e n t l y  h e a r d ,  summed up :  "The ~ c h e - 2  o f  t h e  

R e s e r v a t i o n  are r e a l  p r i s o n e r s  i n  a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp." And 

F a t h e r  MELIA d e c l a r e d :  "The Ache R e s e r v a t i o n  i s  an  Ache g r a v e -  

yard ."57 '  



W: I n  March and A p r i l  of 1972,  about  171  "wild" Aches 

were cap tu red  and depor ted  t o  t h e  ~ c h C  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  whose papu- 

l a t i o n  t h u s  r o s e  t o  about  277. Only 202 were l e f t  a t  t h e  end of 
J u l y .  The dead seem t o  belong mos t ly  t o  t h e  new a r r i v a l s .  T h e i r  

l i q u i d a t i o n  i s  due t o  t h e  l a c k  of food and medical  a t t e n t i o n .  The 

Paraguayan Ep iscopa l  Confe rence ,  i n  a p r e s s  communiqu; on 29 June 

1972,  e x p l a i n s  t h e  h igh  d e a t h  f i g u r e  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  new 

c a p t i v e s  were b rough t  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  i n  A p r i l .  when an  i n f l u -  
enza epidemic w a s  a l r e a d y  r a g i n g  the re .27)  Taking a l a r g e  number 

of  f o r e s t  I n d i a n s  t h e r e  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  w i t h o u t  p rov id ing  f o r  t h e i r  

h e a l t h  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  was i n d i r e c t  mass murder. 

THOSE RESPONSIBLE 

Of course  M r .  M. de  Jes6s P e r e i r a ,  t h e  man i n  charge  of  t h e  
R e s e r v a t i o n  i s  d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e .  But on ly  f o r  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a -  

t i o n  of  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  n o t  f o r  i t s  de fence  a g a i n s t  c r i t i c s ,  n o r  

f o r  t h e  h u n t i n g  and s e l l i n g  of  ~ c h e  t h a t  i s  going on even wi thou t  
h i s  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

Bes ides  t h e  Ache h u n t s  o r g a n i z e d  from t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  

t h e r e  are t h o s e  ment ioned above a s  massacres .  I t  seems t h a t  t h e  

c i r c l e  of t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  i s  l i m i t e d ;  whi le  t h e  popu la t ion  i n  
g e n e r a l  t o l e r a t e s  t h e  m a s s a c r e s , i t  does  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  them 

a c t i v e l y .  The a c t i v e  o r g a n i z e r s  seem t o  be e s p e c i a l l y  M r .  P a r i n i  

from t h e  town of  Coronel  Oviedo,  and t h e  Retamozo Melgarejo  fami-  

l y ;  bo th  own l a n d  i n  t h e  ~ c h e  area.  
These c r imes  would n o t  be p o s s i b l e ,  however, wi thou t  a t  

l e a s t  t h e  t o l e r a n c e  o f  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Department.  In  f a c t  

P a r i n i  became more a c t i v e  a f t e r  a meet ing w i t h  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of  t h i s  

Department ,  Co lone l  Tr i s t a 'n  1nfanz6n; and from t h i s  t ime an t h e  

a t t a c k s  of  P a r i n i ' s  k i l l e r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  d e f e a t  of  

t h e  s p i r i t  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  of t h e  f r e e  ~ c h k ,  who t h u s  became more 

i n c l i n e d  t o  s u r r e n d e r  t o  t h e  Rese rva t ion  I n d i a n s  subord ina ted  t o  

t h e  Na t ive  A f f a i r s  Department.  P a r i n i  and ~ e s 6 s  P e r e i r a ,  a l though  

d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e i r  methods,  have c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  same p o l i c y  of  r idd-  

ing  t h e  f o r e s t  of  t h e  ~ c h e .  One must a l s o  n o t e  t h a t  i t  i s  w e l l  known 
t h a t  t h i s  manhunting i s  c a r r i e d  o n ,  and t h a t  anyone t r a v e l l i n g  i n  

t h e  area can s e e  t h e  c a p t u r e d  ~ c h 6 s .  So t h e  i n a c t i v i t y  of  t h e  com- 

p e t e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  Na t ive  A f f a i r s  Department,  canno t  be ex- 

p l a i n e d  by t h e  l a c k  of  in fo rmat ion .  

At t h e  s e s s i o n  c i t e d  i n  no te  El), Colonel  I n f a n i o n  spoke of 

h i s  "philosophy" and t h a t  o f  h i s  Department,  c i t i n g  a s  express ions  



o f  t h e  same way o f  t h i n k i n g  t h e  works  of c e r t a i n  A r g e n t i n e s  who 

have  founded  an " I n s t i t u t e  of  t h e  S c i e n c e  o f  Man" a t  Buenos A i r e s .  

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  t a k e  a l o o k  a t  t h e s e  works ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  un- 
d e r s t a n d  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  man i n  c h a r g e  of  Pa raguayan  I n d i a n  

A f f a i r s .  Acco rd ing  t o  one  o f  t h e s e  works ,  t h e  ~ c h 6  were  a r i g i -  

" a l l y  members of t h e  w h i t e ,  p e r h a p s  even a f  t h e  "Ar i an  Nordic"  

r a c e .  L a t e r  t h e y  d e g e n e r a t e d  due  ts i n t e r b r e e d i n g  w i t h  I n d i p n s  

a n d  t o  t h e  n e g a t i v e  i n  i s .  
S t i l l  t o d a y ,  t h e r e  a r e  CS. 

"The w h i t e  ~ c h 6 s  are f  :he's 

and ,  a s  opposed  t o  t h e  l a t t e r ,  t h e y  do n o t  l i e " .  'The a u t h a s s  r e -  
commend f o l l o w i n g  t h e  example of  Sou th  A f r i c a  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  

t h e  Ache's. 8 2 )  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  i t  must  be a d m i t t e d  t h a t  C o l o n e l  I n f a n -  

z6n, a s  a m i l i t a r y  man and a n  o f f i c i a l  of  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of  De fense ,  

i s  d e p e n d e n t  a n  h i s  s u p e r i o r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  

D e f e n s e ,  who h a s  been  o f f i c i a l l y  n o t i f i e d  a t  l e a s t  of  m a s s a c r e s  

Nos. l and 4 a s  l i s t e d  above.  

D r .  R u f i n o  ~ r e ' v o l o  P a r i s  i s  o f f i c i a l l y  t o  t a k e  care of  t h e  

i r r d l t h  s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  d e l e g a t e d  by  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  

Depa r tmen t .  x s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  s e m i - o f f i c i a l  Pa raguyan  I n d i -  

g e n i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  h e  was a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

o r  n o n - d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  a i d  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  f r o m  November 1970 

t o  J a n u a r y  1971 :  i . e . ,  3 t  t h e  t ime  o f  mass d y i n g .  T h i s  s c i e n t i s t  

h a s  p r o v e d  i n  h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  h e  i s  f u l l y  a, le 

h e a l t h  and n u t r i t i o n  p rob l ems  f a c e d  by  t h e  Reserv i a n s .  

H i s  a c t i o n s  can t h e r e f o r e  n o t  be e x p l a i n e d  by  i g n ,  

The " I n d i a n  Aid  Commission" was  founded  a f t e r  cne c a p t u r e  

of  1970, and t r a n s f o r n  heaGuayaki  (Ache') I n d i a n  A i d  

Commission",  CAIG, i n  1972. S i n c e  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 1 ,  t h i s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

a i d  " f o r  t h e  Guayak i " ,  and  i s  a l s o  o c c u p i e d  w i t h  p r e s s  campaigns  

i n  f a v o u r  of  t h e  ~ e s e r v a t i o n . ~ ~ )  The f o r m a l  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Com- 

m i s s i o n  a r e  supposed  t o  be h o n e s t ,  wh ich  g i v e s  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  t h e y  

s u p p o r t  a more h o n e s t  appea rance ;  many p e o p l e  i n  Pa raguay  would 

n o t  g i v e  money " t o  t h e  I n d i a n s " ,  were  i t  n o t  upon t h e  r e c o m e n -  

d a t i o n  of t h e s e  members o f  t h e  Commission. The CAIG was i n t e n d e d  

f rom i t s  v e r y  s t a r t  t o  i m p r e s s  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  I t s  found ing  was 

pre l  3 p u b l i c i t y  f i r m .  I q u o t e  f rom t h i s  f i r m ' s  memorandum: 
" Fu i t y  w i l l  b e  r e g u l a r l y  g i v e n  t o  d o n a t i o n s ,  w i t h  men- 

t i o r l  o r  zlie f u l l  names of  t h e  d o n o r s  and a f  t h e  k i n d  and amount 

of  t h e i r  g i f t .  ... To t h o s e  who g i v e  more t h a n  GS 25.000, we 

pa red  by c 

11 p u b l i c :  
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s h a l l  g i v e ,  b e s i d e s  t h e  Honour Pa r chmen t  t h e y  w i l l  have  a r i g h t  

t o  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b y :  p r e s s ,  r a d i o  o r  t e l e v i s i o n  p u b l i c i t y . " 8 3 '  

As t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Commiss ion ,  who i s  t h e  managing  d i r e c t o r  

o f  t h e  " H o e c h s t  d e l  P a r a g u a y "  company,  p u t  it i n  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  

w i t h  me,  h i s  e n t e r p r i s e  i s  f o l l o w i n g  a " S c i e n t i f i c  p l a n "  cf b e i n g  

m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  ~ s u n c i 6 n  newspape r s  a t  l e a s t  once  e v e r y  week  - 
and  b e i n g  m e n t i o n e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  e x o t i c  I n d i a n s  i s  a s p e c i a l  

o c c a s i o n .  So p e r h a p s  one  o f  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h e  CHIG i s  t h e  m u t u a l  ex -  

change  o f  p u b l i c i t y :  The  I n d i a n s  make l i e s  b e t t e r  known, 

and  t h e  compan i e s  g i v e  p o s i t i v e  p u b l i c :  ? I n d i a n s .  The 

members o f  t h e  CAIG a r e :  
The P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Commiss ion ,  M r .  Mi l an  Zeman, t h e  

managing  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Pa r aguayan  company " H o e c h s t  d e l  P a r a g u a y " .  

I t s v i c e - P r e s i d e n t ,  M r .  C lemens  v a n  Thuemen, t h e  German 

managing  d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Pa r aguayan  p l a s t i c  i n d u s t r y  "4 PPPP". 

The T r e a s u r e r ,  M r .  Thomas H o l t ,  t h e  American managing  d i r e c -  

t o r  o f  t h e  P a r a g u a y a n  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  "Bank o f  Amer i ca " .  

C o l o n e l  I r i s t i n  I n f a n r d n ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  

Depa r tmen t .  
M r .  V i c e n t e  nu& Campos, a c o u s i n  of Co lone l  I n f a n r X n  and  a n  

employee  o f  h i s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  o f  p r e s s  and  

t e l i v i s i o n  p u b l i c i t y ,  who h a s  made two t e l e v i s i <  ns p u b l i -  

c i z i n g  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  

Dr .  ~ r 6 v o l a  P a r i s ,  m e n t i o n e d  above .  

G e n e r a l  Ram6n C Q s a r  Bejarano,  t h e  P r e s i d e n r  o r  r n e  P a r a -  

guayan I n d i g e n i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n .  

A  g u e s t  o f  h o n o u r  when i n  Asunc i6n  i s  Mr. ? ~ e s 6 s  

P e r e i r a .  

i t e d  by t h e  CAIG i t  1971, t h e  

f i  f o r  1 9 7 1  was GS 1 I n  J u l y  

15  ed  t h a t  GS 2.840.01 ready  been  

r a i s e d  f o r  1972.  "The army f u r n i s h e s  50  r a t i o n s  o f  f o o d  d a i l y ,  f rom 

C a r i t a s  we r e c e i v e  2  t o n s  o f  f o o d  a mon th ,  t h e  S u g a r  C e n t e r  g i v e s  

s u g a r ,  some o i l  f a c t o r i e s  g i v e  o i l ,  and  commerc i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  

c o n t r i b u t e  imp lemen t s .  The banks  of Asunc i6n  d o n a t e  cash ."  84 l 

More impor  ~e mora l  a s p e c t .  F a r  i n s t a n c e ,  a f t e r  t h e  cap-  

t u r e  of t h  ans i n  March 1 9 7 2 ,  no one d a r e d  t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  

news o f  t h e  c a p r u r e  r i g h t  a w a y f o r  f e a r  o f  c r i t i c i s m  f rom ~ s u n c i 6 n  

i n t e l l e c t u a l s ;  i t  seems a l s o  t h a t  t h e  ~ s u n c i d n  news- 

p a p e r s  w e r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  r ,d  t o  them by M r .  

o u r $ ,  a s  i t  ssemed c o n t r a d i c t o r y .  The) s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  

I n d i a n s  had  a c t u a l l y  been  c a p t u r e d ,  i n s r e a a  o t  h a v i n g  come vo lun -  

p a p e r  e d  

y  a s s u r e d  

n announc 

twO l a r g e  

l o t e  p a s s e  

r a l r e a d y  
. . -  
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,752 .000.  

>o had  a l l  



t a r i l y .  A  d e l e g a t i o n  composed o f  t h e  t h r e e  f o r e i g n  members o f  t h e  

CAIG w e n t  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  and  i t  was o n l y  a f t e r  t h e y  gave  

t h e i r  vrord t h a t  e v e r y t h i r ~ g  w a s  a l l  r i g h t  on t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  

a t  l e a s t  o n e  newspaper  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l  n o t e ,  o n e  month 

a f t e r  t h e  c a p t u r e  and  w i t h  s p e c i a l  m e n t i o n  of t h i s  v i s i t . " )  

When t h e  Pa raguayan  E p i s c o p a l  C o n f e r e n c e  d e c l a r e d  i t s  c o n c e r n  

a b o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a f  t h e  ~ c h 6 ,  t h e  CAIG s t a r t e d  a n o t h q r  p r e s s  

c ampa ign ,  i n v i t i n g  r e p o r t e r s  t o  i t s  s e s s i o n s  and  u s i n g  a l l  t h e  

p r e s t i g e  o f  i t s  members t o  d e f e n d  t h e  ~ e s e r u a t i o n . ~ ~ )  When i n  

December 1 9 7 1 ,  P e r e i r a  was t e m p o r a r i l y  a c c u s e d  of h a v i n g  a t t a c k e d  

a n e i g h b o u r ,  t h i s  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  by CAIG a s  a v e r y  u n f o r t u n a t e  

a c c i d e n t .  When t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  s u s p e n d e d ,  Jes6s P e r e i r a  

was  r e c e i v e d  h e a r t i l y  by t h e  CAIG a t  i t s  s e s s i o n  o f  28 December 

1971 .  He was accompan ied  by an  Ache I n d i a n ,  ivho w a s  i m p r e s s e d  by 

t h e  r e c e p t i o n  h i s  m a s t e r  w a s  a c c o r d e d ;  t h e  I n d i a n s ' w e r e  t h u s  t o l d  

how s t r o n g l y  Jesds  P e r e i r a  was s u p p o r t e d  by i m p o r t a n t  p e o p l e  i n  

~ s u n c i d n .  On t h e  same o c c a s i o n ,  a g i f t  o f  f u e l  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  

was o r g a n i z e d ,  wh ich  made p o s s i b l e  t h e  manhunt i n  1972 .  

I n  s e v e r a l  r a s e s ,  t h e  CAIG h a s  b e e n  n o t i f i e d  of v i o l a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  Ache' b u t  h a s  t a k e n  no  m e a s u r e s .  F a t h e r  Meli ;  

in form.ed  t h e C o m m i s s i o n o f  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  abovemen t ioned  memo- 

r a n d u n  o f  F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 1  f rom t h e  B i shop  o f  C o r o n e l  Ov ieda  i n  which  

he  a l s o  s a i d :  " O u r  p r e s e n t  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  

1 9 0 5  m i g h t  be  r e p e a t e d ,  when some 50 p e r s o n s  d i e d  i n  a few d a y s . "  

No r e a c t i o n  came f rom t h e  CAIG, a l t h o u g h  t h e  newspape r  La T r i b u n e  

on  l1 F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 2  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  a n  ep idemic  was t a k i n g  p l a c e .  

I t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l  t h i s  memorandum r e a c h e d  t i l e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Re-  

p u b l i c  t h a t  m e a s u r e s  t o  save t h e  d y i n g  Aches w e r e  t a k e n .  I n  3anua -  

r y  1 9 7 2 ,  f a t h e r  M e l i d  handed t o  t h e  CAIG a n d  t o  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  

Depa r tmen t  t h e  FAO r e p o r t  on t h e  s o i l  o f  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  wh ich  

shows t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n s  l i v i n g  a n  t h a t  s a i l  w i l l  h ave  a r a t h e r  

gloomy f u t u r e .  I n  h i s  r e p l y ,  C o l o n e l  I n f a n i X n  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  

s p e c i a l i s t s  who made t h e  r e p o r t ,  we re  i g n o r a n t .  I n  1971  t h e  a n -  

t h r o p o l o g i s t  Chase  S a r d i  p r e s e n t e d  a p a p e r  t o  t h e  symposium on 

i n t e r - e t h n i c  f r i c t i o n  i n  South America o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  

o f  E thno logy  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B e r n e  i n  Ba rbados .  I n  t h i s  

p a p e r ,  f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1972  b u t  e a r l i e r  c i r c u l a t e d  i n  Asunc idn  

i n  m a n u s c r i p t  f o r m ,  M r .  Chase  S.  wa rns  t h a t  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  new 

b a n d s  on t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  "would p roduce  a g rave  p rob l em f o r  t h e  

I n d i a n  Aid  Commission,  f o r  i t  would  n o t  have  t h e  m a t e r i a l  o r  

t e c h n i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  s h o u l d e r  t h i s  r e s p a n s i b i l i t  ... The a r -  

r i v a l  of new bands  would  c a u s e  a d i s e q u i l i b r i u m "  86Y - b u t  CAIG 



con t inued  i t s  s u p p o r t  of manhunts which would b r i n g  more bands 

t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  I n  February 1972, M r .  Chase S. p r e s e n t e d  

a paper  t o  t h e  CAIG u r g i n g  it t o  o r g a n i z e  a s tudy  of t h e  Reser-  

v a t i o n  by community development s p e c i a l i s t s  i n s t e a d  of sup o r t -  

ing  something which mast CAIG members had n o t  even seen.87P I ,  

myself have p r e s e n t e d  t a  t h e  CAIG e x h a u s t i v e  documentation on 

what was happening on t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  I n  November 1971,  I 

o r a l l y  informed i t s  P r e s i d e n t ,  Mr. Zeman, t h a t  t h e  food supposed- 

l y  s e n t  t o  t h e  I n d i a n s  was n o t  r e a c h i n g  them. I n  December 1971,  

I informed him t h a t  JesGs P e r e i r a  had under taken a manhunt and 

was p l a n n i n g  a n o t h e r  o:>e i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  I urged M r .  Zeman 

e i t h e r  t o  p reven t  t h e  hunt  ( e .g .  by n o t  paying f o r  t h e  f u e l )  o r ,  

i f  t h e r e  was r e a l l y  no way of  p r e v e n t i n g  i t ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  p r e p a r e  

t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r r i v a l  of new I n d i a n s  (e .g .  by sending 

food and medic ines ) .  On 23 December 1971, I p r e s e n t e d  t o  Mr. 

Zeman a d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  on what I had seen i n  t h e  Rese rva t ion  

( s e e  " I h e  R e i e r v a t i o n  a t  P r e s e n t " ,  which i s  mainly based on  t h e  

r e p o r t  I gave h i m ) ;  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  r e p o r t  w i t h  him on 28 Decem- 

b e r ,  I informed him t h a t  I owned t a p e s  which suppor ted  my a l l e -  

g a t i o n s .  I n  January  1972 my w i f e  handed a n o t h e r  d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  

t o  t h e  German flmbassador, a sk ing  him t o  make i t s  c o n t e n t s  known 

t o  von Thuemen, t h e  German v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  CAIG. 

A f t e r  t h e  complet ion of t h e  March 1972 manhunt, I informed 

M r .  Zeman on 16 March 1972 t h a t  t h e  new a r r i v a l s  showed a l r e a d y  

s i g n s  of  an  ep idemic ,  and t h a t  u r g e n t  h e l p  i n  t h e  form o f  food ,  

medicine and medical  a s s i s t a n c e  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r e v e n t  a c a t a -  

s t r o p h e .  I a l s o  informed him t h a t  J e s 6 s  P e r e i r a  was p r e p a r i n g  

ano ther  r a i d ,  and I urged him e i t h e r  t o  p r e v e n t  t h i s  or, a t  l e a s t  

t o  o rgan ize  food and medica l  a s s i s t a n c e  f a r  t h o s e  s t i l l  t o  be 

brought  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  On 1 3  March I had informed General  

Bejarano,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Paraguayan I n d i g e n i s t  Associa-  

t i o n  of Paraguay and a member of  t h e  CAIG. But h e ,  t o o ,  d i d  

n o t h i n g  t o  p reven t  a n o t h e r  r a i d  by JesGs P e r e i r a  o r  t o  a s s i s t  

t h o s e  cap tu red  and s t a r v i n g ,  a l though  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  

of Paraguay g ives  a  g e n e r a l  a  c e r t a i n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n t e r f e r e ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  when he i s  a t  t h e  same t ime a member of t h e  Govern- 

ment p a r t y ,  and when t h e  man i n  whose b u s i n e s s  he i n t e r f e r e s  i s  

an o f f i c e r  j u n i o r  t o  h i m s e l f ,  such a s  C o l o n e l  Infanzdn.  The 

i n d i r e c t  mass murder desc r ibed  above was o rgan ized  a l though  t h e  

CAIG and e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  p r e s i d e n t .  M r .  Zeman, were f u l l y  aware of 

what it meant.  



A f t e r  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of 1 9 7 2 ,  t h e  ~ c h C  s i t u a t i o n  t u r n e d  i n t o  a 
p u b l i c  s c a n d a l .  From J a n u a r y  o n ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  from March, my 

w i f e  and I spoke  o p e n l y  o f  what  w e  had  seen on t h e  " R e s e r v a t i o n " ,  

a s  we r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i t  was u s e l e s s  t o  c o n t i n u e  i n f o r m i n g  t h e  

compe ten t  a u t h o r i t i e s  a b o u t  t h i n g s  t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  a l r e a d y  knew 

b u t  we re  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  change .  O n  31 May and 2 J u n e ,  I gave  

p u b l i c  l e c t u r e s  o n  t h e  Ache p rob l em,  which c a u s e d  a newspaper  con-  

t r o v e r s y  on t h e  q u e s t i o n .  The Pa raguayan  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  CHASE 

SARDI, MELIA a n d  MIRAGLIA e n t e r e d  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  "er c o u r a -  

geous  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  denouncing t h e  g e n o c i d e  i n  pub l i c . 88 r  The 

Roman C a t h o l i c  Church  of Pa raguay  s t a t e d  i t s  c o n c e r n  and made 

p u b l i c  t h a t  i t  had  i n fo rmed  t h e  Holy See.") Two a p p o s i t i o n  depu- 

t i e s  r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  ~ a r l i a r n e n t . ' ~ )  The e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  CAIG 

members Zeman and von lhuemen and of t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  D i r e c t o r  

C o l o n e l  I n f a n z d n  t o  save t h e  s i t u a t i o n  by a n o t h e r  p r e s s  campaign 

i n  f a v o u r  o f  JesGs P e r e i r a  and t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  made them o b j e c t s  
of r i d i c u l e . 9 0 )  

I n  J u l y ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  German Embassy v i s i t e d  t h e  an- 

t h r o p o l o g i s t s  M e l i d  and Cadogan, i n s i n u a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was  no u s e  t o  

r a i s e  a s c a n d a l  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  members of t h e  CAIG who were  c o n n e c t e d  

w i t h  Germany. On 2 8  Augus t ,Me l id  was i n v i t e d  t o  a s e s s i o n  of  t h e  CAIG 

where  C o l o n e l  I n t a n z b n  imp lo red  him n o t  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  "bad cam- 

p a i g n  a g a i n s t  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  and t h e  CAIG", which h a d ,  a s  he  p u t  

i t ,  t h e  n e g a t i v e  consequence  t h a t  no more money "for t h e  I n d i a n s "  

was  b e i n g  c o n t r i b u t e d  by  t h e  p u b l i c .  Bu t  t h e s e  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  

showed no i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  cease t h e i r  r e v e l a t i o n s .  

Thus ,  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  Sep t ember  1 9 7 2 ,  Jestis P e r e i r a  was 

r e l i e v e d  of  h i s  f u n c t i o n s .  O b v i o u s l y ,  p u b l i c  p r e s s u r e  h a s  had  i t s  

e f f e c t s ,  p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  i t  touched  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  

CAIG. I t  must  a l s o  b e  remembered t h a t  w h i l e  one of t h e  main o b j e c -  

t i v e s  of t h e  CAIG had  been p o s i t i v e  p u b l i c i t y  f a r  t h o s e  e n t e r -  

p r i s e s  whose managing d i r e c t o r s  *ere members, q u i t e  t h e  c o n t r a r y  

was  now t h e  r e s u l t .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  one must  a l s o  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h a t  Jes6s P e r e i r a  had  f u l f i l l e d  some m a j o r  t a s k s :  h e  had " s o l -  

ved" t h e  ~ c h 6  problem i n  a l a r g e  a r e a  by d e p o r t i n g  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  

t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  had s t i l l  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of  t h e  

R e s e r v a t i c n  from becoming t o o  l a r g e ,  and  t h a t  now he  was becoming 

s u p e r f l u o u s  o r  even p r e j u d i c i a l  t o  t h e  f i n a l  g o a l  of  e l e m i n a t i n g  

t h e  problem a s  q u i c k l y  and as  q u i e t l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  H i s  a u t h o r i t y  



had  n o t  been  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  I n d i a n s  f rom t r y i n g  t o  

r u n  away o r  even t o  r e v o l t ;  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  s o l d i e r s  on t h e  Re- 

s e r v a t i o n  was a c o n c r e t e  a n d  e l o q u e n t  proof  of  h i s  own inadequacy .  

I n  f a c t ,  he  had  s u d d e n l y  t o  f a c e  t h e  t a s k  of  c o n t r o l l i n g  more 

I n d i a n s  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e  and ,  moreove r ,  i t  seemed t h a t  t h e  

new a r r i v a l s  were  r e l a t i v e l y  more u n i t e d  and more w i l l i n g  t o  de-  

f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  b a n d s  had been .  T h i s  was p r o b a b l y  

t o o  much f o r  a man a s  o l d  a s  J e s 6 s  P e r e i r a .  One p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n  

would  have  been  t h e  l i q u i d a t i o n  of  t h e  I n d i a n s  by open v i o l e n c e ;  

b u t  t h i s  was now d i f f i c u l t ,  a s  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  was now f o c u s e d  on 

t h e  camp. So t h e  d i s m i s s a l  of  J e s 6 s  P e r e i r a  was one  way o u t  o f  u r -  

g e n t  p r o b l e m s .  It w i l l  p e r h a p s  a l s o  s e r v e  t o  ca lm  t h e  s c a n d a l ,  

and t h u s  a v e r t  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n .  

Some weeks  p r e v i o u s l y ,  a m i s s i o n a r y  of t h e  N o r t h A m e r i c a n  

"New T r i b e s  M i s s i o n " ,  a P r o t e s t a n t  s e c t ,  had  been a c c e p t e d  on t h e  

R e s e r v a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  CAIG. I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  m i s s i o -  

n a r i e s  "who r e g a r d  t h e  I n d i a n s  a s  d e g e n e r a t e  and g i v e n  t o  d e a l i n g s  

w i t h  t h e  d e v i l , "  who " s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  oppose  t h e  few r ema in ing  tri- 

b a l  cus toms and c e r e m o n i e s ,  which  t h e y  r e g a r d  a s  pagan , "  who "con- 

f u s e  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of  C h r i s t i a n i t y . .  . w i L h  the p a r t i -  

c u l a r  v a l u e s  of  w e s t e r n  c u l t u r e ,  and  t e a c h  t h e  l a t t e r  a s  t hough  

t h e y  were  t h e  f o r m e r , "  a s  CHASE SARDI d e s c r i b e s  t h e  "New T r i b e s  

~ i s s i o n " ~ ~ )  - t h a t  t h e s e  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  known t o  be t h e  mos t  f a n a -  

t i c a l  o f  t h o s e  working  among S o u t h  American n a t i v e s ,  w i l l  f u l f i l 1  

a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  req f o r  g u a r a n t e e i n g  t h e  ~ c h 6  a happy 

f u t u r e  Bu t  a t  l e a s t  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  e x t e m i n a -  

t i o n .  

So some th ing  h a s  been a c h i e v e d .  S t i l l ,  no a c t i o n  h a s  been 

t a k e n  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  who, o u t s i d e  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  c o n t i n u e  t o  h u n t  

t h e  Ach6 l i k e  a n i m a l s .  S t i l l ,  t h e r e  ace Ache s l a v e s  a l l  o v e r  

e a s t e r n  P a r a g u a y .  S t i l l ,  c o u n t l e s s  Ache f a m i l i e s  remain  s e p a r a t e d  

t h r o u g h  s l a v e r y  o r  t h rough  t h e  d e p o r t a t i o n  of  some of  them t o  t h e  

R e s e r v a t i o n  S t i l l ,  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  i s  l o c a t e d  on  such ungene rous  

s o i l  t h a t  one c a n  f o r e s e e  i t s  b i t t e r  end.  And s t i l l ,  on a b o u t  10 

Sep tember  1 9 7 2 ,  an  ~ c h &  f a m i l y  was found  dead  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  an  
e i g h t  h o u r s '  w a l k  f rom t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ;  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e y  had  a t t e m p t -  

ed  t o  f l e e .  Moreove r ,  t h e r e  i s  no r e a l  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  ~ e s 6 s  P e r e i r a  

w i l l  neve r  r e t u r n ,  o r  t h a t  none of  h i s  k i n d  w i l l  t a k e  h i s  p l a c e ,  

a s  l o n g  a s  t h o s e  who s u p p o r t e d  him and made p o s s i b l e  h i s  a c t i o n s  

a r e  s t i l l  d e c i d i n g  t h e  f a t e  of t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  

They may d e c i d e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  f a t e  of  t h e  Ache b u t  a l s o  t h a t  

of  o t h e r  P a r a g u a y a n  I n d i a n s .  When t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church of  Pa-  



r a g u a y  showed i t s  concern f o r  t h e  Ach6, it a l s o  men t ioned  t h e  

c a s e  of  t h e  Moro I n d i a n s ,  c i t i n g  a m a s s a c r e  o f  10 Moros and 

denounc ing  t h e  " r e a l  p e r s e c u t i o n "  t h i s  t r i b e  i s  t h e  v i c t i m  o f .  
I n  f a c t ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of  t h s  p e r h a p s  2500 Maros i n  t h e  Chaco 

shows c e r t a i n  p a r a l l e l s  t o  t h e  ~ c h 6  case .  But  one  can see  even 

f u r t h e r :  t h e  C A I G  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  p o l i c y  which i t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  

N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Depa r tmen t  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  Ach6s a s  'of  exper imen-  

t a l  c h a r a c t e r "  a n d  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  a " g e n e r a l  

p l a n  t o  be a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  t r i b e s . " 9 2 '  Thus ,  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of  

c o n c e n t r a t i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  Ache g roups  i n  one R e s e r v a t i o n  w i l l  be 

r e p e a t e d  on t h e  A V <   by< G u a r a n i ,  t o t a l i n g  a t  l e a s t  2200 p e r s o n s .  

I t  seems a l s o  t h a t  t h e  Pa raguayan  a u t h o r i t i e s  have  s t i l l  n o t  aban- 

doned t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  of " a t t r a c t i n g "  mare  Ach6s t o  t h e  Rese rva -  

t i o n :  i . e . ,  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  manhunts .  

Only  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o t e s t  m igh t  make them c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e i r  

r e c e n t  change  of  a t t i t u d e .  



PRESIOENTE HAYES 



EASTERN PARHGUriY 

The  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  Acne nave been p l a c e d  on  t h i s  map by 

t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  w o r k .  

N o t e  t h e  c h a i n  o f  h i l l s  r u n n i n g  f rom n o r t h  t o  s o u t h :  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  ~ c h e '  s t r o n g h o l d .  Note a l s o  t h e  two new roads  

f rom Corone l  Oviedo t o  t h e  e a s t  and  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  c r o s s i n a  

t h e  c h a i n .  



EXYLANAIION OF MAP (p .65)  

Because of t h e  s c a r c i t y  of d e t a i l e d  and s e r i o u s  in fo rmat ion  o n  rrlr 

A C ~ C ,  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s  shown on t h i s  map must 

be unders tood  a s  o n l y  approximate .  Within t h e s e  b o u n d a r i e s ,  t h e  

more a c c e s s i b l e  l a n d s  a r e  o f t e n  i n h a b i t e d  by Paraguayans o r  

Guarani  I n d i a n s ,  w h i l e  t h e  Ache l i v e  i n  t h e  l e s s  a c c e s s i b l e  p a r t s .  

To t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e r e  may be more Ache groups than  i n d i c a t e d  
h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  a u t h o r  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  them, s i n c e  h e  does n o t  have 

any c o n c r e t e  d e t a i l s  o n  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  and l o c a t i o n .  

The Ache R e s e r v a t i o n  

l. Camp Blessed  Roque Gonzdlez of t h e  Holy C r o s s ,  1959-1968. 

2.  Guayaki N a t i o n a l  Colony,,1968 . 
Ache G r b u ~ s  Which have DisaDDeared S ince  1960 

3 .  The "Group of  t h e  ~ v ~ t ~ r u r 6  Tab le land" .  A t  l e a s t  60 

pe r sons  were depor ted  t o  t h e  Rese rva t ion  i n  1962. No 

f r e e  s u r v i v o r s  remained i n  1968. 

4. The group n o r t h  of Caaguazd. I t s  f i n a l  remnants ,  a t  

l e a s t  some 20 p e r s o n s ,  pe rhaps  more, seem t o  have been 

ex te rmina ted  i n  1970 and 1971. 

5 .  The "Group of Yacare-cud". Es t imated  by Cadogan a t  150 

p e r s o n s  i n  1959, l i v i n g  mainly on a s t a t e  reserve .  D e t a i l -  

ed i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  l a c k i n g  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  s i n c e  1959. 

Today, it seems t h a t  t h i s  group h a s  d i sappeared .  

6 .  Zone where  an Ache group seems t o  have d i sappeared  d u r i n g  

t h e  I a s t  f i v e  years .  Some s u r v i v o r s  may have withdrawn 

t o  zone 9. 

7. Main Massacre  Zone 1968-1972. See mdssacres  Nos. 1-9 

above, where  more o r  l e s s  d e t a i l e d  in fo rmat ion  i s  given 

on  t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  enslavement of 44 Ache i n  t h i s  z o n e ;  

it i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  number i s  much h igher .  

Moreover, some 152 Aches were d i s p l a c e d  from t h i s  zone  

t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  

Asuncidn newspapers speak of  bands,each c o n s i s t i n g  of 

hundreds of p e r s o n s ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Chase S a r d i  e s t i m a t e d  

i n  1971 t h a t  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  bands were l i v i n g  h e r e :  one  
of unknown s i r e ,  one of  around 80 p e r s o n s ,  and one t o t a l -  



l i n g  p e r h a p s  l o o  p e r s o n s  ( n o t e  9 3 ) .  

No ~ c h k s  seem t o  r ema in  i n  t h i s  a r e a  s i n c e  t h e  most  

r e c e n t  manhun t ,  l a u n c h e d  f rom t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  i n  A p r i l  
1972 .  

P r e s e n t  G r o u ~ s  of F r e e  ~ c h k s  

8 .  The "Monday R i v e r  Group".  The t r a c e s  o f  same 40 ~ c h & s  

we re  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  1970 by a FAO F o r e s t  

I n v e n t o r y  M i s s i o n .  T h e r e  may be  even more, b u t  we  have  

no d e t a i l s .  

9. The Hondo C r e e k  Group.  E s t i m a t e d  a t  " a t  l e a s t  40" by 
Chase  S a r d i  ( n o t e  9 3 ) .  

10. The N o r t h e r n  Groups :  

The " ~ w ~ r a r o v a n d  Group" i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h i s  a r e a .  

66 f iches  o f  t h i s  group we re  d i s p l a c e d  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  

i n  A p r i l  1 9 7 2 .  A  l a r g e r  g roup  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  h e r e :  some 

80 o r  l o o ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  D i r e c t o r ,  who 

a c c u s e s  them o f  a s s a u l t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  ( n o t e  5 9 ) .  

The Mbaracay6 Mountain Group i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  and  n o r t h e r n  

p a r t  o f  t h i s  a r e a .  I t  seems t h a t  t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  D i r e c -  

t o r  w a s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  them when h e  s p o k e ,  i n  J u l y  1 9 7 2 ,  of 

" a n o t h e r  g r o u p ,  of  a t  l e a s t  400 ~ c h e , "  who s h o u l d  be  

b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  ( n o t e  5 9 ) .  

A s  t h e i r  a r e a  h a s  been  g r e a t l y  p e n e t r a t e d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  

i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some o r  a l l  o f  them have  r e t i r e d  t o  

t h e  n o r t h ,  i n t o  B r a z i l  o r  Amambay Moun ta in s .  

11. Zone of t h e  Achk a t t r a c t e d  by Mayntzhusen  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

h a l f  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  No f r e e  Ache r ema in  h e r e  

t o d a y .  

ESTIMATES OF TOTAL POPULATION 

We have  no i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  number o f  Ache s l a v e s  l i v i n g  

among P a r a g u a y a n s ,  o u t s i d e  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  The e s t i m a t e s  of t h e  

number o f  Achks s t i l l  f r e e  i n  t h e  f o r e s t s  a r e  b u t  a p p r o x i m a t e  and  

c o m p l e t e l y  unchecked.  CHASE SARDI (1972 :  1 9 3 )  e s t i m a t e s  a b o u t  310 

f r e e  ~ c h k s ,  b u t  r e c e n t  manhunts  have  p r o v e d  t h a t  h i s  f i g u r e s  a r e  much 

t o o  low.  The Asunci6n  newspaper  a b c - c o l o r  ( 1 9  A p r i l  1972 ,  p . 30 )  

c a l c u l a t e s  990 p e r s a n s  f o r  b o t h  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  and  t h e  f r e e  Achk 



together, based'on data from the Native Affairs Department. S;nce 

the Reservation had some 277 inhabitants in April 1972, t h i s  hould 

mean a total of around 700 free ~ c h 6 .  The number  of A C ~ C  now on 

the Reservation, since the catastrophe of  April-July 1972, is 

officially given as 202.  





i n g  t h e  c a p t u r e s ,  and an  eybwit t r  ~t of  a r e c e n t  
manhunt o rgan ized  from t h e  Reser,  .e con ta ined  i n  
MIF'AGLIA 1972. 
LLORENTE 1970: 232; t h i s  f i g u r e  S==..,, ., de based on i n f o r -  
mat ion from ~ e s 6 s  P., it  seems t o  be o f f i c i a l .  
CLHSTRES 1972: 347. 
CAWGAN 1965. 
I n s p e c t i o n  Commission o rdered  by d e n t  of  t h e  
Republ ic ,  p res ided  o v e r  by M r .  P L - _ _ _ ~ _ _  . . + ~ 1 1 a n o ,  S e c r e t a r y  

t h e  Presi  
.ra1+> olrc 



G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  O f f i c e  (La T r i b u n a ,  ~ s u n c i d n ,  
28 .5 .1968, ,and  CHASE SARDI 1 9 7 2 :  1 9 9 ) .  
MELIA y  MUNZEL ms. 
CAWGAN 1963.  I n  1 9 5 9 ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  t h e  
f i r s t  ~ c h 6  band  a t  Jes6s P e r e i r a ' s  f a r m ,  a bank a c c o u n t  i n  
h i s  name was opened  a t  V i l l a r i c a ,  supposed  t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  
b u y i n g  mea t  and  c l o t h e s .  x l s o  i n  1 9 5 9 ,  J e s u s  P.  was d o n a t e d  
a mon th ly  sum f o r  b u y i n g  m e a t ,  wh ich  he  s t i l l  r e c e i v e s .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  f u r n i s h e d  by  M r .  M i l a n  Zeman, P r e -  
s i d e n t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  Guayak i  I n d i a n  Commiss ion ,  J e s 6 s  P .  
r e c e i v e s  now GS. l o . o o o  m o n t h l y ;  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  
f rom t h e  r e g i o n  o f  S a n  J o a q u i n ,  whe re  I s t a y e d  on t h e  p r e s e n t  
R e s e r v a t i o n  i c  1971  and  1 9 7 2  t h e  p r i c e  o f  a donkey (wh ich  t h e  
~ c h 6  l i k e  v e r y  much t o  e a t )  i s  n o r m a l l y  Gs. 500, - b u t  
p e o p l e  would  s e l l  one  t o  M r .  Jes6s P .  a t  t h e  p r i c e  o f  Gs.350 -; 
t h u s  a t  t h e  h i g h e r  p r i c e  he  c o u l d  buy 20 donkeys  a month ,  
o r  at t h e  l o w e r  p r i c e ,  some 2 8  donkeys  a month.  A l s o  s i n c e  
1 9 5 9 ,  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  h a s  r e c e i v e d  what  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  d a i l y  
r a t i o n s  and  s u f f i c i e n t  c l o t h e s  f o r  2 0  s o l d i e r s .  A l s o  i n  1 9 5 9 ,  
t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  D e f e n s e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  l o c a l  b i s h o p  and  
C a r i t a s  d e l  P a r a g u a y  began g i v i n g  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  
C a r i t a s  g a v e  r e g u l a r  a i d  u n t i l  1963  (CHASE SARDI 1 9 6 5 ;  
BORGOGNON 1 9 6 8 :  3 5 9 ,  a p o r t e s  no c o n t i n u a d o s  d e  C d r i t a s  
d e l  P a r a g u a y " ) .  
BORGOGNON 1 9 6 7 :  10. 
AREVOLO PARIS: La T r i b u n a ,  Asunc i6n .  22 .2 .1971,  " M i c r o b i o s  
d e l  B l a n c o  D iezhan  a 1 0 s  G u a y a k i e s " ,  i n c l u d i n g  an i n t e r v i e w  
w i t h  A . P . ;  TOMASINI 1969 :  9 1 .  
I p o s s e s s  t h e  t a p e  w i t h  t h i s  song.  I c o u l d  f u r n i s h  a trans- 
l a t i o n ,  wh ich  c o u l d  pe rhapg  be  checked  by M r .  P i e r r e  C l a s t r e s ,  
F rench  s p e c i a l i s t  o n  Ache e t h n o l o g y ,  or by  M r .  Led" Cadogan.  

, A s u n c i d n ,  a u t h o r  of  an  ~ c h c  d i c t i o n a r y .  
One of t h e  w i t n e s s e s  who t o l d  me t h e s e  f a c t s  w a s  t h e  o t h e r  
p o s s i b l e  f a t h e r ,  ~ ~ b w ~ r d g i  (Angel  P e r e i r a ) ,  whose  r e s p e c t a -  
b i l i t y  a s  a w i t n e s s  i n  g e n e r a l  c a n  b e  c o n f i r m e d  by t h e  mem- 
b e r s  o f  t h e  FAO M i s s i o n  d i r e c t e d  by e n g i n e e r  I a n  H u t c h i n s o n .  
T h i s  I n d i a n  c o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  M i s s i o n  i n  1 9 7 1  i n  i d e n -  
t i f y i n g  t r e e s .  
H i s  e x i s t e n c e  c a n  a l s o  be  c o n f i r m e d  by members of  t h e  FAO 
M i s s i o n ,  by whom Kanhgi  was employed f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks  a s  
a m a c h e t e r a .  
On t h e  ch i e fdom o f  ~ ~ v u k ; g i ,  see CLASTRES 1 9 7 2 :  62 -63 ,  102 -  
106 .  
CAWGAN 1 9 7 1 :  1 2 - 1 3 :  " H  p e o p l e  w h i c h ,  now t h a t  i t s  m i s e r a b l e  
r emnan t s  have  b e e n  o b l i g e d  t o  ' i n t e g r a t e  i n t o  c i v i l i z e d  
i f  i s  d e p r i v e d  o f . . . .  what  i t  c o n s i d e r s  i t s  d e a r e s t  
p o s s e s s i o n ,  i t s  own i d e n t i t y .  ... What h a s  happened o n  t h e  
human l e v e l  m e r i t s  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t r a g e d y .  VIVANTE 
and WNCEDO 1 9 6 8 :  40. Msr. PECHILO i n  a memorandum p r e s e n t e d  
t o  t h e  P a p a l  Nuncio  i n  F e b r u a r y  1971 .  MELIA i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  
c i t e d  i n  n o t e  2 0 ) .  and  i n  a n o t h e r  i n t e r v i e w  i n  t h e  Asunc idn  
newspaper  La T r i b u n a ,  2 .7 .1972,  p .13 ,  "Me l iQ :  Los I n d i o s  
Es tdn  en E s t a d o  d e  C a u t i v e r i a " ,  where  he  s a y s  t h a t  " t h e  
~ c h h  c o l o n y  i s  aware  o f  i t s  d e s t r u c t i o n .  T h e i r  bows and  
a r r o w s  a r e  b e i n g  c o n f i s c a t e d ,  and  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  
of  t h e i r  women t h e  f a m i l y  h a s  been  t o r n  t o  pieces." 
CLASTRES 1972 :  348 .  
S e e  t h e  newspaper  a r t i c l e  c i t e d  i n  n o t e  2 0 ) .  
16 .12 .1970 ,  p .13 .  
La T r i b u n a ,  15 .7 .1972,  p . 8 ,  " ~ l i m e n t a c i 6 n :  ~ r e o c u p a c i d n  
Fundamenta l  o a r a  l a  CAIG". 



CARITAS 1 9 6 6 :  p .3 .  Cf .  Marcos P e r e i r a ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  a 
b loody  e n c o u n t e r ,  i n  which  h e  and o t h e r s  c a p t u r e d  a f o r e s t  
~ c h ;  woman ( a b c  c o l o r ,  Asunc ibn ,  5.12.1970, p .  2 8 ) .  
ICH 1970 :  9 :  " a n d  a l s o  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  camp a s  a 
c e n t e r  o f  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  f o r e s t  g roups  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  
t h e  r e c e n t  t r a n s f e r  of  t h e  s u r v i v o r s  ( o f  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n )  
t o  a more n o r t h e r l y  l o c a t i o n .  The a u t h o r s  a r e  known t o  b e  
ve ry  c l o s e  t o  t h e  Pa raguayan  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  a u t h o r i t i e s .  
A l s o ,  by one of  t h e s e  a u t h o r s :  RIVERO 1970:  3 ,  p a r a g r a p h  
13: " I t  i s  t h e  p u r p o s e  of t h e  Pa raguayan  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  
u t i l i z e  t h e  camp of  C e r r o  M o r o t i  t o  a t t r a c t  and  c o n f i n e  
t h o s e  b a n d s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  y e t  c o n t r o l l e d " .  
abc  c o l o r ,  Asunc ibn ,  5.12.  1 9 7 0 ,  p.  28 .  
C o l o n e l  T r i s t a n  ~ n f a n z d n  t o l d  me t h a t  t h e y  were  t r a n s p o r t e d  
on  a t r u c k .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  h i m s e l f  was p r e s e n t  when t h e  
t r u c k  a r r i v e d .  The r e m a i n d e r  i s  based  o n  d e p o s i t i o n s  f rom 
t h e  mouths  of  Ach6sW which  I r e c o r d e d  a n  t a p e .  I t  i s  t o  
t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s , , t h a t  CACXJGAN r e f e r s  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  men t ion -  
e d  i n  n o t e  3 7 ) :  I have  h e a r d  s e v e r a l  of  t h e  a c c o u n t s  
r e c o r d e d  by him on t a p e .  They a r e  t e r r i b l e  a c c o u n t s  of 
human b e i n g s  who have  been h u n t e d  i n  a b e s t i a l  way." 
S e e  a l s o  a b r i e f  men t ion  o f  t h i s  h u n t  i n  MIKAGLIA 1972:  67 .  
O f f i c i a l  number: abc  c o l a r ,  x s u n c i d n .  4 .12 .1970,  5.12.1970. 
Bu t  CHASE SARDI, b a s e d  " a n  t h e  l a t e s t  r e p o r t s  from t h e  
N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Depar tment  of  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  De fense ,  o n  
d a t a  f rom i t s  D i r e c t o r ,  C o l o n e l  T r i s t d n  I n f a n z b n ,  f rom t h e  
m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  n i d  Commission,  D r .  R u f i n o  
~ r i v o l o  P a r i s ,  f rom t h e  D i r e c t o r  of  t h e  G u a j a k i  N a t i o n a l  
Co lony ,  S e r g e a n t  Manuel d e  ~ e s 6 s  P e r e i r a ,  f rom t h e  G u a j a k i  
I n d i a n s  t h e m s e l v e s  l i v i n g  i n  t h a t  co lony ' '  ( 1 9 7 2 : 1 9 3 ) ,  a d d s  
t h a t  " o t h e r s  who had remained b e h i n d  a r r i v e d  s u b s e q u e n t l y . "  
(p .199)  I n  f a c t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a "Census  of F o r e s t  ~ c h 6  
A b o r i g i n e  F a m i l i e s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Guayaki N a t i o n a l  Colony 
o f  San J o a q u i n ,  2 8  November 1970" ,  which  I o b t a i n e d  f rom 
t h e  N a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Depa r tmen t ,  a n d . a l s o  a c c o r d i n g  t o  an  o r a l  
s t a t e m e n t  by t h e  D i r e c t o r  of  t h i s  Depar tment .  t h e  t o t a l  
number was 47 .  T h i s  number seems t o  be con f i rmed  by o t h e r  
f i  ures:  compar ing  t h e  number of  6 8  i n d i c a t e d  above ( n o t e  
4 3 3  f o r  J u l y  1 9 6 8 ,  w i t h  t h e  number o f f i c i a l l y  i n d i c a t e d  
f o r  December 1970 ( i . e .  immed ia t e ly  a f t e r  t h e  a r r i v a l  of 
t h e  new.g roup ) ,  t h e r e  i s  an increase of a t  l e a s t  5 2  p e r -  
sons. For  t h e  o f f i c i a l  number o f  a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  
t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  i n  December 1970 ,  s e e :  abc c o l o r ,  ~ s u n c i d n ,  
5 .12 .1970,  p .  2 8  ("more t h a n  120 i n h a b i t a n t s ' . ) , a n d  
abc c o l o r ,  Asuncion ,  15.12.1970, p.30 ("some 126  AchB"). 
T h a t  t h e r e  were  n o t  much more t h a n  6 0  i n h a b i t a n t s  on  t h e  
R e s e r v a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  newcomers a r r i v e d ,  i s  con f i rmed  by 
RIVERO, who l e f t  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  few d a y s  b e f o r e :  " a 
t o t a l  of  some 60 i n d i v i d u a l s  ... ( i n )  November 1970" 
(1970:  3 ,  p a r a g r a p h  1 2 ) .  
See  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  newspaper  a r t i c l e s :  abc c o l o r ,  Asunc i6n ,  
5 .12 .  1 9 7 0 ,  p. 2 9 ;  4 .12 . ;  7.12.;  9.12.;  12 .12 . ;  1 3 . 1 2 i ;  
14.12.;  1 5 . 1 2 . ;  16 .12 . ;  17 .12 . ;  18 .12 . ;  21.12. 1970 ;  
3 . 1 .  1971 ;  5 .1 . ;  8 . 1 . ;  9 .1 . ;  12 .1 . ;  30 .1 .  1971.  
F o r  D r .  Ar6volo  P a r i s  a n  t h e  f o o d  problem,  see t h e  a r t i c l e  
men t ioned  i n  n o t e  5 0 ) .  Fo r  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of  t h e  N a t i v e  
A f f a i r s  Depa r tmen t ,  see abc c o l o r ,  Asuncidn ,  4.12.1970. I 
own p h o t o c o p i e s  of t h e  memorandum and of  t h e  " a c t a "  of 
t h i s  s e s s i o n .  
S e e  t h e  " a c t a "  and t h e  memorandum ment ioned i n  n o t e  6 5 ) ;  
t h e  " H c t a  no.  l ' '  o f  t h e  "Comisidn d e  Ayuda a 1  I n d i g e n a " ,  
Asuncibn  12 .1 .  1971;  t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  abc c o l a r  men t ioned  



~~~ ~ 

s e e  t h e  "!Act= No. 1" men t ioned  i n  n o t e  6 6 )  and abc c o l o r ,  
x s u n c i d n  9 .12 .1970;  12 .1 .1971;  27 .2 .1971;  La T r i b u n a ,  
* s u n c i 6 n ,  5 .3 .1971.  
F o r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  a c c o u n t ,  s ee :  abc  c o l o r ,  ~ s u n c i d n ,  21.2.  
1 9 7 1 ,  p .  22 ;  8 .3 .1971.  Acco rd ing  t o  my own c e n s u s ,  t h e  
R e s e r v a t i o n  had  l 0 6  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  November 1 9 7 1 ,  which  
means a r e d u c t i o n  o f  some 20 p e r s o n s  o r  even more ,  
compared w i t h  t h e  o f f i c i a l  f i g u r e s  f a r  December 1970 
( n o t e  6 3 ) .  Among t h o s e  who had  come t o  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  a t  
t h e  end o f  1 9 7 0 ,  mos t  p r o b a b l y  4 7  o r  even mare ( n o t e  6 3 ) ,  
o n l y  26  now r e m a i n e d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  my c e n s u s ;  T h i s ,  added 
t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some c h i l d r e n  were  bo rn  i n  t h e  meant ime,  
p o i n t s  t o w a r d s  t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of  a v e r  20  p e r s o n s .  Ask ing  
t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  I n d i a n s  f o r  t h e  names of  t h o s e  who had 
been  b u r i e d  on  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  s i n c e  December 1 9 7 0 ,  I 
o b t a i n e d  a n  i n c o m p l e t e  l i s t  of 1 8  names,  a l m o s t  a l l  o f  
them a d u l t s ;  I was  t o l d  t h a t  a g r e a t  number o f  c h i l d r e n  had  
d i e d  t o o ,  i n c l u d i n g  newborn b a b i e s .  
T h i s  a c c o u n t ,  which  I r e c o r d e d  on t a p e ,  was  g i v e n  t o  me by 
~ c h 6 s .  I was t o l d  t h e  names of  t h r e e  of t h e  v i c t i m s :  
Bech&pegma, TSp i r agma i ,  ~ h e m b e t l r a g m a .  They s a i d  t h e y  had  
k i l l e d  them by s t r i k i n g  them w i t h  heayy ~ c h 6  bows. 
T h i s  a c c o u n t  i s  b e t t e r  e x p l a i n e d  i n  MUNZEL 1 9 7 2 :  18 .  
Among them MIRAGLIrl, 1972 :  68 .  
La T r i b u n a ,  ~ s u n c i X n ,  5.4.  1972.  
1972a .  T h i s  i s  my main source, b e s i d e s  MIRAGLIH 1 9 7 2 ,  f a r  
t h e  c a p t u r e s  o f  A p r i l  1972.  
F o r  a p h o t o g r a p h  of  t h e  manhunter  w i t h  h i s  p r e y ,  see 
MIRAGLIA 1 9 7 2 :  70 .  
MIRAGLIH 1 9 7 2 :  71 .  
10 .5 .1972.  
1972a .  
MIRAGLIH 1 9 7 2 a .  
The p r e s e n c e  of  " a  g roup  of s o l d i e r s "  on t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  
h a s  been a d m i t t e d  by C. "on Thuemen, o n e  of  t h e  s e m i - o f f i -  
c i a l  s u p p o r t e r s  of  t h e  Government Ache p o l i c y .  See t h e  
a r t i c l e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  n o t e  3 3 ) .  
T h e r e  had  been  106  ~ c h 6  on t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  i n  F e b r u a r y  
1972.  The c a p t u r e s  of March and A p r i l  b r o u g h t  i n  some 
80+66+25=  1 7 1  mare ,  which makes a t o t a l  of  some 277  i n -  
h a b i t a n t s  i n  March-Apr i l  1972. 
The number o f  202 i n h a b i t a n t s  on t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  was 
a d m i t t e d  by t h e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  N a t i v e s  A f f a i r s  Depa r t -  
men t ,  C o l o n e l  I n f a n r d n ,  o n  28 August  1 9 7 2 ,  a t  a s e s s i o n  
of  t h e  "CAIG" . 
ICH 1 9 7 0 :  8 ,  3 ,  2 2 .  RIVER0 1970:  3 , 4 .  
L e t t e r  f rom ALFA"Pub1icidad t o  H s o c i a c i d n  I n d i g e n i s t a  
d e l  P a r a g u a y ,  x s u n c i d n ,  21.12.1970. I p o s s e s s  a photocopy 
of  t h i s  l e t t e r .  

Comisi6n d e  Hyuda a l I n d i g e n a U . I  p o s s e s s  a copy of  t h i s  
pa  e r .  La T r i b u n a ,  s e e  a l s o  t h e  a r t i c l e  men t ioned  i n  n o t e  
m? "", . 
S e e  t h e  a r t i c l e s  ment ioned i n  n o t e s  33) and 5 9 ) .  
1972.: Zoo. 
I p o s s e s s  a pho tocopy  of  t h i s  p a p e r .  
S e e  n o t e  2 0 ) ;  MELIA's i n t e r v i e w  q u o t e d  i n  n o t e  5 5 ) ;  CHHSE 
SARDI 1972a;  MIRAGLIA 1972a.  
These  d e p u t i e s  were  Dr.  C e l a u r o  and Dra.  d e  La ra  C a s t r o ,  
of  t h e  R a d i c a l  L i b e r a l  P a r t y .  
See  t h e  a r t i c l e s  ment ioned i n  n o t e s  3 3 )  and 5 9 ) ;  and 
La T r i b u n a ,  Hsunc i6n ,  4 .6 .1972,  p .10;  "Sobre  e l  Problema 
d e l  I nd igen i smo  en e l  P a i s " .  



9 1 )  CHASE SARDI 1 9 7 2 :  207.  He r e f e r s  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  m i s s i o -  
n a r i e s  among t h e  MakQ I n d i a n s .  The p r e s e n t  'New T r i b e s n  
m i s s i o n a r y  among t h e  ~ a k i ,  M r .  C o o l e ,  i s  now a l s o  a member 
o f  the CAIG and t h u s  enaaoed  i n  t h e  Ach; o u e s t i o n .  ~- .... 

92) A c c o r d i n a  t o  t h e ~ i a ~ e r  &<ed ~ s u n c i i n ,  Audus t  1 9 7 1 ,  men- . . 
t i o n e d  i n  n o t e  84): 

93) I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Chase  S a r d i ,  i n :  J u s t o  MEZA: "Raza en 
E n t e r m i n i o " ,  -IX, 94: 18 -19 ,  Asunc i&n ,  
A p r i l  1971 .  
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