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Paraguayan Chaco, October 25, 2010 
 

Dear Sirs/ Madam, 
 
We write to you because you have the duty to protect the life and culture of those who live in 
this country, because there is now a great danger that you are allowing non-nationals and people 
who don’t respect indigenous peoples, to enter and cause harm to the our Ayoreo brothers in 
voluntary isolation. 
 
We know that the National History Museum of London and the Natural History Museum of 
Paraguay, the Ministry of Environment and Guyrä Paraguay are organizing a scientific 
expedition into two areas in which different groups of Ayoreo in voluntary isolation are living. 
 
The territory of the Ayoreo is being destroyed more each day, we see it every day, even though 
the cattle ranchers and Mennonites [who farm the area] and some authorities would like to say 
that it is not so.  
 
There are now few places left with sufficient amount of forest for our people to live in them in 
peace. Some groups are in the national parks, but they don’t stay there, the move around their 
whole territory. They are trying to live in areas where the forest if still extensive. They live free, 
as all the groups that move around the area in the north of the Chaco. There are at least six 
groups in different areas, and some are precisely in the area where the scientists want to go: the 
area of Chovoreca and the area of Cerro Cabrera.  
 
Since 2005 we have been visiting and examining our territory with various Ayoreo leaders. We 
know that our people still live in the forest and they don’t want to leave it to join “white 
civilization”. With more ranches, roads and tracks opening up, our people are in ever more 
danger of finding themselves in sudden encounters with white people, which would lead to a 
confrontation. We believe that this encounter would lead to them leaving the forest against their 
wishes.  
 
The work that you are allowing the scientists to do violates many of our rights, that you have 
previously committed yourselves to respect. Furthermore President Lugo will be breaking former 
promises if he permits once again that our territory and culture is violated in this way. This is 
what will be happening if these researchers enter our territory and do their investigations, 
because no previous informed consent has been sought from the Ayoreo.  
 
Our constitutional right, as well as ILO Convention 169 will be violated. The territory and 
culture of our people will not be respected. The fact that our brothers live there is being denied. 
These areas within Paraguay are indigenous territory. Once again the whites act according to 
their will and without any consideration, causing great alarm to our people who live peacefully 



without bothering anybody. The people at Guyrä Paraguay know very well that our people are in 
that area of the forest, but they say nothing – they just make their plans without respecting us.  
 
There are many dangers in this expedition and we will explain to you what we know from our 
own history and experience:  
 

1. When people enter [the forest] quietly without making any noise its certain they will find 
an area that is used by our people and even perhaps with the people themselves in it. If 
they see a strange person, they will become frightened and there anything could happen. 
The frightened researcher could run, or could use a firearm, or could be hit by an arrow 
or wounded by a spear. A silent entrance is even more dangerous than entering with a 
bulldozer, because there is no noise that warns the Ayoreo to withdraw. Scientists always 
go very quietly in order to see animals.  
 

2. We know that a lot of people go with firearms to the forest. With a firearm in hand, one 
can easily shoot in cases of fright. 

 
3. It has been announced that they are going to take DNA [blood] samples, for this they will 

no doubt use tranquilizers for the animals. We do not trust that if they see an Ayoreo in 
the forest, they won’t do the same.  

 
4. Another thing that they will do is enter through the old tracks that the oil companies 

made some time ago for prospecting, and they’ll be going around those areas. We know 
that the people in the forest also use those old tracks to move around more quickly, so 
there is also danger of encounter and contact, and of violence and death.  

 
5. If the researchers who study animals find a path or a track into the forest, they will no 

doubt want to follow it to perhaps see an animal, but here too they would also run the 
danger of encountering people from an isolated group.  

 
6. Another serious situation which could arise is that somebody could seek to gain 

recognition or fame by approaching an uncontacted indigenous person, perhaps wanting 
contact, and unwittingly provoking a very complicated situation. We knew many cases 
where researchers or missionaries provoked the exit of indigenous people from their 
territory or the death through the transmission of diseases [to which the isolated 
indigenous groups lack the necessary immunities].   
 

7. Around this region there are lagoons and sites that the scientists are going to want to 
document or study. But these sites are also used by the isolated Ayoreo. It is very 
important that you understand that the rains start during this time, in November, and the 
Ayoreo that live in the forest in voluntary isolation cease roaming and start cultivating 
their summer crops and make their huts where they will stay between two and three 
months without moving. If anything frightens them and they flee, the damage is very 
great: they would leave their crops and not feel safe to stay in that area. When we 
ourselves lived in the forest, we were calm when it rained because at least the bulldozers 
wouldn’t bother us during this time, but now it is the scientists who will cause them to 
run.   

 
We are extremely concerned about this expedition because we are sure that our uncontacted 
Ayoreo brothers are in this area. In this entire area there are at least 3 groups. One is in the  
Chovoreca area and we are sure that another is in the Cabrera-Timane region. 



 
We send you this information so that you know the risks. If this expedition goes ahead we will 
not be able to understand why you prefer to lose human lives just because the English scientists 
and Guyrä Paraguay want to study plants and animals. There is too much risk: the people in the 
forest die frequently from catching white people’s diseases – the get infected by being close. 
Because the white people leave their rubbish, their clothes, or other contaminated things. It’s 
very serious. It’s like a genocide.  
 
Many say that there are not enough studies of this area. We wish to say to you that the Ayoreo 
know everything that is there, and furthermore we know what to use it for, and we know what 
has to be treated with respect. Some people say that they’re going to go to places in which “no 
human being has ever been”. That means that we Ayoreo are not human beings. Thus we don’t 
know what we are to those who say that human beings have never studied this zone.  
 
You ought to stop this grave threat to the life of the Ayoreo in the forest. We ask you not to 
violate the laws that protect us and that are there to ensure the self-determination of the isolated 
Ayoreo that do not wish to leave the forest (“Eami”). We ask that there be no more genocide, 
because the ‘culture of the forest’ ends when we leave it in order to join modern civilization. Do 
not violate our forest, do not violate our culture, do not provoke more unnecessary suffering. 
Those of us who have left the forest in the last 50 years know that the white civilization has not 
given us anything but the poverty that you see when you visit our communities. They, on the 
other hand, live free. Them and us are Ayoreo of the same people, for this reason we want to 
protect them.  
 
This expedition should not go ahead.  
 
This is what we believe and undersign .  
 
 
 
 
(signed by Ayoreo leaders) 


