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1. Introduction

The work with indigenous peoples are more and more often, linked to issues concern-
ing the protection of the environment, biodiversity and the protection of natural resources and
in 1997 IWGIA focused much on the work with these concepts.

In the beginning of the year IWGIA - in cooperation with the indigenous organisation
AIDESEP in Peru- hosted a regional conference in Pucallpa, Peru on the question of
protected areas and the conservation of nature. The conference was very successful, and will
be followed by similar conferences in other regions in the coming years.

The outcome of the conference has been published in English and Spanish, and has
been used in connection with other conferences on similar issues. Another 1997 publication
dealing with indigenous heritage, was intensively used in the meeting on traditional knowl-
edge and the COP processes, which was held in Madrid in the end of the year.

In South East Asia work for a large program on Natural Resource Management with
Indigenous Peoples in South East Asia, has been initiated.

There has been a division of labour and tasks in the secretariat, and an anthropologist
specialized in South-East Asia has been contracted for a 2 year period.

As has also been the case in previous years there has been much focus in 1997 on the
human rights work , and strategies (internal working papers) for project work and human
rights work in the four major regions of the world have been elaborated.

An area which has required increased attention during 1997 has been the work for
indigenous peoples rights centred around the United Nations.

In relation to the UN processes, 1997 was a busy year, as IWGIA is now following all the
components linked with indigenous issues: human rights, biodiversity and environment.

The human rights issue were dealt with in 3 different fora, where IWGIA participated,
-in the Human Rights Commission meeting in March 1997
-in the Working Group on Indigenous Populations in July 97
- and at the Intersessional Meeting in October.

Furthermore, IWGIA has been most active in 1997 concerning the establishment of the
Permanent Forum, and raised money and participated in the first international indigenous
meeting and in the 2nd UN workshop on the Permanent Forum. Both held in Chile in May
and June 1997, respectively.

IWGIA also participated in the Madrid conference on traditional knowledge and
biological diversity, which was held in November 1997.

The intensive publication work which characterised 1996 has been continued in 97.
And aside from the regular publications "Indigenous Affairs & Asuntos Indigenas" and the
Yearbook "The Indigenous World/ El Mundo Indigena”, 4 major documents in English were
published and 3 in Spanish.

The issue of gender has been worked on in 1997, and a book on Indigenous women
has been produced, as well as preparations for women conferences in South-east Asia has
been done.

The first phase of the large Botswana project was finalized in 1997, and an application
to DANIDA for a continuation was submitted, and for the first time ever, IWGIA applied for
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into "informal" and "formal" sessions, this procedure provided indigenous peoples with a veto
in all the informal sessions, whereas governments continued to hold decision-making powers
in the formal sessions.

In this session articles 43 and 5 were adopted, but both articles were, in fact, fairly innocuous
as they do not relate specifically to indigenous peoples, but rather to any individual living in

the state.

5. Human Rights Fund for Indigenous Peoples

Established in 1984 the Human Rights Fund for Indigenous Peoples (HRFIP) is a federation
of five European NGOs working on Indigenous Affairs: Anti-Slavery International - ASI -
(United Kingdom), the International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs - IWGIA -
(Denmark), the Co-ordinating Group on Indigenous Affairs - KWIA - (Belgium), the
Dutch Centre for Indigenous Peoples - NCIV - (Holland) and the Society for Threatened
Peoples (Germany).

The primary activity of the Fund is to support indigenous participation at the United
Nations bodies where indigenous issues are discussed, and to support indigenous representa-
tives in their endeavours to put forward their own statements and thoughts in processes such
as the drafting of the Declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples or the establishment ofa
Permanent Forum.

An ever-increasing number of indigenous organisations from around the world are
following the UN discussions concerned with indigenous issues. During the last years, the
number of UN meetings concerned with these issues increased considerably. Aware of the
importance of this political forum and the relevance of their active participation in discussions
concerned with their rights, an increasing number of indigenous organisations are seeking to
attend these meetings.

Every year, the HRFIP receives more applications for financial support from
indigenous organisations seeking to attend the meetings.

In 1997, HRFIP provided financial assistance to a total of 49 indigenous representatives to
participate in the following meetings:

1) 53rd session of the UN Commission on Human Rights (Geneva, March-April, 1997)
The HRFIP covered the costs of 5 indigenous representatives from the following
countries: Canada, Panama, Bougainville, India, Philippines.

2) First International Indigenous Conference on the Establishment of a Permanent Forum
for Indigenous Peoples in the United Nations (Temuco, Chile 6-9 May, 1997).
Representatives from Peru, Mexico Colombia and Ecuador received the necessary
support to attend the meeting.

3) Second UN Workshop on a Permanent Forum for Indigenous Peoples (Santiago, Chile
30 June - 2 July, 1997) . Indigenous representatives from Peru, Panama, Chile,
Philippines and Alaska received financial support to attend the meeting.
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4) 15th session of the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations (Geneva 28th July -
1st August 1997) Representatives from India, Cameroon, Botswana, Colombia,
Panama, Rwanda, Russia, Philippines, Chile, Mexico, Peru and Kenya received
financial support to attend the meeting.

5) 3rd session of the UN Commission on Human Rights Open-Ended Intersessional
Working Group to elaborate a Draft declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(Geneva, 27 October- 7 November, 1997). Representatives from Chile, Panama,
Philippines, Peru, Thailand, India, Australia, Canada, Russia, Hawaii, and Guatemala
received the necessary support to participate in the meeting.

The Fund received financial support for its work in 1997 from the following institutions:
Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Commission, Swedish Church Aid, Christian
Aid, CAFOD (UK), HIVOS, ICCO.

Since 1984 the HRFIP has enabled a substantial number of indigenous representatives
to follow the process, thus significantly contributing to their outcome.

The HRFIP is now widely known and indigenous peoples are contacting the Fund in
ever-increasing numbers. At the moment is essential that indigenous peoples continue
receiving the necessary financial support to enable them to participate in those UN meetings
where indigenous issues are in the agenda. The HRFIP believes that it is crucial for indige-
nous peoples to monitor and develop strategies to enhance the recognition of their fundamen-

tal rights in the UN system.

Environment & Intellectual Property Rights: The Convention on Biodiversity

During 1997 and parallel to the Human Rights initiatives, IWGIA followed the United
Nations discussion process on the implementation of global instruments on the environment.

Indigenous peoples are one of the major groups affected by the global policy-making
about environment and as in the Human Right process they have become more and more
aware of the importance of their involvement in decision-making in matters directly
affecting them.

The Convention on Biological Diversity has been ratified by more than 150 countries.
and breaks new ground in international agreements by recognising the value of biodiversity at
genetic, species and ecosystem levels. In its article 8] the Convention raises the question of
the rights of indigenous peoples but indigenous peoples have expressed their concern that
unless interpreted positively, the Convention could be very threatening for indigenous peoples
and biodiversity

The convention is governed by the Conference of the Parties (COP) which meets
annually and discusses aspects of the convention.

During the last years, IWGIA has been following the COP process both at the official
level and at the indigenous preparatory meetings. In 1997 financial and technical support
was given to the organisation of the II Indigenous International Fora on Biodiversity, held in
Madrid and also supported the participation of indigenous representatives at the Workshop on
Traditional Knowledge and Biological Diversity held in Madrid in November 1997
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From IWGIA Alejandro Parellada and Lola Garcia-Alix attended The Workshop on
Traditional Knowledge and Biological Diversity (Madrid, Spain, from 24-28 November
1997). Concerning publications, IWGIA has produced two documents on the biodiversity
issue "Indigenous Peoples, Forest and Biodiversity" and "Indigenous Heritage and Self-
determination”. At the Madrid workshop the documents were used as a basic tool in the

discussion of these issues.

6. The European Alliance with the Indigenous Peoples

The organisations behind The European Alliance with Indigenous Peoples (EAIP) is
Anti-Slavery International (UK), Gesellschaft fiir Bedrohter Vélker (Germany) NCIV
(Holland), KWIA (Belgium), Rainforest Foundation (Austria) and IWGIA. Already in 1996
the organisations behind the alliance- which forms the board of the alliance- discussed the
structure and new models for solving the permanent financial problems, and 1997 showed to
be a most turbulent year for the alliance.

The EAIP had a large seminar on indigenous peoples in the rainforests with indige-
nous participants, and participants from the EU held in October in Brussels.

Furthermore the small Newsletter has been published throughout the year, and the
project initiated in 1996 on global environment was finalized.

Thus the EAIP ended all the running programs with the EU-Commission, and it has
been necessary to thoroughly discuss the achievements of the EAIP, and what the board
wanted of the EAIP in the future.

The general opinion of the board is that the primary activity of the EAIP is to do lobby
work in the EU on political issues and next to that to do lobbying on specific issues and for
the inclusion of indigenous peoples within the budgetlines. Another activity of the EAIP has
been to take care of indigenous visitors coming to Brussels, and having introduced these to the
EU and the desk-officers in question, but this activity - although useful - should be regarded
as a sideactivity to the lobbying work.

The conclusion of these discussions is that the organisations behind the EAIP should
try to find funds for the running of the office, so that the office in Brussels can be maintained
and staffed with a half-time person.

7. The Resource Centre

The resource and documentation centre is still being used by a large number of
people, students as well as researchers and activists. In 1997 we have been fortunate
enough to have a skilled temporary staff member to take care of the documentation centre,
but it is becoming increasingly clear that IWGIA is in dire need of funding to organise and
computerize the extensive information gathered through the years of active work. It is a
unique collection of material, which probably does not exist anywhere else in the world.
However, the problems with space is being more and more urgent, and even though we are
working hard to transfer the older documents to the archive, there is still an enormous lack
of space for the many new publications and magazines we receive.
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8. Networking trips

Networking trips are an important means for IWGIA to obtain first-hand information
on indigenous issues as well as to strengthen relations with indigenous groups and organisa-
tions. These trips provide IWGIA with essential background information enabling the
organisation to deal with indigenous issues with the necessary sensitivity and understanding.
An increasing part of IWGIA's documentation is being written by indigenous leaders from all
over the world, and through networking new groups become aware of IWGIA's work and
publications.

The networking trips are also useful for getting acquainted with and obtaining the
information of the situation of indigenous peoples which forms the base of IWGIA's support
activities and development work. IWGIA can thus inform new contacts about the possibilities
of project support within our miniframe program.

Finally, the direct contact with new organisations also means that IWGIA may
facilitate indigenous peoples' introduction to and participation in international meetings.

India

Diana Vinding undertook a networking trip 8 - 28 March 1997. The main purpose was to
make contacts and visit various Adivasi organisations in order to assess their situation, inform
them about IWGIA's work and publications.

She travelled in the western part of Madhya Pradesh, where the Bhilalas live, and stayed with
one of their organisations - Khedut Mazdoor Chetnua Sangath (Field Workers Consciousness
Organisation). She also visited an area threatened by the Narmada Dam project. In M-
aharashtra she visited the Warli organisation - Boomisena - which IWGIA has supported with
a small grant for the equipment of their "headquarters". In Karnataka, she stayed with CORD
(COORG Organisation for Rural Development) and took several trips out to the different
Adivasi groups living in the area. One group - the Kurubas - are being threatened with
expulsion from the Nagarhole Park.

East Africa
Aud Talle, professor at the University of Oslo and former member of IWGIAs board, travelled

to Kenya and Tanzania in February 1997. The main objectives were to provide an overview
of the present situation of the Massai and to identify and contact other indigenous groups in

East Africa.
Aud Talle went to the Hanang and Mbulu districts in Tanzania, where the pastoral Barabaig

and hunter -gatherer group Hadzabe live. In Kenya field visits were made Kisamis (-
Loodoariak) and Elangata Wuas in Kajiado District and Dol-Dol, Laikipiak District. In
Tanzania visits were made to Katesh, Mbulu and Arusha. She also visited two on-going
projects in Tanzania, and made pre-evaluations of two organisations, from whom IWGIA had

received applications.

9. Conferences and Meetings
Throughout the year IWGIA participated in a number of conferences and seminars. Among
the most important to be mentioned are the following:
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IWGIA participated in The International Peace Conference on Chittagong Hill
Tracts which was held in Bangkok, Thailand, February 23-26. As the title reveals, the
conference dealt with peace processes in Bangladesh. Above all the situation of the Jumma
peoples was discussed and a series of statements, concerning claims by the Jummas, were
adopted. Also other matters were discussed, for example refugees in Tripura, India.

The Third International Conference of the International Alliance of Indigenous-
Tribal Peoples of the Tropical Forest was held in Nagapur, India, 3-8 March. The confer-
ence was attended by some 125 delegates and a number of non-indigenous NGOs, of which
IWGIA was one through Diana Vinding. Regional workshops were held on four main themes
in relation to indigenous peoples: conservation, intellectual property rights, economy and
sustainable development, and human rights.

IWGIA organised The Pucallpa Conference in Peru 17-20 March together with
AIDESEP and Forest Peoples Programme. It was financed by the European Union and the
Danish and Swedish governments. The purpose of the conference was to create a forum to
discuss strategies for the management of protected areas by indigenous communities, 12
different cases in which indigenous peoples manage or seek to manage different types of
protected areas were presented.

The Third Congress or General Assembly of AIPON (Association of the Minority
Indigenous Peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far East of the Russian Federation) took
place in Moscow March 27-28. IWGIA participated mainly as observers to the process but
also had a few meetings with indigenous representatives.

On October 13, two IWGIA staff members (the project coordinator for Latin
America and Asia respectively) participated in the Workshop on Indigenous Peoples'
Participation in Projects for the Conservation and Management of Tropical Forests in
Brussel. The workshop was organised by the European Alliance with Indigenous Peoples
(EAIP) and funded by the European Commission (DG IB/D.4). It was part of a broader
initiative of EAIP to further participation of indigenous peoples in (especially EU funded)
forest management projects.

IWGIA has also participated in several meetings and conferences that are related to the
UN and IWGIA ‘s Human Rights work. These were “The 53™ session of the Commission on
Human Rights” in Geneva, “First International Indigenous Conference on the Establishment
of a Permanent Forum for Indigenous Peoples in the United Nations System” in Temuco
(Chile), “Second UN Workshop on the Establishment of a Permanent Forum for Indigenous
Peoples” in Santiago, “15" session of the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations” in
Geneva and the “3" session of the Intersessional Open-Ended Working Group on a Draft
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” in Geneva. Please find more information
under point 5, “Human Rights work”.

In September , IWGIA participated in a conference, which compared the situation of the
Ogoni, the Maassai and the Saami people. The meeting was convened in Rovaniemi by the
Arctic Centre and the Finnish Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

10. Development projects
Projects in South- and Central America
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In Madre de Dios, Peru, IWGIA is supporting the harakmbut people with a programme
of land defence covering land titling and legal assistance, along with support for the produc-
tion of traditional goods. The project is under the responsibility of FENAMAD, which in turn
is part of the national indigenous organization, AIDESEP.

In Alto Amazonas, IWGIA is supporting CORPI, which is also part of AIDESEP, in
the demarcation and titling of native lands. They have so far achieved the legalization of
some 500,000 hectares, which form part of the traditional lands of the aguaruna, chayahuita
andjebero ethnic groups.

In Pucallpa, in the Ucayali region, the third phase of titling of native communities has
begun, now principally covering Gran Pajonal. At the same time, the establishment of a
Territorial Reserve is being considered for the catataibo people of Aguaytia.

AIDESEP's head office in Lima also receives funding from IWGIA, this being to
cover the administrative costs of running the office and for support to national leaders to
enable them to keep in contact with their grass roots organizations.

In Quito, Ecuador, IWGIA has funded the costs of setting up and running a printing
press for COICA, along with production of their journal, 'Nuestra Amazonia'. The press is
now carrying out different jobs for the member organizations of COICA, at subsidized rates.
At the same time, the work carried out for the Ecuadorean NGO market means that complete
self-financing of the press may be possible in the near future.

In Guatemala, financial support to the newspaper 'EI Regional', the voice of a number
of Mayan indigenous organizations, came to an end in 1997. 'El Regional' is published in
Spanish, Jakalteko and Mam and fills an important need within the communities in the
interior of the country by providing them with information in their own language. Addition-
ally, the newspaper is used as an educational resource in bilingual education courses.

The First People of the Kalahari project, Botswana

Late 1996 and after the death of John Hardbattle, Emy Cohen was appointed as
temporary office manager, and worked in FPK until April.

A number of new initiatives were taken at the end of 1996 and several workshops were
organised in 1997 in the Central Kalahari Game Reserve (CKGR) with the participation of a
human rights lawyer from South Africa. Work to organise the people in the CKGR and lodge
a land claim was initiated, and although people have been moved out of the CKGR, these
activities have continued up to this date. Several training workshops have also been organised
for the FPK board members and the staff.

The project has been visited twice during 1997: In January by Diana Vinding and in
June by Chris Erni and Diana Vinding. In January a first draft of a new project application
was discussed, and later submitted by Emy Cohen and reworked in Copenhagen. As a
precondition to any new project it was decided to appoint a project coordinator for two years
to be in charge of the daily administration of the project.

The visit in June, was to follow up on the situation and prepare a fact finding mission
on the situation in the CKGR. In this connection it was decided to post Chris Emi in Ghanzi
for a few months in order to help organise the fact finding mission. However, our application
to Danida to co-finance the mission together with NORAD was turned down and the mission
had to be cancelled. Chris Erni, nevertheless, stayed on until end of September to help the
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FPK staff. At the same time the application for the new project was submitted to DANIDA
and approved starting 1.1.1998. Danida also granted a small bridging fund, so the FPK were
able to continue their activities.

Project monitoring in India

Inger Sjerslev went project monitoring on "Project to address the question of tribal
land tenures, ownership, usage and alienation in Ranchi district" in India 3 - 13 June. The
objective of the visit was primarily to monitor the land documentation project of the Munda
Development & Action Committee, initiated in November 1996 and carried out through the
organisation GRAVIS in Ranchi, Bihar. The project is supported by IWGIA and is scheduled
to run over a three year period. The whole visit to the project in Ranchi was accompanied by
Annlisbet Amn, ETS.

An other purpose of the trip to India was to visit the organisation RLEK in Dehra Dun,
Uttar Pradesh. RLEK is the project holder for a project to train the Van Gujjars in forestry
management and to prepare for the adoption of a policy on indigenous forestry management.

Projects under the Miniframe

Due to lack of funds, only three smaller projects in Ghana, Namibia and India
(International Alliance Tribal Peoples of Tropical Forests: "Strengthening and networking
of tribal organisations in India and South Asia") were initiated and two bridge funds for
projects in Indonesia (Yayasan Bantuan Hukum "Bantaya": "The Advocation Project for
Ngovi/Moi and Pantolo Bete Indigenous Peoples” in Sulawesi) and the Philippines
(Inter-Peoples Exchange Inc. IPEX: "Paralegal Training and Ancestral Domain
Self-Delineation") were granted under the Miniframe agreement in 1997. A number of
older projects have been terminated while 13 (5 in Asia and 1 in Africa and 7 in Latin
America) are on-going. In Asia, these are: the Forest Community Management Project with
RLEK and GRAVIS' project to "Address the Question of Tribal Land" in India, the
Highland Natural Conservation Programme of IMPECT in Thailand, the project
"Documentation & Publication on violation of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in West
Kalimantan" of IDRD in Indonesia, and the "Cultural Renewal Programme" of the
Cordillera Peoples' Alliance in the Philippines.

Diana Vinding visited RLEK and the Forest Community Management Project in
October. IWGIA has also supported RLEK's electoral training programme for tribal women
(Gender Equality for Van Gujjar and Jaunsari), and during her visit, Diana Vinding also had the
opportunity to attend a larger meeting for the newly elected female members of the Panchayats.

11. Publications

One of IWGIA's major activities is to document on the situation of indigenous peoples all
over the world. The documentation produced by IWGIA over the last 30 years is of an
outstanding character as an information source about the situation of indigenous peoples
worldwide. IWGIA's publications are distributed free of charge among indigenous organisa-
tions all over the world. The increasing number of organisations who request our publications
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have considerably raised the distribution costs, which we try to cover through the sale of
subscriptions. IWGIA also has exchange agreements with a large number of NGOs.

In 1997, the tenth issue of IWGIA's yearbook "The Indigenous World" was
published in June. The book, which provides an overview of the present situation with
focus on the past year's developments among indigenous peoples worldwide and the state of
affairs of the process towards an international recognition of indigenous peoples' rights, is
highly appreciated and in great demand both among indigenous peoples and support groups.

Indigenous Affairs is a periodical published three/four times a year in an English
and Spanish edition. It contains articles on current affairs concerning indigenous peoples,
news in brief and comments. In 1997 IWGIA published three issues of Indigenous
Affairs/Asuntos Indigenas. One of them was a double issue, nr. 3/4 and focused in Africa.

Documents are in-depth treatments of thematic or regional issues. In 1997 IWGIA
published 4 documents in English, 3 in Spanish and one in Danish. Some of the documents
published in 1997 have been coedited with an indigenous organisation, and one of them
produced, printed and distributed locally, under the supervision of IWGIA's secretariat in

Copenhagen.

List of IWGIA Documents published in 1997:

English:
No. 83 Enslaved Peoples in the 1990s. Indigenous Peoples, Debt Bondage and
Human Rights. Coedited with Anti-Slavery International
No. 84 Honour Bound: Onion Lake and the spirit of Treaty Six. The Interna-
tional Validity of Treaties with Indigenous Peoples
No. 85 Indigenous Peoples, Environment and Development
No. 86 Indigenous Peoples Heritage and Selfdetermination by Tony Simpson
Spanish
No. 20 El Movimiento Maya en Guatemala by
No. 21 Derechos Humanos y Pueblos Indigenas. Un manual sobre el sistema de
las Naciones Unidas by Florencia Roulet. Coedited with the Indigenous
Organisation " Consejo de Todas las Tierras".
No. 22 Patrimonio Indigena y Autodeterminacién by Tony Simpson
Danish:

Slaveri i 90eme. Galdbundne indfedte.

12. Visitors

In 1997 IWGIA was pleased to be host to several indigenous leaders and to many good
supporters of indigenous rights. Their visits gave IWGIA valuable and first hand information
on the situation of indigenous peoples in their respective countries.

Tatiana Archirgina, vice president of ICC, Inuit Circumpolar Conference, Valentina

Golubeva, member of the ICC board and Margarita S. Gluhih, member of the ensemble
"The White Sail", all Yuppit from Chukotka in Russia.
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Pricilla Settee, coordinator, Indigenous Peoples program, University of Saskatchewan,
Pepito G. Moranos, chairperson of the indigenous organisation Lumad Mindanaw Peoples’
Federation in the Philippines

Armand Limsa from NATRIPAL and PANLIPI in the Philippines

A delegation from “The Uranium Tour” in Denmark

Gabriel Tetiarahi from the NGO Hiti Tau, Justine, representing the Hotu Tiare Maohi - a
Tahitian based cooperative

Martine Petrod, anthropologist

Juan Federer from ETISC, East Timor International Support Center, in Darwin, Australia
Naomi Kipuri, Maasai and anthropologist from Kenya, coordinator of Kenya ALARM, Arid
Lands and Ressource Management

Simona Romero Antenor from the Programa de Apoyo a la Mujer Guarani in Bolivia
David Weissbrodt, lawyer from the University of Minnesota

Onel Arias from the Kuna organisation NAPGUANA in Panama

Jo Jo Fung, anthropologist from Malaysia

Baljit Nagpal, representative of the Canadian donor CIDA

Representatives from the World Council of Indigenous Peoples:

Eusebo Loreto Julio from Mexico

Rogelio Guanuco from Argentina

Segundina Cumapa from Peru

Conrado Valiente from Argentina

Wayne Kines from Canada

Zuzanka Kutena from Australia

Isalia Fabian Hernandez from Mexico

Nepuni Piku from the Naga Movement for Human Rights and internee at the International
Alliance of the Indigenous-Tribal Peoples of the Tropical Forests in London

Batom Mitee, coordinator of the Ogoni organisation, MOSOP, in Nigeria

Birgitte Feiring from the EU-Commission

Olga Havnen from NIWG, National Indigenous Working Group on Native Title, Australia
Pat Walsh from ACFOA, Australian Centre for Overseas Aid, Australia

Carlos Vitteri Gualinga from OPIP, Organizacién de Pueblos Indigenas de Pastaza in
Ecuador

Hans Hoffmeyer from Ibis, regional coordinator in South America

Anne-Cathrine Bajard from Ibis, programme officer in Bolivia

Arturo Cevallo from Ibis, programme officer in Ecuador

Liliana Zunic from Ibis, programmer officer in Peru

Thorbjsrn Waagstein from Ibis, regional coordinator in Central America

Juana Maria Camposeco from Ibis, programme officer in Guatemala

Alejandro Core from Ibis

Marianne Victor Hansen from Ibis, programme officer in South America

Stine Krsijer from Solhvervfonden, administrator

Alain Moreau, Brazilian lawyer

William Ole Seki, Masai from Ngopadeo, Tanzania

Rosalia Dujuk, president of CONAVIGUA, member of Guatemala Congress
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Natalia Wray, Ecuadorian lawyer, COICA's and CONAIE's legal adviser

Qose Xhukuri from First Peoples of the Kalahari, Botswana

Samora Gabarone, lawyer from Botswana, legal adviser for First Peoples of the Kalahari.
César Cerda Vargas, president of OPIP, Organizacién de Pueblos Indigenas de Pastaza in
Ecuador

Ms. Eileen Siboniso Ndluve from Ditswanelo - Botswana Centre for Human Rights

The Lund National Group and their guests from Ecuador:

Ricardo Ulcuango Farinango, president of Confederacion Nacionalidad Quichua del
Ecuador and Justina Quifiones, the president of VOCE in Ecuador

Emy Koen from the First Peoples of Kalahari in Botswana

Tove Sovndahl Petersen, Marianne Sjedahl Johansen and Alona Yefimenko from AEPS,
Indigenous Peoples’ Secretariat

Caroline Rubow from DANIDA S1, the Royal Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Kevin Knight from ICC, Inuit Circumpolar Conference, Canada

13. The National groups

Sweden:

Gothenburg: The activity level of the group has risen significantly during 1997. The group
consists now of a core group of 8 active members. A newsgroup, who works mainly with
sending letters to the press, has been established. During the year the Gothenburg group has
focused on the Ogoni people’s struggle in Nigeria and on the situation of the Chiapas-indians
in Mexico. A small booklet titled “Ursprungsfolk och Oljeindustrin” (Indigenous Peoples
and the Oil-industry) has been published, and was sold in connection with a public lecture by
Deebii Nwiado (MOSOP) on the Ogoni people’s struggle. The Gothenburg group also
arranged an anthropological party for the benefit of the indians in chiapas. The surplus of
4.500 SEK was transferred to the Chiapas, to buy blankets and foods to the indians during
winter.

The Gothenburg group in co-operation with GUMF (Environment Group at the
University of Gothenburg) arranged a two day seminar on “Environment and Human Rights”.
The group also arranged two workshops: “Eco-colonialism, the clash between environmental
groups and Indigenous Peoples” and “Indigenous Peoples and the Oil Industry”. Funding for
the workshop were obtained form the University of Gothenburg.

Lund: The group now has 46 members. 15 of these are participating actively in work of the
group. It has been possible to have a person employed within the governments unemployment
programme, which has enabled the group to keep its office open to the public 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Monday to Friday.

This year the group again arranged a film-festival and showed 30 films about and with
indigenous peoples. Besides the continued work with the groups newsletter in Swedish, the
group also has published two books in Swedish: “Att kriva livet dter” (To demand life back)
dealing with Indigenous Peoples and environmental issues, “La Grande Bombe-Fran
Marshalléarna till Tjernobyl” (La Grande Bombe - Between the Marshall Islands and
Tjernobyl) on indigenous peoples and nuclear testings. The group even constructed its own
homepage on the internet.
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As part of the Ecuador project 4 indigenous representatives from Ecuador stayed in
Sweden 4 weeks in April being educated in environmental- and human rights, democracy and
equality. The group also hosted a delegation of Himba from Namibia, who visited Stockholm
in order to express their views on a feasibility study of the possible construction of a power
dam in Epupa-Baynes. The Lund-group arranged a seminar with the press and involved
agents.

The group also arranged several public meetings i.e. on the International Indigenous
Day and The Culture Night in Lund, with music, poetry and lectures. A special conference on
the situation in Guatemala took place and in late October a one day seminar on Indigenous
Peoples and uranium mining was conducted with indigenous representatives from several

countries.

SWITZERLAND

Zurich: In 1997 the Zurich concentrated on two activities:

- The final editing of the proceedings of the conference on Indigenous Peoples, Environment
and Development. Andrew Gray from the board contributed with a theoretical article framing
the other contributions, and Christian Erni was responsible for the introduction. The
proceedings are now available as IWGIA Document no. 85.

- A campaign to integrate indigenous issues into the work of the Swiss development
Cooperation (SDC or DEZA in Germany). The Zurich group wrote and edited a 18 page paper
making the case for the recognition of indigenous peoples as a legitimate target group of
official Swiss development cooperation. This paper provided insights and arguments, which
DEZA used in their own policy paper that outlines the possibilities for accommodating
indigenous issues within its range of activities. In May and September 1997 the various
support groups including IWGIA-Zurich were invited to comment on two draft versions of the
paper. A process IWGIA-Zurich took an active part in recommending among other that DEZA
should contact DANIDA for consultations on this matter.

Basel: The number of active members of the group has increased considerably from 10 to 17
active member.

The group is working with authoring and editing educational material to be used in
secondary schools and highschools. The group draws on the experiences from the ongoing
educational sessions in highschools, an activity that the group has been engaged in through
the whole year. These activities also includes seminars at the University of Basel where 3
lectures were arranged with the participation of indigenous representatives.

UN: Several members of the Basel group were present during the UN Working Group
on Indigenous Populations in Geneva and during the Intersessional Working Group on the
Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The group-members work both in the
technical secretariat of doCip and follow the processes.

Together with SIUG (Coordination of Swiss Indigenous Peoples’ support group) the
Basel-Group lobbied the Swiss Development Agency (DEZA) and the Permanent Mission of
Switzerland at the UN.
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The group has also worked with the establishment of a slides-archive and collecting
newspaper clippings relating to indigenous issues. The group also works on establishing
contacts with newspapers.

Finally the Basel-Group hosted the autumn meeting of IWGIA'’s international board
and arranged a seminar on Oceania in connection with the meeting.

DENMARK:

The Arctic subgroup is preparing the Second Indigenous Circumpolar Conference which is
planned to take place in fall of 1998. The main subject of the conference will be “Sustainable
Economic Development in the Arctic”.

The main activities of The South/Central America subgroup in 1997 were related to
the “El Dorado” exhibition at the Nationalmuseum in Copenhagen. 3 members of the group
took part in the preparations of the exhibition and in March travelled to Ucayali in Peru in
order to collect materials and produce slides for the exhibition. Further the 3 groupmembers
were responsible for the lectures for school-classes visiting the museum. Another part of the
activities has been to receive and organise public meetings with representatives from
indigenous organisations in Latin America visiting Copenhagen.

The North America subgroup has worked with mining on the Innu Nation’s territory in
Labrador in Canada, gold mining on the Western Shoshone territory in Nevada (USA) and the
campaign for freeing Leonard Peltier (Canada and the USA). Various protest letters were sent,
and the Bureau of Land Management in Winnemucca, Nevada asked IWGIA to take part in
the hearing round before giving permission for a new gold mine. The study of the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement will be finished in accordance with the deadline of 14 April

1998.

RUSSIA:

Moscow: During the year the Moscow group has followed the events related to the
Indigenous Peoples in the former Soviet Union. IWGIA-Moscow has continued its close co-
operation with the central and regional organisations of AIPON and assisted organising
seminars and preparing legislation for the State Duma and various regional legislative bodies.
3 IWGIA activists are permanently working as experts to the State Duma on legislation on the
rights of Indigenous Peoples and nature conservation. IWGIA-Moscow has also established
working relations with the WWEF. Preparatory work is carried out on a programme for the
creation of ethno-ecological refuges for conservation of the traditional lifestyles and habitats
of the Indigenous Peoples of the North. The group also continues publishing “Living Arctic”
for spreading information on the problems of Indigenous Peoples and the environment in
order to create information platform for harmonising the interest of the Indigenous Peoples
and nature protection agencies in Russia.

NORWAY:

Tromse: The group was formally established as an IWGIA local group in April. Some of the
members are former members of the Oslo group and are contributing a lot. So far the group
has been engaged in information activities spreading knowledge about IWGIA in Tromsg. In
October an international workshop was held entitled: “Indigenous Peoples in Modern Nation
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States - Perceptions of Being and Belonging”. Several staff members form the University of
Botswana, who participate in the University of Tromsg and University of Botswana
Collaborative Programme for Basarwa Research took part.

14. Acknowledgements

The absolute backbone of the budget is still the Nordic Foreign Ministries, which very
faithfully have been supporting IWGIA for many, many years. Without this support we would
not be able to keep the secretariat running. In 1997 we again received support from the
Finnish Foreign Ministry, which we are very happy for. The Greenlandic Homerule has been
supporting IWGIA for a number of years, and in 1997 we also received economic support.

The co-operation with the Danish Foreign Ministry and DANIDA has been very
fruitful and flexible, and it is of enormous importance for our work. In 1997 IWGIA received
support from DANIDA for a new land-titling project in Ucayali in Peru, for a 3-year
programme on Oceania, bridge-funding for the "old" Botswana project, and support for the
COP conference in Madrid.

The Norwegian Development Agency, NORAD, continued its support to the 3-year
programme on globalization and territorial rights, and has been very supportive of our work in
general. The Norwegian Foreign Ministry also supported a fact-finding Mission to Botswana,
which, however, had to be cancelled.

The EU-Commission is co-financing together with NORAD the conference on
indigenous peoples in Africa, which is being prepared for 1998, together with a series of
publications concerning indigenous peoples and the United Nations.

An organisation as IWGIA will never - and should never - become a profitmaking
institution and neither will it be able to be self-supportive. It is thus imperial for the work with
indigenous peoples, that we receive the necessary economic and moral support. We in IWGIA
realize our economic vulnerability, and tries constantly to widen our number of sponsors in
order to ensure our independence.

15. Conclusions and Work ahead

There is no doubt that IWGIA has changed during the last 10-15 years, and the work
has increasingly become of a more professional character. This is a natural development
within any organisation, and also a natural consequence of the fact that “times they are
achanging”. And first and foremost it is an development, stemming from the fact that the
conditions for the indigenous peoples of the world has changed. Work with and for indigenous
peoples now to a much higher degree concentrate on support to legal actions, empowerment,
facilitating dialogues with governments and so on, whereas only 10-15 years ago direct
campaigning against ethnocide, massacres etc. were much more needed.

Ethnocide and massacres still take place, and IWGIA still reacts, but fortunately the
indigenous movements and organisations round the world has grown much stronger during
the years, and the awareness of the situation of the indigenous peoples have also risen.
Although there is still a long way to go, there has been positive achievements within these
years.
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This development does not mean that IWGIA has become superfluous, but that activities and
campaign work has taken another direction towards the human rights work in the UN, the
development projects, the awareness raising and the maintaining of a large contact network.
And also taking the environmental aspect into consideration in connection with all these
activities.

Fortunately enough, IWGIAs donors also recognize this, and we have now several
programs running for longer periods, which gives much flexibility and also stability in the
work, and thus provided us with enough security to be able to hire another anthropologist on a
2 year contract.

The work in the coming year will be a continuation of the work initiated in 1997. In
addition to that we have planned a self-evaluation of the organisation, and will work on
special efforts to spread the knowledge of the publications.

In 1998 IWGIA will be having its 30 years anniversary, and that will call for a celebration and
manifestation as well.

The coming year will also be the year of the conferences. Two conferences on indigenous
women in South East Asia has been planned, one in India and one in Thailand. A conference
on the establishment of the Permanent Forum in Panama and another in Bangalore, India has
been scheduled. The second conference on protected areas will be held in Malaysia, and a
conference on indigenous peoples in Africa is preliminarily planned for Ghana.

Intensive networking in Oceania will take place, and several large programs in South-
East Asia, Central America and Latinamerica is planned to be started in the coming year.
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