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1.- INTRODUCTION:

In 1996 IWGIA has, as in previous years, divided its work between
publications, projects, and the human rights work focused on the United
Nation processes. Publication work has been extensive. Aside from the four
yearly issues of Indigenous Affairs in English and Spanish, and the yearbook,
The Indigenous World, documents have come out in English on indigenous
peoples in Russia, on the situation in Asia generally, on biodiversity, on the
Twa of Rwanda and on the Bushmen of South Africa; and in Spanish on oil
exploitation in Peru and land rights in Peru and Argentina.

Project work has centered around the termination of the land titling
project in Ucayali, Peru, and the project with the First People of the Kalhar
in Botswana. In addition to these, a large number of smaller projects and a
few other larger ones have been carried out. The funding for smaller projects,
which was received from DANIDA in 1996 barely covered the many
applications that were worthy of support, and IWGIA has had to face the
problem by the end of 1996 that funds for project support were extinguished
long before expected. This has of course created an internal problem, but at
the same time, it must be seen as a good sign. A sign that the indigenous
counterparts are improving their skills in formulating their needs and in
creating good projects to strengthen their organisations and defend their land
rights.

In 1996 a new large project was started by the indigenous organisation
FENAMAD and the Harakmbut people in the state of the Madre de Dios in
the Peruvian Amazon. This is an innovative project based both on the
indigenous peoples’ identification of their needs and on years of
anthropological research in the area, carried out by Andrew Gray and Sheila
Aikman. The projects aims at securing land rights, strengthen the indigenous
organisation, and support cultural preservation.

In January IWGIA participated in a seminar on indigenous peoples
trade and intellectual property rights, organised by the Nordic Council of
ministers.

In May, a seminar was held in co-operation with DANIDA to follow
up the Danish strategy plan. This resulted in a report "Stgtte til oprindelige
folk. Seminar om erfaringer og perspektiver" (Support to indigenous peoples.
Seminar on experiences and perspectives).

In December a combined research and advocacy seminar was held on
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the indigenous question in Africa. Participants in this very fruitful event were
anthropologists and project workers on Africa with members of the IWGIA
board.

IWGIA funded and participated in a successful conference organised
by the Asia Indigenous Peoples’ Pact in Bangkok, Thailand. Meetings were
held prior to this in Nepal, were the conference was scheduled to have taken
place. This was, however, unfortunately cancelled, due to political restraints
from Asian governments.

Preparations of the Pacific component of the South-South Communi-
cations programme were started, and valuable contacts were made during a
conference on Oceania, organised by the National Museum and the Institute
of Anthropology at the University of Copenhagen.

Board meetings were held in April in Copenhagen and in September in
Lund. During these, a new structure for INGIA was prepared, with the aim
of accommodating new national group members. Regional strategy papers
were created and discussed in the autumn board meeting on the Arctic,
Middle- and South America, Africa and Asia.

Programmes created to work with organisations in Indonesia and the
Philippines were prepared and applications submitted to the EU.

The miniframe programme and the South-South Communications Pro-
gramme were evaluated by external consultants, both with good results.

Co-oeration with other Danish NGOs to raise funding and set up a
secretariat for the UN Decade on indigenous peoples were initiated.

2. THE STRUCTURE OF IWGIA

IWGIA is an international organisation founded in 1968 on the initiative of a
group of anthropologists reacting to information about massacres on Indians
in the Amazon region. From the beginning the IWGIA international
secretariat has been situated in Copenhagen. It is presently employing 5 full
time and 4 part time people. IWGIA is directed by an international board.
The organisation is represented through voluntary national groups in six
countries: Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Russia. Since 1989
IWGIA has held consultative status with ECOSOC.

The members of the International Board are:

Georg Henriksen (Norway), Chairperson; René Fuerst (Switzerland), Vice
Chairperson; Espen Wehle (Norway); Dan Rosengren (Sweden); Andrew
Gray (Britain); Jens Dahl (Denmark); Karen B. Andersen (International
Secretariat); Inger Sjgrslev (International Secretariat) and representatives of
the IWGIA National Groups in Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland, and
Russia.



The members of the Advisory Board are:
Finn Lynge; Gudmundur Alfredson; Howard Berman; Julian Berger; Peter
Jull; Sharon Venne; Dalee Sambo.

Working in the International Secretariat in 1996 were:
Permanent Staff:

Inger Sjgrslev (director)

Karen B. Andersen (administrator)

Diana Vinding (projects and publications)
Marianne Jensen (projects and publications)
Alejandro Parellada (projects and publications)
Lola Garcia-Alix (communication officer)
Mario Di Lucci (publications)

Andrew Gray (researcher)

Jorge Monras (graphics)

Annette Kjergaard (secretary assistant)

Inger Diihring (administration assistant)

Part-time and temporary staff: Jgrgen Abelsen, Sheila Aikman, Maribel
Blasco, David Ssezibwa, Peter Bengtsson, Marianne Lipka Hansen, Poula
Pedersen, Hanne Willert, Keld Jensen, Kithe Jepsen and Niels Kaare Westh.

National groups are functioning in Oslo (Norway), Gothenburg and Lund
(Sweden), Ziirich and Basel (Switzerland), Copenhagen (Denmark) Moscow
(Russia) and Madrid (Spain).

3.- FINANCES

IWGIA has, financially seen, always been existing on a year by year basis
only. The grants we receive for running costs are being granted yearly. These
contributions from mainly the Scandinavian Foreign Ministries are the
absolute backbone of IWGIAs economy, and are indispensable for the
survival of the organisation. For the first time in many, many years, our
application for funding from the Finnish Foreign Ministry was turned down.
The year by year granting, however, does mean that budgeting is very
difficult, and that especially the cash-flow situation can become problematic.
IWGIA has been expanding within the last couple of years with new
activities, more tasks within the publications being made in-house, several
large programs etc, and has luckily been in the situation, where a new staff-
member has been employed. But activities and staff demand money, and
1996 showed clearly that the cash-flow in the organisation is a sensitive size,
and the intentions are thus to create a reserve-fund, to easer this situation.
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The accounts for 1996, show a small deficit, which stem from several
reasons, among others an application for funding from the EU commission
was not answered in 1996, and the Finnish application was turned down.
Furthermore, we published more than originally expected.

In 1996 IWGIA signed the second Miniframeagreement with DANIDA,
which is running for 3 years. The budgetframe is more than 8 million kroner,
and the program has been most valuable for IWGIAs work.

This program together with the program we are having with NORAD
give a certain flexibility in the finances, and are most valuable to our work.

It is, however, still unavoidable that a large portion of the secretariats
time is used on fund-raising, and all special activities have to be applied for
separately.

As in previous years, INGIA goes on in our efforts to obtain funding
from the EU- commission, and in 1996 the EU- commission co-financed a
symposium on forest management, which is to be held in Peru in March
1997. SIDA in Sweden also contributes to this symposium.

4.- IWGIA’s NATIONAL GROUPS

Sweden:

Gothenburg: The level of activity of the group has been limited in 1995.
The group consists of a small core group of five-six committed people. The
main activity has been the promotion of indigenous issues and of
acquaintance with the work of IWGIA at the Institute for Social Anthropol-
ogy in Gothenburg.

Lund: In 1996,the group has managed to consolidate an active and stable
core group and has organized many valuable activities during the year. They
have now started their own newsletter in Swedish. It contains short articles
about the late news concerning indigenous peoples, what is happening in
IWGIA and what they in the Lund group are up to. It is primarily for its
members, but they have also received some interest from institutions and
libraries. Their aim is to publish 5 issues per year.

For the second time the Lund group organised a film festival 13-16
March, and showed about 30 films about and with indigenous peoples. Most
of them were made by indigenous peoples themselves.

Much effort was also given to informing about IWGIA and about
issues of concern to indigenous peoples. The group arranged regular seminars
and lectures on indigenous matters. The group had two separate seminars on
women’s rights: Women’s rights according to the United Nations and Women
issues in an international perspective.



Norway

Oslo : The level of activity of the group has been limited in 1996. The group
has its base in the Anthropology Department of the University of Oslo. There
are about seven active members. The major endeavour of the group has been
information activities, in order to recruit students interested in indigenous

issues.

Switzerland:

Zurich:

During 1996, the Zurich local group focused its work in two main activities:
1.- The compilation, typing down, correcting etc. the proceedings of the
conference on Indigenous Peoples, Environment and Development. It is
expected that the proceedings will be printed in July 1997.

2.- Lobbying at the Swiss government’s development agency (Swiss
Development Cooperation) for the drawing up of a comprehensive strategy
on development cooperation with indigenous peoples. This can possibly be
considered the most important activity the group has done so far. This
because if the group succeed in its endeavour, it will have a major impact
also on the non-governmental development agencies’ work with indigenous
peoples.

Basel: The main occupation of the group until the summer 1996 was the
organization and realization of a successful lecture course at the University of
Basel, which took place during the summer term and was called "Unerhorte
Stimen" ("no heard voices"). the lecture course was very well attended.The
speakers dealt with questions concerning aspects of culture, ethnicity,
environment, traditional knowledge, politics and law.

With financial support from the British Council in Switzerland, the
group invited Luke Holland to show his film "The Gene Hunters".

In May two members of the group attended the 2nd Conference on
Cooperation of European Support Groups held in Almen (Holland).

IWGIA Basel worked as volunteers for DOCIP (Swiss NGO) during the
Working Group for Indigenous Populations in July as well as in the Working
Group on the Draft Declaration (October).

IWGIA has become a member of indiGENE (Swiss network for
Indigenous Peoples, Biodiversity and Genetic Engineering). they have also
participated in the lobbing of the Swiss Development Cooperation to
formulate and adopt special directives for their work with indigenous peoples.

The Basel group is growing and they are reorganizing their working
structure in different internal working groups.



Denmark
The Danish national group has continued working in internal regional
subgroups:

The Arctic subgroup main activity during 1996 was to prepare for the
Second Indigenous Circumpolar Youth Conference which should have taken
part in October 1997, . Unfortunately, due to lack of financial support it had
to be postponed till the spring 1998. The main subject of the conference will
be sustainable economic development in the Arctic.

The children book the group has worked on for quite a while is now ready to
be printed. Some members of the group have participated in meetings of the
Danish/Greenlandic initiative for support of the indigenous peoples in Russia.

The South/Central America subgroup main activity during 1996 was
the preparation of an exhibition about indians of Southamerican highlands
and lowlands at the National Museum in Copenhagen. A small part of the
exhibition dealing with the current political situation was made by the group.
In order to illustrate a crucial point of the struggles of Southamerica’s indian
peoples these days, they brought the Ucayali (Peru) landtitling project into
the exhibition halls.

The North America subgroup has worked for and arranged protest
campaigns and lobby work to support the following cases: Lubicon Lake
Indian Nation (Canada), the Innu Nation (Labrador, Canada), The Western
Shoshone (Nevada, USA), The Timbisha Shoshone (Nevada, USA), the
Blackfeet Nation (Montana, USA), and for Leonard Peltier (indigenous
political prisoner in USA).

The North America group it was involved in the successful fulfilment of the
Mushuau-Innu settlement and the nearly finished establishment of the
Blackfeet Culture district.

Furthermore, the group has published three articles about the Lubicon,
Innu and Leonard Peltier and further two about the Bolivian low land indians
long march in German newspapers.

Moscow, Russia

Through 1996, the Moscow group continued to spread information on
the rights of indigenous peoples, to Moscow as well as to towns and native
villages in the Russian North, Siberia and the Far East. The group continued
publishing the bulletin "Living Arctic" about indigenous rights and ecological
problems. The bulletin is distributed free of charge to indigenous leaders and
communities.

Two members of the Moscow group function as consultants to
members of the Russian Parliament, in an attempt to secure the rights of
indigenous peoples in laws concerning natural resources.



5.- HUMAN RIGHTS WORK

In the human rights work, much emphasis has been put on the UN
intersessional, open-ended working group on the Draft Declaration, and the
further process and results in this forum are followed with the greatest
attention. The Un commission on Human Rights meeting in March-April
was also followed by IWGIA as was the COP III Conference of Parties III of
the Convention on Biological Diversity, Buenos Aires.

As usual IWGIA took part in the UN Working Group on Indigenous
Populations. Inger Sjgrslev, Andrew Gray, Alejandro Parellada and Lola
Garcia-Alix attended the meeting in Geneva. During this meeting an inquiry
on indigenous peoples’ experiences with and opinions on the UN was carried
out by The International Alliance of the Indigenous and Tribal Peoples of the
Tropical Forests.

IWGIA'’s representatives Andrew Gray, Inger Sjgrslev Jens Dahl and
Lola Garcia-Alix (administrator of the HRFIP) also attended the 2nd session
of the UN Commission on Human Rights open-ended intersessional
Working Group on a Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples in Geneva from November 21 to December 1, 1996. Approx. 100
indigenous representatives from all over the world took part in the meeting,
in order to defend the draft declaration of their rights, elaborated by the
Working Group on Indigenous Populations.

The 1996 meeting of the Working Group was formally a detailed
discussion of the Declaration which focused on clusters of articles. However,
at the same time, a second area was under scrutiny: the participation of
indigenous peoples at the meeting, an issue that became a crucial element of
the 1996 session.

6.- THE HUMAN RIGHTS FUND FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Established in 1984 the Human Rights Fund for Indigenous Peoples (HRFIP)
is a federation of five European NGOs working on Indigenous Affairs: Anti-
Slavery International - ASI - (United Kingdom), the International Work
Group for Indigenous Affairs - INGIA - (Denmark), the Co-ordinating
Group on Indigenous Affairs - KWIA - (Belgium), the Dutch Centre for
Indigenous Peoples - NCIV - (Holland) and the Society for Threatened
Peoples (Germany).

The main purpose of the HRFIP is to support indigenous representation
in intergovernmental meetings and to promote indigenous interests in an
international and European context. The primary activity is to give financial
support to indigenous participation at United Nations bodies. The HRFIP
encourages indigenous representatives to make their voices heard and their
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cases known, particularly at the UN Working Group on Indigenous
Populations, the UN Commission on Human Rights and now at the newly
established UN Working Group on the Draft Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, which held its first meeting from November 20 till
December 1st, 1995. The meetings take place at the United Nations head-
quarters in Geneva, Switzerland.

An ever-increasing number of indigenous organisations from around
the world are following the UN discussions concerned with indigenous issues.
During the last years, the number of UN meetings concerned with these
issues increased considerably. Aware of the importance of this political forum
and the relevance of their active participation in discussions concerned with
their rights, an increasing number of indigenous persons are attending these
meetings, in spite of the great difficulties in doing so.

In 1996 the HRFIP enabled a substantial number of indigenous
representatives to attend the following meetings:

53nd session of the UN Commission on Human Rights (March-April
1996) the HRFIP covered the costs of three indigenous representatives from
the following countries: Chittagong Hill Tracts, Lubicon (Canada), Panama
and the Philippines.

14th session of the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations.
Representatives from Burma, India, Nepal, Namibia, Ecuador, Philippines,
Chile, Paraguay, Peru, Burkina Faso, Indonesia, Mexico and Panama received
the necessary support to attend the meeting.

For the 2nd session of the UN Commission on Human Rights open-
ended intersessional Working Group on a Draft Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (November - December 1995) the indigenous
representatives supported were from Canada, Canada, Kenia, Ecuador,
Panama, India, Philippines, Guatemala, Chile and Thailand .

Every year, the HRFIP receives more applications for financial support
from indigenous organisations seeking to attend the meetings. On the one
hand are those who have never had the possibility to participate in the UN
meetings, and on the other hand are those representatives who over the years
have actively and increasingly, due to the diversification of the discussion on
indigenous issues, participated in the political discussions about indigenous
peoples' rights and needs. This group especially needs financial support to
attend the various meetings held throughout the year. The HRFIP, to the
greatest extent possible, tries to support both of these groups. In 1996, the
HRFIP gave financial support to 13 indigenous representatives who partici-
pated in the meetings for the first time. At the same time, the HRFIP
supported a large number of those representatives whose participation is key
to the discussions. The HRFIP enabled more indigenous representatives to
attend the meetings than any other organisation.
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7.- THE EUROPEAN ALLIANCE

Compared to 1995, which was a hard year for the alliance, 1996 must be
regarded as a comparatively smooth year for the European Alliance. The
office is now staffed with only one person working part time, but has
succeeded in obtaining funding for a seminar to be held in Brussels on
indigenous peoples and tropical forests. The co-ordinator in Brussels is quite
active in lobbying issues in the commission and the parliament, and quite a
few indigenous visitors have been passing through Brussels, guided by the
EAIP.

The member organisations behind the Alliance, Anti-Slavery
International, KWIA, NCIV, Gesellschaft fiir Bedrohter Volker and IWGIA
are presently working on models for a new structure and a more secure
fundmg for the alliance work. w &

8.- THE RESOURCE CENTER

The resource and documentation center is still being used by a large number
of people, students as well as researchers and activists. In 1996 we have been
fortunate enough to have a skilled temporary staff member to take care of the
documentation center, but it is becoming increasingly clear that IWGIA is in
dire need of funding to organise and computerize the extensive information
gathered through 27 years of active work. It is a unique collection of
material, which probably does not exist anywhere else in the world.

9.- NETWORKING

Networking trips are an important means for IWGIA to obtain first-hand
information on indigenous issues as well as to strengthen relations with
indigenous groups and organisations. These trips provide IWGIA with
essential background information enabling the organisation to deal with
indigenous issues with the necessary sensitivity and understanding. An
increasing part of IWGIA’s documentation is being written by indigenous
leaders from all over the world, and through networking new groups become
aware of IWGIA’s work and publications.

The networking trips are also useful for getting acquainted with and
obtaining the information of the situation of indigenous peoples which forms
the base of IWGIA’s support activities and development work. Also IWGIA
can thus inform new contacts about the possibilities of project support within
our miniframe program.

Finally, the direct contact with new organisations also means that
IWGIA may facilitate indigenous peoples’ introduction to and participation in
international meetings.
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Networking trips in 1996:

During 1996 IWGIA carried out the following networking trips:
Asia: Philippines and the Indonesia

South America: Brazil.

Southern Africa: Namibia and South Africa

Asia:

Networking trip to the Philippines:
Christian Erni undertook this networking trip during September and October
1996. The main objectives of the trip were
1.- to evaluate two completed projects which IWGIA was supporting
2.- to appraise project applications from Indigenous Peoples’organisations
3.- to get updated overview of the actual situation of the indigenous peoples
in the philippines, and above all to continue with monitoring recent
developments in the organisatorial landscape of the indigenous peoples’
movement. Christian visited indigenous organisations and NGOs in
Mindanao, Mindoro, Cordilleras and Manila.

Networking trip to Indonesia:
Danilo Geiger made a networking trip to Indonesia from August to October
1996.
Danilio’s trip was based on his last year’s survey of the indigenous
movement and advocacy circles in Indonesia, as well as issues faced by
indigenous communities. The main objective of the trip was to support
institution building and institutional development of indigenous organisations
and advocacy groups.
In Jakarta, Danilo met WALHI (Indonesian Environmental Forum) and
Yayasan Telepak ("Foundation Footstep").
Danilo visited also East Kalimantan, West Kalimantan, Central Sulawesi,
Irian Yaya and Eastern Moluccas where he met with many organisations.

Africa

Networking trip to Southern Africa
In connection with a visit to the First People of the Kalahari project in
Botswana, a networking to South Africa and Namibia was undertaken by
Diana Vinding from August 30 to September 13 1996. The purpose was to
follow-up on our contacts with indigenous communities and attend a meeting
arranged by WIMSA - the Working Group of Indigenous Minorities in
Southern Africa - a recently established regional network.
In South Africa Diana visited the !Xu and Khwe settlement in Schmidtsdrift
as well as the farm that has been purchased with the help of the South
African government and where the !Xu and Khwe communities are to be
resettled. Hopes are that the farm will provide better living conditions for the
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'Xu and Khwe as well as the necessary opportunities in terms of income
generating activities and employment to enable them to become self-reliant.
In Namibia, Diana met with the many indigenous representatives from
southern Africa who attended the WIMSA conference. She also visited the
Nyae Nyae Farmers Cooperative in the north of the country.

While the situation in Botswana, notably in the Kalahari, remains critical,
new, important developments concerning the rights - in particular the land
rights- of the San people have lately occurred in South Africa and Namibia.
It is hoped that this may have some impact on the policy of the Botswana
government.

South America:

Networking Trip to Brazil: In August 1996 Inger Sjzrslev carried out
a networking trip to Brazil. She visited two places a reservation of Kadiweu
Indians in Mattogrosso and a Guarani Kaiowd community close to Paraguay.
Moreover Inger met with several officials from FUNAI (governmental body
for assisting the indigenous peoples) and representatives of different NGO’s
based in Brazil.

10.- CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS

In January IWGIA participated in a Seminar on Indigenous Peoples
Trade and Intellectual property rights, organised by the Nordic Council of
Ministers.

In May, a seminar was held in co-operation with DANIDA to follow
up the Danish strategy plan. This resulted in a report "Stgtte til oprindelige
folk. Seminar om erfaringer og perspektiver” (Support to indigenous peoples.
Seminar on experiences and perspectives).

Also in May, two members of the IWGIA’s local group in Basel
attended the 2nd Conference on Cooperation of European Support Groups
held in Almen (Holland)

In June, the Conference of the Asian Indigenous Peoples Pact
Conference was held in Bangkok . The conference was organised by the
Asian Indigenous Peoples Pact in connection with their Second General
Assembly. The objective of the Conference was to strengthen the capacity
building process of indigenous communities in addressing the problems faced
by them in areas such as human rights, the environment, education, health
and development. In all 50 persons participated, 43 of these were indigenous,
two were governments representatives and five experts. The conference was
held with financial support from IWGIA.

In October 1996 Georg Henriksen and Mats Ris representing IWGIA
attended the IUCN World Conservation Congress in Montreal. This was
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the first time IWGIA attended the Congress. The assembly numbered some
1130 member delegates from 130 countries and over 2000 registered
workshop participants in all. IUCN is a union of more than 850 governments
and non-governmental organisations working on issues of environment and
sustainable development. IUCN was founded in 1948 which makes it one of
the worlds oldest international environmental organisations. IUCNs work
includes the drafting of environmental legislation, projects to protect wetlands
and forests in Africa, Asia, and Latin American, work on environmental
education, working to protect species and establish protected areas, the
preparation of national conservation strategies, sustainable use of resources,
etc.

The meeting included over 40 workshops, a number of plenary speeches,
and a lot of timespent in contact groups which worked on the wording of
more than the 120 resolutions, and whichwere finally brought to the plenum.

Colloquium on Hunters and Gatherers of Equatorial Africa,
organised by the Research School CNWS of Asia, Africa and Amerindia
Studies in Leiden in October 1996. IWGIA was represented by Espen Wzhle
and Diana Vinding. Apart from useful contacts with researchers, the
Colloquium was also a valuable contribution to the on-going elaboration of
IWGIA’s Working Paper on Africa.

In November, IWGIA attended the Conference of Parties III of the
Convention on Biological Diversity, Buenos Aires. IWGIA was represented
by Alejandro Parellada and Lola Garcia-Alix. IWGIA supported indigenous
participation at the COP III meeting and financed the organisation of the
International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity, which was held in Buenos
Aires prior to the COP III meeting. The Foro was attended by more than one
hundred indigenous representatives.

Indigenous peoples and indigenous resources were high on the agenda for of
the Conference of parties III of the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP
III), which directly discussed the issue of indigenous peoples and biological
diversity.

IWGIA hosted a Seminar on Africa November 30 - December 1 with
the participation of some 20 Africa experts and researchers from various
European countries. The purpose was to discuss the strategies and priorities
for our Africa work, look at the specific issues, possibilities and constraints
that present themselves when working in a African context, and discuss the
possibility and relevancy of following up on the 1993 Conference on
Indigenous Peoples in Africa, which was held in Denmark, with a Conference
in Africa. The seminar provided many valuable informations and inputs
which have been used in the final draft of IWGIA’s Working Paper on
Africa. It also identified areas of further research, notably on the concept of
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"indigenisation". Regarding the envisaged Conference in Africa, the general
feeling was that this event must be prepared by previously holding regional
small-scale meetings.

In December Andrew Gray and Alejandro Parellada attended the
International Meeting of Indigenous and Other Forest-Dependent Peoples
on Management, Conservation and Sustainable Development of all Types
of Forests held in Leticia (Colombia). The meeting was organised by the
International Alliance of Indigenous and Tribal Peoples of the Tropical
Forests and the Governments of Colombia and Denmark. The meeting
facilitated the preparation of concrete proposals and contributions to the Inter-
governmental Panel of Forests (IPF) and its programme elements related to
sustainable forest management and, in particular, the effective protection and
use of traditional forest-related knowledge.

11.- DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
Projects in Central and South America.

After six years work our landtitling project in Ucayali, Peru with the
indigenous organisation AIDESEP came to an end. In total de project has led
to the demarcation and titling of 160 indigenous communities, covering an
approx. area of 2,000,000 has (20.000 Km2) and an area of 2,000,000 has of
communal reserves.

Other projects:

* Peru: Chayahuitas titling project. In 1996 we started a new
landtitling project for the Chayahuitas communities in Alto Amazonas. In
principle, the project ends in September 1997, but it is hoped that it will
continue until the end of the year, within the limits of the approved budget.
So far the project has functioned well and different proposals are being
discussed, especially in the productive area to continue the project’s work.
Cost: 400,000 USD

*Ecuador: Support to the COICA press. An offset press in the central
office of COICA in Quito is producing a series of publications for the
members organisations. The project ends in June. Although the project is
nearly self-financing, we feel that it has not had the desired results as only a
few indigenous organisations make use of the press. Cost. approx. 200,000
USD

*Guatemala: El Regional. In Guatemala we are reaching the end of
the first year of financial support to the Mayan newspaper El Regional. It is
the only paper in Guatemala that is published in four languages (Spanish,
Quiche, Mam and Jakalteko). The paper is in the process of being completely
reorganised, from management to the paper’s design, marketing, distribution,
etc. At the same time a consulting agency has been employed to study the
impact of E! Regional on the Mayan community. DANIDA has approved two
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years of financing but there are good possibilities to continue our support for
another two years. Cost: 500,000 USD

Regarding small projects, work has been undertaken to strengthen
different organisations by supporting office expenses, communications
equipment, training courses and funding meetings.

The following initiatives have been concretely supported during the last
year:
AIDESEP and FENEMAD congresses in Lima and Pto. Maldonado. Support
for the running of the CIDOB office in La Paz, Bolivia. Financial Support for
a series of APG meetings in Santa Cruz, Bolivia. Training of health promoter
among Yanomami,in Brazil. Financial support for the Tropical Forest
Alliance meeting in Panama. Capacity building courses for indigenous leaders
in Peru. Additionally, a number of radios for the Ashdninka Emergency
Commission in Peru have been established.

Furthermore, in Peru we are supporting the production of a book on oil
and similar ideas are being developed in other countries.
IWGIA still continue to receive a large number of project proposals. Many of
these are worth pursuing but due to a limited number of personnel we can
not meet the expectations of the organisations behind them.

Africa:
The First People of the Kalahari project, Botswana

An IWGIA review mission with the participation of Andrew Gray,
Arthur Krasilnikoff and Karen B. Andersen was carried out in January 1996.
It concluded that the major achievements of the project had been the
awareness raising, the human rights work and the international networking. A
number of problems mainly within the administration and accounting and
caused by the lack of human resources were also identified and a series of
recommendations including a work plan for the coming period, were made.
Finally it was decided to extend the project until July 1, 1997 (instead of
March 1997).

In August a monitoring visit to the project was made by Karen B.
Andersen and Diana Vinding. This visit was prompted by the prolonged sick-
leave of John Hardbattle and the problems this entailed for the project. The
monitoring report stresses the achievements in the field of awareness raising
and mobilising the international opinion in defense of the residents of the
Central Kalahari Game Reserve and their rights. It also notes, however, that
the recommendations made in January have not been followed and that a
number of factors such as institutional weakness, lack of human resources
and administrative insufficiency severely hampers the organisation.

In the following months, the First People of the Kalahari experienced a
difficult situation with the illness and eventually the death of John Hardbattle
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in November. At the same time, nevertheless, some of the recommendations
made by IWGIA were carried out and there were marked improvements with
the election of a new and more representative board, the strengthening of the
office administration, and a series of important out reach activities and
workshops in the Central Kalahari Game Reserve.

Projects under the miniframe agreement with Danida

15 projects - 12 in Asia and 3 in Africa - were initiated in 1996. The projects
address a wide range of issues - from institutional capacity building and
gender equality to environmental protection and documentation on the
violation of the rights of indigenous peoples.

Some of the larger projects with the miniframe agreement:

In India IWGIA supports a Forest Community Management Project
which will ensure the participation of the Van Gujjars in Uttar Pradesh in the
management of their traditional forest areas. The Community Forest
Management Plan on which the project is based has been widely and
positively commented and the Government of India has taken the first steps
to make suitable changes in forest laws to allow involvement of local
communities in protection and maintenance of forest.

Another larger project within the miniframe agreement - the Cultural
Renewal Programme of the Cordillera Peoples’ Alliance -aims at promoting
and strengthening the traditional cultural expressions of the Cordillera
Peoples in the Philippines.

12.- PUBLICATIONS:

IWGIA'’s publications are sent free of charge to hundreds of indigenous
organisations all over the world. The increasing number of organisations who
request our publications have considerably raised the distribution costs, which
we try to cover through the sale of subscriptions. IWGIA also has exchange
agreements with a large number of NGOs.

The Indigenous Affairs/Asuntos Indigenas contain various material that is
compiled, edited and processed by the secretariat, whereas the Docu-
ments/Documentos are written exclusively for IWGIA publication, but also
edited and processed by the secretariat.

As in former years IWGIA has published four issues of Indigenous
Affairs/Asuntos Indigenas. Two of them were thematic issues, nr. 3 focused
on Intellectual Property Rights and issue nr.4 focused in Africa.

The Indigenous World 95-96/El Mundo Indigena was issued in June,
and was widely distributed to IWGIA’s contacts all over the world. This
publications provides a yearly overview of indigenous peoples’ situation
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worldwide.

Readers Survey: In 1996, IWGIA distributed a questionnaire among
Indigenous Affairs readers.

The recommendations we received were very diverse. Practically all the
readers agreed with the contents, the extent, and the language of the articles.
In some cases it was recommended to publish even more articles written by
indigenous peoples themselves.

We consider that this experience of contact with the readers has been
very useful and encouraging and we think we should do this periodically in
order to get the necessary feed back to be able to improve our publications
and that we should extend this experience to the other publications.

Another type of activity we have found to be very positive is the
publication of Documents coedited by indigenous organizations and financed
as miniframe projects. The goal is for production and distribution to be local,
allowing for indigenous organizations to obtain a small income. Based on this
concept work was carried out with Cholcamaj in Guatemala and Lhaka Honat
in Argentina.

IWGIA Documents published in 1996:

English:

No. 79: "Bushmen and the politics of the environment in Southern
Africa" By Robert K. Hitchcock:

No. 80: " ..Vines that Won’t Bind". Indigenous Peoples in Asia.
Proceedings of a Conference held in Chiang Mai, Thailand,
1995.

No. 81: "Anxious North". Indigenous Peoples in Soviet and Post Soviet
Russia.

No. 82: "Indigenous Peoples, Forest, and Biodiversity". Indigenous
Peoples and the Global Environmental Agenda. Coedited with
the International Alliance of the Indigenous and Tribal Peoples
of the Tropical Forests

Spanish:

No. 18: "La Tierra que nos Quitaron” by Morita Carrasco and Claudia
Briones:

No. 19: "Pueblos Indigenas, Bosques y Biodiversidad". Los Pueblos

Indigenas y la Agenda Global del Medio Ambiente. Coedited
with the International Alliance of the Indigenous and Tribal
Peoples of the Tropical Forests
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French:
"Les Twa du Rwanda" by Jerome Lewis and Judy Knight.
Coedited with the World Rainforest Movement and Survival pour
les Peuples Indigeénes.

13.- VISITORS:

In 1996 IWGIA was pleased to be host to several indigenous leaders and to
many good supporters of indigenous rights. Their visits gave IWGIA valuable
and first hand information on the situation of indigenous peoples in their
respective countries.

Mr Juan Chavez, President of AIDESEP (Peru)

Mr Pedro Garcia: Peruvian lawyer

Mr Jorge Valiente, President of the World Council for Indigenous Peoples
Mr Fernando B. Bagyan from the Cordillera Peoples Alliance (Philippines)
Ms Joji Carino from the International Alliance of the Indigenous and Tribal
Peoples of the Tropical Forrests

Mr Shebby Mate from the Nyae Nyae Development Foundation in Namibia
Mr Kxao Moses Oma the Nyae Nyae Development Foundation in Namibia
Mr Martin S. Kariongi Ole Saning’o from the Olkomrei Integrated
Pastoralist Survival Programme (Tanzania).

Mr Marcial Fabricano, from the CIDOB (Bolivia)

Mr Marcial Arias from Napguana (Panama)

Mr Jose Dualok Rojas Ortiz and Ms Alejandra Loria Martinez from the
Asociation Cultural Sjékto (Costa Rica)

Mr Stephnaus Djuweng from the Institute of Dayakology Research and
Development (Indonesia).

Mr Allan Moreau from Brazil

Ms Ligia Simonian, brazilian anthropologist working on indigenous
women in Brazil.

Mr Abdirashid H. Mohamed from the Somali Salvation Democratic Font.
Mr Sebastian Lara from the SAIC (South and Meso American Indian
Rights Centre - Norway)

Mr Juan Federer, Director of Maubere Resistance from East Timor

Mr John Hardbattle and Mr Roy Sesana from the First Peoples of Kalahari
(Botswana)

Ms Rebecca Adamson from the First Nations Development Institute (USA)
Ms Pernille Goosh, Swedish anthropologist working with the Van Gujjar
area in India.

Ms Vicky Corpuz from the Asian Indigenous Women’s Network and
TEBTEBBA Foundation (Philippines) .
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Mr Finn Lynge, Greenland’s representative in Brussels.

Mr Noor Hyder, chairman of the United Somali & Danish Friendship
Committee.

Mr Metui Michael Ole Tipap from the Laramatak Development
Organisation (Tanzania)

Mr William Ole Seki from the Ngorongoro Pastoralists Development
Organization,(Tanzania)

Mr Subod Bikash Chakma from the Chittagong Hill Tract Peoples Council
Ms Alice Mogwe from the Center for Human Rights in Gabarone, Botswana
Mr Onel Arias from Napguana (Panama)

Mr Nik Dunlop from the organisation Earth Action

Ms Chandra Roy and Ms Henriette Rasmussen from the Project for
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples at the ILO.

Mr Kevin Knight from ICC

Mr Raajen Singh from the indigenous support group INSAF in Bombay
(India)

Mr Nilo Cayuqueo from CONIC and SAIIC

Ms Carmen Yamberla frm the FICI (Ecuador)

Mr Atencio Lopez from Napguana (Panama)

Mr Edwin Vazquez from AIDESEP (Peru)

Mr Emilio Gimenez from the organisation Coordinadora de organizaciones
Indigenas del Rio Pilcomayo (Paraguay).

Mr Aucan Huilcaman from the mapuche organisation Consejo de Todas las
Tierras (Chile)

Mr Jose Uruiiadi from CIDOB (Bolivia)

Mr Manuel Huaya from AIDESEP (Peru)

Mr Jan Viljoen from the !XU and Khwe Trust from South Africa

Mr Davi Yanomami from Brazil

Ms Claudia Andujar fro the CCPY (Brazil)

Mr Ratnaker Bhengra from Johar (India)

Mr Estheiman Amaya, Director of the newspaper "El Regional” Guatemala.

14.- ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Even though it is a repetition, we will have once again to state, what
has been stated for many, many years: That the completely invaluable
support, both financially and activity wise, we receive from the Nordic
Foreign Ministries is essential to our work, and that we are really very, very
grateful for this continuous support. Another support, which means a lot in
both terms as well, is the support from the Greenland Home Rule
Government, which is also valued very much.

Also 1996 we received a small amount from the Danish Lotto funds.
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DANIDA has received funding for a new rather large development
project in Peru in the Madre de Dios, benefitting the Harakmbut indians.

In June 1996, IWGIA and DANIDA made the new
miniframeagreement, which already in 1996 has been able to grant funds for
more than 30 projects in Asia, Africa and Latin America.

As in previous years IWGIA was granted an amount from Danish State
Lottery Funds (Tipsmidlerne), where funding for publications and computers
were obtained. Another Lottery Fund granted an amount for production of a
leaflet.

SIDA, The Swedish Development Agency, together with the EU-
Commission and IWGIAs miniframe fund the symposium on forest
management taking place in Peru in March 1997.

DANIDA was the donor behind the COP III meeting in Buenos Aires,
where indigenous participants participated as well as an IWGIA
representative.

DANIDA also granted money for a fact-finding mission to Botswana,
to look into the Bushmen’s situation. The mission, unfortunately, had to be
cancelled.

The Norwegian Development Agency, NORAD, continued its funding
to the 3-year programme on indigenous peoples and human rights.

Furthermore IWGIA in cooperation with the rest of the members of the
Human Rights Fund, raised money from EU, SNC, DANIDA, Lutherhjilpen,
GSFV and Christian Aid to the work of the Human Rights Fund in 1996.

As in previous years, IWGIA had a national campaign on the 12th of
October to raise money.

IWGIAs work will never be profitmaking in itself, and we will always
have to rely on the help of the different financial donors. We are genuinely
thankful for this support, and sincerely hope that we also in the future can
rely on this support.

15.- CONCLUSIONS AND WORK AHEAD

As revealed in the working programme "IWGIA 1996-2000" and in the
regional draft working papers, IWGIA is covering larger and larger areas,
both regionally and concerning subjects of relevance to indigenous peoples.
This is reflected not only in publications and documentation, but also in
project work. IWGIA constantly aims to keep the integrative approach, which
combines documentation- and publications work with human rights work and
projects. In 1996 IWGIA has also given consideration to ways and means of
integrating research into the work, as has been the tradition in the
organisation. At the same time much effort has been given to keeping up
with the increasing number of activities in the international indigenous world,
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and to communicate with the expanded network of contacts while dealing
with the substantially increased number of project applications.

1996 was a fruitful year for IWGIA. The staff has been expanded, and
the constructive and pleasant teamwork of the secretariat staff with support
from the board and the national groups has been kept up in good spirit.

In the indigenous world, things have moved both towards the better
and unfortunately in some respects towards the worse. The international work
for indigenous peoples’ rights is continuously gaining a stronger foothold,
and more and more indigenous individuals are becoming engaged in the
cross-regional and cross-continental solidarity work. At the same time,
conflicts over land rights and human rights violations continue in indigenous
areas almost all over the world. There is thus still a long way to go before
justice is done and indigenous peoples’ individual and collective rights are
respected world wide.
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